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John T. Robbins, Editor

China Plans To Launch Second
Space Lab Tiangong-2 In Q3 2016

A Long March 3B rocket lifts the satellite
from the Xichang Satellite Launch Center
in Sichuan province at 12:04 am into the
geosynchronous orbit. [Photo by Zhao
Zhugqging/People's Daily Onlinel

BEIJING - China will send its second orbiting
space lab Tiangong-2 into space in the third quar-
ter of this year, which is expected to dock with a
cargo ship scheduled to be launched in the first
half of next year, sources from the manned space
program said Sunday.

As part of the country's space lab program, China
also plans to launch the Shenzhou-11 spacecraft,
which will carry two astronauts on board, in the
fourth quarter of this year to dock with Tian-
gong-2, according to the program's spokesperson.
After its first test flight in the Wenchang satellite
launch center in south China's Hainan Province, a
next - generation Long March-7 rocket will put
the country's first cargo ship Tianzhou-1, which lit-
erally means "heavenly vessel," into space in the
first half of 2017 to dock with Tiangong-2 and con-
duct experiments.

Compiled And Edited By John T.

During the process, China will verify key technolo-
gies including cargo transportation, on-orbit propel-
lant resupply, astronauts' medium-term stay, as
well as conduct space science and application ex-
periments on a relatively large scale, the spokes-
person said.

Preparation for the space lab program is progress-
ing steadily, according to the spokesperson.

The astronauts to board the Shenzhou-11 are re-
ceiving training, while the Tiangong-2, Shen-
zhou-11, two Long March-2F carrier rockets to be
used to lift them into space, the Long March-7
rocket, and the Tianzhou-1 are either being assem-
bled or undergoing assembly examination.

China plans to complete its manned
space station program in three stages:
1. Launch of the Tiangong 2 space laboratory in

2016

2. Launch an experimental space station in 2018
3. Launch of a 60 ton multi-module space station
in the 2020 time frame.

China's multi-billion-dollar space program, a
source of surging national pride in the country,

Robbins, News&Review Editor

aims to put a permanent manned space station in-
to service around 2022.

By around 2020, the construction of the country's
first orbiting space station should be completed,
according to the spokesperson.

The space station is expected to consist of three
parts -- a core module attached to two labs, each
weighing about 20 tonnes.

China already launched its first space lab, Tian-
gong-1, in September 2011 and has conducted
two dockings with the module in the following two
years.

The Tiangong-1 has been in service for four years
and a half and is in good working condition, which
enables it to remain in orbit for continued opera-
tion, the spokesperson said.

China will conduct more than 20 space missions
this year, including a manned one and the maiden
flights of two rockets, according to the nation's ma-
jor space contractor.

China Aerospace Science and Technology Corp
said it plans to launch the Tiangong 2 space labo-
ratory and the Shenzhou XI manned spacecraft
and to test-fly the Long March 5 and Long March 7
rockets.

China will also launch two satellites for the domes-
tically developed Beidou Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem and the Gaofen 3 for the Gaofen High-Resolu-
tion Earth Observation System.

The company said in a statement on its website,
"This year will see more than 20 space launches,
the most missions in a single year."

It added that the company will also launch a com-
munications satellite for Belarus, marking the first
time China has exported a communications satel-
lite to Europe.

China is scheduled to launch the Tiangong 2

China plans to complete its manned
space station program in three stages:

space laboratory in the first half of the year to test
life support and space rendezvous technologies
for the country's future space station.

After this, the Shenzhou Xl| spacecraft will be
launched by a Long March 2F rocket to send astro-
nauts to and dock with the space laboratory.

The nation plans to launch the core module of its
space station in 2018 to test related technologies
and to research engineering issues. The station
will become fully operational in about 2022, ac-
cording to government sources.

With these ambitious space projects proceeding
well, China Aerospace Science and Technology
Corp is finalizing the development of the next-gen-
eration carrier rockets.

The company's China Academy of Launch Vehicle
Technology is carrying out final tests on the Long
March 5, the heaviest and most technologically
challenging member of the nation's rocket family.
(Courtesy www.chinadaily.com.cn/china)

Chinese Tourists Provide
Bonus To Japan's Economy

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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Chinese tourists visit Tokyo's Ginza district for shopping in August. Japan is
the second-most popular overseas destination. [Photo/China Daily]

Japan is making increasing efforts to serve the
growing number of Chinese tourists visiting Japan.
All FamilyMart stores in Japan began accepting
Chinese UnionPay payment cards on Feb 2,
which means all the three major chain conve-
nience stores in Japan, namely Lawson, 7-Eleven
and FamilyMart, accept UnionPay cards and allow
for easy PIN-free payment.

Nearly 5 million Chinese tourists visited Japan in
2015, twice that of the year before. And Chinese
tourists outstrip travelers from other countries in
terms of expenditure, with each one spending $2,
446 on average.

The Chinese mainland is one of the main global
suppliers of tourists, and that has been paying divi-
dends for retailers globally.

By 2019, Bank of America Merrill Lynch expects
some 174 million Chinese tourists to be spending

$264 billion in comparison with the 109 million
who spent $164 billion in 2014.

Thanks to its cultural similarity and accessibility,
Japan is one of the most popular destinations for
Chinese tourists, and the ever-increasing number
of Chinese tourists are bringing new business op-
portunities to Japanese merchants.

Related

China tourists, weaker yen drive tourist
inflows higher in Japan

A sharp decline in the Japanese yen and easier vi-
sa rules for Chinese travelers are driving tourists
to the Land of the Rising Sun, with the country fea-
turing heavily in holiday destinations lists this sea-
son.

"lt's not just Tokyo...it's also also some of the

smaller destinations in Japan like Kyushu, Fukuo-
ka... A lot of this is also driven by the LCCs
(low cost carriers). So the more the LCCs fly to
the smaller destinations, that just opens up the
market," Asia-Pacific vice president of Hotels.com,
Abhiram Chowdhry, told CNBC's Squawk Box on
Monday.

The USD/JPY is currently near 121, rising more
than 10 percent after the Bank of Japan (BOJ) in-
troduced easing measures in October last year.
The country also relaxed visa requirements for
travelers from China from January this year.

The number of tourists to Japan has hit 18 million
in the first 11 months of 2015—almost a 50 per-
cent increase from the same period in 2014.

With its goal of 20 million tourists a year within
sight, the Japanese government is now raising its
annual visitor target to 30 million by 2020, local
media reported recently.

According to statistics from the Japan National
Tourism Organization, almost a quarter of these
tourists are from China.

Over 4.6 million Chinese traveled to Japan in the
first 11 months of 2015, a 110 percent increase
over the same period in 2014 and a quarter of the
total number of visitors to Japan from January to
November.

Known for their voracious appetite for shopping, of-
ten buying in bulk, Chinese tourists have inspired
the buzzword "bakugai" or "explosive buying" in
Japan.

During the Golden Week holidays in October,
around 400,000 tourists from China descended on
Japanese destinations, spending an estimated
$830 million in just seven days snapping up every-
thing from cosmetics to high-tech toilet seats.
Earlier this month, "bakugai" was selected by pub-
lishing company Jiyukokuminsha publishing house
as the most popular word of 2015.

Over at home-sharing platform Airbnb, over a mil-
lion travelers are checking themselves into the
homes of strangers to ring in the new year, the
company said Friday.

Japan features heavily on Airbnb's destinations
list with Tokyo coming in at seventh place in Airb-
nb's list of the top places in the world to celebrate
the New Year, trailing after the top three destina-
tions of New York, Paris and London.

Other than the capital city, Fukuoka, Osaka and
Kyoto are also popular among travelers over the
New Year, with dramatic on-year surge in book-
ings this year at 1287, 678 and 417 percent re-
spectively, said Airbnb. (Courtesy www.chinadaily.
com.cn)

Tourists visit Senso-ji in Asakusa and draw the O-Mikuiji
(random fortunes written on strips of paper) in Tokyo, Japan.

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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the South China Sea and its islands.

The division of China with two governments may have contributed
to the low level attention paid to the islands by both governments. However,
the ROC government has governed the Taiping Island (part of the Spratly
Islands) where an airport has been built, a garrison is stationed and tourists are
welcome whereas the PRC government has maintained control of the Paracel
Islands, where the Woody Island, one of the largest island, has an airport,
hospital, school and bank serving about 2000 residents. The neighboring
countries in the South China Sea, principally Vietnam and Philippines have
made claims to these islands and made attempts to make landfills to enlarge the
squatted island or docking stationary vessel to facilitate occupation. In
response to these foreign claims, the PRC government has increased its own
well engineered landfill and infrastructure constructions in the Spratly Islands.
Although the Chinese island construction efforts on her own islands are
perfectly legal, but it raised concern and envy from the neighboring countries,

What Does the U.S. want from the South China Sea?

South China Sea was so named because ot has been recognized as
far back as 7" century A.D.as a part of China. Yes, there is dispute today but it
can be easily traced from historical events. In 1884- 85, there was the Sino-
France war, when France was extending her colonial power to Asia, namely
into China and Indochina; at the end, France got what she wanted in Indochina
but recognized that those islands in the South China Sea (including Paracel
Islands, Woody Island, Duncan Island and Spratly Islands) belonged to China.
In 1933, while China was suffering from foreign aggressions from Japan and
Russia, France seized the islands in the South China Sea. Then Japan began a
war plan to conquer mainland China and in 1938 seized the South China Sea
Islands from France. As the WW II ended in 1945 with Japan declared
unconditional surrender to China and her Allies, the islands in South China Sea
as well as Taiwan and its surrounding islands were reverted back to China. The
U.S. as the leader of the Allied forces was not only a witness but instrumental
in constructing the Potsdam proclamation and San Francisco Peace Treaty
which demanded Japan to return all seized territory from China back to China.
In 1947, the Republic of China publicly announced the 11- dash line to define
the Chinese territory of South China Sea. The 11-dash line was adopted and
revised to 9-dash line by People's Republic of China in 1949. The U.S. an ally
with Republic of China at that time was fully aware of this part of history about

Mainstream and Organic Views
Dr. Wordman

namely Philippines and Vietnam.

Ever since the U.S. initiated her "Pivot to Asia Pacific" policy,
one can see the increasing diplomatic maneuver the U.S. is engaging with
Asia Pacific nations. The elevation of the US-Japan Mutual Defense
Treaty permitting Japan to make first attack on behalf of its ally and
encouraging Japan to revise its Pacifist constitution and to strengthen its
military power is the first deed. The finalizing of the decade long
negotiation of a Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) governing
trade and investment between 11 signed members excluding China is the
second deed. The increased military exercises conducted in the Pacific
involving the U.S., Japan and other Asian nation and the development of
several bilateral defense treaties between either Japan or the U.S. with
another AP nation is the third deed. Most recently, the U.S. has plunged
into the South China Sea dispute arena even though the U.S. is not a
claimer in the South China Sea. The U.S. by raising the flag of freedom of
navigation, entered into the South China Sea by sending spy planes and
naval ships into the region to challenge the 12 nautical mile security zone
sanctioned by the United Nation Convention Law of the Seas (UNCLOS).
This is the fourth deed of the U.S. that has raised the temperature of the
AP hot spot.

As a US citizen observing the above deeds, one cannot help but
wonder what does the U.S. want in the South China Sea or in the Asia
Pacific? A recent article, entitled American Aggression Against China
written by Christopher Black, an international criminal lawyer in Toronto,
and published in Neon Easten Outlook on February 7, 2016, had given a
thorough analysis of the U.S. actions in the South China Sea. He
concluded that the U.S., never ratifitd UNCLOS but recognized the
international law on 12 nautical miles security zone, was acting purely as
an aggressor to provoke China. Mr. Black pointed out the sovereignty
timeline regarding the islands and interpreted the legal significance of
UNCLOS laws applicable to the islands; China was within her rights to do

discussions,

thinking and justice.

what she was doing. On the other hand, Black raised the question why is
the U.S. adopting a double standard and practicing hypocrisy regarding
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation. There was no maritime issue
(freedom of passage) in the South China Sea other than the force entry by
US navy vessel breaking into the 12 mi security zone without permission.
This deliberate aggression (and bragging) is making the U.S. looking like a
gangster nation. Black's article has prompted me to ask why is the U.S.
doing this? What does the U.S. want from the South China Sea?

More than half of China's import and export goods sail through
the South China Sea; it is to China's interest that the sea lanes are open to
everyone without obstacles. In fact, South China Sea is safe and has never
had any incidence such as pirates. So there is no need for a maritime cop
patrolling, never mind having more military vessels coming from afar to
crisscross those sea lanes in the South China Sea. So what does the U.S.
really want from the South China Sea then? As I understand, when the U.S.
Congress blocked the ratification of UNCLOS (proposed by President
Bush in 2007 and promoted by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Joint
Chief of Staff, Martin Dempsey and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta in
2009), the objection was that UNCLOS would restrict the U.S. freedom in
deep-sea mining. Could it be that the U.S. had discovered some valuable
minerals in the bottom of those South China Sea islands? Even so, China
had declared welcome to partnership with other nations to explore energy
resources in the South China Sea, wouldn't a partnership negotiation a
better approach than sending battle ships to the region?

Another unthinkable scenario is that the U.S. simply does not
want to see China rise peacefully. What the U.S. is doing is using South
China Sea as an excuse to provoke China into a confrontation. If that is
what the U.S. want out of the South China Sea, then we should not be
surprised that China will fortify her occupied islands with defense
weaponry. If this were the U.S. strategy, I believe more Americans would
oppose such a strategy simply because the U.S. citizens could not see the
justification for such a war. Recalling the Vietnam war in the 70's, it was
justified under an ideology confrontation, but eventually it was opposed by
American citizens when they realized the war was not in the best interest
of the U.S. In the South China Sea situation, a war over a few rocky small
islands could not be in the best interest of the U.S. Based on the above
I do not know an answer to the title question and I will
challenge anyone to come up with a good answer backed by rational
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