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Draft Internet Regulation Should Cause
No Worry, Says Technology Ministry

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The draft Internet rule seeks to regulate all websites in China. (Photo :
Getty Images)

China’s upcoming Internet regulations that would cut off access to
foreign websites should not be a cause for worry, said the country's
technology regulatory body.

The Chinese government has presented the draft of a new set
of rules on Internet access that would apparently keep foreign
websites from entering their domain and keep those inside the
country from accessing them.

While it may appear too strict, the Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology believes that it should not be a subject
of concern for most, explaining that there was a misunderstanding
about the regulations.

The Draft Internet Law

According to the New York Times, the drafted rules are set to
regulate websites in China, requiring them to register domain

names with authorities and local service providers in the country.

Furthermore, the technology ministry proposes that failure to do
so would subject the website owners to fines of up to 30,000 yuan
($4,600) or face the possibility of being blocked from access in
China.

“Internet service providers must not provide network access
services for domain names connected to the domestic network
but which are not managed by domestic domain name registration
service bodies," the ministry explained in a statement posted on
their official website last week.

The Misunderstanding

On Wednesday, the MIIT told Reuters that there was a
"misunderstanding” about the draft rules posted on their website.

According to them, the regulations "do not involve websites that
are accessed overseas, do not affect users from accessing the
related Internet content and do not affect the normal development
of business for overseas companies in China."

Thus, the new set of rules does not contradict global practices.

According to China Daily, the amendment will have no effect
whatsoever to companies accessing the network from outside of
the country.

"The draft rule asks websites that engage in network access within
the borders of China to register their domain names in the country.
Companies accessing network outside of the country will not be
affected,” the ministry explained.

Furthermore, the ministry emphasized that the posted amendments
are still drafts and can be subject to change based on feedbacks
gathered until April 25.

Aside from this, Long Weilian, a long-time tech blogger in China,
believes that the new rule is not something to get worked up about
considering that it does not require too much effort on the part of
the website administrators.

"Technically, the re-registration of domain names itself is not
hard. Companies can transfer their domain names from foreign
registration service providers to domestic ones within a day," Long
explained.

Experts also believe that the interpretation of the draft stating
that the government can block all unregistered websites is very
unlikely.

"Itis possible, but not very likely, that this would result in a de facto
block of all domains not registered in China," Mercator Institute
for China Studies research associate Mareike Ohlberg told Reuters.
(Courtesy en.yibada.com/articles)

New measures by the Chinese government could chill some of the
vibrant discourse on Twitter-like microblogs.

Ability In English No Longer Needed For Promotion

Chinese Government Announces Change
In English Proficiency For Job Promotion

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

People check the information of examination halls before they take
the latest annual English test on March 26, 2016, at Guangxi Medical
University in Nanning, capital city of Southwest China's Guangxi Zhuang
autonomous region. [Photo/Xinhua]

Because of the large number of Chinese workers seeking
promotion who did not show up last Saturday for

the yearly English test, the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China announced on Friday a new
policy.

The committee removed the requirement of passing

the English language test for employees to be promoted
in technical and professional fields. The policy was put
in place in the 1990s to encourage Chinese to study
English and allow them to take part in more international
exchanges and cooperation.

The policy change by top authorities means that people
seeking higher ranks in technical and professional fields
will no longer need to pass an English language test as
part of the promotion process.

However, the test continues to scare locals more than 20
years since the exam became a requirement for higher

studied during the time when English was not yet taught
in Chinese schools. Even younger, but talented workers,
who were not that proficient in English failed to advance
further in their careers because of the requirement.
“Many of my students were in their 40s and 50s and
didn’ t have the ability or opportunity to learn English
when they were young. They are excellent and rich in
experience relevant to their professions, but they are
unable to get higher titles, only because they didn” t
pass this exam,” said Yu Ha, a teacher at New Oriental
Education & Technology Group. The institution trains
Chinese workers to take the test.
The English test was introduced in the 1990s as a
requirement for professional and technical workers
seeking advancement. The idea was to encourage people
to study English so they could participate in more
international cooperation and exchanges.
Yu Hao, a teacher at New Oriental Education &
Technology Group which trains people to take the test,
said it had long created a headache for many people,
especially older ones working in positions that did not
benefit from English language skills.
Yu said the English requirement meant many talented
people did not get a chance to advance.
"Many of my students were in their 40s or 50s and
didn’t have the ability or opportunity to learn English
when they were young. They are excellent and rich in
experience relevant to their professions, but they are

unable to get higher titles, only because they didn’t pass
this exam," said Yu, who has worked in the training
industry for nine years.

"You just can’t imagine how painful it was for them to
have to sacrifice their weekends to take courses and
prepare for the test," Yu said.

He also added that, among the 500 students he saw each
year, about one-sixth would return to the classroom the
following year after having failed the exam.

The new policy, issued by the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China, aimed at breaking
down barriers in evaluating and promoting talented
professionals.

The new policy is also part of China’ s de-emphasizing
English language skills. In October 2013, the Beijing
Municipal Commission of Education said it planned

to reduce the Enghsh section of the Gaokao, China’

b Wcollege adm1ss1on
) B stest, to 100 points

* from 150 points in
major cities by 2016,
according to Xinhua
News Agency.

(Courtesy en.yibada.
yo ‘:\r “com/articles)
N o ..

New measures by the Chinese government could chill some of the
vibrant discourse on Twitter-like microblogs.
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college teachers, translators, news reporters and editors.
The change was announced before the latest annual
English test was held last Saturday and large numbers of
people who had registered to take the test did not show
up at examination halls. In Sichuan Province, 17 percent,
or over 10,000 examinees, did not show up for the test,
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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