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Forde-Ferrier LLC is bidding on Project # 16-02-33 RFP/Supplemental
Curriculum Materials for Houston ISD. We are looking for possible
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writing, math, science, social studies, and Rtl materials. If interested
contact Dagan Ferrier at 210-710-5532.
Email:daganferrier@hotmail.com
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China Adopts First Law On
Deep Seafloor Exploration

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Figure 1. The autonomous benthic explorer (ABE) a
free-~swimming robot. In this image, ABE is about to be
set loose to explore the bottom of the SW Indian Ocean

from aboard the Chinese research ship Da Yang Yi Haoin
in 2007. Over the past five years, ABE has been used on

multiple expeditions to find new hydrothermal vents in
the deep ocean all over the world, from New Zealand to
South Africa and Brazil to Ecuador. Click image for larger

view and image credit.

China's top legislature on Friday passed the
country's first law on deep seafloor resource

vironment.

exploration to protect the maritime environ-

ment and ensure sustainable exploitation.

The legislation was adopted after a second
reading at the bimonthly session of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National People's Con-
gress (NPC), which started Wednesday.

The government encourages and supports in-
ternational cooperation on exploration, exploi-
tation and surveys of deep seafloor resources,
in addition to boosting joint efforts on environ-
mental protection, scientific research and edu-
cational training, according to the legislation.

Exploration and development should be peace-
ful and cooperative, in addition to protecting
the maritime environment and safeguarding
the common interests of mankind, it stipulates.

Potential deep seabed prospectors must sub-
mit their plans to the Chinese maritime watch-
dog, including environmental impact assess-
ments. Only after the regulator approves the
plan can application be made to the Interna-
tional Seabed Authority.

Deep sea project contractors must have an
emergency response mechanism and report
immediately to authorities when encountering
emergencies. They should take every feasible
measure to reduce harm to people and the en-

If the maritime environment is polluted due to

their activities, the contractors can be fined up

biodiversity.

to one million yuan (153,000 US dollars).

Contractors are also required to take mea-
sures to preserve the maritime ecosystem and

{
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The three-phased approach to ocean exploration with ABE:
First, guided by chemical measurements made aboard ship,
ABE has been programmed to fly around within the water
column “sniffing” for where the chemical signals are strongest
using specialist in situ sensors. Second, once the strongest
chemical signals from a hydrothermal vent have been located,
ABE is programmed to fly closer to the seafloor, making
detailed maps of the seabed and, ideally, intercepting the stems
of hot, buoyant, hydrothermal plumes of water rising up above
the seafloor. Third, and finally, ABE is programmed once more
to descend right above the seabed and drive carefully to and
fro — using obstacle avoidance techniques to stop it from
crashing into the rough rocky terrain it finds — while taking
photographs of whatever it is that has been found, including
hydrothermal vents, cold seeps, and any new and unique
animals they might host. (Photo/Staff)

China is a signatory to the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea, which states
that international seabeds and their resources
are the common property of mankind.

The legislation, which will come into force on
May 1, also mandates the government to for-
mulate plans and promote research and sur-
veys of resources. (Courtesy www.globaltimes.
cn/content)

Sandy Phan-Gillis Has Been Detained And Charged In China Since March 2015

Houston Businesswoman Has Now Been Held
By China For One Year With No Charges

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Sandy Phan-Gillis

"I Will Live On Until They Release Me,"
Phan-Gillis Wrote Her Husband.

Editor's Note: On March 19, 2015, Sandy
Phan-Gillis, a well-known businesswoman in
Houston's Asian community, was winding up a
successful trade mission to several Chinese
cities, including Beijing, Guangzhou and Shen-
zhen as part of a five-member trade delegation
from the city of Houston. As she and other
members of the delegation were beginning to
cross the border between Mainland China and
Macau, she was called aside from the group
and detained by Chinese authorities.

After several months of house arrest, she was
formally charged and moved to a Chinese pris-
on in Nanning, China, where she remains one
year later. While no specific charges have
been given for her detention, Chinese authori-
ties have indicated that she has threatened
Chinese national security. On a website that
has since been taken down, her husband said
that, “Sandy is in very poor health”, and add-
ed that she “suffers from high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, and high blood sugar.”

Mrs Phan-Gillis — who was described by the
website as a “hard-working businesswoman”
— was born in Vietnam but fled the country as
a teenager during the turbulent 1970s. Her
family’ s origins are in the southern Chinese
province of Guangdong, the website said.
Hopes that the U.S. State Department, the
White House and Congressional officials will
take action on her case remain high, but no up-
date on her case has been made available.

The following article was published in the
New&Review edition of September 28, 2015,
shortly after Mrs. Phan-Gillis's husband con-
tacted the media about her situation./Editor

(Houston, TX, Sept. 2015) -- The U.S. State
Department appears to be involved in the case
of a Houston woman locked up in China.
ABC-13 reports the husband of Sandy Phan
Gillis is not going to be doing any more me-
dia interviews because of the State Depart-
ment's efforts. It isn't known what the State
Department is doing to get Phan Gillis re-
leased. Her husband did release a letter on
Wednesday where Phan Gillis called her de-
tention political, not criminal. She was in Chi-
na on a visit with Houston officials in March
when she was arrested.

An American woman has been detained in Chi-
na for months on suspicion of spying, officials
said Tuesday.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry said that Sandy
Phan-Gillis was "suspected of engaging in ac-
tivities that have harmed China's national secu-
rity," without giving any more details about the
allegations.

She was "assured of all her rights..
good state of health and is cooperating with
the investigation," the Foreign Ministry added
in a statement.

The U.S. State Department said it was aware

s in a

of Phan-Gillis' detention in southern China and
had been providing "all possible consular assis-
tance" to her since her arrest on March 20.
Gabrielle Price, spokesperson for the State De-
partment's Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs, said Phan-Gillis had been visited six
times by consular officials. Price directed ques-
tions about the charges to local Chinese au-
thorities.

Another State Department spokesman, Mark
Toner, said the White House raised the issue
with the Chinese foreign ministry "and have
not received what we believe to be an ade-

quate response about the charges against her.

Phan-Gillis, pictured with her son and
husband Jeff, is in bad health as she suffers
from high blood pressure, high cholesterol and
high blood sugar, according to a statement
released by a lawyer working on her case.

News of the detention came as China's Presi-
dent Xi Jinping was due to arrive in the U.S.
for his first state visit.

Phan-Gillis' husband, Jeff Gillis, has appealed
for his 55-year-old wife's release and stressed
her innocence.

"My wife is not a spy, she is not a thief," he
told NBC station KPRC on Monday. "I am con-
cerned, though, that if we can't get her re-
leased this week, that it could very easily be
years. And my wife is not guilty of anything —
she needs to be let go."

Jeff Gillis said he has chosen to publicize his
wife's detention to coincide with Xi's visit in the
hope that it will put pressure on Chinese and U.
S. authorities, according to the Houston Chron-
icle.

She went to China in March with the trade del-
egation given her role as president of the
Houston-Shenzhen Sister Cities Association
and member of Houston mayor's International
Trade and Development Council, according to
a statement posted on the website.

The delegation — which included Houston's
Mayor Pro-Tem Ed Gonzalez and his chief of
staff — was traveling from Zhuhai to Macau on
March 19 when Phan-Gillis was detained at a
checkpoint. She was the only member of the
group held, the statement said.

In a statement released Wednesday morning,
just hours after his wife had a monthly meeting

with a U.S. consular officer, Gillis said he be-
lieves she is being held as a "political prisoner.
" According to Gillis, the consular officer report-
ed that Phan-Gillis' health was in stable condi-
tion, but that she was being held in solitary
confinement, interrogated daily and refused ac-
cess to lawyers.

Photo Of Sandy Phan-Gillis On Earlier Trade
Mission To China

Before going public, Gillis said, he had been
trying to secure his wife's release behind the
scenes. He adamantly maintains her inno-
cence.

News of Phan-Gillis’ s arrest came at an awk-
ward time for US-China relations:
president Xi Jinping arrived in Seattle on Tues-
day in the first stop of a state visit, and Chi-
nese cyber-attacks are likely to figure highly
on the agenda.

Asked about Chinese behaviour in cyberspace
during a press briefing on Tuesday, Earnest
said: “The United States has articulated for
quite some time that China’ s behavior is unac-
ceptable and certainly not consistent with the
kind of relationship that we should see be-
tween our two countries.”

(Courtesy www.theguardian.com and www.
ktrh.com)

Chinese

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com
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