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Zephany Nurse baby-snatcher jailed in
South Africa
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A South African court has jailed a woman for 10 years for kidnapping a baby
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John T. Robbins, Editor

Fate Of The Chinese-Invested $3.6 Billion Myitsone Dam Project Is Major Issue

China's Xi Says Wants To Ensure
‘Correct Direction’ Of Myanmar Ties

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbms News&Review Editor

Myanmar State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi (L) and
Chinese Premier Xi Jinping (R) wait for Myanmar delegates
to arrive for a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse
in Beijing, China, August 19, 2016.
(Photo/REUTERS/Rolex)

Chinese President Xi Jinping told Myanmar leader
Aung San Suu Kyi last Friday that China wants to
ensure relations develop in the "correct direction”, as
Myanmar activists wrote to Xi saying they want China

to address concern about a stalled dam project.

China has been on a diplomatic offensive since Suu
Kyi's government came to power in
April, aiming to forge good ties with §
its resource-rich neighbor.

"The people in Myanmar stand at
a new starting point for a splendid 8%
future of the country," Xi told Suu s
Kyi.
"We should adhere to the correct
direction, to push for new progress in

o e s
The Chinese-invested $3.6 billion
Myitsone dam project.

bilateral relations and to bring tangible benefits to the
two peoples.”

He made no mention of the Chinese-invested $3.6
billion Myitsone dam project in comments in front of
reporters.

Former Myanmar President Thein Sein angered China
in 2011 when he suspended work on the hydro-power
dam, at the confluence of two northern rivers in the
Ayeyarwady river basin, after it drew widespread
protests on environmental grounds.

China has been pushing for work to restart on the dam,
which under the original plans would have sent 90
percent of its power to China.

A Myanmar commission reviewing the project, and
other proposed hydro-power dams, is expected to
report by Nov. 11.

Chinese state radio paraphrased Suu Kyi as saying
the commission would try to find the "best resolution"
for the dam issue, though she said she had no way of
knowing what that was.

In Myanmar's largest city of Yangon, a group of 60
civil society groups on Thursday sent a letter to Xi via
China's embassy saying they hoped
China was giving proper thought to
their concerns.

"We believe the People's Republic
of China will take into serious
consideration the fact that the opinion
of Myanmar's people has never
been sought extensively enough
since the Myitsone project was first
conceived," the groups said in their
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letter.

Thwin Linn Aung of Genuine People's Servants, one
of the organizers of the letter, told Reuters they had
sent i1t to show support for Suu Kyi and ask China "not
to apply pressure on her".

Finding a solution to the Myitsone project is important
for Suu Kyi who needs China's cooperation in talks
with Myanmar ethnic minority armed groups operating
along the border with China.

Suu Kyi said Myanmar would work hard with China
on border stability and not allow anything to happen
which could affect "friendly relations" with its
neighbors, Chinese state television said.

Xi said China would continue to play a "constructive
role" in promoting Myanmar's peace process, the
report added. (Courtesy www.reuters.com/article/us-
china-myanmar-id)

Related
China, Myanmar Vow Closer Ties After Suu
Kyi Visits Beijing
BEIJING - China and Myanmar have pledged to forge
closer ties as "blood brothers" following Myanmar
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's visit to Beijing, her first

diplomatic trip since taking power in March.
The

neighboring

countries

said in

a joint

statement

they would

strengthen i

trade and Myanmar's State Counselor Aung San Suu

COOperation !(yi_hold a talk with Chi_nese President Xi
) Jinping, at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse

On 1ssues in Beijing, China, Friday, Aug. 19, 2016.

along the (Rolex Dela Pena/Pool Photo via AP) (The

border, Associated Press)

where fighting between Myanmar government forces
and rebels have occasionally spilled over. There was
no mention of progress, however, on a stalled $3.6
billion dam project in northern Myanmar primarily
funded by Chinese energy interests, which was a key
concern during the visit.

China has been on a diplomatic charm offensive in
the past year toward its fast-growing neighbor, while
Myanmar under Suu Kyi has shown willingness to
embrace its top trading partner and major investor.
(Courtesy www.foxnews.com/world/2016/08/20/
china-myanmar)

Overfishing In The South China Sea — Recent Study

The Disastrous Impact Of Overfishing
In The South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

While alarm bells are ringing over the potential the
South China Sea dispute has to explode into violent
conflict, casualties are already occurring. Due to the
disputed status of the region, little can be done to
enforce fishing practices and disputing countries are
competing with each other leading to overfishing.

A recent study shows that in the cases of some species,
population’s are down to five percent of what they
were in the 1950s. With human populations rising and
the need to supply food, overfishing will continue,
even more so in an environment lacking cooperation
between countries.

This past week, a study was released by the Fisheries
Economics Research Unit of the University of
British Columbia. At a press conference in Hong
Kong, Rashid Sumaila, director of the program said
simply “The South China Sea is...under threat from
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various sources. We need to do
something.” He added “There |
are lots of peoples bordering
the South China Sea...when
you don’t cooperate, everybody
races for the fish because the
thinking is if you don’t catch
the fish, someone else [from
another country] will catch it.”
Some species have seen
tremendous declines in recent
years. Coral groupers and
Napoleon wrasse in the past
eight years alone have seen 80
percent population declines.
Sumaila said “The most scary
thing is the level of decline
__we have seen
| over the years.
g  Some  species
o [are facing]
" technically extinction or depletion.”
According to the report, if no action is
|~ taken, in three decades shrimp will be
" more than three times as expensive,
- tuna and mackerel will be nearly six
times, and grouper will be almost nine
. times, as expensive. These numbers will
have severe economic consequences if
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nothing is done as fish protein
comprises more than 22
percent of the average Asian

diet. If such fishing continues
Critical ly anca ngarad

ﬁ\v unabated, not only will prices
ﬁ e rise of food that is essential for
= the region, but the livelihoods

Chinese Finless L
sturgeon  porpose of tens of millions of people
it involved in the industry

whether it be the actual fishing
“~ i

or the processing of caught
Baiji daphin ggé'c‘ﬁ;ﬁ h seafood, are at risk of finding
p themselves without work.
80% 19 Analysis

l Y In South East Asia, fish 1s

a vital component of local

diets. In addition, it is also an
important source of money
in terms of seafood exports.
Vietnam and China are among
the world’s top five largest
shrimp producers while the South China Sea is a
major source of yellowfin tuna. In the region over 30
million people are involved in the fishing industry.
The importance of the industry to local and national
economies cannot be understated.
Because of this importance that fishing has in the
region, both economically and as a vital source of
sustenance, overfishing for the South China Sea
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varieties of Asiancarp in
the Yangtze River
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should not be
viewed as some
minor ancillary
problem of

the principle
dispute over
sovereignty.
Instead it should
be seen and
regarded as a
major problem that needs to be rectified as soon as
possible. The destruction of fisheries in the South
China Sea negatively impacts each disputing country
and the impact of it is already being felt regionally.
Unfortunately, attempts to rectify the situation by
placing quotas on fishing and delineating maritime
boundaries will require disputing countries to come
together to the table and compromise, something which
so far has failed to occur in any meaningful way. Any
attempts at delineating maritime boundaries for fishing
will automatically translate into attempts at delineating
sovereign territory. Furthermore, the establishment of
fishing quotas would be meaningless win the absence
of objective enforcement which does not seem likely.
While the prospect of armed conflict garners the most
attention over the South China Sea, the threat and
effects of overfishing are real, and it has already taken
its toll and will continue to.

(Courtesy www.valuewalk.com)
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