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Russia-China Ties Benefit Both
Countries, Peoples: Russian FM

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) shakes hands with visiting Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi during their meeting in Moscow, capital of
Russia, on March 11, 2016. [Photo/Xinhua]

MOSCOW -- Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said on Tuesday that Russia-China ties
are at an all-time high, and that their relationship
is consistently deepened for the benefit of both
countries and peoples.

Russia and China are interested in expanding
cooperation and aligning the Russia-led Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) with China's Belt and Road
Initiative, Lavrov said in a joint interview with
Chinese, Japanese and Mongolian media on the eve
of his visits to the three countries.

"Currently, an agreement on trade and economic
cooperation between the EEU and China is being
prepared, and a roadmap for priority integration
projects is being worked out simultaneously," he
said.

The top Russian diplomat also stressed the
importance of regional cooperation between the two

countries, especially involving Russia's Far East
and China's northeastern provinces, and the Volga-
Yangtze project.

While Russia and China are experiencing "some
negative effects” due to a sluggish global economy;,
Lavrov said he believed that the decrease in Russia's
trade turnover with China and other Far East
neighbors was only temporary.

Moreover, Lavrov said Russia and China have
showed a willingness to establish a free trade zone
between the EEU and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, an idea initiated by Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
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Commenting on the South China sea issue that has
led to spat between China and some Southeastern

Asian countries, Lavrov said the disputes should
be resolved through dialogue and attempts to
internationalize the issue must be stopped.

He urged external players to stop interfering

in the negotiations among those involved,
warning that such attempts would be "completely
counterproductive.”

Moreover, Lavrov also expressed concerns about the
possible deployment of the Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense missile system by the United States on
the Korean Peninsula.

"Together with our Chinese friends, we realize that
following this course will create a real threat to the
security of our countries, and destabilize the strategic
stability in Northeast Asia," he said.

He stressed that Russia and China recognize the
right of Democratic People's Republic of Korea to
use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, but do not
accept its nuclear ambitions.

Moscow and Beijing are devoted to the
denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and the
resumption of the six-party talks, which is “the real
way to resolve the Korean Peninsula nuclear issue,"
he added.

Lavrov also praised the framework of the BRICS,
a thriving cooperation mechanism that groups the
world's five leading emerging economies -- Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South Africa. (Courtesy
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn)

New York Police Officer Peter Liang's
Sentencing Has Been Postponed

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Protesters hold a rally in support of former NYPD officer Peter Liang in
the Brooklyn borough of New York February 20, 2016. [Photo/Agencies]

Peter Liang, the former New York City police officer
convicted of manslaughter, was back in a Brooklyn
courtroom on Thursday for the second day of a
hearing for a mistrial motion by his defense team.

Liang’s sentencing, which was scheduled for Thursday,

was postponed to April 19.

Liang’s lawyers argued that juror Michael Vargas, 62,
"lied knowingly and for the purpose of securing a seat
on the jury”.

Vargas was quoted by the New York Daily News

on March 26, criticizing the decision of Brooklyn
District Attorney Kenneth Thompson to recommend
probation, not a prison term, for Liang.

"You cannot put away the average person’s thoughts
here just because they are police officers," Vargas

told the paper. "They deserve to be prosecuted and
sentenced just like everyone else who has the same
background or committed the same crime."

He also said that his own father served more than

seven years in prison for accidentally shooting a friend.

[t caught the defense attorneys’ attention that Vargas
didn’t disclose that information during jury selection,
when he was asked by the judge whether he or anyone
close to him had ever been accused of a crime.

"None that have made the papers,” Vargas said, and
when pressed, answered, "No, no."

"Did you lie during jury selection?" Liang’s lawyer,
Paul Shechtman, asked Vargas during the hearing on
Wednesday in Kings County Supreme Court.

"I don’t believe I did," Vargas said, arguing that he
didn’t consider his father a close family member. "He
was not close to me. He never spanked me. He never
raised me."

Shechtman also questioned Vargas about Facebook
posts he reposted on police misconduct and about
which he made comments including "Are the police
alegal gang?", "Who's the one that needs help?" and
"Everytime police shoot an unarmed person, they
bring this country one step closer to a revolution.”

Shechtman asked if Vargas wanted to be on the jury
because he knew the case involved a police officer.

Protesters hold a rally in support of former NYPD officer Peter Liang in
Brooklyn, New York.

"I want to be on any jury that you get called from
work, stop work and come to serve on the jury,” he
said.

Liang was convicted in February for the shooting death
of Akai Gurley, 28, an African-American man, ata
Brooklyn housing project in November 2014.

Liang, now 28, discharged his gun in a darkened
stairwell at the housing project. The ricocheted bullet
fatally struck Gurley on a lower floor.

The prosecutors will cross-examine Vargas on
Thursday afternoon. (Courtesy www.chinadaily.com.
cn)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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Diplomat of American Board of Otolaryngology
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Jade Buddha Temple
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(713) 771-8110
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Fellow of Orthokeratology Acadenly of America
Therapeutic Optometrist / Glaucoma Specialist
Pediatric Specialist / RGP and Soft Contact Lens
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Jasmine Peng, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics
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