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Expresses Concerns About His Abili

|
To Fulfill Duties Full

John T. Robbins, Editor

Japan's Emperor Speaks To Public
-Suggesting He May Abdicate

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

reported abdication plan,

W | i &1}355@%

AORZACHD N R |75

saying the hard-working
emperor deserves to enjoy
his long-overdue retirement.

%-

Lifting the abdication ban, a
practice inherited from the

prewar constitution, would
also bring the imperial life
closer to the public.

"Changing that will reflect
the reality of Japanese
society first of all, the way
that almost all people here

said Robert  Campbell,

The Japanese emperor has expressed concern about his ability to carry out his duties a University of Tokyo

fully as he ages. Emperor Akihito made the remarks in a rare video message delivered
to the public on national television on Monday. (Photo/SCMP)

Japanese Emperor Akihito, 82, in a rare video address
to the public on Monday, said he worried that age
may make it difficult for him to fully carry out his
duties, remarks widely seen as suggesting he wants to
abdicate.

In the pre-recorded message, Akihito spoke about
his duties as a "symbol emperor" as stipulated by the
constitution, palace officials said. He will most likely
avoid the explicit expression of abdication, which
would involve political and legal procedures that he is
not allowed to discuss.

Akihito still works, though his aides have shifted
some of his duties to Crown Prince Naruhito — the
elder of his two sons and most likely successor. Yet,
Akihito has referred
to his old age in recent
years, admitting to
making small mistakes
at ceremonies. During
the Aug. 15, 2015,
anniversary of the end
of World War 11, Akihito
Japanese EmperorAkihito is started reading a
82, has health challenges and  Statement when he was

is laying the groundwork to supposed to observe a

relinquish his role. But he may moment of silence
not be allowed to, and even '

bringing up the subject may be Aﬁer_ the initi?'
unconstitutional. surprise, the public

(AFP/Getty Images) warmly welcomed the

professor and expert on
Japanese history and culture.
Public broadcaster NHK reported last month that
Akihito, who has had heart surgery and been treated
for prostate cancer, wanted to step down in a few years
- which would be unprecedented in modern Japan.
Once considered divine, the emperor is defined in the
constitution as a symbol of the state and the unity of
the people. He has no political power.

Surviving through samurais and shoguns and wars,
an unbroken male line of emperors has endured in
Japan for almost 3,000 years. They are said to be direct
descendants of Amaterasu, the Shinto goddess of the
sun.

Abdication was relatively common until 1817, when
Kokaku became the last emperor to resign his post.
But the imperial system underwent a huge upheaval
at the end of World War 1, when the U.S. occupying
forces allowed Hirohito, the current emperor’s father,
to remain in his position but strlpped h|m of h|s powers
The emperor was B

reduced to being a &
ceremonial figurehead
who would serve as a
“symbol of the state
and of the unity of the
people,” according
to the U.S.-written
constitution. As such,

People Watch alarge screen
showing Japanese Emperor
Akihito's video address in
he does “not have Tokyo, Japan, August 8, 2016.

(Photo/Reuters)

powers related to

government,” meaning that he cannot say anything
even remotely political.

Akihito stopped short of saying outright that he wanted
to abdicate, which could be interpreted as interfering
in politics.

"When I consider that my fitness
level is gradually declining, |
am worried that it may become
difficult for me to carry out my
duties as the symbol of the state
with my whole being, as | have
done until now," he said.

Akihito took the throne after
the death in 1989 of his father,
Hirohito, in whose name Japan
fought World War Two. He has
sought to soothe the wounds of the
war in Asia during trips overseas
and tried to bring the monarchy
closer to the people.

Akihito feels strongly that an emperor’s full
performance of his duties is integral to his constitutional
role, experts say.

Opinion polls show the vast majority of ordinary
Japanese sympathize with the emperor’s desire to
retire, but such a step would need changes to the law.

Akihito has been cutting back on official duties, with
his heir, 56-year-old Crown Prince Naruhito, taking his
place. There were limits to how far that could go, he
said on Monday.

In this Dec. 23, 2014 file photo, Japan's Emperor Akihito,
third from left, accompanied by his wife Empress Michiko,
fourth from right, and their family members, wave to well-
wishers as they appear on the balcony of the Imperial
Palace to mark the emperor's 81th birthday in Tokyo. From
left to right are: Crown Princess Masako, Crown Prince
Naruhito, Akihito, Michiko, Prince Akishino, Princess Kiko
and Princess Mako. (AP Photo/File)

LEGAL CHANGES
The emperor also seemed to cast doubt on whether it

Japanese Emperor Aklhlto (R),
accompanied by His Wife, Empress
Michiko.

was appropriate to use an existing system that would
allow Naruhito to take over as regent if his father were
incapacitated.
"Even in such cases (of a regency), however, it does
not change the fact that the emperor continues to be
5 emperor until the end of his life,
w even though he is unable to fully
~ carry out his duties as the emperor,”
‘\'Q* Akihito said.
| Prime Minister Shinzo Abe told
reporters that, in view of the
- emperor's age and the burden of his
official duties, it was necessary to
consider what steps could be taken.
The idea of abdication has sparked
opposition from Abe’s conservative
base, which worries debate of the
imperial family’s future could widen
to the topic of letting women inherit
and pass on the throne, anathema to traditionalists.
Naruhito's only child is a daughter. Only males can
inherit the Chrysanthemum Throne, which after
Naruhito would
pass to his
brother, Prince
Akishino and
then to nine-
year-old nephew
Hisahito.
Other
conservatives
worry devoting
political energy to discussing abdication could
sidetrack Abe’s push to revise the U.S.-drafted pacifist
constitution, which many conservatives see as a
symbol of Japan’s humiliating defeat in World War
Two.
With Akihito apparently rejecting a regency, the only
options would appear to be revising the Imperial
Household Law or enacting a special law allowing
him to abdicate, said Naotaka Kimizuka, an expert in
monarchies at Kanto Gakuin University.
They will either revise the law without touching on
(female) succession, or pass a special law," he said,
adding steps could be taken next year. (Courtesy www.
reuters.com/article/us-japan-emperor-message)

2016 Rio Olympics: Team China And Team Russia
Lead Gymnastics Event Despite Apparent Struggles

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

China's Artistic Gymnastics Women's team pose during
the 2016 Rio Olympics. (Photo : Getty Images)

The Chinese gymnastics team takes the lead in the
gymnastics qualifiers together with the Russian
delegates, both of which encountered numerous
difficulties during the event.

According to NBC Olympics, China's Shang Chunsong
encountered a couple of hiccups during her turn in the
vault where she scored an all-around total of 56 532.
"It's a pity that | failed to perform ‘
better in the balance beam. I really
want to reach the final of the event,
because | think | have great ability |53
in this apparatus,” 20-year-old § _'
Shang told the Chinese state-run
Xinhua News Agency.

Joining her in the Chinese team are

rookies Wang Yan who also made China's Cheng Fel Yang Yilin, L| Shanshan,
He Kexin, Jiang Yuyuan and Deng Linlin(L ill and weak for the past three

to R) celebrate their victory during the days which is why she was not

a mistake while landing the vault
while Mao Yi failed to perform her awarding ceremony

specialty perfectly when she fell women 's team final of Beijing 2008 Olympic

from the Middle Kingdom had been suffering from
illnesses prior to the opening of the 2016 Rio Olympics.
"The dlnlng hall in the athletes’ village is quite
freezing. Shang caught a cold
a few days ago and was having
a fever," the outlet quoted Mao
saying, referring to the Chinese
gymnast team captain's bout with
aflu.

Team China head coach Huang
Yubin confirmed this and
explained that Shang had been

for gymnastics artistic ape 1 complete routines on the

Games at National Indoor Stadium in apparatus.

off the floor.

Beijing, China, Aug.
In a separate report,

13, 2008. The Chinese The outlet further noted that

Xinhua team claimed the title of the event with a Shang refused to talk to them at
explained that the women gymnasts score of 188.900. (Xinhua/Ren Long)

the time because she looks a bit

sick and pale.
Despite this, coach
Huang and the
other members
of the team are
confident that
Shang would be
able to recover
in time for the
event and pull through, something that did happen on
Monday.

Meanwhile, Russia's gymnastics team also made it to
the top with Aliya Mustafina shaking off jitters and
performing in the best of her abilities during the games.
While the U.S. team led by three-time world champion
Simone Biles appears to be unstoppable, the gymnasts
of Team China and Team Russia are still confident that
they will be able to put on a show. (Courtesy en.yibada.
com/articles)

Discipline On The Uneven Bars
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