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President Xi visits Serbia, Poland,
Uzbekistan, attends SCO summit

June 17 - 24, 2016

China's President Xi Visits Poland
To Build Ties To Europe

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

and Europe,” Xi told a news conference.
; -i % “There is a very high convergence

China's President Xi Arrives In Poland

Poland, Warsaw — Chinese President Xi arrived on
Monday, June 20, in the Polish capital city to meet his
counterpart Duda. Some 40 deals and memoranda of
understanding were signed. The two President agreed
on the strengthening of bilateral relations, as Poland
sees China as a potential huge market to sell her
agricultural goods, and China sees Poland as a gateway
to Europe in her project of recreating the Silk Road. Xi
was welcomed by Polish President Duda and also met
later with the Polish Premier Beata Szydto, and many
Polish MPs.

Xi said that he sees an important role for Poland as his
country looks to increase commercial ties with Europe.
“I am convinced that Poland can continue to have a
very important role in building ties between China

ﬂ between China’s initiative (to develop
X | European ties) and Poland’s development

» largest partner in central i
& and eastern Europe, with §
| trade worth tens of billions §
of euro. But Poland is
¢ chiefly an importer and
" is hoping to boost its & .

| exports, mainly of farm
MY products and especially
beef and apples, banned by major
importer Russia.
Xi noted that China's new approach to its own
economic development is based on new technologies
and environmental projects.
Xi and Polish President Andrzej Duda signed an
agreement to step up bilateral ties. Some 40 deals and
memoranda of understanding were signed Monday,
mostly related to construction, raw materials, energy,
new technologies, finance and science.
The discussions were focused on the bilateral
cooperation, especially regarding infrastructure
development, transportation and trade. China is already
the main Asian partner for Poland, but since the EU
and Russia are mutually sanctioning each-selves,
Poland sees opportunities to deal more with China,
since she is not able to sell as much as before 2014 to

economy by increasing China's Pre5|dent X| J|np|ng
Reviews Polish Military Troops

Russia. The two President celebrated the arrival of a
freight train, which one of the 20 trains bringing goods
through Eurasia each week. Train is much more faster
than sea travel, and Poland is, according to the Chinese,
at the geographical key position. The
development of the train freight was
one the topics of this meeting.
"I hope that for China, Poland will
become a gateway to Europe,” Duda
said, noting that Poland's biggest port
M) in Gdansk has potential to handle large
x volumes of trade.
The two President declared that China
and Poland should upgrade their
relations to a comprehensive strategic
partnership — as two days earlier, between China and
Serbia. In her project of new Silk Road, China counts
a lot on Central Europe, which is the western part
of the huge “One Belt One Road” prolect linking
by land China
to Europe. The
investments in the
Piraeus harbor,
in the fast train
from Greece to
Hungary, or in the
canal between the
Danube, the Oder
and the Elbe are
all parts of this
long-run gigantic
project.

=2

Chinese President Xi Jinping (L)
and Polish President Andrzej Duda
Shake Hands After Signing A Joint

Communique.

John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Living In Poland Welcome The Chinese President

Xi and Duda were due to attend the arrival of a China
Railway Express cargo train in Warsaw, in a symbolic
opening of a land connection between China and
Europe. They will also attend an economic forum and
meet Prime Minister Beata Szydlo and Parliament
speakers.

Xi and his wife arrived late Sunday from Serbia and
had dinner with Duda and the First Lady. On Tuesday,
he'll fly on to Uzbekistan.

Central European countries are cooperating together
with China on this new global trade route in order to
develop Central Europe as a main economical pole
where there are main harbors and economical centers
and less dependent on the West in particular.

The last visit to Poland by a Chinese president was in
2004, by President Hu Jintao. (Courtesy visegradpost.
com/en/2016)

X1 Urges China, Poland To Set Up Paradigm
Of Belt And Road Cooperation

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a speech at opening
ceremony of the Silk Road Forum and Poland-China
Regional Cooperation and Business Forum, in Warsaw,
Poland, June 20, 2016. (Xinhua/Rao Aimin)

WARSAW, June 20, 2016 (Xinhua)-Visiting Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Monday called on China and
Poland to build their partnership into a paradigm of
cooperation within the framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative.

Xi made the remarks at the Silk Road Forum and
Poland-China Regional Cooperation and Business
Forum held in the Polish capital.

China and Poland share the vision of promoting

prosperity along the routes of Belt and Road, and of
playing a bigger role in regional cooperation, said Xi.
Meanwhile, he said that the Belt and Road Initiative
has seen outstanding progress and that countries along
the Belt and Road have responded actively since it was
put forward three years ago.

Referring to the initiative as a common endeavor, Xi
urged participating countries to relate to each other
with the principles of mutual respect and inclusiveness.
Furthermore, the Chinese president made a five-point
proposal on the development of the Belt and Road,
China-Central and ;
Eastern Europe (CEE)
cooperation, as well
as China-Poland
cooperation.

Xi proposed to
designate economy
and trade as an

area of priority in
cooperation.

He called for joint
efforts to improve
China-Europe trade
and investment
mechanism, raise the level of liberalization and
facilitation of trade and investment, and create new
trade centers and growth poles by incorporating

i y B B
One Belt One Road initiative to connect China to Europe

Europe's advanced technologies, China's industrial
capacity and Poland's location and talent advantages.
Xi called for closer synergy of China-CEE cooperation
mechanism and the development of the Belt and Road,
in a bid to forge lasting and practical China-CEE
cooperation.

On optimizing mechanisms, he called on Chinese and
Polish local governmentsto bridge cooperation between
the two countries' enterprises and civil organizations,
expand practical cooperation, and consolidate public
foundation for China-Poland friendship.

The Chinese president
also highlighted

the supporting and
leading role of think
tanks. He urged

them to help the
governments study
routes and plans

for the Belt and

Road development,
align plans and
strategies, coordinate
policies and design
mechanisms, and help
the public understand polices.

Xi stressed that China is confident to maintain
economic growth at a medium-high speed, and

welcomes

all countries
to share the
dividends of
China's fast
development.
Polish

leaders, who

were also

present at Chinese Pre_mier Li Kegiang addr_esses
he f the opening ceremony of the fifth

the forum, economic and trade forum between China
pledged and Central and Eastern European (CEE)
support for

the Belt and Road Initiative and commitment for
promoting Europe-Asia cooperation, saying the Belt
and Road links the two continents both in history and
at present.

They added that the dovetailing of Poland's Amber
Road and the Silk Road will play a significant role
in promoting security, prosperity and development of
Europe and Asia.

Xi arrived here Sunday for a state visit, the first by a
Chinese head of state to Poland in 12 years and the
second leg of his current three-nation Eurasia tour.

Xi visited Serbia before Poland, and is expected to
travel to Uzbekistan for a state visit and to attend a
summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
(Courtesy www.newsgd.com/news/2016-06)
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