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John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Top World in Optlmlsm Survey

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Research shows that a higher gross domestic
product (GDP) per capita does not necessarily
increase the optimism of a country. (Photo/
Getty Images)

Chinese people have been shown to be almost twice
as optimistic about the world as any other nationality,
while British people are the fifth most pessimistic, ac-
cording to a recent survey by YouGov, as reported by
China Daily.

YouGov surveyed over 18,000 people from 17 coun-
tries and found that 41 percent of Chinese Internet us-
ers believe that the world is getting better, four times
the global average of 10 percent. In fact, the coun-
try's optimism is almost double that of the next most
optimistic country, Indonesia, which is at 23 percent.
In most places, there have been significant improve-
ments regarding life expectancy, poverty, democracy,
the rule of law and the chance of being killed by an-
other human over the last 200 years. However, 65
percent of British people disagree.

An analysis of over 10,000 British people last year re-

vealed that the world is only getting subjectively bet-
ter for those who are young, educated and middle
class.
Despite being far up on the list of the world's least op-
timistic countries about the future of the planet, Brit-
ish people are a lot less pessimistic than the French.
The survey showed that 81 percent of French Inter-
net users think the world is getting worse, with only 3
percent believing that it is getting better.
The bleak perspective of the French when it comes
to the world's future contrasts an increase in French
optimism when it comes to the future of the European
Union, which YouGov measures monthly with its Eu-
rotrack survey of seven countries.
Research also shows that a higher gross domestic
product (GDP) per capita does not necessarily in-
crease the optimism of a country. The United States
has more than 31 percent more GDP per capita than
the United Kingdom, but both countries are equally
pessimistic, with 65 percent of respondents believing
that the world is getting worse.
Australia, the second most pessimistic country, has
almost 20 times more GDP per capita than Indone-
sia, the second most optimistic country. Only 3 per-
cent of Australian respondents believe the world is
getting better.
Eight percent of both Denmark and Finland believe
the world is getting better. In Germany and Singa-
pore, the number is 4 percent. (Courtesy http://en.
yibada.com/articles)
Related
What Slowdown? Surveys Reveal an Optimistic,
Forward-Leaning China
Pew Research Center has surveyed people in 39
countries about their opinion of their countries’

economies.
The second,
conducted by
Spanish
telecom firm
Telefonica
and the
Financial
Times,
focused on
18 to 30 year-old "millenials" in 27 countries. The
results, when pieced together, show a Chinese
people that is, on the whole, remarkably optimistic
about their country.

88 percent of Chinese people feel good about the
economy, according to Pew, more than in any other
country surveyed. By contrast, only 59 percent of
Brazilians felt similarly, and just 33 percent of
Americans are optimistic. Among China's neighbors,
27 percent of Japanese people and a mere 20
percent of South Koreans reported that the current
economic situation in their country was good.
Economist expectation of a slowdown aside, 80 per-
cent of Chinese people surveyed believe the econo-
my will improve in the next 12 months. Meanwhile, a
majority of Japanese, South Korean, and American
respondents believe that their respective economies
will either stay the same or get worse.

In the Telefonica/FT poll, 93 percent of Chinese peo-
ple believe their country's best days lie ahead. By
contrast, 81 percent of Japanese people believe the
opposite about their own country.

In officially Communist China, two-thirds of those sur-
veyed believe they have an opportunity to be an en-
trepreneur in their country, a figure that is, again,

higher than that of Japan and South Korea.

There are many variables that go along with surveys
like these, but overall the results are consistent with
accounts of contemporary China. For instance, in a
recent ChinaFile conversation exploring what's right
with China, author James Fallows cited a "sense of
national movement and ambition," while Orville
Schell mentioned "people hellbent on building a more
prosperous and stronger country."

Chinese people under the age of 30 have never
known economic stagnation, and -- while income in-
equality is indeed a real and growing problem -- living
standards have risen across just about every group
in society.
Of course,
this
doesn't
mean that
issues like
environ-
mental
hazards,
municipal

debt, 88 percent of Chinese people feel good
official about the economy, according to Pew

. Research Center.
corruption,

repression of speech, ethnic tension, excessive
militarism, and a long list of others won't eventually
destabilize China, or are unworthy of emphasis in
reporting on the country. But these survey numbers
paint a striking portrayal of China's national mood,
and one worth keeping mind amid all the talk of a
looming slowdown. (Courtesy http://www.theatlantic.
com/china)
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Held At City Hall In Downtown Houston

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

southwest Houston with programs that respond to the
growing ethnic diversity of this unique section of one of
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Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond

(Houston, Texas) The 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year
Festival Celebration (operating under The Chinese New Year
Festival Inc., a non-profit organization), will take place on Sat-
urday February 13, 2016, at the Reflection Pond at Houston

City Hall in downtown Houston from 10 AM — 5PM.

This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festival,

www.texaslunarfest.net, marks

the second time the multi-cultural event is being held in the
downtown Houston area, having been held last year at Dis-

covery Green Park

Southern News Group, located in southwest Houston, is the
founding organization of the Texas Lunar New Year Festival.
Southern News Group is a multi-media communications

company that includes publication of daily Chinese

newspapers with editions in major U.S. cities, a daily online
newspaper edition, a digital television station, yellow pages,
printing services and a world-class International Trade Center
event complex, Southern News Group is now the largest
Asian media organization in the southwestern part of the

United States.

This year Southern News will team up with more than 100
companies and organizations from the many communities of

Houston, offering a series of displays, food booths,

entertainment, acrobats, lion dancers, world-class Shaolin

Temple Wushu martial arts

Trade Center.

Center, International
Management District, USA
Printing, ITV International
Television 55.5,
International Press Club,
Southwestern National
Bank, and Chinese
Chamber of Commerce of
Texas.

For more information
please contact Jennifer
Lopez at 281-983-8154
or jenniferitc@gmail.com
or Angela Chen at
281-983-8160 or
angela@scdaily.com.
Chinese New Year
Festival 11122 Bellaire
Blvd. Houston, TX 77072
281-498-4310 Fax
281-498-2728

Website: WWW.
texaslunarfest.net

TEXA

The Texas Lunar Festival is a production of Southern News

Group (www.scdaily.com), Houston, TX.

America's fastest growing cities. We have initiated and been
the driving force behind many community projects, programs
and events that include the Texas Lunar New Year Festival,
the McDonald's Education Workshops, the Texas African
Summit, the ITC Education Institute and have aired many
more educational, cultural and business-related television
programs on our digital television station, ITV International
55.5, as well as having hosted over 200 international
business related meetings and events at our International

The promoters of this year's event are Southern News
Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc., International Trade

LUNAR

Houston Mayor Annise
Parker (right) is joined by
Southern News Group CEO
Wea Lee in front of last
year's Texas Lunar New
Year Festival poster at the
event's kick-off party.
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0TH ANNUAL TEXAS LUNAR FESTIVAL

The Largest Asian New Year Celebration
Saturday, February 13, 2016 ! 10:00AM - 5:00PM
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Entertainment

Food

Exhibitions

Music

Fabulous Giveaways City Ha” Reflection Pond

901 Bagby, Houston, Texas 77002

For Questions, Vendor
and Sponsorship Opportunities:

II‘ITERHHTIOI'IﬂI.
TRADE CENTER) (281) 498-4310
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www.texaslunarfest.net
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demonstrations and games and
door prizes for all ages. Activities
are selected to compliment this
great and exciting celebration
with lively entertainment for the
entire family. Last year's
celebration drew over 20,000
attendees. The year of 2016
according to the Chinese Lunar
Calendar is the Year of Monkey.
The Texas Lunar New Year
Festival celebration is the largest
celebration of the Asian New
Year in the southwestern United
States. It is a one-of-a-kind
family oriented event that
attracts large numbers of people
from every ethnic group.

Since 1979, Southern News
Group has not only built the
largest Asian media complex in
the southwestern United States,
but has also reached out to the
broader community of

More Chinese Couples Flock to Bangkok for IVF Procedures
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101391/20160128/
more-chinese-couples-flock-bangkok-ivf-procedures.htm

Ai Weiwei Withdraws from Exhibit, Cites Controversial Danish Policy as
Reason
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101386/20160128/
ai-withdraws-exhibit-cites-controversial-danish-policy-reason.htm

World to Celebrate Spring Festival on Feb. 8 with Over
2,000 Events
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101403/20160128/
world-to-celebrate-spring-festival-on-feb-8-with-over-2-000-events.htm

McDonald’s China Eyeing Lower Tier Cities to Open New Stores
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101448/20160128/
mcdonald-s-china-eyeing-lower-tier-cities-open-new-stores.htm

Shanghai Anti-corruption Campaign Steps Up Bribery Probes in 2015
http://en.yibada.com/articles/101407/20160128/
shanghai-anti-corruption-campaign-results-increase-bribery-probes-2015.htm

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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Specialist in Orthodontics
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Jasmine Peng, D.D.S., M.S.D.
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“Ask me about the
AARP Auto
Insurance Program
from The Hartford'.”

Now available in your area!

This auto insurance is designed
exclusively for AARP members

- and is now available through your
local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE,
no-obligation quote:
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Allrisc Insurance Agency
6918 Corporate Drive Unit B1
Houston, TX 77036
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Kimson Bellane_\fllfl) far insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.
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The ARFP Automohiile Insurance Program from The Hartford is undeswritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155, CA license number 5152. In Washington, the Program is undenwritten by
Trumball Insurance Company. AARP does not emplay or endorss agents of brokess. AARP and s affliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartioed peays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its inteliechal property, These fees are used for
the general purposes of AARP, AARP membership is required for Program efigibdity in mos? states. Applicants are individualy underwritlen and some may not quality, Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in
&l states in accordance wih state filngs and applicable Law: You have the cption of purchasing a palicy directly from The Hartford. Your price, howewer, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or senices of your independent agent

! In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Sourthern County Mutual Insurance Company, throwgh Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible
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6969 WestBranch Dr.Houston, TX 77072
TEL:(281)498-1616 Fax:(281)498-8133
Website:www.jadebuddha.org
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Dr Ya Chin Bao (0 D) ZEHIFRFGIAIR FESECERZARER [ @i v cagietyeCircom

Email: eagle.eye.bellaire@gmail.com
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Fellow of Orthokeratology Acaden)y of America
Therapeutic Optometrist / Glaucoma Specialist
Pediatric Specialist / RGP and Soft Contact Lens
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