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John T. Robbins, Editor

China Deploys Surface-To-Air
Missiles To Disputed Island
In The South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A Chinese Coast Guard Vessel Passes By A
Nearby Vietnamese Marine Cutter In The South
China Sea

The Chinese military has deployed an advanced sur-
face-to-air missile system to one of its contested is-
lands in the South China Sea according to civilian sat-
ellite imagery exclusively obtained by Fox News,
more evidence that China is increasingly "militarizing"
its islands in the South China Sea and ramping up
tensions in the region.

The imagery from ImageSat International (I1SI) shows
two batteries of eight surface-to-air missile launchers
as well as a radar system on Woody Island, part of
the Paracel Island chain in the South China Sea.

It is the same island chain where a U.S. Navy de-
stroyer sailed close to another contested island a few
weeks ago. China at the time vowed “consequenc-

es” for the action.

Woody Island is also claimed by Taiwan and by Viet-
nam.

After Fox News first reported on the satellite images
showing the deployment, Reuters confirmed today
with Taiwan’ s defense ministry that the missile batter-
ies had been set up on the island. A US defense offi-
cial also confirmed the “apparent deployment” of the
missiles.

Imagery from ImageSat
International reveals two
batteries of eight
surface-to-air missile
launchers, plus a radar
system, on Woody Island,
Fox reported. The weaponry
arrived over the past week
or so, judging by satellite
imagery. What had been an
empty area on Feb. 3 was
occupied by the missiles by
Feb. 14.

According to the images, a beach on the island was
empty on Feb. 3, but the missiles were visible by
Feb. 14.

A U.S. official confirmed the accuracy of the photos.
The official said the imagery viewed appears to show
the HQ-9 air defense system, which closely resem-
bles Russia’ s S-300 missile system. The HQ-9 has a

Diagram including a satellite image of
the beach from Feb. 14. (Photo/
ImageSat International)

range of 125 miles, which would pose a
threat to any airplanes, civilians or mili- |
tary, flying close by.

This comes as President Obama hosts
10 leaders from Southeast Asia -- Indone- ===
sia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, |
Thailand, Bruneil, Vietnam, Laos, Myan-
mar and Cambodia -- in Palm Springs,
many of those leaders concerned over
8 China’ s recent activity in
the South China Sea. "The
United States will continue to fly, sail
and operate wherever international law
allows," Obama said Tuesday.

The Pentagon was watching the devel-
opments closely, a defense official told
Fox News. "The United States contin-
- ues to call on all claimants to halt land
reclamation, construction, and militari-
zation of features in the South China
Sea," the official said.

In the past two years, China has built over 3,000
acres of territory atop seven reefs in the area. There
are a total of three runways built on three of the artifi-
cial islands.

On Jan. 30, a US Navy destroyer sailed within 12
nautical miles of Triton Island—also part of the Para-
cels—in a freedom-of-navigation exercise. A few
days later, China’ s foreign-ministry spokesman

Screenshot From PreS|dent Obama is meetlng with 10 world
leaders during a special Summit of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage last week.

called that action “dangerous and irresponsible” and
said the US was “seriously harming relevant regional
peace and stability.” A subsequent column in the Xin-
hua newswire said, “Facts have proved that China,
instead of doing any harm to the freedom of naviga-
tion in the South China Sea, has provided public ser-
vices to ensure the safety of all vessels sailing in the
waters.”

After China added runways and other facilities to its
manmade islands in the sea’ s similarly contested
Spratly archipelago, it also claimed they were merely
for civilian use, and argued that its intent with the
new infrastructure was to provide services to passing
ships.

It is unclear what services surface-to-air missiles
might provide to passing ships or civilians.

(Courtesy www.qgz.com and Fox News)

Third Group Of Free Trade Zones
In China To Be Finalized Soon

Fujian Pilot Free Trade Zone Is Striving to
innovate. [Photo/IC]

The third group of free trade zones (FTZs) is expect-
ed to be finalized shortly, with inland areas and prov-
inces along the Belt and Road getting priority, China
Securities Journal reported on Monday.

As an important measure to promote regional eco-
nomic development, applying for FTZ and taking part
in the construction of the Belt and Road have been
put forward at local governments' two sessions since
the beginning of the year.

Last month, the State Council issued the Opinions
on Speeding up the Implementation of Free Trade
Zone Strategy, which proposed to further optimize
the construction layout of the free trade zones and
quicken the implementation of the FTZ strategy.

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Henan CPPCC Chairman Ye Dongsong put forward
the construction of Henan FTZ for the first time at
the central province's two sessions on Saturday.
Ye said the provincial government will intensify ef-
forts to improve the construction and competitive
edge of Zhengzhou Airport Comprehensive Econom-
ic Experimental Zone, apply for Henan Free Trade
Zone, and build Zhengzhou Cross-border E-com-
merce Pilot Zone.
Shaanxi, a major province along the Belt and Road,
has called for FTZ construction in northwestern prov-
ince. Shaanxi governor Lou Qinjian said on Sunday
that the province will actively try to build Shaanxi Pi-
lot Free Trade Zone, promote trade facilitation, and
establish cooperation with 13 domestic port cities.

In August 2013, China established the first pilot FTZ
in Shanghai. In April last year, three more FTZs
were established in the southern province of Guang-
dong, the Tianjin municipality in the north and anoth-
er in the southeastern province of Fujian. (Courtesy
www.chinadaily.com.cn/business)
Related

Shanghai FTZ To Speed Up Customs Clearance

For Imported Products

SHANGHAI, June 18 (Xinhua) -- China's border
inspectors and customs authorities said Thursday

Robbins, News&Review Editor
that they will
streamline
clearance for
products to be
sold within the
Shanghai free
trade zone, the
latest of a string
of measures to encourage cross-border e-commerce
to resuscitate tumbling trade growth.

The streamlined process would shorten the time be-
tween products' arrival at the port to being put on the
shelves in the FTZ by up to 80 percent.

China's foreign trade growth came in way below the
7.5 percent target set for last year and latest official
data also show trade slumping 7.8 percent during
the first five months this year from the same period a
year ago.

Speedier customs clearance is particularly important
for farm produce, meat and fishery products as they
have shorter shelf life and require more sophisticat-
ed and costlier storage to stay fresh.

Authorities also gave the green light on Thursday to
allow companies in the FTZ to sell imported fresh
products such as fruits and meat.

Imported seafood, wines, fruits and other fresh food

LEmrE

%3@%;&&%{.\

sold at the store in Shanghai FTZ have been popular
and were often sold out last year, as Chinese con-
sumers are showing a growing appetite for what they
see as quality products from countries like the Unit-
ed States and Japan.

Shanghai customs will allow importers to deliver
samples to be screened by air before the whole ship-
ment arrives by sea, to shorten the time for clear-
ance.

The process was used earlier this month to clear a
batch of milk pow-
der from lIreland,
which was put on
sale in the FTZ
11 days after re-
porting to cus-
toms, compared [

with 55 days before.

Cross-border sales have grown tenfold in the past
four years in China to 20 billion dollars last year, ac-
cording to research firm eMarketers. China's Ministry
of Commerce has predicted sales through cross-bor-
der e-commerce to hit 1 trillion next year and will
eventually take up one fifth of the country's total
trade volume. (Courtesy news.xinhuanet.com)

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CENTER

Houston Texas

200 Front Desk

Michaela Betton
Office: 832-448-0190
Email: michelle@jitchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 832-448-0519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan

Office:832-448-0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef

Office: 832-423-5690

Email:pegah@graduatemed.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren

Office:832-448-0522
Email:tomren88(@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario

Office:832-448-0523

Email: prosario65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University - TTUISD

Sam Oswald/Victoria Qin
Office: 832-448-0191

Email: sam.oswald@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Office: 281-498-4310

Email: wealee@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede

Office: 832-448-0526
Email:gezahgen@juno.com

212 The Entrepreneurs Network

Errol Jones
Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Errol Jones
Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

International Trade Center Business Directory

832-448-0192

victotia.qin@ttu.edu

Marie Lee

Ines Chauran

John Robbins

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The Intenational Trade Center is registered with U.S.Intemal Revenue Service as a 501C6 non=profit organization.

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham

Office: 832-448-0518

Email: sijollie@caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832-448-0530
Email: marie-lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise

Office: 832-448-0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.

Maria D. Cortazar
Office: 832-448-0531
Email:mcortazat@macorinvestments.com

219 International Press Club

Office: 832-448-0193
Email:john@scdaily.com

Val Thompson
Office: 832-448-0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832-448-0538

James Shu
Office: 832-448-0533

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

222 Houston International Trade Development Council

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Email:RMoll@hillrivkins.com

231-233 Shu & Associates

Email:shu_xj@msn.com

Corporate Office -

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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