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Xi Stressed Eco-System Protection, Poverty Relief In Ethnic Regions

'Treat Environment Like Our Lives'

Chinese President Xi Jinping joins a group deliberation of deputies

Compiled And Edited By John T.

—h2EARRER2BWEAR
THEARER2G2

mote green lifestyles.
“We should protect the
environment like pro-
a y tecting our eyes and
- treat the environment
the way we treat our
lives,” Xi said.

He urged concerted ef-
forts to tackle poverty
and ensure that people
in need in rural regions
are lifted out of poverty
by 2020, the year when
China’ s 13th Five-Year

Plan draws to a close.

from Qinghai Province to the annual session of the National

People's Congress in Beijing, March 10, 2016. (Xinhua/Huang

Jingwen)
Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for greater
environmental protection, poverty relief and develop-
ment in the country’ s ethnic regions.
Xi made the remarks when he joined national law-
makers from the northwestern province of Qinghai in
Beijing yesterday during the annual session of the Na-
tional People’ s Congress.
Xi listened as the lawmakers outlined their ideas for
green development, medical reform, equal access to
education, ethnic unity and targeted poverty relief.
He called on authorities to adopt an overall and

long-term view on environmental protection and pro-

targeted and have an
emphasis on education to ensure the people do not
return to poverty, he said.
Xi also said more efforts would be made to improve
infrastructure in ethnic regions and develop industries
with local characteristics and that are competitive, in
order to enhance regional development.
Xi emphasized respecting ethnic differences and

cultural diversity.

forts to maintain ethnic unity and long-term stability

through development in the Xinjiang Uygur Autono-

Poverty relief should be |

Robbins, News&Review Editor
mous Region.

Xinjiang is of strategic importance for the country’ s
overall situation, Li said when he took part in a discus-
sion with national lawmakers from the northwestern
region.

Xinjiang should push development to consolidate the
foundation of lasting stability, optimize industrial struc-
ture, accelerate the development of agriculture, tex-
tiles and tourism, and enhance the proportion of
non-resource industries in the regional economy, Li
said.

Improving people’ s livelihoods is the core task of the

Xinjiang government, he said, and the central

NRREX25NE 2R
REMZKZL

BEIJING, Marc 10, 2016 (Xinhua) —- Chinese .

President Xi Jinping (1st R, front) receives a hada, a
piece of silk used as a greeting gift, from a deputy
Also yesterday, Premier Li Kegiang urged all-out ef- to the 12th National People's Congress (NPC) while

joining a group deliberation of deputies from

Qinghai Province to the annual session of the NPC
in Beijing, capital of China, March 10, 2016. (Xinhua/

Huang Jingwen)

government will
provide greater
support for
infrastructure
needed for
water
conservation,

electricity and

transport.
He asked the

authorities in

China Environmental
Protection Standards
Administration (China EPSA)

Xinjiang to provide better employment, education and

social insurance services while increasing incomes
for people of all ethnic groups.
The region should continue to do its best to maintain
ethnic solidarity, which he said was the “lifeline” of
lasting peace and stability.
Meanwhile, in a panel discussion with lawmakers
from southwest China’ s Tibet Autonomous Region,
Vice Premier Zhang Gaoli stressed the importance of
governing Tibet according to the law and striving to
make people richer and the region prosperous.
He urged Tibet to build a moderately prosperous soci-
ety by 2020.
Tibet also needs to strengthen ethnic unity and main-
tain stability, he said. (Courtesy www.shanghaidaily.

com/national)

Full Relaxation Of China's Family Planning
Policy Will Not Happen Anytime Soon: Official

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Li Bin, minister in charge of the National Health and Family Planning Commission,
gives a press conference on China's two-child policy on the sidelines of the fourth
session of China's 12th National People's Congress in Beijing, capital of China, March 8,
2016. (Xinhua/Chen Junging)

BEIJING, March 8 (Xinhua) -- China's family planning
policy will not change in the foreseeable future, and
there are no plans for a complete relaxation current-

ly, a top health official said Tuesday.

A Chinese woman plays with her grandchild
at the Ritan Park in Beijing. China’s ruling
Communist Party announced in Oct. 29, 2015
that it will abolish the country’s decades-old
one-child policy and allow all couples to
have two children, removing remaining
restrictions that limited many urban couples
to only one, the official Xinhua News Agency
said. (AP File Photo)

Li Bin, head of the National Health and Family Plan-
ning Commission, made the remarks when address-
ing a press conference on the sidelines of the coun-
try's annual legislative session.

As of 2015, the Chinese population numbered 1.375
billion, compared to 320 million in the United States,
the world's largest economy.

Li said China's per capita economic output was "con-
siderably low" as was the average living standard.
"Our resources pale in comparison with our vast pop-
ulation. Until this changes, we will continue with the
current family planning policy," she said.

"There is no timetable for the full relaxation of the poli-
cy [although] it will continue to be improved and ad-
justed," she added.

China this year allowed all married couples to have
two children. This follows an earlier easing of the poli-
cy in 2013 that allowed couples to have a second

child if either parent was an only child.

The latest change ended the "one child" policy since
it was implemented in the late 1970s.
The two-child policy will see 3 million more children
born in China every year. (Courtesy news.xinhuanet.
com/english)
Related
China ’ s ruling Communist Party
announced on Oct. 29, 2015, that it will
abolish the country ’ s decades-old
one-child policy and allow all couples to
have two children
The “ one child policy,” instituted in the late 1970s,
restricted most couples to only a single offspring and
for years authorities argued that it was a key contribu-
tor to China’ s economic boom and had prevented
400 million births.
It has been enforced by a dedicated national commis-
sion with a system of fines for violators and often
forced abortions, leading to heartrending tales of loss
for would-be parents.

The policy led to sex-selective abortions or

infanticide targeting girls, because of a centuries-old
social preference for boys.

Rural families were already allowed two children if

the first was a girl, while ethnic minorities were
allowed an extra offspring, leading some to dub it a

“ one-and-a-half child” policy.

As a result China’ s population — the world’ s larg-
est at 1.37 billion — is now aging rapidly, gender im-
balances are severe, and its workforce is shrinking.
These concerns led to limited reforms in 2013, includ-
ing allowing couples to have two children if either of
them was an only child, but relatively few have taken
up the opportunity due to limited income and higher
perceived opportunity costs.

Experts say that the shift to a two child policy is likely
too little, too late to address China’ s looming popula-
tion crisis and that the government is unlikely to dis-
mantle enforcement mechanisms for reproductive
control due to deeply entrenched bureaucratic inter-

ests. (Courtesy newsinfo.inquirer.net)
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