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Main Office
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John T. Robbins, Editor

First Imported Case Of Zika
Virus In China Confirmed

Compiled And Edlted By John T Robbms News&Review Editor

Despite the first confirmed These mosquitoes infected with Zika has been linked to a condition called microceph-
imported case of Zika in China, bacteria are believed to effectively aly, in which babies are born with underdeveloped B
NHFPC remains positive that the reduce the local mosquito popula- brains.

risk of the virus spreading in the tion, said Xi, a microbiology profes- While the disease is a concern for women who are,
country remains low. This is sor from Sun Yat-sen University in  or may become, pregnant, most other sufferers expe-
according to an evaluation Guangzhou, Guangdong Province.  rience only mild symptoms, such as fevers and skin
conducted by public health experts The team of researchers was al- rashes. (Courtesy en.yibada.com/articles)

and officials, both of whom ready successful in reducing mos-
deemed China's low temperature quito populations by 90 percent
as detrimental to the virus's last year during a trial. This al-
spread. lowed the containment of a local

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group - Founded June 16, 1979
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mported case of

- Zika virus has been
confirmed by the
National Health and
y Family Planning
Commission
(NHFPC) on
Researchers are planning to uesday, Feb. 9,

launch an initiative that will according to a
help counter the spread of report by China

How the Zika virus spread around the world

People have been fumigating homes
against the mosquito that carries
the virus, across South and Central
America.
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is slowly recovering, his body temperature returning and rashes. The virus is spread through mosquito
to normal and his rashes fading. bites. linked as a possible side effect. The United States
The patient had traveled to Venezuela, where he Researchers are also planning to launch an initiative has also recently reported a sexually transmitted Zika
showed signs of headache, dizziness and fever on that will help counter the spread of Zika in the coun- case this year. The World Health Organization
Jan. 28. He returned to Jiangxi Province on Feb. 5 try. Laboratory-produced male Aedes aegypti mosqui- (WHO) is currently performing an investigation to con-
via a connecting flight to Hong Kong and Shenzhen. toes with Wolbachia bacteria are expected to be firm this method of transmission.

He has been placed in quarantine since Feb. 6 and launched in South China around March, according to  Brazil has been particularly badly affected, prompting
has received treatment in a hospital. Xi Zhiyong, the lead researcher. concern about its hosting of this summer's Olympics.

rate, with severe birth defects among babies in Brazil
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An international health emergency has been declared
by the World Health Organization over the virus,
which has spread rapidly in South and Central
America, as well as the Caribbean.
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Houston’s Largest Asian New Year Celebration

20th Annual Texas Lunar Festival To Be
Held At City Hall In Downtown Houston
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Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond
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Temple Wushu martial
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International
Trade Center.
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This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar

year of 2016 according to the Chi-

Year Festival  year's Texas Lunar

Children under 12 - Free

For Questions, Vendor

Specialist in Orthodontics
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New Year Festival, www.texaslu-
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major U.S. cities, a daily online news-
paper edition, a digital television sta-
tion, yellow pages, printing services
and a world-class International Trade

have initiated and been the driving
force behind many community proj-
ects, programs and events that in-
clude the Texas Lunar New Year

281-498-4310 Fax 281-498-2728
Website: WWW.texaslunarfest.net
The Texas Lunar Festival is a
production of Southern News
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https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/
meet-the-cutest-asian-american-baby-that-was-named/

Third batch of free trade zones to be finalized shortly
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2016-01/25/content_23236185.htm

China to implement 2.5-day weekend this summer

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2016-01/24/content_23216830.htm

chinese-led-investor-group-acquire-chicago-stock-exchange.htm

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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Decline of American Value and American Public School

A local public school story happened a year ago at Piper School
Board, Piper, Kansas City, had reached national mass media including
CBS and New York Times. The news reporting might have raised a few
eyebrows even created a little emotional reaction but the hidden issue the
writer, Jodi Wilgoren implied - Declining American Value - in her long
article, entitled, School Cheating Scandal Tests a Town's Values, in the
New York Times (2-14-2002) was never answered. A biologist teacher,
Christine Pelton, who gave a zero grade to 28 students in her class for
plagiarism in their botany project, collecting leafs and do research on
them, was at the center of the story. The Piper High School Principal,
Michael Adams, and the school superintendent, Dr. Michael Rooney,
supported the teacher's decision but after some parents complained and
protested to the school board, the superintendent under pressure ordered
the teacher to change the grade. The teacher refused and resigned. Her
resignation caught the town's attention and aroused a sympathetic support
for her including some of her colleagues. This story stayed in my school
board file holder undeleted because it raised a serious question on my
mind: What did Jodi Wilgoren mean by stating that the incidence had been
viewed as “a symbol of decline in American Value™?

In America, we value democracy and accept a variety of forms
of democracy. The American public school board is one such unique
democratic system established to 'guide and supervise' the public school
district. The school board members are elected by the district citizens to
represent them. The election of school board is a form of democracy, a rare
kind (not like other elections of political offices) that its campaign finance
is never an issue. I can attest to that as a school board member of my local
community. I have reported honestly that I have received and spent zero
dollars in each of my school board campaign. The school board members
or trustees receive no compensation of any kind; the elected school board
members perform their duties like volunteers. So in the Piper School
District incidence, whatever decision the board made should have been
done under the democratic school board guideline, an exercise of true
democracy. There was hardly any misuse of power or corruption in the
board other than the board was under 'public pressure' to make their
decision. I use a quote notation on “public pressure” simply to highlight
that this public pressure is by no means representing the majority of the
school district voters or stakeholders. A few parents or concerned citizens
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could be loud enough in a school board meeting or diligent enough to
collect a few dozens of petition names to make the elected school
board members to bow under pressure. After all, the school board
members are often not elected by a real majority since often the
school board election receives less than 20% of eligible voters' votes
from the district.

The American public school boards face many issues like
the Piper School incidence. So the Town Value or American Value
questioned in Ms Pelton's article deserves some thinking. In my
opinion with the Piper case in mind, we are not losing American value
because the plagiarism is on the rise. Sure there are people who
plagiarize. For example, Mary Burke, a Democrat running for
governor in Wisconsin faced allegations of plagiarism - her jobs plan
copied from other Democratic candidates and Dr. Monica Wehby, a
Republican running for the State Senator in Oregon —was accused of
plagiarism as well copying her health care and economic plans from
various Republican sources. Another example, John Walsh was
appointed to the junior Senator for the state of Montana after Senator
Max Baucus was appointed the Ambassador to China. Walsh, a
Democrat was heading into a tough reelection bid, but then Walsh'
was accused of plagiarism in his masters thesis from the Army War
College. In the above cases, they all lost their elections. So, even there
is a rise of citizen plagiarism, we do have tools to judge the extent and
intention involved to catch plagiarism, a sort of anti-plagiarism
enforcement as done by Our Bad Media exposing the above cases.

Americans have not lost value in condemning plagiarism.
Living under Internet and cell phone environment, using Google
search and Wikipedia is not only legitimate but encouraged. The Piper
students should be given the benefit of the doubt that they had used
the search tools for the right intention. The teacher if suspecting
plagiarism was rampant could easily give references to the Internet
contents and post questions and assignments to lead the students to do
research and thinking work rather than just copy and paste. If the
project was over the entire semester, the teacher should bear some
responsibility for not communicating with the students/parents leading

them to the intended purpose of the project. After all, the ultimate duty
of a teacher is to make students learn not to punish them.

However, the town value or American value was not lost on
'Justice' regarding protection of the teacher's job or duty either. The
public support including that of the teacher community and job offers
Ms Christine Pelton received was a good indication that American
value still included justice. It was utterly unfair for Christine to be
pressured to resign; equally unjust even if she voluntarily resigned.
The superintendent and the school board obviously had made a
mistake in handling this matter ending with such an unfortunate result.
Christine's intention was not at fault at all, she might be able to direct
the class to avoid an unnecessary confrontation but her dignity and job
as a teacher should have been protected by the school board and the
school system. From this Piper School incident and many other
incidences in our public school systems, I do see a serious Decline in
American Value, but not about plagiarism, job discrimination or
justice. What is it then?

In thinking about this question, I do believe that we are
seeing a decline in American Value. What we are losing is the
understanding and respect of true democracy our founding fathers left
us, the old American value - the majority's position must be honored in
reaching decisions. In our practice of two centuries of democracy, we
seem to have shifted gradually and now rapidly from 'seeking the
majority opinion' to 'covering up or silencing the majority' through
activism based on self-interest, typically done by a vocal minority.
Instead of conscientiously seeking out the true public (majority)
opinion, the media spin the activists' views to be politically correct
hence masking or covering up the majority view. This is happening in
foreign affairs (wars we engaged in), national issues (healthcare, gay
marriage, immigration, public debt, religious rights ...) and community
issues (such as that faced by the Piper school board). Efforts for
seeking true public opinions are silenced and never attempted. The end
result is the dysfunction of democracy in our school systems, in our
town halls and in our Congress. The political process is directed to win
(unfortunately from activists positions) not to explore and follow the
real majority wish. Sadly, the American politicians seemed to be taught
and brought up to firmly believe in the view that the majority does not
know how to vote or they don't vote. Hence the politicians only pay
attention to the special interest groups rather than seeking the true
majority opinion. Pondering on the Piper School incidence and our
national political arena, I feel I can conclude that the serious decline in
American Value is in the true value of democracy!
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