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China Supports U.S.--Vietnam
Ties To Benefit Regional Peace

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. President Barack Obama (2nd R) shakes hands with Vietnam's
Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong after they spoke
to reporters following their meeting in the Oval Office at the White House

L in Washington July 7, 2015. (Photo/Reuters)
China is happy to see Vietnam normalizing relations

with the United States and hopes it benefits regional
peace, China said on Friday as the United States
considers lifting a three-decade-old arms embargo on
Vietnam.

A debate within the U.S. administration on lifting the
arms embargo is coming to a head amid preparations
for President Barack Obama to visit Vietnam this
month. The former enemies are increasingly partners
against China's growing territorial assertiveness in the
South China Sea.

Vietnam says it would welcome the United States
"accelerating"” the lifting of a lethal arms embargo,
which would reflect trust between the two countries and
recognition of its needs to defend itself. The ban was
eased in late 2014.

"From the Chinese government's point of view, we are
happy to see Vietnam develop normal relations with the
relevant country,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang told a daily news briefing, when asked about
the possible lifting.

China is happy to see Vietnam normalizing relations
with the United States and hopes it benefits regional
peace, China said on Friday as the United States
considers lifting a three-decade-old arms embargo on
Vietnam.

A debate within the U.S. administration on lifting the
arms embargo is coming to a head amid preparations
for President Barack Obama to visit Vietnam this
month. The former enemies are increasingly partners
against China's growing territorial assertiveness in the
South China Sea.

Vietnam says it would welcome the United States
"accelerating” the lifting of a lethal arms embargo,
which would reflect trust between the two countries and
recognition of its needs to defend itself. The ban was
eased in late 2014.

"From the Chinese government's point of view, we are
happy to see Vietnam develop normal relations with the
relevant country,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang told a daily news briefing, when asked about
the possible lifting.

"We also hope this relationship can benefit regional
peace, stability and prosperity,” he added, without
elaborating.

The arms embargo is one of the last major vestiges
of the Vietnam War era. The United States has not

indicated publicly it would remove the embargo and
has long said such a move would depend on Vietnam
showing progress on human rights.

Lifting the embargo would mark a major step forward
in ties 21 years after normalization began.

U.S. engagement with Vietnam was stepped up rapidly
during 2014, in what experts say was a calibrated
move by the United States to seize on deteriorating ties
between Vietnam and communist neighbor China over
rival territorial claims in the South China Sea.

Vietnam has been boosting its military deterrent as
China intensifies its fortification of South China Sea
islands it controls or has built from scratch. (Courtesy
http://www.reuters.com/article)

After his first bilateral with Vietham President Truong Tan Sang,
President Obama said that trust and mutual respect between the two
nations has grown to the extent that a comprehensive partnership is

possible on a range of issues.
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U.S. Trade Department: China's Chicken
Import Tariff Violates Trade Rules

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

U.S. files WTO complaint over excessive import tariff on chicken in China.
(Photo : Getty Images)

The United States has filed a complaint against
China’s excessive tariffs on chicken imports amid
the two nations’ continuous trade grapple that sheds
a harsh light on their gradually disintegrating ties.

According to The Wall Street Journal, Washington
wants Belijing to open opportunities in their market
for the American poultry farmers else the Asian
giant will face trade sanctions.

The filing submitted to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) indicates that China did not
comply with the previous WTO ruling that the
tariffs on poultry products, particularly on chicken
feet, in China should be removed because they
were improperly applied.

Aside from that, China also failed to deliver its
duties on anti-dumping and countervailing on
American chicken products in compliance with
international trade rules, U.S. Trade Representative
Michael Froman explained.

Unfair Tariff

"These unfair and unjustified taxes are in direct
violation of China's international commitments
and tilt the playing field further against America's
poultry farmers,” said Froman as quoted by The
Hill.

According to Froman, China's violation of trade
rules denies American farmers a fair shot at
earning from global trade, emphasizing that the
Obama administration will not tolerate such unfair
act.

“Crying Fowl”

"American farmers deserve a fair shot to
compete and win in the global economy, and
this administration will continue to hold China
responsible when they attempt to disadvantage our
farmers, businesses and workers," he explained.

According to The Hill, the WTO had issued a
report on the breach on tariff rules three years ago,
something China did not respond to until mid-
2014,

At the time, Beijing issued a redetermination on
the matter that states justifications on the duties
on U.S. chicken while making changes that they
deemed to be compliant with the WTO order.

However, the U.S. is still unconvinced that China
Is not violating international trade rules.

"Trade works when the rules are followed, and
it is imperative that China--the world's second-
largest economy--lives up to the rules it agreed to
when it joined the WTO in 2001," Senate Finance
Committee member and Senate Chicken Caucus
co-chairman Johnny Isakson said.

U.S. Poultry Industry

According to the outlet, the U.S. holds the biggest
percentage of chicken produce all over the world
and is the second largest exporter of chicken meat.

The industry provides jobs to over 350,000 workers
and earnings for some 50,000 family farms in the
entire nation.

Because of this, the country's economic health is
directly affected should exports of poultry products
experience a slowdown in profit.(Courtesy http://
en.yibada.com/articles)

U.S. Trade Representative Michael Froman said that China's "unfair and
unjustified taxes....tilt the playing field further against America's poultry
farmers”

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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