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| John T. Robbins, Editor

China Voicing Concerns About
Prospects Of A Trump Presidency

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, New&Review Editor

China's Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told reporters in Beijing that "we are
following with interest the U.S. presidential
election."

China is showing a degree of nervousness over the
prospect of a Donald Trump presidency. Recently,
Chinese officials warned the US not to punish them
for currency manipulation - an idea the Trump has
been campaigning on.

Essentially China manipulates its currency through de-
valuation, making their exports cheaper. Almost all
capitalist economies do not control the exchange rate
for their currencies, preferring to allow the market to
set rates.

But devaluing currency is almost always an emergen-
cy measure. China devalues to gain a competitive ad-
vantage - something that goes against the rules of in-
ternational trade.

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying told re-
porters in Beijing that “we are following with interest
the U.S. presidential election.”

Hua was asked about China’ s response to a possible
Trump presidency and his announced plan to punish
China for currency manipulation with a tax on Chi-
nese goods.

“Since it belongs to the domestic affair of the U.S., |
am not going to make comments on specific remarks
by the relevant candidate,” she said.

“But | want to stress that China and the U.S., as world
" s largest developing and developed countries, shoul-
der major responsibilities in safeguarding world
peace, stability and security and driving world devel-

opment,” the spokeswoman added.
“The sustained, sound and steady growth of China-U.
S. relations
serves  the
fundamental
and
long-term  in-
terests of the
two countries
and benefits
the world.
We hope and
believe  that
the U.S. gov-
ernment will
pursue a posi-
tive policy to-
ward China in
a responsible manner.”
The comments came as Wang Yi, the Chinese for-
eign minister, is holding talks in Washington that in-
clude U.S. concerns about a Chinese military buildup
on disputed islands in the South China Sea, and coop-
eration on dealing with North Korea’ s nuclear and
missile provocations.
Hua said Wang and Secretary of State John Kerry
agreed the two sides will enhance cooperation and in-
crease talks and exchanges.
“We stand ready to preserve and advance China-U.
S. relations together with the U.S. side,” she said.
Trump's proposal - taxing Chinese imports - might
lead to a tit for tat trade war between the world's larg-
est economies. Hundreds of billions of dollars in trade
would be disrupted. Frankly, | don't think Trump is se-
rious. But in case he is, it's good to remember the
Smoot-Hawley tariff bill of 1930 that eventually cut US
trade in half, worsening an already terrible depres-
sion.
Smoot-Hawley was a far broader tariff, but there's a
possibility that the trade war would spread to other
economies where Chinese imports are costing a lot of
jobs. It's the uncertainty that China is concerned
about and is warning Washington about the conse-
quences. (Courtesy www.americanthinker.com/blog)
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Will Trump's Tough Talk on China Soften?
To Donald Trump, China is one mammoth obstacle to
an American winning streak. And as the voting in lo-
wa and New Hampshire edges closer, Trump has

Donald Trump speaks during a
campaign rally at Dordt College
on Jan. 23, 2016, in Sioux
Center, lowa.

raised the volume of his rant.

"China is ripping us on trade. They're devaluing their
currency and they're killing our companies." Trump
said at the Republican debate Jan. 14. "l love the Chi-
nese people but they laugh themselves, they can't be-
lieve how stupid the American leadership is."

This preoccupation with China isn't new for Trump. In
his campaign announcement in June, he said the
word "China" 23 times — more than twice as much as
he referenced the United States, accusing the Com-
munist power of "devaluing their currency to a level
that you wouldn't believe" and making it "impossible
for our companies to compete, impossible."

Xiaodang Fang, a 28-year-old Georgetown University
PhD student who left Shanghai in 2010 to study Amer-
ican politics, isn't surprised by the tenor of the GOP
campaign. He said China is
often used in presidential con-
tests as a "scapegoat" for the
decline of the U.S. manufac-
turing industry.

Fang said candidates tend to
air their grievances about Chi-
na during the campaign, but once they take the oath
of office, they realize the economic advantage of do-
ing business with his home country — something he
said entrepreneurs like Trump are well aware of.

"lt's a campaign speech. It helps increase voter
choice, but it's not necessarily true," Fang said in a
phone interview. He is scheduled to finish his PhD
program on American government this year. "Most
candidates will take a tough stance on China, but
once the presidential elections end they will be soft."
China Stance Not New

Like Trump, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney
during his 2012 White House bid promised to in-
crease U.S. competition with China and designate the
country as a currency manipulator. As a presidential
candidate in 1980, Ronald Reagan also took a tough
stance on China by proposing to restore official rela-
tions with Taiwan, but then abandoned the idea after
he took office. And in his 1992 campaign, Bill Clinton
coined the term "butchers of Beijing" in reference to
the China's human rights record, then as president
supported the country's entry into the World Trade Or-
ganization.

But Trump's characterization of China as the country
to beat appeals to voters with a "nationalistic streak,"
said Adrian Gray, a Republican strategist who previ-

ously worked with the George W. Bush administration.
"His electorate is mostly defined by people who ha-
ven't really caught up to some of the larger macro
trends that are going on in America," he said, refer-
ring to globalization and technological innovation. "I
think they're hoping for the world that was — and not
preparing for the world that's coming."
While announcing his presidential run, Trump lament-
ed the U.S.'s trillion-dollar debt to China, expounded
on their allegedly unfair trade tactics, and even sug-
gested that the country's military buildup was of great-
er concern than the Islamic State. Trump presented
himself as the best candidate to take on what he
views as a growing hegemon.
"Our country is in serious trouble," Trump said. "When
was the last time anybody saw us beating, let's say,
China in a trade deal? They
kill us. | beat China all the
time. All the time."
The New York real estate
mogul trumpeted similar rhet-
| oric about Japan in the
1980s, but China's economic
rise in the 21st century has altered the conversation,
said Gray, who worked on both Bush-Cheney cam-
paigns.
Yet Trump has stuck to his decades-old argument
that the U.S. needs to even the playing field with Chi-
na on trade, defending his proposal to impose a tariff
on Chinese exports in the most recent Republican de-
bate.
Trump's claim about Chinese devaluing currency by
selling it in foreign exchange markets to keep the
price of their goods low had carried some weight in
previous Republican contests, Gray said.
However, attempts to contain China could have Cold
War implications, said Philippe Le Corre, a visiting fel-
low at Brookings and a Chinese foreign policy expert.
Anti-Chinese policies will only cause the country's in-
vestments in the U.S. to dry up and migrate to other
parts of the world, Le Corre said.
"American multinationals are the ones who created
China," he said. "If you start being anti-Chinese, that
will backfire."
Trump may not have the power to reverse global
trends as his oratory suggests, Gray said, but voters
are paying attention. (Courtesy www.usnews.com/
news)

Chinese Sound Off On America's
Loudest Presidential Hopeful

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Ask 40 people in Beijing and you'll find only two or
three have heard of Donald Trump. Many have heard
his name, but few realize that the US real estate ty-
coon has become the most controversial figure in the
2016 presidential race.

The replies below are the results of interviews with
workers, couriers, drivers, security guards, street ven-
dors and other everyday people on the streets of cen-
tral Chaoyang district in Beijing. The question put to
each: "Have you heard of Donald Trump?"

While many simply referred to the current Republican
front-runner as "that man," some added a detail or
two, like "outspoken" and "dramatic facial expressions.
But others who keep an eye on US politics offered sur-

prisingly diverse and insightful views on the conten-

tious and rising candidate.

.
Beijing city bus driver, surnamed Zhang
"The name is always in the newspaper, but | have no
idea of who he is or what he looks like."

Tang Yu, physician at Cancer Hospital of Chinese

Academy of Medical Science

"He knows how to use the media. He's very talented
and resourceful in presenting himself as a successful,

smart businessman. His offensive, stupid, and radical
comments are probably part of his strategy, which to
a certain degree has been working so far.

| am quite interested to see how he would implement
some of his ideas, such as building a great wall along
the US southern border to stop migrants from enter-
ing - an idea which is hard to understand or accept by

people ||V|ng in modern society.”

Sun Wei, pilot for Tianjin Airlines
"l watched many of Trump's speeches, and his plain
way of speaking is quite appealing and understand-
able to people living at the bottom of society, who
might also be antipathetic to the elites represented by
Hillary. Those people may vent their dissatisfaction
for the status quo by supporting someone they find
more down-to-earth... | sincerely hope Trump wins,

which could bring the world more fun."

Zou Yaling, staff at an institution affiliated to the National
Development and Reform Commission

"He is very dedicated and confident in his proposi-
tions but sometimes | feel he has a too big of an ego.
It seems to me that he never disguises his love for
money and beauty, and he's had many supermodel
wives, as far as | know.

| don't love him, don't hate him, but | am really fond of
his daughter Ivanka, who always appears elegant
when in public, has a sharp brain and is gorgeous -

very different from her father."

"Trump has a very
unique and special
way of attracting vot-
ers: he is never politi-
cally correct, he refus-
es mainstream opin-
ion, and has disas-
trous manners. But
Trump speaks for the
American blue collar
worker. His strategy
continues to find suc-

cess among unedu-
Xu Shengyu, employee at the 9

Department of Commerce of Cated white people be-
Guangdong Province cause he's unleashed

their long-suppressed voices. Trump's coming is a sur-
prise, but not a coincidence."

Yang Siqi, in-house interpreter with Chinese telecom company

"He is rich, has a weird hairstyle, a big mouth, and is
not friendly toward China. Some of his bold and crazy
statements wouldn't be heard coming from a decent
or normal politician, like when he attacked a TV news
host by saying she was having her period.

His campaign promises, especially the more extreme
sounding ones, are unlikely to actually come through
after he wins, which is also almost impossible."

"He's always rude
and looks terrible
in the news. |
didn't expect him
to get so far. Per-
sonally speaking,
| preferred Jeb
Bush, but he
dropped out. But
- US citizens are
the deciders, and
they might see

. . . more from where
Qi Xin, retired executive at the

Capital University of Economics they are standing.
and Business "

Qi Xin, retired executive at the Capital University of
Economics and Business

"He's always rude and looks terrible in the news. |
didn't expect him to get so far. Personally speaking, |
preferred Jeb Bush, but he dropped out. But US citi-
zens are the deciders, and they might see more from
where they are standing."

"The reason why
| he probably
stayed on The Ap-
prentice is the
thrill he got from
saying 'You're
. fired." That same
i thrill-seeking is
probably what mo-
tivates his run for
the US presiden-

cy.

Fan Danni, headhunter with Career
International

Consulting in Chengdu, Southwest
China's Sichuan Province

(Courtesy //lwww.globaltimes.cn)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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