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Beijing Vows Prosecutions In South China Sea

John T. Robbins, Editor

South China Sea Trespassers Beware, China Warns

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

In this undated photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a
Chinese H-6K bomber patrols the islands and reefs in the
South China Sea. In a statement this week, China said it
would exercise jurisdiction over the area. (Photo/Xinhua/
Via AP)

China ratcheted up its rhetoric in the South China
Sea dispute Tuesday, issuing perhaps it sternest
statement on the matter. China is still reeling from an
unfavorable U.N. ruling last month against its claims
in the disputed region.

"Judicial power is an important component of national
sovereignty," the People's Supreme Court said Tuesday.
"People's courts will actively exercise jurisdiction
over China's territorial waters, support administrative
departments to legally perform maritime management
duties ... and safeguard Chinese territorial sovereignty
and maritime interests."”

The court said there is a "clear legal basis for China to
safeguard maritime order, marine safety and interests."
"This is kind of an ominous suggestion that they will
be prosecuting people who enter the waters that China

claims," Hong University law professor Matthew C.
Davis told CNN.

People who enter Chinese-claimed waters and refuse
to leave after being forced out, or who re-enter after
expulsion or previous fine, will be considered to have
committed "serious" criminal acts, the court said.
Those persons could be sentenced to up to year in jail.
Brunei,
Malaysia, the
Philippines,
Taiwan and
Vietnam have
rival claims over
the large trade

waterway. China
forcefully rejects Satellite |mage of Woody Island taken
on January 9, 2016. Beijing has the

last mon_ths “right and ability” to seize South
U.N. ruling China Sea islands occupied by other
that favored countries, a senior Chinese diplomat

said recently.

the Philippines.
A Chinese state paper derided the decision as a
"stillbirth" and said "the South China Sea arbitral
tribunal in The Hague delivered an outrageously one-
sided ruling in the case initiated by the Philippines."
Beijing called out the U.S. for interference, and implied
the country was willing to go into military conflict over
the territory.

"Washington, which has been trampling over the law
in the name of 'respecting’ it, will surely not let slip the
opportunity the ruling offers to vilify Beijing," a July
state editorial reads. "Beijing certainly should, and
has to, ready itself for worst-case scenarios, including

potential military collisions."
The United States
maintains official
neutrality in the
dispute, but hopes
"key principles"
are upheld in the
region, and has

a mutual defense
treaty with the
Philippines,
signed in 1951
and aimed at countering Chinese aggression.

"In the South China Sea, the U.S. is not a claimant in
current disputes, but we will stand with our partners in
upholding key principles like freedom of navigation,"
President Barack Obama said in May. "Big nations
should not bully smaller ones. ... Disputes should be
resolved peacefully.” (Courtesy www.usnews.com/
news/articles)

Related

US President Barack Obama has
demanded that China end artificial
island building in the hotly contested
South China Sea.

Russia and China Team Up
in South China Sea

China is still reeling from losing a U.N. case on the
disputed region, and decries U.S. interference.

"These drills deepen mutual trust and expand
cooperation, raise the ability to jointly deal with
security threats, and benefit the maintenance of
regional and global peace and stability," Yang said.
China is still reeling from losing an international
arbitration case against the Philippines over the region.
China does not accept the legitimacy of that ruling —

calling it "null and void."

On Wednesday, the United States said that it would
continue freedom of navigation operations in the
area, according to a senior Navy officer. The U.S. has
officially remained neutral in the dispute between the
Philippines and China. (Courtesy www.usnews.com/
news/articles)
The Chinese
defense
ministry
announced
Thursday that
in September
it will hold
"routine"
military drills
with Russia
in the South
China Sea.
Many
international
observers are
likely to see
the move as an escalation of tensions in the disputed
region, but the ministry argued it was about greater
Russian-China cooperation.

"This is a routine exercise between the two armed
forces, aimed at strengthening the developing China-
Russia strategic cooperative partnership,” ministry
spokesman Yang Yujun said. "The exercise is not
directed against third parties.”

In this July 8, 2016 photo, Chinese missile
frigate Yuncheng launches an anti-ship
missile during a military exercise in the
waters near south China's Hainan Island
and Paracel Islands. The Chinese defense
ministry announced Thursday that in
September it will hold routine military
drills with Russia in the South China Sea.
(Photo/Xinhua Via AP, FILE)

Meeting Offers Hope That Decades-Old Freeze On Space Cooperation Could Be Thawing
Can Nasa And China Work Together In Space?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

One small drive from the US embassy in Beijing last
month may yet prove to be a giant leap for cooperation
between the American space agency Nasa and China’s
space programme.
In mid-July, a US embassy vehicle drove into the
guarded compound of the Chinese Academy of
Science’s Institute of Atmospheric Physics in central
Beijing, carrying Dr Michael Freilich, the director of
Nasa’s earth science division, Christopher Blackerby,
the agency’s Pacific Rim representative, and other US
government staff.

“If we are going to Mars, to send

the first human visitors there
and bring them back, it will go beyond the
capability of any single nation.”
PROFESSOR ZONG QIUGANG, PEKING UNIVERSITY

Once inside they spent hours with their Chinese
counterparts in a closed-door meeting on TanSat, a
Chinese satellite to be launched later this year.
In an attempt to thaw the icy relationship between
the two countries in space, Beijing had made a major
concession several years ago, offering management of

A photograph supplied by the Institute of Atmospheric

Physics shows Nasa representatives Christopher
Blackerby (left) and Michael Freilich (second from left)
meeting China’'s TanSat team, led by Professor Liu Yi
(right), in Beijing on July 12. Photo: SCMP Pictures

TanSat, China’s first carbon-
sniffing satellite, to Nasa so
that it could be incorporated
into one of its constellations
of earth observation
satellites. That would have
given scientists around the
world a new tool to monitor
greenhouse gas emissions i
and discover the mechanisms
driving climate change.

To the disappointment of the
research community, the arrangement did not work
out, and the small delegation led by Freilich was in
Beijing to discuss with Chinese scientists what crumbs
of teamwork — such as data exchanges and information
sharing — could be salvaged.

But even that could be illegal.

Five years ago, the US Congress passed a law banning
Nasa from using federal funds to “develop, design,
plan, promulgate, implement, or execute a bilateral
policy, programme, order, or contract of any kind to
participate, collaborate, or coordinate bilaterally in any
way with China or any Chinese-owned company”’.
China on schedule to launch second space station this
year after recovery of probe

Nasa has not responded to South China Morning
Postqueries about the Beijing meeting and no
information about the delegation’s visit to Beijing has
been revealed on the agency’s website.

The issue was “sensitive to both sides”, said Professor
Liu Yi, the lead scientist of the TanSat project, who
confirmed the meeting with the American visitors but
declined to reveal details of their discussions.

A : s
A Long March-7 carrier rocket lifts off from the _ -
Wenchang Satellite Launch Centre in Hainan on June as accomplices in the theft

25. Photo: Xinhuae of

While the details remain
unclear, some space experts
view the stillborn TanSat
deal as an encouraging
sign that the “cold wall”
separating China and the US
| in space is beginning to melt.
| Many in the West have long
regarded  China’s  state-
funded science programmes

intellectual  property
through reverse engineering of overseas technology.
But in recent years, through costly projects such as
TanSat, China has sought to portray itself as a worthy
collaborator, equipped with Iy
cutting-edge technology.
At the same time, the US
government has also been
taking baby steps to shed or
bypass some decades-old
China-exclusion policies. &
TanSat, with tan being =

Chinese for carbon, is not the world’s first carbon
satellite, but it could be the most precise, especially
for monitoring greenhouse gas emissions in China,
thanks to specially built ground facilities designed to
improve the accuracy of data collection. The project
has been funded by the Ministry of Science and
Technology as part of China’s answer to international
criticism of its role as the world’s largest emitter of
carbon dioxide. TanSat’s scientific instruments, built
by Liu’s team at the Chinese Academy of Sciences
using home-grown technology, will be able to sniff out

the generation, dispersal and sinking of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere with unprecedented precision.

Two years ago, Nasa
launched a similar
satellite, the Orbiting
Carbon Observatory
2 (0C0-2),
which became the | * -
sixth  satellite in .:i

oy : al -
the “Afternoon A Long March-3B/Yuanzheng-1
Train” (A-Train) rocket carrying two satellites for

the BeiDou navigation satellite
constellation of earth system blasts off from the Xichang
observation satellites Satellite Launch Centre in Sichuan
from Japan, Europe, in July last year. Photo: Xinhua
Canada and the US. They are placed only a few minutes
apart from each other in a sun-synchronous orbit at an
altitude of 705km and cross the equator together at a
location that varies each day at around 1.30pm solar
time, hence the name, allowing researchers to collect
multidimensional data on water, clouds, winds and
trace chemicals at a single location at almost the same
time.
But the Sino-US attempt at collaborate has been seen as
a positive sign. A mainland space expert said it may, in
part, have been made possible by last year’s retirement
of former US congressman Frank Wolf, who initiated
numerous China-exclusion laws after his election to
the House of Representatives in 1981, including the
one impacting on Nasa in 2011.
“With Wolf gone, Nasa might feel a bit more
comfortable about re-engaging China,” the space
expert said, pointing out that previous visits to China
by Nasa’s chief had come under fire from Wolf.(
Courtesy www.scmp.com/news/china/article)
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