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John T. Robbins, Editor

201z RUssian President Vliadimir Putin Tops
20 China’s Guest List For G20 Summit

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Rewew Editor

CHINA

President Xi Jinping (left) is welcomed by Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin at the opening ceremony
of "The Year of Chinese Tourism in Russia”™ in Moscow in
March 2013. Photo: AFP

[Editor's Note: The 2016 G20 Hangzhou summit
will be the eleventh G20 meeting. It is planned
to be held on 4-5 September 2016 in the city of
Hangzhou, Zhejiang. It is also the first ever G20
summit to be hosted in China and the second
international summit after Xi Jinping succeeded
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of
China (China's paramount leader) in 2012.]
When Russia and China celebrated the 70th
anniversary of the end of the second world war with
grand military parades in Moscow and Beijing last
year, Russian President Vladimir Putin and President
Xi Jinping stood shoulder to shoulder, front and centre,
on the reviewing stands.

Those images have prompted many to speculate that
Putin will again feature prominently alongside Xi
when China hosts Group of 20 leaders at the G20
summit in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, next month.
A senior Chinese diplomat made no secret China’s
intentions this month, telling media that Putin would be
guest No 1 at the annual gathering of leaders from the
world’s most influential nations and largest economies.
It will be a marked contrast to the reception Putin
received at the 2014 G20 summit in Brisbane,
Australia, which he left early after coming under
concerted Western fire over the Ukraine crisis. Putin
left those talks before the final communique was
issued, saying he needed to get some sleep.

Others who will be attending this year’s most important
gathering of global leaders include US President
Barack Obama, British Prime Minister Theresa May,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President
Francois Hollande and Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

Xi and Putin have met more than a dozen times in
recent years and appear to have developed a personal
friendship as they have exchanged views on various
global issues. Many observers have noted signs of a
budding “bromance” between the two leaders, which
has helped push the state-to-state relationship to new
heights.

“Chinese protocol
will treat Putin well
in terms of a spot
for the group photo
of G20 leaders,”

. said Alexander
Gabueyv, a senior
associate and chair

President Xi Jinping and Russian of the Russia in
President Vladimir Putin shake  the Asia-Pacific
hands ahead of the BRICS summit programme at the

in Ufa, Russia, in July last year. .
Photo: AFP Carnegie Moscow

Centre.
Some observers have likened the improvement in
Sino-Russian ties as a result of the two leaders’
friendship to the turnaround in the Sino-US
relationship following then US president Richard
Nixon’s historic trip to China in 1972, when a de
facto Sino-US alliance was formed to check an
expansionist Soviet Union. They also say it has once
again raised the prospect of the formation of a new
alliance to challenge the domination of global affairs
by the US-led West.
The fact that no leaders from the other major wartime
allies — the US, Britain and France — attended the two
parades last year suggests the world is increasingly
becoming divided into two major camps, with China
and Russia on one side, and the US-led West on the
other.
While that remains a subject of debate, most observers
agree that China and Russia have now found more
reasons than before to forge ahead with cooperation in
the pursuit of common interests. They expect Xi will
use his position as host of the G20 summit to showcase
Sino-Russian friendship as a shining example of good
diplomacy, while also boosting the two countries’
status on the global stage.
“With China ¢
being the host
this year, efforts
will be made to
show that Putin
is an active player
and that he is not =
isolated,” Gabuev =54
Said;, BONITASHNE ° Russian President Viadimir Putin -.
that to last year’s greets president Xi Jinping during the
G20 summit in welcoming ceremony at the BRICS
Antalya, Turkey, Summit in Ufa, Russia, in July last

. " year. Photo: Reuters
where he said

Putin was also marginalised.

Diplomats will be focused on the interaction between
Xi and Putin at the summit, looking for any clues on
the development of one of the world’s most important
bilateral relationships.

Wang Xianju, deputy director of the Renmin
University-St Petersburg State University Research
Centre, said developments since Putin’s visit to China
in June would only increase the level of interest.
Chief among them is the escalation of tension in the
South China Sea following the Permanent Court of
Arbitration’s landmark ruling in The Hague on July
12 that denied China’s claim to sovereignty over most
of the South China Sea. Another recent development
of note 1s cooling of the relationship between China
and South Korea following Seoul’s decision to allow
the US to deploy its Terminal High-Altitude Area
Defence (THAAD) anti-missile system in South
Korea in response to North Korea’s ambitious nuclear
programme. Relations between China and Japan have
also deteriorated due to increasing confrontation over
a territorial dispute in the East China Sea.

Wang said those issues would be high on the agenda in
talks between Xi and Putin at the G20 summit.

A series a geopolitical changes have contributed to
the improvement in Sino-Russian ties, with escalating
tension between China and US over the regional
security implications of Obama’s “pivot to Asia”

at centre stage. Another key factor has been rising

tension between B
Russia and

the US-led
West after
Washington and
the European
Union,
headquartered
in Brussels,

President Xi Jinping and Russian

unposed counterpart Vladimir Putin review the
sanctions honour guard during a welcoming
on Russia in ceremony in Beijing in June.

response to Photo: EPA

its annexation of Crimea and the crisis in eastern
Ukraine.

The Sino-Russian relationship has officially been
upgraded three times since the collapse of the Soviet
Union in late 1991, an event which brought a de facto
US-China alliance to an end.

In 1992, the two countries declared they were
pursuing a “constructive partnership”. In 1996,
they promoted their relationship to the status of a
“strategic partnership”. And in 2001, they agreed to
a “comprehensive partnership” by signing a Treaty of
Good-Neighbourliness and Friendly Cooperation.

But the relationship only really began to flower after
Xi became Communist Party general secretary in late
2012. In the first overseas trip of his presidency, in
March 2013, just over a week after he became China’s
head of state, Xi and Putin agreed in Moscow to
forge “a special relationship” with increased security,
economic, diplomatic and military cooperation.
However, most analysts view the relationship as being
founded on realpolitik rather than a real strategic and
political alliance similar to the one established shortly
after the founding of communist China in 1949.
Russia needed China’s market and capital, especially
as Western sanctions over Ukraine bite, while Beijing
saw Moscow as a source of diplomatic support and
vital energy resources.

Benjamin Herscovitch, a senior analyst at Wikistrat,
a geostrategic analysis and business consultancy
headquartered in the US, said the burgeoning Sino-
Russian relationship was “a product of a marriage of
convenience rather than genuine romance”.

“Beijing and Moscow are increasingly diplomatically
and economically close because of the imperatives of
realpolitik,” he said.

“I don’t think there’s going to be a demonstration of
some special axis between Russia and China,” Gabuev
said. “The two countries are not likely to become
allies.”

Sino-Russian Relations Historical Timeline
1949 — The Soviet Union recognises the People’s
Republic of China
1950 — Chinese leader Mao Zedong signs a Treaty of
Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance with the
Soviet Union in Moscow
1954 — Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev visits
China and offers to return Port Arthur, now Dalian’s
Lushunkou district
1960 — Mao and Khrushchev quarrel and insult each
other at the Romanian Communist Party Congress.
Khrushchev withdraws Soviet technical experts from
China
1962 — The Soviet Union offends Mao by maintaining
relations with India and not supporting China in the

Sino-Indian war
1964 — China
builds an
atomic bomb.
The Chinese
and Soviet
communist .

parties sever ties  Nikita Khrushchev, USSR premier (L),
1969 — Border and Mao Zedong, president of the
EH e EReAlatE People’s Republic of China

into small-scale warfare. The two countries restore
minimal diplomatic dialogue with border-demarcation
talks

1970 — Mao turns to the US for backup against the
Soviets

1976 —Mao dies and Deng Xiaoping emerges as the de
facto leader of China

1979 — China enters alliance with Pakistan and the US
to end the Soviet war in Afghanistan

1982 — Sino-Soviet relations resume at vice-ministerial
level

1985 — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev attempts
to mend relations with China but fails because the
matter of the Soviet presence in Afghanistan remains
unresolved

1989 — Gorbachev visits China and relations between
the two countries are normalised

1991 — President Jiang Zemin visits Moscow

The Soviet Union is dissolved and a memo is
signed to ensure that Russia inherits its diplomatic
relations with China

1992 — Russian President Boris Yeltsin makes his first
official visit to China

1994 — Russia and China sign a series of agreements,
including one stating that they will not target each
other with nuclear weapons

1995 — Jiang attends 50th anniversary celebration of
allies’ second world war victory in Moscow

2001 — The Sino-Russian Treaty of Good-
Neighbourliness and Friendly Cooperation is signed
2004 — Russia and China finalise the protocol for
border demarcation. Russia’s Gazprom and China’s
CNPC 51gn partnership agreement

2005 - First  joint
Sino-Russian  military
exercises

2006 — Russian President
Vladimir  Putin  visits
China and the two
countries sign agreement
to extend energy
cooperation
2008 — Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev visits
China
2009 — The two countries
Russian President Boris ~ 4PPIOVE . a 1'eg10.11al
Yeltsin on his first official ~ cooperation project
visit to China between Northeast China
and Russia’s Far East
2013 — President Xi Jinping makes Russia first stop of
maiden overseas tour as Chinese head of state
2014 — A historic US$400 billion contract is signed
between Gazprom and CNPC in the presence of Putin
and Xi in Beijing
2016 — Putin visits China and USS$50 billion worth of
Sino-Russian business initiatives are approved

Internet Giant Makes Big Investment In US Lidar Sensor Maker

Baidu Gears Up Driverless Technology

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Baidu Inc has added fuel to its effort to put driverless
cars into mass production within five years with its
multimillion dollar investment on Tuesday in a major
US producer of lidar sensors, a key technology that
helps the cars "see" their surrounding environment by
using light to measure distance.

California-based Velodyne LiDAR Inc, which provides
sensor technology that can help driverless cars,
announced that it had completed a combined $150
million investment from Ford Motor Co and Baidu.
Beijing-based Baidu did not disclose the size of its
investment. But Ford, which announced on Tuesday
its plan to produce fully autonomous vehicles for ride-
hailing services by 2021, said it invested $75 million in
the lidar sensor company.

Velodyne, which was founded in 1983, said in a
statement that the investment will help the company
expand production and make sensors more atfordable
for the mass deployment of fully autonomous vehicles.
"We want the cost to be low enough to be used for
all cars. We envision a safer world for the millions of
automotive drivers across the globe," said Marta Hall,
Velodyne's president of business development.

Wang Jin, senior vice-president and general

manager of autonomous driving unit of Baidu, said
the investment will accelerate Baidu's efforts in
autonomous driving.

"Baidu is developing autonomous vehicles in order to
increase passenger safety and reduce tratfic congestion
and pollution in China," he said in the statement.

The investment to gear up expansion in autonomous
driving comes at a time when Baidu's traditional

search business has been weakened by the tighter

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CENTER )

Houston Texas

ITC PARTNERS

controls over internet advertisements, and it 1s looking
at driverless vehicles to become a new engine to spur
the company's growth.

An industry observer said that the investment is
expected to help Baidu achieve its ambitious goal of
getting driverless cars on the road within three years,
and putting these cars into mass production within five
years.

Zeng Zhiling, managing director of LMC Automotive

Consulting Co Ltd, said that the investment is the

right way
forward for
Baidu to
expand its
business.
(Courtesy
en.people.
cn/business/
n3/2016)

Baidu Autonomous Vehicle Finishes
Driverless Testing
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How to complete a channel scan on your
Digital TV to add Channel 15.3

I :
Please note: All TV manufacturers differ, so menu options, wording and other items may vary. The best géw%ﬁgéggc, ;:E%;%Z)ﬁ.'&%ﬁﬁ PRLER BER BEBR - WK X2

way to complete the channel scan is to refer to the TV owner's manual. If that is unavailable, the follow- ECD
ing general steps should guide you through the process. -

; E bW S ENTEENGERSAEES 860 28 80 SHEE
Diorfi7k |8 - ZERFREMAES  AUINEE  HRENESS  SAn BERER > fus .

1.Using your television's remote control, press the Menu or Settings option.MNote: a "Smart TV" may have a smart =
button that must be used to access the settings menu. It will generally have the manufacturer's logo on it. ﬁman i S EZippoiT: kg » LIFEN » B+Hix— - ERIBLTEIIS10
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7

8.Check the menu for an option of Antenna Type or Connection Type followed by either Antenna or Cable.
4.Make sure that the designated setting is Cable (l_)ersed on manufacturer, alternate choices may include Digital
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“Ask me about the
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local Hartford independent agent!
Call Today for your FREE, REHE - MoEFEER
no-obligation quote: BISIRE -

713-777-6000
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Jason Yeo

Allrisc Insurance Agency

6918 Corporate Drive Unit B1
Houston, TX 77036
jason@allrisc.com

The: AARP Automobile Insurance Progeam from The Hartlord is undenaritten by Harttord Fire Insurance Company and its atfilates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartiord CT 06155, CA licensa number 5152, In Washigton, the Program i undanwntian by
Trureibull Irestrance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents of brokers. RARP and its affilistes are not insurers. Pakd endorsement. The Hartfoed pays rovalty fees o AARP for he use of its imtelleciual property, These foes are used for
I eneral purposes of AARR AMRP membership i reguined for Program eligibiity in meost stales, Applcants are individually undenwitian and some may nol qualily. Specific leatures, credits, and descounts may vary and may nat be avaitable in
all stales in accordance with state flings and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a poficy directly from The Hartford. Your price, howeves, coukd vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independsnt agent
* In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially respansible
for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.
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Jasmine Peng, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics
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