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John T. Robbins, Editor

The Patient Had Travelled To The Caribbean, Where She Was Bitten By Mosquitoes

Hong Kong On Alert After First Case
Of Zika Virus Infection Confirmed

Hong Kong health authorities have confirmed the city’s
first Zika virus infection. (Photo: AFP)

Hong Kong health authorities are investigating the
city’s first case of Zika virus infection — an expatriate

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&ReVIewEdltor

“We will report the case to the World Health
Organisation and continue to maintain close liaison
with the WHO as well as overseas, neighbouring health
authorities to closely monitor the latest developments,”
Centre for Health Protection controller Dr Leung Ting-
hung said.

The centre urged the public to adopt strict anti-
mosquito measures and practise safe sex during travel.
It warned pregnant women not to travel to affected
areas.

The mosquito-borne virus causes a serious birth defect
called microcephaly, manifesting in an underdeveloped
brain and small head. Those infected display flu-like
symptoms such as mild fever, rash, joint pain and red

eyes.
The Food and
Environmental
Hygiene
Department said
last night it would
conduct an anti-
mosquito operation in Tseung Kwan O, Central,
Clear Water Bay and other areas the patient had
visited after her return.

Anti-mosquito measures will also be strengthened
from this month to October. The main target is Aedes
albopictus, a potential local medium of transmission
to humans. The species’ relative, Aedes aegypti,

woman who travelled to the Caribbean this
month.

The 38-year-old patient is currently in a stable
condition in an isolation ward at United Christian
Hospital in Kwun Tong. It was understood she
had refused to cooperate with the Department of
Health at first, and police had to be called in to
help.

The woman, who lives in Lohas Park in Tseung
Kwan O and works at the International Finance
Centre in Central, had a good health record, but
developed symptoms such as joint pains and red
eyes since last Saturday.

She sought help at Matilda Medical Centre
in Central on Tuesday, but did not require
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Travel warnings grow over Zika virus
The Zika virus, which may be linked lo brain damage in thousands of
babies, is prompting governments 1o issue travel warnings to pregnant

women lor countries where the tropical fever has been delected
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which is not found locally, has been considered
the most important vector for transmission.

The virus has also been found in human semen
and transmission by sexual contact has been
confirmed.

Since the outbreak of Zika in 2015, more than 50
countries have reported transmission of the virus.
Four Southeast Asian countries close to Hong
Kong — Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines
and Vietnam — have also had signs of possible
endemic transmission.

China has so far recorded 22 imported Zika
cases, with seven of them passing through Hong
~ | Kong while returning from South America to the
mainland.

admission. Her blood and urine samples tested

the Department of Health’s Centre for Health
Protection was informed.

“Matilda Medical Centre has strict infection
control measures,” a statement from the centre
said. “We have also stepped up measures on
mosquito control in all facilities. Education
on prevention of the Zika virus will also be
reinforced to our patients, staff and visitors.”
The woman had travelled to the Caribbean island
of Saint-Barthelemy from August 6 to August
20, during which she was bitten by mosquitoes,
before returning to Hong Kong on August 22.
Three family members she travelled with
showed no symptoms.

Quatemala
positive for the virus on Thursday night and _I
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The World Health Organisation declared Zika a
public health emergency in February, when the
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hong-kong/health-environment/article)
Related
Hong Kong urged to tighten Zika
controls after six ‘silent carriers’ are
found in Guangdong
| Sars expert stresses importance of detecting
patients early at the border and in hospitals and
placing infected in quarantine
Hong Kong should enforce tight infectious
control measures against the Zika virus after a
survey over the border in Guangdong identified
“silent carriers” of the virus for the first time, a

ong Kong has confirmed its first case of Zika, putting the Asian
nancial center on high alert for any spread of the mosquito-borne
virus that has wreaked havoc in Latin America, the Caribbean and
beyond.At a media conference late on Thursday, Controller of the
Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health, Leung
Ting-hung, said relevant measures had been taken to prevent the
virus from spreading further.He said the government's priority was
controlling the mosquito population in Hong Kong.

leading authority said on Wednesday.

Six out of 350 Chinese who lived in Venezuela but
often travelled back home tested positive for the virus
even though none had displayed any symptoms of
sickness, said Professor Zhong Nanshan, director of
the China State Key Laboratory of Respiratory Disease
and a world expert on the Sars virus.

The mosquito-borne virus was found in the saliva,
urine, and sperm of the infected people, Zhong said.
“There are a lot of unknown fact015 behlnd the

virus,” Zhong,
who s also
director of the
National Clinical

Research Centre

for Respiratory

Disease, said. _

“We stilldonot  zhong Nanshan said the six Chinese
know whether who were infected with Zika displayed

the virus is no symptoms. (Photo/File)

infectious and whether these infected persons can
spread it around.

“It 1s really worth follow-up research on how the virus
develops and whether it can spread from person to
person.”

Commenting on the risk of a Zika outbreak in Hong
Kong, Zhong stressed the importance of the city
maintaining a high level of vigilance and adopting a
proactive strategy — such as detecting infected patients
early at the border and in hospitals, to quarantine them,
and to trace their close contacts.

According to the World Health Organisation, the Zika
virus is present in 52 countries, mostly in Africa. A
total of 21 cases have been reported by Chinese health
officials, 13 of them in Guangdong. Most patients had
a history of travelling to Venezuela. No case has been
reported in Hong Kong. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/
news/hong-kong/health-environment/article)

“Hong Kong

Food Wars”

Rivals Foodpanda And Deliveroo Play Down Threat

And Say Competition Will Spur Business In Rapidly Growing Market

UberEats Hungry For A Slice Of Hong Kong’s Food Delivery Pie

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbms News&Review Editor

Hong Kong's food delivery market is set to heat up
with fiercer competition as popular ride-hailing app
Uber pushes ahead with plans to launch “UberEats”.
Kenneth She, head of operations at Uber Hong Kong,
revealed earlier that the firm was eyeing a slice of the
HKS$2 billion market pie and looking to develop a new
app.
UberEats made its Asian debut in Singapore in May
after tapping the market in 14 other cities in the US,
Australia, Canada and France. In Singapore, UberEats
promises a delivery time of 35 minutes with a S$3
(HK$17) charge, which is waived for now to attract
more customers.
However, major market players foodpanda and
Deliveroo did not seem too worried about the potential
challenge, saying more competition would help spur
business growth.
Alexander Roth, managing director of foodpanda’s
local operations, said more market players would help
increase public awareness and patronage of online
food delivery services.
“This is a
relatively new
S concept in
+ Hong Kong,”
Roth told the
Post,  saying
¥ “more rivals
mean  more
opportunities”.
“With the entry of new players to the market, we can
take our education efforts a step further to demonstrate
how the trend of online food delivery 1s picking up and
getting more public attention,” he added.
Foodpanda launched in Hong Kong in 2014, offering
menus from more than 1,000 restaurant partners, with
about 400 delivery staff on hand. It reported more than
500 per cent growth in orders last year, and 450 per
cent so far this year.
Roth said downloads for the foodpanda app had
exceeded 450,000 and 70 per cent of transactions were
completed via the app. Despite the possible threat
of UberEats offering cut-rate prices, Roth said they
had a bigger vision for foodpanda, which provides
free deliveries and relies on commissions paid by
restaurants.
“We do not concentrate on competitors ... We do
our best to be a great partner to restaurants, not just
a delivery provider or transactional platform,” he
explained. “We are committed to really help them
mmprove their business, not just generating quick
additional revenue.”

Foodpanda Delivery Team

“More
competition can
help spur market

growth and
raise customer
awareness.”
--Brian Lo Ka-
chung, Deliveroo
Roth added that each
employee, including
himself, had to
take turns to make
deliveries.
Brian Lo Ka-chung,
Deliveroo Hong Kong’s general manager, agreed that
more competitors would spread the message about the
convenience of ordering restaurant food via an app.
“In the past,
Hongkongers didn’t
realise that they
could use an app
to make delivery
orders. More
competition can help
DEL I V ER 0 0 spur market growth
and raise customer awareness,” he said.
Deliveroo launched in November last year with
a delivery charge of HKS$20 for every order and
commissions paid by partner restaurants. Lo said
the firm had enjoyed 40 per cent

UberEATS is Coming. Thé firm haé started a recruitment drive for a
range of managers to debut its food delivery service in Hong Kong.

Development
Initiative has called
on Uber supporters
in the gambling
enclave to join the
protest in support

of Uber, which will
bid farewell to the
city on September

9, blaming heavy
penalties imposed on
| the company’s drivers
and the authorities’
reluctance to regulate

the car-sharing industry.

As of 5pm on Thursday, more than 430 people had
signed up for the protest while a social media page
urging support for Uber had attracted more than 11,500
likes and a signature campaign kicked off to gain more
public support.

In a letter to Macau lawmaker Au Kam-san, Uber
regional general manager for Asia Mike Brown said:
“We we write to you today [August 22] to advise you
of our intention to suspend our service in Macau. The
reason for this is the unwillingness of the government
to develop a common sense path to progressive ...
ridesharing regulations. The penalties imposed on
driver-partners have become far too costly, to the
extent it is no longer viable to operate.”

Macau police issue a fine to an Uber driver. '
(Photo/SCMP Pictures)

Brown said he had notified Macau Chief Executive Dr
Fernando Chui Sai-on about the decision on August
16. Chur’s office has not replied. Brown said more than
300 drivers had been fined 10 million patacas since
operations began in October.

“Moreover, riders are being detained at police stations
without any legal grounds, many who are tourists that
regularly use Uber in their home country. Meanwhile,
driver-partners are being harassed by police at their
homes.”

The US-based car hailing mobile phone app has been
popular in Macau, where taxis are in short supply.
Its operation in Macau has been deemed illegal by
the authorities, who have launched 379 prosecutions
related to Uber. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/news/
hong-kong/article/2008753)

monthly business growth since
the second quarter this year.
(Courtesy www.scmp.com/news/
hong-kong/economy/article/)
Related
Protest Planned In
Macau To Support Uber
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After Car-Hailing Firm Quits
Under Pressure
Company executive says
more than 300 drivers
have been fined 10 million
patacas since they started
to operate in October
Hundreds of supporters of car-
hailing service Uber in Macau
have vowed to take to the street
on September 4 to protest at the
government’s crackdown on the
operator, which has decided to

quit.
The Macao Community
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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