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Regular Random Checks Will Be Made To Prevent More Decay

Of The UNESCO Site Being Destroyed By Tourists And Locals

Tourists Gather on the Great Wall outside Beijing, China.
(Photo/Reuters)

China’s cultural authorities are vowing to crack down
on criminal damage along the sprawling Great Wall
amid fears that the Unesco site is disappearing, brick
by brick.

Officials at the state administration of cultural
heritage (SACH) announced that regular inspections
and random checks would be carried out along the
estimated 13,000 miles (21,000km) of wall to ensure
local municipalities are following national protection
measures introduced a decade ago.

Until now, the laws have done little to preserve one
of the world’s manmade wonders. While adverse
environmental conditions such as wind and rain are
blamed for eroding nearly a third of the Ming-era wall,
officials have pointed to reckless human behaviour for
destroying sections of it.

Villagers who live near the wall routinely steal bricks
from it to use as building materials or to sell, according

China To Crack Down On
Brick-By-Brick Theft Of Great Walll

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

to China’s Great Wall Society. The group released a
survey in 2014 that warned that many towers were also
increasingly shaky.

“It doesn’t have large-scale damage, but if you
accumulate the different damaged parts, it is very
serious,” said the society’s vice-chairman, Dong
Yaohui. “The problem is we spend a lot of money
on repairing the Great Wall instead of preserving the
Great Wall.”

Parts of the Great Wall date back to the 3rd century
BC, though much of it —about
4,000 miles —was built during
the Ming dynasty of 1368 to
1644. According to SACH
figures, less than 10% of it is
considered well preserved.
Dong said the degradation
had grown worse over the
years because of a lack of
resources and oversight in

The Ming-era sections north of Beijing are the most
popular with tourists, drawing millions of visitors
every year and leaving parts of the massive heritage
site defaced with graffiti. State media also reported that
villagers took bricks or slabs with historic engraving to
sell to tourists for 30 yuan (£3).

Asurge of interest in “wild Great Wall” tourism, where
hikes follow crumbling sections, also poses a threat
to decaying stretches in remote regions, according to
reports.

municipalities across the The G tWIIOfCh' AL The Nano.Kao Pass In Eatl
15 provinces that the wall = 2% ™ inaAt The Rang-tap Fass In Early
traverses.

Related
Almost One-Third Of China's Great Wall
Has Disappeared

Natural erosion, damage from tourists and people
stealing bricks to build houses mean estimates of the
wall’s length now vary from 9,000-21,000 km
Around 30% of China’s Ming-era Great Wall has
disappeared over time as adverse natural conditions
and reckless human activities — including stealing
bricks to build houses — erode the Unesco world
heritage site, state media has
reported.
The Great Wall is not a
-, single unbroken structure

- but stretches for thousands
; '_ of miles in sections, from
QQE Shanhaiguan on the east
~% coast to Jiayuguan in the
. windswept sands on the edge
of the Gobi desert to the west.
It is so dilapidated in places
that estimates of its total
length vary from 9,000 to
21,000 kilometres, depending on whether missing
sections are included. Despite its length, it is not, as is
sometimes claimed, visible from space.
Construction first began in the 3rd century BC, but
nearly 6,300km were built in the Ming dynasty of
1368-1644, including the much-visited sections north
of Beijing.
Of that, 1,962km has melted away over the centuries,
the Beijing Times reported. Some of the construction
has weathered away, while plants growing in the walls

have accelerated
the decay, said
the report, citing
a survey last
year by the Great
Wall of China
Society.

“Even  though
some of the :
walls are built Visitors to the Great Wall of Chlnajust
of bricks and north of BelJlTrga(gF:;c))to/AFP/Getty
stones, they

cannot withstand the perennial exposure to wind and
rain,” the paper quoted Dong Yaohui, a vice-president
of the society, as saying.

“Many towers are becoming increasingly shaky and
may collapse in a single rain storm in summer.”
Tourism and local residents’ activities are also
damaging the longest human construction in the world,
the paper added. Poor villagers in Lulong county, in the
northern province of Hebei, used to knock thick grey
bricks from a section of wall in their village to build
homes, and slabs engraved with Chinese characters
were sold for 30 yuan (£3) each by locals , it said.
Under Chinese regulations, people who take bricks
from the Great Wall can be fined up to ¥5,000,
according to the state-run Global Times.

“But there is no specific organisation to enforce the
rules,” said Jia Hailin, a cultural relics protection
official in Hebei. “Damage could only be reported
to higher authorities and it is hard to solve when it
happened on the border of two provinces.” (Courtesy
www.theguardian.com/world)

Uber China Lined Up For Merger Worth $35 BLN

After Bruising China Battle, Uber Gives In To Rival Didi

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

After a bruising two-year battle, ride-hailing firm Uber
is selling its China operations to bigger local rival Didi
Chuxing in a deal that will give Uber a one-fifth stake
in Didi.
The merged entity is worth around $35 billion -
combining Didi's most recent $28 billion valuation and
Uber China's $7 billion worth - said a source familiar
with the matter who did not want to be named before
the deal was made public.
Didi confirmed the agreement on its official microblog,
but gave no valuation. In a posting on Uber's website,
CEO Travis Kalanick said San Francisco-based Uber
Technologies would have a one-fifth stake in Didi,
making it the Chinese firm's biggest shareholder.
Kalanick will join Didi's board, with Didi Chuxing
chief Cheng Wei joining the Uber board.
Uber will continue to operate independently, the Didi
posting said. "Cooperating with Uber will give the
entire mobile travel industry a healthier order and a
period of a higher level of development,” it said.
China has been a challenging market for Uber, which
has spent billions of
B! dollars in a price war
LR with Didi.

| Both  firms  spent
| heavily to attract

~ riders with discounts
. “2 and both also raised

A mascot of D|d|Chuxmg is seen billions in  recent

at the company's headquarters

in Beijing, China, May 18, 2016. fundraisings.  Uber

Reuters/Kim Kyung-Hoon is profitable in the

United States, Canada and
about 100 other cities.

In an internal message
to staff viewed by
Reuters, Kalanick wrote:
"Sustainably serving
China's cities, and the
riders and drivers who live
in them, is only possible
with profitability. This
merger paves the way
for our team and Didi's
to partner on an enormous mission, and it frees up
substantial resources for bold initiatives focused on
the future of cities - from self-driving technology to
the future of food and logistics."

He said Uber was operating in more than 60 cities
in China and "doing more than 150 million trips a
month." Didi, however, claims 87 percent of the
Chinese market for private vehicle ride-hailing.
Richard Ji, Hong Kong-based co-founder of All-Stars
Investment Ltd, which manages about $900 million
and owns Didi stock, said the deal makes "huge sense".
"Uber faces an uphill task in China especially since
Didi is multiple times larger by transaction value and
city coverage,” he said.

"This will lead to favorable outcomes for both
companies. The biggest benefit is cost savings, they
no longer have to give out subsidies to drivers and
passengers. It will give pricing power as the new
entity will become the dominant player. That means
profitability will come sooner than later."

Under the deal, Didi will
also invest $1 billion in
Uber, which operates
globally outside China,
the source said, adding to
a series of deals and joint
ventures Didi has struck in
recent years.
International Ambition
Analysts  said  Didi's
acquisition  signals its
readiness to step beyond
its home market.

"This clearly shows Didi's
global ambitions and its desire
to work together with Uber
to tap Chinese travelers, who
are going out in big numbers.
There's a possibility the two
could work together in other
markets," All-Stars Investment's
Ji said.

Didi said in its posting it will look to expand its
international business and enter markets like Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Macau, Japan, South Korea, Europe
and Russia.

Didi - itself created last year from a merger of two firms
backed respectively by e-commerce giant Alibaba
Group (BABA.N) and social network firm Tencent
(0700.HK) - has invested $100 million in Lyft, Uber's
main rival in the United States.

It has also formed an alliance with Lyft, India's ride

service Ola and Southeast Asia's ride-hailing startup
Grab in an effort to compete with Uber's global
dominance.

The Didi deal is the latest sign that global Internet and
technology companies are struggling to break into
China's cut-throat market, where local entrepreneurs
have built formidable businesses, partly helped by a
supportive government.

All of China's
technology
heavyweights will
be stakeholders

in Didi, as Uber
shareholder Baidu
(BIDU.O) will gain
a stake. Apple Inc
(AAPL.O) recently
made a rare $1 billion investment in Didi.

China last week issued guidelines that establish a
long-awaited framework for the booming ride-hailing
industry and remove uncertainty for firms such as Didi
and Uber.

Itwas unclear whether the deal would need to be cleared
by China's Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), the
anti-trust regulator.

"Given Didi's reported high market share, any
increment would attract MOFCOM's attention. But
for the parties to seek pre-closing approval, each has
to meet the minimum sales threshold. That's where it's
unclear whether an anti-trust filing would be required,"
said Marc Waha, partner at Norton Rose Fulbright.
(Courtesy http://www.reuters.com/article)
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