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Houston Area: Dallas Area:
Main Office

713-596-2888

Spring Branch
713-273-1838

Katy Branch
281-762-6688 972-348-3488
First Colony Branch ~ Arlington Branch
713-596-2588 817-261-5585

972-348-3433

Garland Branch
972-272-3375

Harwin Branch
713-273-1888

Richardson Branch ~ Harry-Hines Branch  Legacy Branch

Nevada Area:
Las Vegas Branch

972-348-3466 702-777-9988
Plano Branch Amariosa Valley

469-429-2422 Branc
775-372-1100

Carrollton Branch
972-428-5088

Pahrump Branch
775-751-1773
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John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Reading More Prmted Books

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A "flash-mob" event in Beijing's subway aims
to raise awareness of reading printed books.
(Photos/China Daily)

Wang Chong and his friends gathered at under-
ground train stations in the cities of Beijing, Shanghai
and Wuhan for a few days in January with the aim of
getting noticed.

As they got in and out of coaches-and they did quite
a bit of that - they made sure fellow commuters saw
them glued to the books they were carrying.

Their flash mob was to raise awareness of reading
among Chinese, says Wang, who initiated the activity.
"lt's time for us to pay more attention to our inner
lives," the 27-year-old Beijinger says of what he per-
ceives as the need to read.

He got a master's degree in philosophy three years

ago, and reading has become an important part of
his life, he says.

In the past year, many Chinese like Wang have spent
money buying books - both offline and online.

Since 2014, the goal of building a "nation of readers"
has been included in the annual Re-
port on the Work of the Govern-
ment.

The market value of printed books
grew at 10 percent in 2014 and at
12.8 percent in 2015,according to
Open Book, an industry monitor.
Dangdang, China's largest online
bookseller, sold 500 million copies in 2015, rising-
from330million in the previous year. JD.com, another
leading online bookseller, sold 200 million copies last
year - 12 printed books for every online user on an
average.

But in 2014, Chinese read 4.56 copies of offline
books on an average, as compared with 4.77 in2013.
While the purchase of offline books went up, people
spent at least 30 minutes on an average reading
books on smartphones and other devices last year.
Last year's best-seller was the coloring book Secret
Garden, according to OpenBook.Dangdang sold
some 1.5 million copies.

Other popular titles in 2015 included The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini, Unworried Store by Higashino

Keigo and Pingfan de Shijie (Ordinary World) by Lu
Yao, according to Open Book.

When the Chinese stock markets hit their highest
point of last year, books on investment and finance
peaked in sales, according to Dangdang.

. Last year, the most popular pur-
chase among Chinese in their 40s
and 50s was The Lost Nutriology:
Away from Diseases. People born a
decade or two later loved Zero to
One: Notes on Startups or How to
Build the Future, among similar
books.

For younger Chinese, the majority of the books they
bought were on English and political examinations,
the online bookstore says.

The popularity of some Chinese TV series also led to
the sale of novels on which they are based,including
Faerie Blossom, Nirvana in Fire and Legend of Mi-
yue.

In general, leading online bookstores, including Dang-
dang and JD, say Chinese bought a lot of self-help
books last year.

According to a survey by Beijing Normal University,
Chinese still prefer printed books.

Among the nearly 30,000 people who took the survey
online, nearly 51.9 percent say they like reading
printed books, followed by 26.8 percent who like

reading on
smart-
phones, and
others who
read on
computers.
Dangdang,
with 20
million digital
readers, saw about 100 million copies of books
downloaded in 2015. The average time readers spent
on its reading app surpassed an hour per day.

But it is still very hard to survey digital books in China
because of piracy issues, says Yao Hong,marketing
director of Open Book.

YuHong, managing director of Amazon Kindle, said
at the Beijing International Book Fair in August that in
the last three years, the download volume of books
on Kindle has been growing.

But Kindle users read only 42 percent of the books
on the e-reader. The rest are read offline.

As the government is advocating more reading and is
building more libraries, the industry of printed books
will see at least 10 years of golden development, Xu
Jianhua, a professor of Nankai University, says in an
interview with Chinaxwcb.com, a site under the State
Administration of Press, Publication,Radio, Film and
Television. (Courtesy www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture)
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Gerber Selected The Winner Out Of 170,000

Gerber Baby 2015 Photo Search Applicants

Asian-American Baby Named
The New Face Of Gerber!

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

. cants.

_. The 7-month-old baby girl from Troy,
{  Michigan, will be the newest face of
Gerber after her photo was selected
in the 6th annual Gerber Baby Photo

Search.

Say Hello to the Adorable
New Gerber Baby Isla! 'She's
Always Smiling,' Says Her
Mom.

the time!"

This week, Gerber finally announced their adorable new
spokesbaby for 2016! The iconic baby food company se-
lected the winner out of 170,000 Ger-
ber Baby 2015 photo search appli- &

! The winning photo, picked from a ¥
pool of over 170,000 entries, shows :
Isla grinning directly into the camera -
adorable dimples and all.

"She's the happiest little baby, she's al-
ways smiling," her mother Rachael told PEOPLE Maga-
zine. "The smile from the photo is literally on her face all

Isla's parents will receive a $50,000 grand prize and $1,500
worth of Gerber childrens wear for winning the competition.

Gerber Baby Foods Have Been The
Staple Of Infant And baby Foods In
The U.S. For Generations

contest and we do believe every baby is a Gerber baby,
but we fell in love with Isla's cheeky smile and fun hair!"

Isla will also be featured in the compa-  pot.
ny's 2016 advertising campaigns.
Little Isla is the first Asian-American
to represent the company in their
iconic campaign," Gerber confirmed.
8 "The Gerber judges look for happy ba-
¥ bies who are judged on their visual
appeal, expressiveness  and consis-
tency with Gerber's heritage and mis-
. sion," Nestle Infant Nutrition's senior
media marketing manager, Bernadette
Tortorella, announced in a written state-
ment. "The photo search is not a beauty

Rachael compares her daughter's success in the annual

Gerber contest to win-
ning the Powerball Jack-

"We were so taken
aback!" she says. "l
mean, she's a winner in
our book every day, but
| guess other people
recognize it, too."

"We can't wait until
she's older and she can
comprehend it all," says
the doting mother with a
laugh. "Maybe it can be
her show and tell!"
(Courtesy www.
globalcitizen.org/en)

Nestle Infant Nutrition's
senior media marketing
manager, Bernadette
Tortorella, said in a statement
that, “we fell in love with
Isla's cheeky smile and fun
hair!"

TRADE CENTER

Houston Texas -

200 Front Desk

Michaela Betton
Office: 832-448-0190
Email: michelle@itchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 832-448-0519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan

Office:832-448-0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef

Office: 832-423-5690

Email:pegah@graduatemed.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren

Office:832-448-0522
Email:tomren88@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario

Office:832-448-0523

Email: prosatio65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University - TTUISD
Sam Oswald/Victotia Qin
Office: 832-448-0191

Email: sam.oswald(@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Offce: 281-498-4310

Email: wealee(@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede
Office: 832-448-0526

Email:gezahgen(@juno.com

212 The Entrepreneurs Network
Errol Jones
Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Etrol Jones

Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

International Trade Center Business Ditectory

832-448-0192

victoria.qin(@ttu.edu

Matie Lee

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
| 11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The International Trade Center s regstered with U.S ntemal Revenue Service as 2 301C6 non-profit oganizaion.

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham

Office: 832-448-0518

Email: sijollie(@ caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832-448-0530
Email: marie-lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise
Ines Chauran

Office: 832-448-0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
Maria D. Cortazat
Office: 832-448-0531

Email:mcortazar@macorinvestments.com

219 International Press Club
John Robbins

Office: 832-448-0193
Email:john@scdaily.com

Val Thompson
Office: 832-448-0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832-448-0538

James Shu
Office: 832-448-0533
Email:shu_xj@msn.com

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

222 Houston International Trade Development Council

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Email:RMoll@hilltivkins.com

231-233 Shu & Associates

A subsidiary

"Building Bridges to'International Business"

The Southern Nes
Corporate Office - H

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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@7 AAA TEXAS LLC

FERAHE/EFIRER
EERIRE - BGILEE

Mortgage Alliance

Conventional / FHA

R

Bernard Chaung
chaung.bernard@aaa-texas.com

Free Pre - qualify

New Purchase / Refinance

Low Down Payment Loan

Fixed and Adjustable

Zero Closing Cost Loan
95% No MI FNMA Loan

PO X R 58
 F 2 &K

¥ 1R R 1% A4
~ B HRE
v ARk 75 &% 1%

Cash Out / Home Equity Loan

NMLS # 9891

’H’\ if\ Peter Lin

Mortgage Broker
TX NMLS #290226

TEL(713)927-6800 (713)284-6243
9311 Katy Frwy,Ste E,Houston,TX 77024

www.mortgage-alliance.com
Office: 713-777-1377
7001 Corporate Dr., Suite 268, Houston, TX 77036

Fax: 281-656-5360

NMLS #295953

i » Sutherland Mortgage Services Inc.

est s Bureau BEE M B ERIERFE - A+
BBB “PINNACLE AWARD”— 2013, “WINNER OF Distinction”- 2012
AFEE N+ NSRRI, K3+ —RERIRIT

BEEM/ Purchase
{EEBEH ER/ Refinance
BT EE I H#E) DPA

h KIEASE
Jeng Y. Ling BEHEEH/Commercial
(C) 713-560-1106 (O) 713-579-7225 =
WA () 866-276-7852 (F) 281-605-4377 [A+)
BRELAN JENG @SUTHERLANDMORTGAGE.COM

WWW.SUTHERLANDMORTGAGE.COM | 2. gl
5959 Corporate Drive # 3000 Houston, TX 77036
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v, P Fax: 281-969-8696
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f% @4501 Cartwright Road, Suite #602, Missouri City, TX 77459

AW - AL 9:30AM-6:00P
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1Eiig;s. 73
AP RBRERREATDTEEENMELBELEIRESENRBRAT, 2 : Hartford, Safeco. Zurich, Travelers, Progressive,
American Mercury,American First,Fidelity.Foremost.Republic,Unicare.Bluecross BlueShield.Aetna.ING::-.
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- 5 al WA
Tel: 281-933-0002 Fax: 281-933-0898, "ol ﬁ _ N
-mail: anthonypham@apinsurancetax.com - o

A
n, TX ,77072({7)i? Bellaire #il Wilcrest, Kimson Bellaire 3} i)
n, TX 77065

Southwest: 10786 Bellaire Blvd #D,Housto
Northwest: 10900 Jones Road Suite #5, Housto
Katy: 5770 Fry Road Suite #E, Katy, TX 77449

Jason Yeo

Allrisc Insurance Agency
6918 Corporate Drive Unit B1
Houston, TX 77036
jason@allrisc.com

The ARRP Automobile insurance Program from The Hartford is undeswrithen by Hartfond Fire |

fihe general purposes of AARP, AARP membership is required for Program eligiity in most
&l states in accordance with state flkngs and spplicable Law. You have e oplion of purcha:

ance Company and is affilates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT DB155. CA license number 515
Trumball Insurance Company. AARP does not emplay or endorss agents of brokess. AARP and s affliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartloed peays royally fees to AARP for the

LARP

2. In
it

“Ask me about the MR The
AARP Auto Hartford #J AARP
Insurance Prograr?” EERBETE - |
from The Hartford'. R ——
Now available in your area! M EEEHIEEEL !
This auto insurance is designed ZIRAEREES AARP B8
exclusively for AARP members EBE5ITE  BIEEREEHMN
- and is now available through your Hartford BirfCEBEHEE !
local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, BRENE - Mgt fmm
no-obligation quote: EHEERE -

713-777-6000

Auto Insurance “§
Program iwm

THE
HARTFORD

Washington, the Program is undenwritten by
5 inteliectiaal property. These fees are used for

anks are indvidualy undenwritien and some may not quality, Specific features, credits, and discounts. may vary and may not be availble in

dinectly from The Hartford, Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or senvices of your independent agent

! In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Sourthern County Mutual Insurance Company, throwgh Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible
far insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.
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