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NOTICE

Edgenuity is bidding on RFP # 16-03-10(District Instructional Software)
for Houston Independent School District. Edgenuity is looking for
possible M/WBE subcontractors to provide training support for
Edgenuity’ s proprietary software platform. Respondents must have
experience teaching and in the delivery of online curriculum for grades 6
- 12. Experience and familiarity with the Edgenuity systems are re-
quired in order to apply. Send responses to rfps@edgenuity.com by
March 22, 2016.
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Free Pre - qualify

Conventional / FHA
New Purchase / Refinance

Low Down Payment Loan

Fixed and Adjustable

Cash Out / Home Equity Loan
Zero Closing Cost Loan

95% No MI FNMA Loan

‘H’\ ‘g\ Peter Lin

Mortgage Broker
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www.mortgage-alliance.com
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“Ask me about the @R The
AARP Auto Hartford #J AARP
Insurance ProgratP” EERBEE -
from The Hartford'. e —
Now available in your area! S :
This auto insurance is designed ZIESERBER AARP 88
exclusively for AARP members BETE  RIEBBEHMN
- and is now available through your Hartford BT {CIERGH#EE |
local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, REYE Ao ES%RHAE
no-obligation quote: HIERE -

Jason Yeo

Allrisc Insurance Agency

713-777-6000

’ | Auto Insurance “yf
Houston, TX 77036 MR. p | Program fiom

jason@allrisc.com HARTFORD

The: AARP Autamobile Insurance Program from The Hartlord s undarwrifien by Hartford Fire insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartiord CT 06155, G in Washington, the Program & underaritian by
Trumbail insurance Comparry. AARP does. not employ of endorse agents of brokers. AARP and its affiliates are nat insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royak 5 intefechual property. These fees are used for
the: general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program efigibily in mast states. Applicants are indhidually undenwritien and same r -\'f, ot quaalify. iscounts miay vary and may not be avalable in
all states in accordance with state fiings and applicable bw: ¥ou have tha option o‘w"’us!gucluul ectly from The Hartlord, Your price, however, could vary, and you wil 'rJ|h= i the advice, counsel or senaces of your independent agent

! Ini Texas, the Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible
for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.
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John T. Robbins, Editor

China Focus: New 5-Year Plan Promises Gains For Ordinary People

China's Top Leaders Attend Closing Meeting Of
4th Session - 12th CPPCC National Committee

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

BENING, March 14, 2016 (Xinhua) —- Top Communlst Party of
China (CPC) and state leaders Xi Jinping (3rd L, front), Li
Kegiang (3rd R, front), Zhang Dejiang (2nd L, front), Liu Yunshan
(2nd R, front), Wang Qishan (1st L, front) and Zhang Gaoli (1st R,
front) attend the closing meeting of the fourth session of the
12th National Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference in Beijing, China, March 14, 2016.
(Xinhua/Lan Hongguang)

China's Two Sessions have ended while drawing
international attention. China's economy is one of
the most discussed topics for foreigners. Some
are saying that China's reform is necessary, and
could provide more impetus to the economy. Oth-
ers are saying that the One Belt, One Road initia-
tive could benefit China as well as the entire world.
"Supply-side reform is important, perhaps for all
countries in the world, especially to China. The
Chinese economy has been very successful, they
need to reform the state-owned companies and
many other features of the Chinese economy, so it
can be more competitive, which is going to be
needed in the year ahead," said Mark Boleat, City
of London Corropration.

"For me, the three take-aways are the low-growth

]I : | target...number three,
the promise of
far-reaching reform....
growth will be slower,
but with the right reform,
growth will be more
lasting...the long term
growth potential for
China is clear, and
long-term investment
opportunities are evident,
" said Huang Yiquan,
CEO of Bloomberg,
China.

Having delivered stellar
growth for China for
more than three
decades, ordinary
Chinese are set to get
their reward in the next
five years as the
government prioritizes
improving their lives.
The draft 13th Five Year
Plan (2016-2020) being reviewed at the National
People's Congress (NPC) annual session places
more emphasis on the prosperity of China's nearly
1.4 billion people. It is high time that growth is
translated into benefits for the masses rather than
fortunes for a few.
Improving livelihoods
is high on authorities'
reform agenda.
Measures listed in the
latest five-year plan
range from eradicating
poverty to making
people healthier to
improving education
and adding more jobs.

Ahead of the national parliamentary sessions,
President Xi Jinping said that the success of

future reforms should be assessed on the gain
they bring to ordinary people.

"From now on, it will be mostly about the quality,
efficiency and benefits of growth, rather than its
speed." said Pan Jianhua, an NPC deputy.

Both central and local governments will evaluate
reforms based on how much of a difference they
make to people's lives, Pan added.

The top leadership sees the next five year as a
crucial period for the target of establishing a "mod-
erately prosperous society," a situation that would
greatly swell the consuming class.

Their aspiration for a middle-class lifestyle will
lead the world's second-largest economy to a
more consumer-driven growth model.

China is aiming to double both the size of its econ-
omy and more importantly, per capita income by
2020 from 2010 levels. Another ambitious goal is
to lift all of its people above the poverty line, set at
an annual income of 2,300 yuan (354 U.S. dollars)
for rural residents.

Under that overarching goal, per capita disposable
income should increase no less than 6.5 percent.
Another way to boost income among the broad
population is to improve the fairness of income dis-
tribution and tax reforms.

Underpinning all this is stable employment. The

government
BENING, March 14, 2016 has set a
(Xinhua) —- Yu Zhengsheng,
chairman of the National target of
Committee of the Chinese adding 50
People's Political Consultative million new
Conference !CPPCC),_presides jobs in the
over the closing meeting of the L
fourth session of the 12th CPPCC  °™'"9 five
National Committee at the Great Years to
Hall of the People in Beijing, make that
China, March 14, 2016. (Xinhua/  hgppen.
Lan Hongguang) Authorities

China's New 5-Year Plan Promises Gains For
Ordinary People

are willing to live with a slower rate of economic
growth as long as employment climbs steadily.
Despite continued downward pressure on the
economy, whose growth hit a 25-year low of 6.9
percent last year, new job creation continues to
overshoot the government target.

The importance of jobs is on the rise, not only in
terms of their number but their quality, as authori-
ties want to derive growth chiefly from improved la-
bor productivity, rather than more credit.

Labor productivity currently stands at 87,000 yuan
per person. The target is 120,000 by 2020.

Under the plan, the next five years will also see a
sprouting of small cities, especially in the north-
west. This urbanization drive will allow 100 million
rural Chinese to settle in cities, rather than cram-
ming into the massive urban sprawl on the affluent
east coast, where migrants generally work menial
jobs and are denied urban welfare such as medi-
cal services and education for their children.

That will increase the share of Chinese with urban
residents' permits, or "hukou," to 45 percent. Au-
thorities will also press ahead with shanty-town
renovation to improve living conditions and also as
part of a more aggressive government spending
program to counter the economic slowdown.
(Courtesy news.xinhuanet.com/english)

Caterpillar Sees Great Opportunities
In China's Five-Year Plan

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

BEWJING, March 13 (Xinhua)-- China's new
five-year blueprint will create business opportuni-
ties and long-term growth for the world's largest
construction and mining equipment maker Cater-
pillar, a senior company official said.

Despite an industry downturn in China, Caterpillar
sees it as a natural transition and is optimistic
about China from a long-term perspective, said
Chen Qihua, vice president of Caterpillar Inc. and
chairman of Caterpillar China, in an email inter-
view with Xinhua.

Caterpillar's global sales and revenues slumped
15 percent year on year in 2015, partly due to
weakening economic growth in China and lower
commodity prices, according to the company's an-
nual report.

China's economy expanded 6.9 percent last year,
the slowest in 25 years, as trade faltered, property
investment cooled and an industrial glut persisted.
However, Chen has high hopes for the implemen-
tation of the 13th Five-Year Plan, China's road-
map for development in the 2016-2020 period,
saying achieving the country's goal of creating a
moderately prosperous society by 2020 will un-
leash further opportunities.

The draft outline of the Five-Year Plan is being re-
viewed at the ongoing annual session of the na-

tional legis-
" lature held
d| in  Beijing.
China tar-
gets an
"above 6.5
percent" av-
erage

growth for the comlng five years and aims to dou-
ble the size of its economy and per capita income
by 2020 from the 2010 level.

Caterpillar is interested in many aspects of the
blueprint, such as economic reforms, industry up-
grading, environmental protection and, in particu-
lar, the Belt and Road Initiative, Chen told Xinhua.

The initiative, Chi-
na's proposal to
build extensive trade
and infrastructure
networks with other
countries, will enable
Caterpillar to partici-
pate in various proj-
ects in collaboration
with its Chinese busi-
ness partners, he
said.

By focusing on tech-

largest  construction
and mining equip-
ment maker Caterpil-
lar Inc. is upbeat
about the Chinese
market, citing oppor-
tunities created by
the ongoing econom-
ic transition, accord-
ing to senior compa-
ny officials last
Thursday.

The U.S. firm is en-

nology and innova-
tion and with a sustainable business model, Cater-
pillar matches well with China's 13th Five-Year
Plan, Chen added.
While acknowledging that the business environ-
ment in China is becoming more competitive, he
stressed the importance of upgrading technology
and improving efficiency.
As the economy geared down and costs rose, for-
eign direct investment in the Chinese mainland
posted a 2.7 percent year-on-year increase in the
first two months of 2016, slowing from 6.4 percent
in 2015, official data showed.
But Caterpillar remains committed to the Chinese
market, Chen told Xinhua.
The company has seen promising growth in ener-
gy and transportation as it taps into growing de-
mand from Chinese clients for cleaner, more effi-
cient power generators and engines.
Sales in that sector recorded an average annual
growth of 11 percent over the past five years, ac-
cording to data provided by Caterpillar in Septem-
ber 2015.
"China is an integral part of Caterpillar's long-term
global strategy, and the investment we have made
in China is for the long term," Chen said.
Related

Caterpillar Optimistic About China Market
XUZHOU, Jiangsu, Oct. 22 (Xinhua) - The world's

couraged by the po-
tential for opportunities in the construction, power
and mining sectors thanks to nationwide infrastruc-
ture and urbanization programs, said Ed Rapp,
group president and executive office member of
Caterpillar.

"We remain optimistic for the long run," Rapp told
reporters as Caterpillar celebrated its 40th anniver-
sary in China at a plant in the eastern city of Xu-
zhou.

Chen Qihua, vice president of Caterpillar and
chair of Caterpillar China, highlighted opportuni-
ties from the Belt and Road Initiative, an extensive
cross-border infrastructure network.

gy-intensive and energy-efficient excavators, pow-
er generators and engine systems, he said.
Caterpillar's sales in the Asia-Pacific region
slumped 25 percent year on year in the third quar-
ter of 2015, primarily due to declines in China and
Japan, a company report showed Thursday.

Rapp said the company had been through many
cycles in China, but was supported by sound part-
nerships with local suppliers and dealers during
times of stress.

Even though China's economic growth dipped to a
six-year low of 6.9 percent in the third quarter,
Rapp noted, "there are many parts of the world
that would love to have a growth rate of 6.9 per-
cent."

Tom Pellette, also group president of Caterpillar.,
pointed out that the construction industry is under
pressure globally, not just in Asia Pacific.

The downturn across the construction, mining and
energy sectors forced Caterpillar last month to an-
nounce it would cut as many as 5,000 jobs global-
ly by the end of 2016.

The company has to adjust its corporate structure
and production plans, but it is committed to devel-
opment in China for the long term, said Pellette.
Enditem. (Courtesy news.xinhuanet.com/english)

"With our global ser-
vice and supply net-
work, we're prepar-
ing to work with our
Chinese partners to
participate in the ini-
tiative," Chen said.

China's transition to
innovation-led  and
green development

-

areas of growth, and
Caterpillar  will tap
the increasing de-
mand for technolo-

Representatives from Caterpillar Inc. and The Shenhua Group celebrate the
delivery of Shenhua'’s first four 793D trucks. That fleet includes two 834
will also create new wheel dozers, two D10 track-type tractors, one D7G track-type tractor and

two 14M motor graders. Shenhua relies on a fleet of Cat support
equipment to keep haul roads safe for its trucks. Shenhua operates a
surface coal mine on the Zhundong coal field in Wucaiwan, Jimusaer
County, a 24-kilometer (15-mile) mine site that boasts reserves of 1.5

billion tonnes (1.7 billion tons) of high-quality coal.

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com
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