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Gunfire Reported After Argentine Vessel Was Rammed

Argentina Coast Guard Sinks Chinese
Fishing Boat Over ‘llilegal Fishing'

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

FA AUNGIO A N BUGUE CHINDG QUE PESCAHR DENTHO OE LAZ.
¢ Prefectura Maval Argenting
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Screenshot from a video posted by Argentina's Prefectura
Naval's website showing Chinese fishing boat Lu Yan Yuan Yu
010 that was sunk by their coast guard vessel. Four Chinese
were picked up by the Argentines and 28 more were rescued
by a nearby Chinese vessel. (AFP/Getty Images)

Argentinian forces opened fire on and
sank a Chinese boat illegally fishing in
the South Atlantic after it attempted to
ram a coast guard vessel, officials said
Tuesday. China said the incident took
place on Monday morning near Puerto
Madryn, Argentina, the coast guard said,
within the 200-nautical mile exclusive
economic zone off the country's coast
when the Chinese fishing vessel was
fired upon by the Argentine coast guard
after being chased for several hours.

A video posted on the coast guard's web-
site showed a large Chinese boat listing
in the open sea while apparently under
pursuit.

The Argentine Naval Prefecture chased
and eventually sank the Lu Yan Yuan Yu

010 vessel after de-

tecting it illegally
fishing within the
country's exclusive

economic zone, offi-
cials said.

First, according to a
statement from the

Argentine coast
guard, warning
shots were fired.

The Chinese ves-
sel, Argentine au-
thorities said, re-
sponded by turning
off its lights and de-
liberately trying to
crash.

"On distinct occa-
sions, the offending
boat realized ma-
neuvers aimed at colliding with the coast
guard, putting not only its own crew at
risk, but also the personnel of the coast
guard," the statement said.

That's why the coast guard opened fire,
Argentine officials said.

The vessel sank, and four people on
board -- three crew members and the
captain -- were rescued by Argentina's
coast guard.

China said that the other 28 crew mem-
bers who'd been on the Chinese vessel
were saved by Chinese fishing vessels
nearby.

Poaching of fish is a perennial problem
in the Atlantic and Southern Ocean, and
has sometimes seen law enforcement
agencies pursue violators for weeks on
end at sea, but it is highly unusual for

such incidents to end with a vessel being
sent to the sea floor.

The sinking comes as China expands its
long-distance fishing fleet to meet surg-
ing demand for seafood, with Beijing's
foreign ministry expressing "serious con-
cern" over the incident.

The coast guard said the Lu Yan Yuan
Yu 010 was fishing without permission
off Puerto Madryn, 1,300 kilometres(800
miles) south of Buenos Aires on Tues-
day, inside Argentina's exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

The ship refused requests in Spanish
and English to be boarded, turning off its
lights and attempting to flee towards in-
ternational waters, the statement added.

"To protect our fishing resources, and
given the (Chinese) boat's refusal to be
boarded, warning shots were fired," it
said.

The boat's captain was due to be hand-
ed over to police and appear before a
judge.

Argentina's foreign ministry and the Chi-
nese consulate have been notified, the
coast guard said.

China calls for investigation

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs called
on Argentina to investigate the incident
and ensure the safety of the crew.

The statement added that the Chinese
embassy in Argentina had "urgently tak-
en up the matter" with Argentine authori-
ties.

China's foreign ministry said on its web-

Source: FNA

BUENOS n
AIRES

ARGENTINA
L]

Puerto *_
Madryn "
Chinese boat
sank

CHILE
ATLANTIC
OCEAN
300 km
{ I
© AP

Location Of Incident Where Chinese Vessel
Was Fired On And Sunk

site it had received information that the
32 Chinese sailors on board had been
rescued unhurt, four by the coast guard
and the others by nearby Chinese boats.

Beijing "expressed serious concern
about this incident, and called on Argenti-
na to make an immediate and thorough
investigation, report the details to China,"
spokesman Lu Kang was cited as saying.

China is a key export market for Argentin-
ian agriculture and raw materials, and
President Xi Jinping visited in 2014,
when he said the two countries' relation-
ship was poised to reach unprecedented
"new horizons". (Courtesy www.cnn.com/
2016/03/15/americas)

Asian-American Jab at Oscars
Reveals Deeper Diversity Issues

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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Comedian Chris Rock introduces three Asian American
children at the 88th Oscars. [Photo/SIPA]

by presenter Sacha Baron Cohen.

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ence members of Asian descent have
written to Academy leaders protesting
"tasteless and offensive skits" mocking
Asians during the 88th Academy Awards
in late February, according to the Los An-
geles Times.

"We are writing ... to express our com-
plete surprise and disappointment with
the targeting of Asians at the 88th Oscars
telecast and its perpetuation of racist ste-
reotypes," said the letter, signed by mem-
bers including two-time Academy Award
winning director Ang Lee, actress Sandra
Oh of Grey's Anatomy, actor George
Takei of Star Trek and former academy
governors Don Hall, Freida Lee Mock and
Arthur Dong.

The letter, addressed to academy Presi-
dent Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Chief Execu-
tive Dawn Hudson, the board of gover-

nors, and Oscar telecast
producers Reginald Hudlin
and David Hill, became
public on Tuesday in a sto-
ry by Variety, as the Acade-
my's 51-member board
was meeting for the first
time since the telecast.

The awards ceremony was
packed with racially
charged material related to
the #OscarsSoWhite con-
troversy. In one, host Chris
Rock introduced three
Asian children as Academy
accountants, followed by
ad-libbed comments and a
derogatory joke about Asians

"If you watched the Oscars, the word di-
versity seemed to mean black and white.
That was it," said Takei during an phone
interview with Los Angeles Times. "We
were absolutely aghast to see they com-
pounded that by having a joke about
Asian American children. How insensitive
and how ignorant."

The Star Trek star said Asian academy
members began emailing each other
about initiating a protest the night of the
show.

"I grew up in prisons behind barbed-wire
fences largely because of those stereo-
types," Takei said. "Asians were depicted
as merciless villains to be laughed at.
Now the stereotype is we're silent num-
bers counters or depicting child labor."

Documentary filmmaker Renee Taji-
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Comedian Chris Rock’s skit with three Asian American children at
the 88th Oscars was considered offensive by many. [Photo/SIPA]

ma-Pefa said she and other Asian Acade-
my members were surprised to see jokes
of such nature in a year where a call for
diversity was at the center of attention.

"Everybody was excited because we
knew that the academy was responding
to #OscarsSoWhite," Tajima-Peha said.
"We were excited to see the telecast to
see what was gonna happen. It kind of
blindsided us. It was such a contrast to
the language of moving forward, recogniz-
ing that this culture is multi-racial,
multi-ethnic. It wasn't even funny. It's just
dredging upreally idiotic stereotypes."

In the letter dated March 9, 25 members
asked the board to respond to their criti-
cism and take "concrete steps" to "pre-
clude such unconscious or outright bias
and racism toward any group in future Os-
car telecasts."

A spokeswoman of the
academy has responded
through a statement.

"The Academy appreci-
ates the concerns stated,
and regrets that any as-
pect of the Oscars tele-
cast was offensive," the
statement read. "We are
committed to doing our
best to ensure that materi-
al in future shows be
more culturally sensitive."

David Magdael, a mem-
ber of the Academy in its
public relations branch,
said he was surprised
when he saw the show.

"When that skit came up in the middle of
the Oscars, we all went like, 'What?'
There was a collective, 'That didn't just
happen." We found a lot of people who
said, 'We're not going to accept this sort
of joke anymore," especially right after
Cheryl Boone lIsaacs gave that speech
aboutdiversity," comments Magdael dur-
ing an interview with The Hollywood Re-
porter.

A complete list of academy's members is
not on public records, however according
to a 2016 Times analysis, Asians account
for just over two percent of the academy's
membership.

Full text of Asian Protest here: http://www.
chinadaily.com.cn/culture/2016-03/16/con-
tent_23890099_3.htm (Courtesy www.
chinadaily.com.cn/culture)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com
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