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John T. Robbins, Editor

Millions Of Chinese Are Staymg
Glued To The U.S. Elections

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Republican presidential candidate Sen Ted Cruz (center) stands
with his wife Heidi as he addresses supporters after winning the
Republican lowa caucus, at the lowa State Fairgrounds on
Monday in Des Moines, lowa. Cruz beat a field of candidates,
including Donald Trump and Marco Rubio. (Photo: AFP)

Millions of Chinese showed interest in the lowa cau-
cuses on China's top social media site on Tuesday,
but many remained intrigued by the US election pro-
cess.

The lowa caucuses have been trending on Sina Wei-
bo under the hashtag "2016 US elections," garnering
more than 60 million views since it was posted on
Tuesday.

The Chinese public have broadened their interest
from movies and music to the US political system
due to the deepening people-to-people exchanges
between the two countries, Sun Chenghao, an assis-
tant research fellow at the Institute of American Stud-
ies of the China Institutes of Contemporary Interna-

tional Relations, told the Global Times.

change the two coun-
tries' future relations," Sun said.

Trump, on the other hand, is famous for his "legend-

ary experience as a billion-
aire" and "poignant com-

ments," which makes him

more an entertainer than a |1

candidate for the Chinese,

Jin Canrong, vice director of

the School of International |

Studies at the Renmin Univer- &

sity of China, told the Global

Times.

The US election process has also generated consid-
erable interest on social media, with many articles ex-

plaining the importance of the lowa caucuses as well

more concerned

Among all the candi-
dates, former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton
and New York billion-
aire developer Donald
Trump are the hottest
topics on Chinese so-
cial media.

"As a former secretary
of state and an experi-
enced politician with a
tough stand on China,
Hillary Clinton is not a
stranger to the Chinese
people. People are
that

her possible rise may

Leading U.S. Republican Party
Presidential Contender Donald Trump

as introducing other candidates that are not familiar
to ordinary Chinese people.

Unlike intellectuals in China who focus on the analy-
sis of the results, most Chinese people are not famil-
iar with the US political system. The lowa caucuses
have ignited their curiosity and offered them a
chance to study the system, experts said.

"Sino-US relations are the main political focus of Chi-
nese people. The Chinese are concerned about the
future of the two nations' relations, and they are also
curious about the future US president," Sun said.
Taking aim at China

, the Democratic presidential front-runner,
beat Bernie Sanders by a razor-thin margin.

Many on Chinese social media showed their discon-
tent over the results, criticizing Clinton as a "woman
whose eyes are fixed on a rising China."

Clinton has been taking aim at China, criticizing Chi-
na's human rights record as well as supporting the

us rebalance in the Asia-Pacific. It's understandable

that some Chinese dislike her,
| experts said.

§ "The Chinese public's concerns
over Clinton's victory are un-
necessary, as the lowa caucus-
es are merely the start of the
| election process," Jin told the
L Global Times.

Media in China also provided

extensive coverage of the

caucuses and discussed the US election process and
the candidates' background.

China's ministry of foreign affairs also said on

Tuesday it
hopes that
the US
presi-
dent-elect
will carry
forward the
policy of

Hillary Clinton Is the Leading U.
S. Democratic Party Presidential
Contender. She is the wife of
former U.S. President Bill
Clinton.
constructive way and make concerted efforts with the

developing
relations with

Chinain a

Chinese side to forge ahead with the new type of
major-country relationship between China and the
us.

For decades, the lowa caucuses have been the start
of the primary season, and the caucuses results have
long been regarded as early indications of which can-
didates will be nominated.

While a win in lowa can give a candidate momentum,
it's no guarantee of their nomination since many oth-
er primaries are more important, Jin said.

Many candidates criticize China on democracy and
human rights issues to gain support. Clinton may not
be as harsh to China as she appears to be if she be-
comes the next US president, since Sino-US rela-
tions are important to both sides, Sun told the Global
Times.

Some Chinese netizens also showed their support for
Clinton, calling her "a model for women" and "an ex-
perienced politician with rich political wisdom." (Cour-

tesy http://www.globaltimes.cn)

China Loves Republican Presidential Frontrunner Donald Trump

China's Social Media Users Taking
Favorably to America's 'Strongman’

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Donald Trump has consistently said he loves China
and the that the Chinese love him. Despite his
criticism of the Chinese, accusing them of stealing
American jobs and threatening to take them full-on if

elected president, it appears the country’ s social

nationals say they view Trump as a “

media users have
taken favorably to
him — even if it
comes at the cost
of his own
entertainment.
The Washington
Post points out
that an article
published in a
Chi-
nese-language
publication online,

known as The

| Paper, Chinese

strongman”

and “ the most human among the GOP candidates.

What he says is truth, as even GOP voters know

very well themselves. ”

One user reportedly even stated that Trump would

presidential frontrunner Hillary Clinton

make a better president than Democratic

“no matter

,” citing her inability to connect with people and
criticizing her for her criticism of the Communist re-
gime’ s human rights records.

China is certainly a nation that values strength in a
leader. Currently, President Xi Jinping is in a power
struggle of his own with China’ s military, the People
" s Liberation Army.

In fact, it appears the people of China and Trump
have one major thing in common: their disdain for
Washington politics; a sentiment echoed by America’
s electorate as both the Republican and Democratic
establishment has been given a run. Trump’ s path
to victory is largely seen as a signal that the people
are tired of politics as usual, as the Washington
Postpoints out.

Last week, an article by national security and China
expert Bill Gertz in the Washington Free Beacon

pointed out that Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua

Chunying told reporters in Beijing “ we are following
with interest the U.S. presidential election.” And
their fine-tuning to his candidacy is timely. In spite of
his criticisms, China is a businessman and where
there is money to be made, Trump can be found;
especially if it” s a mutually beneficial relationship.
When all is said and done, Trump still manufactures
some of his products in China.

Still, others saw the pure joy in the
entertainment-value the billionaire and former
entertainer brings to the negotiating table. Trump is
very cute with a big mouth,” one user reportedly
wrote, “ | hope he reigns the United States and
makes it as messed up as the Middle East.”
Another added to that sentiment writing that he
hoped he would win the entire election so he “ can
watch the comedy that is the United States for

several years.” (www.breitbart.com/big-government)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com
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