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Tentative Agreement Between Beijing And The Vatican On Appointing

Bishops Could Free Millions Who Now Worship In Underaround Churches

Door Is Open For Mainland Chinese Catholics
To Openly Practice Their Faith

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Cardinal John Tong revealed an initial accord on the
appointment of bishops. (Photo/K. Y. Cheng)
Taiwan may remain the key stumbling block to a
full diplomatic relationship between the Vatican and
Beijing. But this doesn’t mean the two states cannot
reach an understanding that will make life much easier
for Roman Catholics living in mainland China.
With the arch-conservative Pope Benedict and the
fanatical anti-communist Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun
out of the picture, things are looking up. In a lengthy
article published in the Hong Kong diocese’s Kung
Kao Po, Cardinal John Tong Hon, a moderate like his
current boss in the Vatican, explains how the two sides
are close to resolving a long-standing conflict over the
selection of bishops on the mainland.
The mainland has about six million Catholics on official
record, but some estimates put the total number at over
12 million, as many belong to underground churches
that are not sanctioned by the central government and
which look to Rome as the ultimate authority.
This has led to periodic persecution. Since President
Xi Jinping (%53i7F) came to power, suppression of
underground churches including the toppling of crosses
=y has intensified. More
& lay members are being
1 driven  underground;
~ some have become
more fanatical in their
\‘! faith.

The preliminary
J '@ agreement as outlined

by Cardinal Tong would be a step closer to giving them

official recognition.

Modelled on a similar pact previously reached between

Vietnam and the Vatican, the pope would choose from

a list of candidates recommended by a conference

comprising bishops from the official and clandestine
churches.

The Vatican could claim the power of final decision
still rests with the pope, while Beijing may insist on
screening eligible candidates.

But if this goes ahead, Beijing would have to officially
recognise many if not most of those underground
churches whose loyalty lies with Rome. This is a big
concession on China’s part.

Of  course, much
delicate work remains
even if this works out. =
What if the conference P
under Beijing’s control ‘ [

y
presents a list of bishops 'm
unacceptable to the W

'.'.-__!\.‘ - .:: r
Vatican? Clearly, good

faith on both sides would have to prevail for this to
work.
Some mainland Christians are already calling this
the Vatican’s betrayal. Christians, of course, invented
the persecution complex; some may prefer to stay
underground as their cross to bear.
But for those who can see the big picture, such an
agreement would mean millions of Catholics could
practise their faith openly and freely.
Related

Beijing, Vatican Reach Initial Accord On

Appointment Of Bishops,

Hong Kong Cardinal Says
Agreement Comes as the two sides engage in
talks after years of hostility over who has the
right to appoint bishops and the Vatican’s ties

L.

with Taiwan

ML *) _./"”-
Cardinal John Tong revealed an initial accord on the
appointment of bishops. Photo: Reuters

The head of Hong Kong’s Catholic Church has
revealed that the Vatican and Beijing have reached
an initial agreement on the appointment of Catholic
bishops in mainland China in an effort to secure a
breakthrough in bilateral ties.

In an article published in the latest edition of the
weekly diocese publication Kung Kao Po on Thursday,
Cardinal John Tong Hon also dismissed criticism
that Vatican officials may go against the Holy See’s
principles and that the dialogue may sacrifice the rights
of clandestine churches on the mainland.

Tong wrote in the more than 8,000-word article that
Beijing was now willing to reach an understanding
with the Vatican on the appointment of hishops in
the Catholic Church in mainland China and seek a
mutually acceptable plan.

Under the initial agreement, the pope would choose
from a list of candidates recommended by a conference
comprising bishops from the open and clandestine
churches.

The 77-year-old cardinal said a bishops’ conference in
China would only have the power of recommendation
while the power of final decision would still be left to
the pope.

“The Apostolic
See has the right
to choose from
the recommended
list the candidates
it considers as
most suitable and
the right to reject
the candidates
recommended

by a bishops’
conference of China and the bishops in the provinces
under it. ”

Citing the “Vietnam model”, Tong said the practice
of appointing bishops may be adjusted to what was
feasible in the local situation.

China-Vatican relations have been strained by conflicts
over the appointment of Catholic bishops and the
Vatican’s diplomatic relations with Taiwan. With Pope
Francis’ support, China and the Vatican restarted a
political dialogue in June 2014.

“The agreement between the Holy See and Beijing

Pope Francis took a new approach
towards ties with Beijing.
(Photo/AFP)

is an example of human
dialogue, the beginning of
the normalisation of a mutual
relationship,” Tong wrote.
Tong said the pope understood
that the Chinese government
was concerned about the
influence the Catholic bishops
may have on society.

“The Holy See is willing to [engage in] dialogue ... on
the appointment of bishops in the church in China and
to reach a mutually acceptable consensus under the
premises that the principles of the Catholic faith and of
ecclesial communion are not violated.”

Reuters reported last month that a working group with
members from both sides was set up in April and was
discussing how to resolve a core disagreement over
who had the authority to select and ordain bishops in
China.
Under the
model
agreed by
the Vatican
and Hanoi
in 2011, the
nomination
of bishops
follows
procedures approved by both the Vatican and the
Vietnamese government.

The Vatican severed diplomatic ties with China in
1951, two years after the Communists came to power.
Beijing oversees more than 12 million Catholics
through the party-controlled Chinese Catholic Patriotic
Association.

Tong wrote that some people were concerned that
the dialogue between the Holy See and the Chinese
government may sacrifice the legitimate rights of the
clandestine churches in China.

“This way of thinking may indeed be an offence
against the Holy See and its delegated representatives
in the negotiations.”

The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association did not
respond to Post inquiries on Friday. (Courtesy www.
scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article)

China’s Outbound Tourism Slows Amid
Weak Yuan, European Terrorist Attacks

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Italian and Chinese law enforcement officers pose with

Chinese tourists in Milan, Italy. Chinese police were
assigned to Italy in May in a two-week experiment to help
make Chinese tourists feel safe. (Photo/EPA )

The weaker yuan has slowed growth in China’s
outbound tourism, said analysts, with the yuan down
more than 7 per cent against the US dollar since its

one-off devaluation in August last year.

“The devaluation of the Chinese yuan has no doubt
increased the cost of outbound tourism,” Sinolink
Securities analyst Zhang Bin wrote in a report. “The
weaker yuan will dampen the enthusiasm for outbound

travelling and shopping among Chinese tourists.”
Data from the China National Tourism Administration
(CNTA) shows that the growth rate of Chinese
outbound visitors is slowing, up only 4.3 per cent year
on year to 59 million in the first half of 2016 — the
slowest growth in the past six years and the first time it
has fallen to single-digit levels in that period.
“The weaker yuan, nevertheless, cannot be seen as the
fatal blow to China’s outbound tourism,” Zhang said,
adding that recent acts of terrorism in Europe have
seriously scared away Chinese tourists.
The weaker yuan will dampen the enthusiasm
for outbound traveling and shopping among
Chinese tourists.

Zhang Bin, Sinolink Securities
Take for example Christina Wang, a high-school
teacher in Shenzhen. “I don’t care a lot about exchange
rates but | take safety as a priority when we make
travel plans,” she said.
“I always travelled outside [China] with my children
in the summer holiday but this year we just travelled

around China because | don’t feel safe to go abroad,
especially European countries after a series of terrorist
attacks there,” Wang added. =%

Italian and Chinese law enforcement '

to Italy in May in a two-week experiment
to help make Chinese tourists feel safe.
Photo: EPA

“A detailed holiday plan is always
discussed and made two months in advance, and
we won’t change it easily just because of exchange
rate fluctuations. But we will definitely change our
destination if there is terrorism.”

Chinese arrivals dropped the most in Hong Kong.
Mainland visitors to the city declined 4 per cent year
on year in June, with an 8 per cent decline in May. For
the first half of 2016, the number fell 10.6 per cent to
20.42 million compared with the same period a year
earlier.

GF Securities analyst Albert Yip expects Chinese

s

Chinese Tourists In Europe

visitor numbers to Hong Kong will rebound because
the Japanese yen and South Korean Won continue to
rise and European countries are haunted
by terrorism

sl However, Chinese domestic tourism still
B remains strong as it is not affected by the
weakening yuan. The first half of 2016
' saw domestic tourist volume increase
10.5 per cent to 2.2 billion travellers.

The revenue per available room
(RevPAR) of Shanghai and Beijing hotels continued to
show strong momentum in June. Shanghai and Beijing
recorded 11.7 per cent and 4.8 per cent growth in 5-star
RevPAR respectively due to the increase in occupancy
rates.

For the second half of 2016, CNTA expects the growth
rate of outbound visitors to drop to 3.9 per cent year on
year while domestic visitor numbers will grow 10 per
cent for the same period. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/
business/global-economy/article)
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