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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW ¢

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979 February 11 , 2016

The Economics Of Celebration Fe/tAl/ Over The G/obe

John T. Robbins, Editor

When China Celebrates,
The Whole World Benefits

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

celebrations.
At the
sprawling
shopping
center in
southern
California's
Orange County
this week,
there are
scarlet red
dresses on the

A 'flash mob' featuring a hundred performers in  Mannequins at

Chinese New Year Decorations At
South Coast Plaza In Southern
California

monkey costumes makes an appearance to the windows of Carolina Herrera and Balenciaga
celebrate the arrival of the Chinese New Year  mainly intended for receiving Chinese customers.

in Times Square on Manhattan, New York, the
United States, Feb. 6, 2016.The event is an
effort to let people from all over the world

Dolce & Gabbana is selling a monkey-print T-shirt,
exclusive to the mall, in honor of the Year of the

experience the beauty of Chinese culture, and a  Monkey. Monkey takes the 9th place on the Chinese

move to convey the New Year's blessings. zodiac circle.

(Xinhua/Wang Lei) At this time of the year, many U.S. malls, particularly
BEIJING, Feb. 9 (Xinhua) -- The Spring Festival tradi- those in West Coast cities with large Asian-American
tionally is the most important time of the year for fami-  or Asian expatriate communities, feature Chinese Lu-
ly reunion, but as China has become prosperous, an nar New Year celebrations or decor. But the South

increasing number of wealthy Chinese are opting to Coast Plaza is
travel abroad, which translates into big business for rapidly-growing

looking beyond its local clientele to a
base of wealthy Chinese tourists

global retailers. spending serious retail money abroad.

In the Western world, the traditional shopping season  The center has assiduously courted China since the
usually lasts a month from Thanksgiving to Christmas  early 2000s, long before that country's boom in for-
holidays. But in recent years, Chinese consumers eign tourism. It was the first shopping center in the U.

have managed to add another month to it with the S. to accept China Union Pay,
celebration of the Spring Festival, which is as big a a Chinese bank card. It was a

deal as Christmas to U.S. malls. prescient investment. Chinese Um‘onPa
According to the Quartz, South Coast Plaza, the shoppers now make up 30 per- Egﬂ!
highest-grossing mall in the United States with 1.7 cent of the global luxury goods

billion U.S. dollars in sales in 2015, its peak season market, with about half of spending done abroad.

begins the day after Thanksgiving and ends not at Some economists have predicted that although Amer-
Christmas but at the close of Chinese New Year icans are still the largest consumers in the world, Chi-

nese consumers will one day have more spending
power than Americans with a growing number of mid-
dle class.

The Chinese government estimates that 2.91 billion
trips of all kinds will be taken over the Chinese Lunar
New Year's 40-day travel season, in what is thought
to be the largest yearly movement of people in the
world.

This year, overseas visits conducted by Chinese tour-
ists are expected to reach a high of six million over
the week-long holiday season that start officially on
February 7, according to Ctrip, a major online travel
site in the world's second-largest economy. That rep-
resents a 15 percent increase over the total of 5.2 mil-
lion overseas visits conducted by Chinese tourists
over the Lunar New Year season last year.

According to the China National Tourism
Administration, Chinese tourists undertook more than
120 million visits overseas in 2015, many of which
helped support
growth in the
countries of
destination.

In 2014, Chinese
tourists splashed
165 billion dollars
overseas, a 28
percent rise from a
year ago, the World
Tourism Organization found in a report released
recently.

Besides the sales of U.S. malls, Chinese tourists also
helped to provide a significant boost to Japan's
economy. The Japan Tourism Agency confirmed in a
report that Chinese tourists made up 40 percent of
total consumption by foreigners in 2015 and spent an
average of 2,393 dollars in Japan.

Chinese Tour Group In
Tokyo's Ginza District

In Japan's Kobe, celebration of the Chinese Spring
Festival and visits by Chinese consumers this year
have both added vigor and vitality to Nanjing town,
the second largest Chinatown in Japan, as well as
economic benefits to the region.

Along the streets, restaurants and shops showed off
their cuisine on
display stands,
hawking about
dim sum,
dumplings,
buns and other
traditional
Chinese food.

Dozens of

people lined up Entrance To Nanjing Town, The

Second Largest Chinatown In
Japan.

in front of a
renowned
restaurant selling steamed stuffed buns. Two hours
passed, and the line was not shortened a bit.
According to the organizer, about 30,000 people
were expected to visit every day during the five-day
celebration, including not only nostalgic Chinese im-
migrants, but also Japanese citizens and foreign tour-
ists who are fascinated by Chinese culture.

"Spring Festival celebration has become a grand
event for Nanjing town as well as for the city of Ko-
be. We will continue to hold colorful activities to at-
tract more visitors to Nanjing town," said Hiroshi
Takigawa, head of the executive committee of the
Spring Festival celebration of Nanjing town.

As the world is facing daunting challenges including
economic downturns, regional turmoils and refugee
crises, the Spring Festival and Chinese consumers
will bring enormous benefits to the world economy.
(Courtesy news.xinhuanet.com/english)

Houston’s Largest Asian New Year Celebration
20th Annual Texas Lunar Festival To Be
Held At City Hall In Downtown Houston

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond

(Houston, Texas) The 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festival
Celebration (operating under The Chinese New Year Festival Inc., a
non-profit organization), will take place on Saturday February 13,
2016, at the Reflection Pond at Houston City Hall in downtown Hous-
ton from 10 AM - 5PM.

This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festival, www.tex-
aslunarfest.net, marks

the second time the multi-cultural event is being held in the down-
town Houston area, having been held last year at Discovery Green
Park

Southern News Group, located in southwest Houston, is the founding
organization of the Texas Lunar New Year Festival. Southern News
Group is a multi-media communications company that includes
publication of daily Chinese newspapers with editions in major U.S.
cities, a daily online newspaper edition, a digital television station,
yellow pages, printing services and a world-class International Trade
Center event complex, Southern News Group is now the largest
Asian media organization in the southwestern part of the United
States.

This year Southern News will team up with more

reached out to the broader community of southwest Houston with
programs that respond to the growing ethnic diversity of this unique
section of one of America's fastest growing cities. We have initiated
and been the driving force behind many community projects,
programs and events that include the Texas Lunar New Year
Festival, the McDonald's Education Workshops, the Texas African
Summit, the ITC Education Institute and have aired many more
educational, cultural and business-related television programs on our
digital television station, ITV International 55.5, as well as having

hosted over 200 international
business related meetings and
events at our International Trade
Center.

The promoters of this year's event
are Southern News Group, Chinese
New Year Festival Inc., International
Trade Center, International
Management District, USA Printing,
ITV International Television 55.5,
International Press Club,
Southwestern National Bank, and
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of
Texas.

For more information please
contact Jennifer Lopez at
281-983-8154 or
jenniferitc@gmail.com or Angela
Chen at 281-983-8160 or
angela@scdaily.com.

Chinese New Year Festival 11122

Bellaire Blvd. Houston, TX 77072 281-498-4310 Fax

281-498-2728
Website: WWW.texaslunarfest.net

The Texas Lunar Festival is a production of Southern News
Group (www.scdaily.com), Houston, TX.

TEXALF LUNAR

Admission S 6.00

Houston Mayor Annise
Parker (right) is joined
by Southern News
Group CEO Wea Lee in
front of last year's Texas
Lunar New Year Festival
poster at the event's

The Largest Asian New Year Celebration
Saturday, February 13, 2016 1 10:00AM - 5:00PM

Children under 12 - Free

City Hall / Hermann Square
901 Bagby, Houston, Texas 77002
For Questions, Vendor

and Sponsorship Opportunities:
(281) 498-4310

Y
=
ul
-
&
i

N

O AT A
Kick—off party. "= Protrait EXRibitiopi

.B\r'l:all'e"bvaﬂr‘[‘.'hengkimg yu 8

@@; -~ -o“@
waamd Yl i  ErcoruliAlns o)

www.texaslunarfest.net

than 100 companies and organizations from the
many communities of Houston, offering a series
of displays, food booths, entertainment,
acrobats, lion dancers, world-class Shaolin
Temple Wushu martial arts demonstrations and
games and door prizes for all ages. Activities are
selected to compliment this great and exciting
celebration with lively entertainment for the entire
family. Last year's celebration drew over 20,000
attendees. The year of 2016 according to the
Chinese Lunar Calendar is the Year of Monkey.
The Texas Lunar New Year Festival celebration
is the largest celebration of the Asian New Year
in the southwestern United States. It is a
one-of-a-kind family oriented event that attracts
large numbers of people from every ethnic group.
Since 1979, Southern News Group has not only
built the largest Asian media complex in the
southwestern United States, but has also

Wang's African Tour Signals Strong China-Africa Ties
http://en.yibada.com/articles/103142/20160209/
wangs-african-tour-signals-strong-china-africa-ties.htm

Zuckerberg's New Facebook Video Attempts to Win Over China
http://en.yibada.com/articles/103212/20160209/
zuckerbergs-new-facebook-video-attempts-win-over-china.htm

Third batch of free trade zones to be finalized shortly
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2016-01/25/content_23236185.htm

Chinese spending more money on buying printed books
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture/2016-02/03/content_23367386.htm

Foreign brands look to profit from the monkey
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2016-02/03/content_23366465.htm

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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