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John T. Robbins, Editor

China’s Straddling Bus Hits Wall Of Criticism And Doubt

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

China's Straddling Bus. (Photo/Xlnhua)

China’s futuristic straddling bus appears to have hit
a wall of criticism and doubt, with the latest reports
saying a “production centre” has not still not been built
a year before the invention is slated to come off the
assembly line.

The bus, which moves around on tracks which allow
vehicles to pass underneath, was previously touted
in China’s environmentally-friendly answer to the
world’s traffic problems.

But serious doubts have now been cast on whether
the design — which was classed as one of the fifty

best inventions by Time magazine in 2010 — will ever
become a reality.

A month after a ground-breaking ceremony was held
for a new production centre in Zhoukou, central China,
the site remains deserted as the project’s backers
are embroiled in a planning wrangle with the local
government, the Beijing Youth Daily said.

Online pictures showed the
site was a barren wasteland, | S
while reports said farmers |
reared their sheep nearby.
The bus was first unveiled
by Chinese inventor Song [ . .= 0 a0
Youzhou in 2010, but interest ~ The Straddling Bus
soared after h?s more recent ir?rzoﬁouuci'ooun_ (nggti/
design was displayed at an  Bgjjing Youth Daily)
exhibition in Beijing in May.

Initial reports said the company behind the invention,
Transit Elevated Bus (TEB) Technology Development,
expect to build more than 400,000 of the vehicles.

A total of 1,000 were planned to be assembled every
year at the company’s Zhekou base, the China Daily
said on Tuesday, citing a contract with local officials.
The project included an investment of 10 billion yuan
(81.5 billion), the contract added.

However, it had now been delayed, Du Guangxian, a
local official told the Beijing Youth Daily.

"The environmental impact assessment of the project
has not been approved yet, and many documents are
still waiting to be signed," he said.

The bus sparked global attention last Tuesday when
a test drive was made by a prototype model that had
been built in the eastern Jiangsu province.

However, it has since been [FiR

kept out of public view
under a giant 30-metre |
long steel structure, and
no pictures have been [
allowed, reports say.

The local government at The inside of the straddling
the test site in the northern ~ bus. (Xinhua via AP)
city of Qinghuangdao also

denied an announcement by the bus developers saying
they had agreed to allow further tests to be carried out
along a one kilometre track.

“The applauses generated from the road test photos
might be a bit too early,” the People’s Daily newspaper
said.

The bus project has also been heavily criticised by
the Global Times newspaper which claimed it had

been financed by a peer-to- [T ‘
peer financing project. Such | AS—————
schemes promise higher M -
interest rates but are riddled [ mmtiges
with fraud in China.

Web portal Sina News,
meanwhile, said the design ™ The straddling bus
was unfeasible, namely that prototype. (Photo/Xinhua)
it is too heavy and too large

for Chinese roads.

“Drivers will become nervous when driving beneath
the straddling bus,” it added. “This will increase the
chances of traffic accidents.”

But under fire inventor Song defended the bus.

“We haven’t done anything wrong at all. The latest
tests show that the bus design is entirely possible,” he
told Shanghai-based web portal Sixth Tone.

Many in China agree with Song, with one post on the
country’s Twitter-like Sina Weibo saying: “There are
always bumps in the roads for new inventions.”
Others however, disagree.

“Looks like I’ll be staying with my bike for a while
longer,” another online post said.(Courtesy http://
www.telegraph.co.uk/news)

Sun Proves Point With Blazing Win In 200 Freestyle

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese swimmer Sun Yang stands with the national flag after he was
awarded the gold medal for winning the men’s 200-meter freestyle final regl] pity 1 couldn’t defend my 400 title,”

at the Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games at the Olympic Aquatics Stadium
on Monday. The 24-year-old has been at the center of a media storm over
the past few days after being labeled a “drug cheat” by Australian

rival Mack Horton. — Xinhua

China's Sun Yang thundered to Olympic
gold in the men’s 200 meters freestyle on
Monday to banish his inner demons after a
stinging loss at the weekend.

1 The talismanic Chinese giant bounced back
from losing his 400 title to Australian Mack
Horton by reeling in fast-starting Chad le
Clos tobecome the first man to win three of
the five Olympic freestyle titles.

“I’ve won gold medals in the 400 and 1,500
meters and the only thing missing was the
200,” Sun said, refusing to gloat following
a war of words triggered by Horton’s
criticism of his doping record.

“Look, what I can say is that it was a
he added. “I admit I didn’t pay enough

attention to detail and I paid for it. I don’t
see this gold as revenge for the Horton stuff.

It’s a valuable lesson to learn as I try to win it back at
next year’s world championships.”

South African Le Clos went out in explosive fashion
and was still leading at the final turn before Sun
mowed him down over the final 50 meters to win in
one minute, 44.65 seconds.

It was Sun’s third Olympic gold __
medal after winning the 400 and
1,500 titles in London four years
ago.

Le Clos, who was to take on
Michael Phelps in yesterday’s 200 | S
butterfly final, took silver in 1:45.20 P
and American Conor Dwyer bronze ““
in 1:45.23.

Sun’s run-in with Horton sparked a diplomatic incident
after the Australian said: “I don’t have time for drug
cheats.”

The hulking Chinese, who has frequently courted
controversy since shooting to fame in London, secretly

served a three-month drugs suspension for testing
positive for the banned stimulant trimetazidine in
2014.
He claimed it was for a heart condition but Horton
stood by his comments after stripping Sun of his 400
__ title. That prompted Chinese media
to label Horton as immoral and his
nation as a former “offshore prison”.
“What’s past is past,” shrugged
Sun. “T just tried to be myself today
and block out all the distractions. It
-~ worked. I was more relaxed tonight.
= Even my family watching on TV
told me I looked nervous before the
400.
“I thought I showed more maturity tonight. People
can talk but what’s important is to focus on your own
swimming, to do your own thing. It feels amazing.”
(Courtesy www.shanghaidaily.com/sports/swimming)

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CENTER

Houston Texas

ITC PARTNERS
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213 National Black Business Alliance

215 Energy Resources Tools and Services
216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
217 Alief Community Association

218A Sinkroser Enterprise

218B MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
219 International Press Club

220 LPR Investments

221 Chinese Chamber of Commerce / Chennault Foundation
222 Houston International Trade Development Council
229/230 United Nations Association

231-233 Law Offices of James X Shu & Associates
235 Texas Int! Community Political Action Committee

Wl B E W R
Houstan, Chinese Alliance
WWw.hcaus.org
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The International Trade Center is regastered wath U.S.Intemal Revenue Service as  501C6 non-profit organtzation
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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Kelsey-Seybold Clinic Wants to be Your Doctors for Life

OB/GYN
Cantonese & Taiwanese
Clear Lake Clinic

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.

Family Medicine Pasadena Clinic
Mandarin
Meyerland Plaza Clinic
Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Jai-Yen Chi, M.D. Mandarin
Dermatology Spring Medical &
Mandarin & Taiwanese Diagnostic Center
Clear Lake Clinic

Pasadena Clinic

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Philip L. Ho, M.D. Cantonese
Urology Main Campus Clinic
Mandarin Kingwood Clinic
Clear Lake Clinic Meyerland Plaza Clinic
Main Campus Clinic

Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center

Alan Chang, M.D., Joyce Holz, M.D.
FA.C.O0.G. Gynecology
OB/GYN Mandarin
Mandarin & Cantonese Main Campus Clinic
Kingwood Clinic
The Woodlands OB/GYN
Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Aeneid Chen, M.D., Mandarin
FA.C.0.G. Meyerland Plaza Clinic
OB/GYN
Mandarin & Taiwanese
The Vintage Clinic Li-Min Hwang, M.D.

Meet Dr. Yee-Ru “Amy” Chen “BREZ N BB A

By RAIRER B
B R - & BRI R
B ~ R ABEER
gL "

~Yee-Ru Chen, D.O.

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin &

Taiwanese

Downtown at The Shops
4 Houston Center

Appointments: 713-442-0000

£ Yong Li, M.D. Huiqing Yang, M.D.
3 Family Medicine Physical Medicine and
Mandarin Rehabilitation/Spine
Pearland Clinic ! Cantonese
Main Campus Spine Center
Pearland Clinic
John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese & Mandarin Beth Yip, M.D.
Fort Bend Medical & Pediatrics

Cantonese & Mandarin
Pearland Clinic

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery Chen Xie, M.D.

Mandarin Ear, Nose and Throat

Fort Bend Medical & Mandarin
Diagnostic Center Main Campus Clinic

Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic

Kelsey-Seybold accepts more than 50 health insurance plans including
BlueCross/Blue Shield of Texas, Cigna and UnitedHealthcare.

Your Doctors for Life

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com
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motives?

some details.
Who Conducted the Arbitration?

Philippines.

the media led us to believe?

These questions led me to look into the bigger issues concerning our foreign
policy. Before we delve into that, let's first examine the Arbitral Tribunal matter in

The case as reported by the media goes like this:

The Philippines submitted its case to an "international court" about the
disputed islands against China in the South China Sea in 2013. This "court" went
through the process of selecting judges, etc., and finally disclosed its final award
on July 12, 2016. The contents of the award are completely in favor of the

In order to understand the case, at least in a cursory manner, one must know
what this "international court" is. Is this so-called international court the UN
International Court of Justice, or at least part of or directly related to it, as many in

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is a division of the United Nations
that settles the legal disputes submitted by the UN member nations. It is located in
the Peace Palace in The Hague. In the same building there is also another
organization called Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA). The relationship among
these two organizations and the Arbitral Tribunal which handled the South China
Sea Arbitration case is described unambiguously on the official website of ICJ:
(http://www.icj-cij.orgrhomepage/index.php)

"The International Court of Justice (ICJ) wishes to draw the attention of the
media and the public to the fact that the Award in the South China Sea Arbitration

Foreign Policy Thoughts Inspired by The Arbitral Tribunal on The South China Sea Case

Lately there has been a lot of media coverage on the arbitration case initiated
by the Philippines against China for disputes in the Spratly Islands in the South
China Sea. In addition, the military maneuvers by the U.S. and China in that area
have been intensified. Threats and counter threats were traded between these two
great powers. The U.S. dispatched two aircraft carrier groups consisting of ten U.S.
naval ships to the area prior to July 12, 2016, the date of the announcement of the
final award by the Arbitral Tribunal. China conducted a series of military exercises
in the northwestern part of the South China Sea between July 5th and July 11th
right before the ruling by the Arbitral Tribunal was made. Incidents could result
from any small mistakes in actions or miscalculations by either side of these
military maneuvers. Fortunately these things did not happen. As the US is not one
of the claimants in the dispute and had declined to ratify UNCLOS (the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea), one can't help but wonder why the
Obama administration is so eager to get involved in the South China Sea, more so
than the claiming party, in this case, the Philippines? Do we have other unspoken

Paul Tung

(The Republic of the Philippines v. The People's Republic of China) was issued
by an Arbitral Tribunal acting with the secretarial assistance of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration (PCA). The relevant information can be found on the
PCA's website (www.pca-cpa.org). The ICJ, which is a totally distinct
institution, has had no involvement in the above mentioned case and, for that
reason, there is no information about it on the ICJ's website."

The secretarial assistance from PCA mentioned in the statement above is
described on the PCA website:

“In July 2013, the Tribunal in the South China Sea Arbitration appointed
the PCA to serve as Registry for the proceedings. The Tribunal's Rules of
Procedure provide that the PCA shall 'maintain an archive of the arbitral
proceedings and provide appropriate registry services as directed by the
Arbitral Tribunal." Such services include assisting with the identification and
appointment of experts; publishing information about the arbitration and
issuing press releases; organizing the hearings at the Peace Palace in The
Hague; and the financial management of the case, which involves holding a
deposit for expenses in the arbitration, such as to pay arbitrator fees, experts,
technical support, court reporters etc. The Registry also serves as the channel of
communications amongst the Parties and the Tribunal and observer States.”
(https://pca-cpa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/175/2016/07/PH-CN-20160712-

overseas.

The expenses of the arbitration including the arbitrators' remuneration
as reported by the Wall Street Journal were covered completely by the
Philippines, as China refused to participate in the proceeding.

(http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2016/07/13/beijing-lashes-out-at-south-
china-sea-tribunal-and-the-people-on-it/)

The Western Media and the US Role

When the US and some other Western media outlets such as CNN,
New York Times, BBC News and The National Interest reported the news
relating to this case, they always phrased their reports in such a way to
mislead the readers to think that the judgment or award was from the ICJ in
The Hague, or PCA in The Hague. The fact is they were from this ad hoc
Arbitral Tribunal, not from ICJ or PCA. What are the objectives of these
misleading reports? It looks that they all try to make the "ruling" more
authoritative than it actual is.

The misleading news reporting on the arbitration and the tremendous
efforts on the part of US taking side with the Philippines against China led
me to wonder what is the real story behind this case? Is it merely for a few
small islands in the South China Sea or are there bigger issues involved?

In my view, all these maneuvers stem from the Obama administration's
"pivot to Asia" and the "rebalancing Asia" strategy. Many people argue for
that policy emphasizing the importance of the US presence in the South
China Sea to maintain "freedom of navigation" and to prevent the
dominance of China in that region. But as a concerned U.S. citizen, | want
to ask our government this question, at what price are we willing to pay for
sending our troops to that part of the world (the cost of operating the two
carrier groups in South China Sea is roughly $10 million per day). Why our

Press-Release-No-11-English.pdf)
From these two statements, we can draw the following conclusions:

1) The ruling did not come from the ICJ but from the Arbitral Tribunal with the
secretarial assistance from PCA. Neither organization is associated with the
ICJ and they are not part of UN institutions.

2) PCA is not a court but an administrative organization for arbitral tribunals.

How Was the Arbitral Tribunal Formed and Who Foot the Bill?

When the Philippines submitted the original dispute for arbitration in
2013, five arbitrators were chosen for the Arbitral Tribunal. Out of the five, one
was recommended by the Philippines and the other four was chosen by the then
president of the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea (ITLOS),
Hamburg, Germany, Judge Shunji Yanai of Japan. The fairness of the panel has
been called into question as none of the five judges — one African and four
Europeans, have in-depth knowledge of the South China Sea and Judge Yanai
was once Japanese Prime Minister Abe's advisor on his plan to amend the
Japanese Peace Constitution to allow Japan to embark on military actions

foreign policy is always geared towards maintaining the US military
dominance all over the world? Instead of going into wars with other
nations, why can't we cooperate with them to share the limited world
resources and build a more peaceful world? I fear the huge presence of the
US military in the South China Sea might create disasters in Asia similar to
what happened in the Middle East and Central Asia since 9/11. What do we
ordinary Americans, asides from the military-industrial complex, have to
gain from such adventures? Do we want to create more terrorists coming to
this country in the coming years? The money we save from not provoking
unnecessary wars can be put to better use back home, such as modernizing
our outdated and dilapidating infrastructures.

The time has come for us to redirect our foreign policy towards true
multilateralism where we work with other nations without resort to
coercion and dominance. This is the only way we can regain the moral high
ground in the eyes of the people in the world.
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