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Chinese Lunar New ) os Global

The 2016 Chinese Lunar New Year starts today, Mon-
day, February 8th. The Chinese New Year, also
known as the Spring Festival, is the most important
of all the holidays in China, and is also celebrated by
Chinese communities all around the world. It marks
the end of winter and the start of spring. The Lunar
New Year Festival, also known as The Spring Festi-
val, is one of the most important occasions
in China.
The whole festival lasts for fifteen days and culmi-
nates in a lantern festival on the fifteenth day, which
is also when the moon is full.
Lunar New Year Traditions Include:
*Sweeping the house before the festival, in order to
sweep away bad luck
* A Reunion Dinner on Chinese New Year's Eve,
when families gather together to enjoy a traditional
meal. This gives rise to the Chunyun or "spring trans-
portation" - the world's biggest annual human migra-
tion as people in China head home to be with their
family.
*Dressing in red, which symbolizes fire, to scare off
evil spirits
«Setting off fireworks and firecrackers, again to scare
off evil spirits
« Gifts and money are given in red envelopes, from
the older generation to children; and sweets and food
are exchanged.
Annual Houston Event
oo SALIRL S 8 4 In Houston, the 20th
Y IR TG, Annual Texas Lunar
. New Year Festival
" Celebration will take
place on Saturday
February 13, 2016, at
the Reflection Pond
at Houston City Hall
in downtown Houston
from 10 AM — 5PM. The Texas Lunar New Year Festi-

February 8 2016

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

val celebration is the largest celebration of the Asian
New Year in the southwestern United States. It is a
one-of-a-kind family oriented event that attracts large
numbers of people from every ethnic group. (see arti-
cle below.)

Chinese New Year Celebrations Now Going

Global

International newspapers now are saying that the
global celebrations of the Chinese New Year reflect
the country's growing prominence in the world.
According to the People's Daily, many Chinese work-
ing in countries such as Hungary, Irag and the US
are celebrating the festival with the locals and "bring-
ing warmth to the people there".

A range of fascinating displays and events are being
showcased in different parts of the world to mark the
upcoming Chinese NewYear.

Around 180 lanterns have been installed at a shop-
ping mall in Vancouver, Canada, to celebrate the be-
ginning of the Year of
the Monkey. Mean-
while, in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, lanterns shaped
like the famed Terra-
cotta Warriors are at-
tracting huge crowds.
Istanbul, Turkey, on .
the other hand, is the venue for a series of cultural
events and dance performances that have been orga-
nized by the Chinese Ministry of Culture.

In France, there was even a citrus tribute to the Lu-
nar New Year, with some 145 metric tons of lemons
and oranges being used to make displays with Chi-
nese characteristics during the 82nd Lemon festival
in Menton.

Articles in many publications point out that the whole
world is celebrating the Chinese Lunar Festival due
to China's rapid rise and its global influence.

"With closer Beijing-Kuala Lumpur ties... the festive

mood in Malaysia is even more vibrant," writes
Huang Huikang, China's ambassador to Malaysia.
The diplomat adds that Chinese culture will continue
to spread to "every corner of the world" as the coun-
try's influence grows.

Echoing similar views, the Beijing Youth Daily states
that the Spring Festival has been "internationalized".
"It is no longer an occasion celebrated by the Chi-
nese. It is slowing becoming a global festive season,"
notes the commentary.
The commentary
adds that China's eco-
nomic  development
and stronger national
might are the "rea-
sons behind the inter-
nationalization of Chi-
na's Spring Festival". K& : :
"The fact that many countries are joining in the cele-
brations shows that China's soft power is continuing
to influence the world," state-run China News Service
adds.

Festive Bribes

Meanwhile, papers note that the practice of giving
"bribes" in red envelopes to officials has been re-
duced this year.

Red envelopes traditionally contain money and are
given as gifts during the Chinese New Year and other
major social events like weddings and birthdays.
Chinese authorities had earlier an-

nounced a "zero tolerance" policy

towards "red envelope corruption”

and warned officials against col-

lecting bribes during the holiday

season, according to reports.

The official Xinhua News Agency 2016 - Year Of
observes that most people are on- The Fire Monkey

. } The Chinese
ly exchanging red envelopes with  gymbol For
relatives. Monkey
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"People are now handing out the red envelope as a
form of goodwill and no longer as an obligated gift [to
local officials]," notes the state-run agency. Welcom-
ing the trend, the Beijing News believes that officials
are mindful of the government's ongoing anti-corrup-
tion effort.

"People's trust in the central government's determina-
tion in fighting corruption has increased," says the pa-
per, adding that the red envelope has "returned" to its
original purpose of promoting family bonding.
Electronic Red Envelopes

However, some papers are worried that young peo-
ple are becoming too "obsessed" with electronic red
envelopes.

"The traditional
festive scene of
children clad in red,
knelt down,
kowtowing to their
elders, who hand
them red envelopes
containing 'lucky
money' for Spring Festival is now a rarity," Xinhua
News observes.

According to China Daily, more than 1 billion e-red
envelopes were sent out on Lunar New Year's Eve
via WeChat, an instant messaging app.

"Observers have voiced fears of younger people be-
coming so obsessed with sending and receiving We-
Chat red envelopes that they look at their phones
continuously and forget to talk to their families," notes
the daily.

And finally, proof that the Chinese Lunar New Year is
hitting the “big time,” New Yorkers were recently
treated to a special preview of one of the biggest TV
shows in the world, as a special video promoting the
CCTV Spring Festival Gala was displayed on a giant
screen in Times Square. (Courtesy globaldimension.
org.uk/calendar/event/)

Houston’s Largest Asian New Year Celebration

20th Annual Texas Lunar Festival To Be
Held At City Hall In Downtown Houston

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

| (Hous-
ton, Tex-
as) The
20th An-
nual
Texas
Lunar
New
Year
Festival
Celebra-
tion (operating under The Chinese New Year Festival
Inc., a non-profit organization), will take place on Sat-
urday February 13, 2016, at the Reflection Pond at
Houston City Hall in downtown Houston from 10 AM
- 5PM.

This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festi-
val, www.texaslunarfest.net, marks

the second time the multi-cultural event is being held
in the downtown Houston area, having been held last
year at Discovery Green Park

Southern News Group, located in southwest

Houston, is the founding
organization of the Texas
Lunar New Year Festival.
Southern News Group is a
multi-media communications
company that includes
publication of daily Chinese
newspapers with editions in
major U.S. cities, a daily
online newspaper edition, a
digital television station,
yellow pages, printing
services and a world-class

Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond

Houston Mayor
Annise Parker
(right) is joined by  International Trade Center

Southern News
event complex, Southern
Group CEO Wea v pIex, Sou

Lee in front of last News Group is now the
year's Texas Lunar largest Asian media
New Year Festival organization in the

postler E}t the southwestern part of the
event's kick-off )04 states.

party.

This year Southern News will team up with more than
100 companies and organizations from the many
communities of Houston, offering a series of
displays, food booths, entertainment, acrobats, lion
dancers, world-class Shaolin Temple Wushu martial
arts demonstrations and games and door prizes for
all ages. Activities are selected to compliment this
great and exciting celebration with lively
entertainment for the entire family. Last year's
celebration drew over 20,000 attendees. The year of
2016 according to the Chinese Lunar Calendar is the
Year of Monkey.

The Texas Lunar New Year Festival celebration is
the largest celebration of the Asian New Year in the
southwestern United States. It is a one-of-a-kind
family oriented event that attracts large numbers of
people from every ethnic group.

Since 1979, Southern News Group has not only built
the largest Asian media complex in the
southwestern United States, but has also reached
out to the broader community of southwest Houston
with programs that respond to the growing ethnic
diversity of this unique section of one of America's
fastest growing cities. We have initiated and been

Institute and have aired many more educational,
cultural and business-related television programs on
our digital television station, ITV International 55.5,
as well as having hosted over 200 international
business related meetings and events at our
International Trade Center.

The promoters of this year's event are Southern
News Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc.,
International Trade Center, International
Management District, USA Printing, ITV International
Television 55.5, International Press Club,
Southwestern National Bank, and Chinese Chamber
of Commerce of Texas.

For more information please contact Jennifer
Lopez at 281-983-8154 or jenniferitc@gmail.com
or Angela Chen at 281-983-8160 or
angela@scdaily.com.

Chinese New Year Festival 11122 Bellaire Blvd.
Houston, TX 77072 281-498-4310 Fax
281-498-2728

Website: WWW.texaslunarfest.net

The Texas Lunar Festival is a production of
Southern News Group (www.scdaily.com),
Houston, TX.
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For Questions, Vendor
and Sponsorship Opportunities:
(281} 498-4310
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the driving

force behind Xi Calls for Precise Measures to Address Poverty Alleviation in Jiangxi
many http://en.yibada.com/articles/102262/20160204/

community xi-calls-precise-measures-address-poverty-alleviation-jiangxi.htm
projects,

programs and
events that
include the
Texas Lunar
New Year
Festival, the
McDonald's
Education
Workshops,
the Texas
African
Summit, the
ITC Education

Pakistan to Deploy Special Troops to Protect China-Pakistan Corridor
http://en.yibada.com/articles/102285/20160204/
pakistan-deploy-special-troops-protect-china-corridor.htm

Five Police Units Established in Yunnan for Tourist Protection
http://en.yibada.com/articles/102264/20160204/
five-police-units-yunnan-established-tourist-protection.htm

Chinese leaders congratulate Sri Lanka on anniversary of founding
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-02/04/c_135075193.htm

China hopes Syrian talks will resume
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-02/04/c_135075535.htm

China vows better platforms for entrepreneurship and innovation
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-02/04/c_135075447 .htm

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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