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John T. Robbins, Editor

Saudi Arabia Signs Initial Deals

Saudi Arabia's Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman (L) is welcomed upon arrival in Beijing, China
August 29, 2016. (Photo Courtesy of Saudi Royal Court/
Handout via REUTERS)

Saudi Arabia signed 15 preliminary agreements with
China on Tuesday in sectors from energy to housing on
a trip headed by Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman aimed at bolstering relations with a top energy
customer and trade partner.

The visit is part of a broad reform drive championed
by the powerful prince to cut the kingdom's reliance
on oil exports and showcase Saudi Arabia as a dynamic
nation with diverse opportunities for global investors.
Prince Mohammed met China's vice premier Zhang
Gaoli on Tuesday, state news agency SPA reported.
"During the meeting, the strategic relationships and
future opportunities to enhance the existing partnership
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and China were
reviewed," SPA said.

Fifteen memorandums of understanding (MoU) were
later signed between the two nations in fields including
oil storage, water resources, cooperation on science
and technology, and cultural cooperation, SPA said.
Among the MoUs was a plan for the two countries
to cooperate 1n building 100,000 homes in the Asfar
suburb of the eastern Saudi city of al-Ahsa.

Saudi Arabia's Housing Ministry signed similar

With China On Prince’s Visit

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

memorandums with South Korea and a Saudi-South
Korean consortium in March to develop 100,000
housing units in northern Riyadh over 10 years.

In April, Prince Mohammed launched radical
economic reforms designed to develop non-oil
industries in Saudi Arabia and attract billions of dollars
of foreign investment. Chinese and Japanese banks
and companies are expected to play major roles.
Prince
Mohammed
arrived in China
on Monday

for talks on
economic ties as
well as security
issues. He will
then visit Japan
from Aug. 31 to Sept. 3, meeting Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

From Japan, the prince will return to China to chair
Saudi Arabia's delegation to the Sept. 4-5 summit of
leaders of the world's 20 biggest economies in the
eastern city of Hangzhou.

A Saudi source familiar with the trip said Prince
Mohammed would present to the G20 his economic
reform plan, which envisages state spending of around
270 billion riyals ($72 billion) in the next five years on
projects to diversify the economy.

Prince Mohammed's father, King Salman, led the Saudi
delegation to last year's G20 summit in Turkey. Heading
this year's delegation would be a political boost for the
31-year-old prince, who rose to prominence when his
father took the throne in January 2015.

Saudi officials will also discuss energy cooperation
agreements with Japan, the Saudi cabinet said last
week.

Saudi Arabia has traditionally accounted for most
of Asia's crude imports, but the world's largest oil
exporter has lost ground in a number of major markets
including Russia and China, and faces a further threat

from Iran, which is ramping up exports after the
removal of Western sanctions.
Under Prince Mohammed's economic reforms, Riyadh
plans to sell a stake of less than 5 percent in national
oil giant Saudi Aramco that could be worth tens of
billions of dollars, and Chinese and Japanese money
could prove crucial in smoothing the sale. (Courtesy
www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-china-agreements)
Related

Saudi Arabia, China Agree On Strategic

Partnership — January 21, 2016

Saudi Arabia and China agreed to establish a
comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries in January of 2016.
In a joint communiqué at the end of the visit by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to the Kingdom, the
two countries expressed satisfaction over enormous

in light of continued development of multi-polarization
and economic globalization and as important partners
at the international level. The two countries see their
relations as long term.

The two sides expressed keen interest to exchange
high-ranking visits and enhance strategic contacts
on bilateral relations and regional and global issues
of mutual interests as well as deepening strategic
cooperation and joint strategic confidence between
them.

The two countries also affirmed interests in the
mechanism of consultation between the them in all
fields and at all levels and to facilitate exchange of
individuals and benefits in all areas. They affirmed to
boost joint vital interests.

The Saudi side reiterated the continuation of its long-
established one China policy whereas the Chinese

development the relations have
witnessed since the establishment
of diplomatic relations between the
two countries in July 1990, notably |
after the establishment of strategic Al
friendship between them in 2008.
The two countries stressed the
importance of  continuation
of development of traditional
friendship between the two peoples
and countries and enhancing of
strong cooperation in political,
economic, commercial, cultural,
humanitarian, military, security and energy fields as
well as at regional and international arenas that will
push Saudi-Chinese relations to higher levels.

In conformity with the desire of the two countries in
deepening cooperation in all areas, the two countries
have agreed to upgrade bilateral relations to the level of
comprehensive strategic partnership, the communiqué
said.

The two countries have agreed that the strategic and
global nature of Saudi-Chinese relations is increasing

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Salman (R) with Chinese
President Xi Jinping during their visit
to the historical Al-Muraba’a palace in
January.

side expressed support for Saudi
| efforts to preserve its security,
{ stability, development of economy,
i improvement of living conditions of
| its people, and to play a bigger role
+ in regional and international affairs.
The two sides affirmed that all
| civilizations have to show respect
W and tolerance to promote co-
existence. The Chinese side lauded
Saudi efforts in establishing King
Abdullah  Center for Dialogue
between followers of different faiths
and cultures in Vienna. The two sides encourage
cultural exchange between the two countries and
support cooperation in the area of media, health,
education and tourism.

The two sides have agreed to push forward peace and
stability in the Middle East. They also called for a ban
on the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
and expressed their support to make the Middle East
region free of WMDs. (Courtesy www.arabnews.com/
saudi-arabia/news)

The Philippines: China Is The f‘Loser’ If South China Sea Ruling
Not Accepted -- Requests Permission For Fishing In Region

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

MANILA, Philippines - Philippine Foreign Minister
Perfecto Yasay has said that China would be the “loser”
if they did not recognise the international tribunal
ruling against its claims over most of the South China
Sea.

The Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague,
Netherlands ruled that China’s economic claims on
most of the waters had no legal basis in a verdict that
came as a sweeping victory for the Philippines.
According to reports, the Philippines plans to fix
a deal for China to permit their fisherman to access
the resource-rich waters, after the latter proceeded to
ignore the ruling.

Yasay added, “We are trying to make China understand
especially when the dust settles that unless they respect
and recognise the arbitral tribunal, they will be the
losers at the end of that day on this matter.”

He continued, “There are no buts or ifs insofar as our
policy on this matter is concerned.”

The provisional agreement seeks to allow access to
Filipino fishermen into the resource-rich Scarborough
Shoal.

Yasay stressed that the region was common fishing
ground and not restricted to a particular economic zone
and added, “We have also committed to them, under
the decision of the Arbitral Tribunal, (that) these are
also the traditional fishing grounds of the Chinese and
the Vietnamese, and we have under this ruling, no right
to drive them out as well.”

He continued, “This
is just as much as
we can do for now.
We protest against
any actions taken
by the Chinese
i disallowing or
preventing our
fishermen from
fishing there.”
President Duterte also encouraged China to maintain
companionship with the Filipinos.

He said, “If we continue to treat each other us brothers,
and understand, especially the plight of [Filipino]
fishermen — I know the dynamics inside China, it has
been explained to me very well - the Chinese people
might find a place in their hearts for the Filipinos.”

He added, “I hope you treat us like your brothers,
not your enemies and take note of the plight of our
citizens.”

Duterte promised that he would delay raising the
issue of the ruling that invalidated China’s economic
claims, but clarified that someday he will “lay bare his
position” before Chinese officials, without using the
“the judgment arbitral.”

Philippine Foreign Minister Perfecto
Yasay

He added, “For now, I
want to just talk to you,
maybe give us time to
build our forces also.
You have so much
superiority. I do not go
to war. If I am ready
for war, then peace is
the only way.”

A fishing boat in the
Scarborough Shoal in the South
China Sea. (Photo/Reuters)

Meanwhile, despite
simmering  tensions
over the Sea, China
chose to send more
ships near Japanese-
administered islets in
the East China Sea in
recent months, which
in turn invoked a
barrage of protests
from Tokyo.
This came even
as  President Xi
Jinping prepares to
host global leaders
including Japan's
Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe in Hangzhou.
The other incidences of friction in North Asia,
including Betjing’s criticism of South Korean President
Park Geun-hye’s U.S. missile shield plan, indicate a
potentially chilly Group of 20 summit.
Related

Philippine President Duterte Appeals To

China’s Conscience...

Asks For Consideration Of Plight Of
Fishermen In South China Sea
MANILA, Philippines — President of Philippines,
Rodrigo Duterte, has asked China to consider the plight
of Filipino fishermen who fish in the South China Sea

for their livelihood.
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"If we continue
to treat each other
like brothers
and understand,
especially the plight
of the fishermen,
that's  why  they
are there because
they are poor...

The Chinese people
this  time  might
find a place in their
hearts for Filipinos,"
said Duterte while
speaking on  the
occasion on National
Heroes” Day to an
audience that included Chinese Ambassador Zhao
Jianhua.

The Filipino fishermen continue to be stopped by
Chinese patrol vessels in the South China Sea also
known as the West Philippines Sea.

Highlighting the plight of the fishermen, Duterte
reiterated that he would like to maintain peace with
China. “I hope you treat us rather not as enemies and
take note of the plight of our citizens," he said.
Chinese ambassador responding to the appeal said he
“would look into the possibilities” to allow fishermen
in the disputed waters.

The Philippines President has promised China not
to bring up the international ruling in Hague which
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gives the Philippines
the right over the
South China Sea in
any international
platform.

“T will never bring
the matter because
it might lead only to
the suspension of the
talks in China and
that is not good, Mr.
Ambassador. So I propose that we just have a soft
landing everywhere,” Duterte said.

The Philippines President, however, told the Chinese
ambassador that “one day he would lay bare his
position” on the disputed waters.

Choosing not to comment on the international ruling,
Chinese Ambassador Zhao Jinhua said he would
pursue bilateral talks with Philippines.

Jihua also expressed willingness to work with the
Philippines for maritime cooperation.

On the occasion, Duterte made it clear that Philippines
would not wage a war against China. In

jest, the President asked the ambassador for time to
build the Philippines army, eliciting laughter from the
crowds. “But for now, Mr Ambassador, I want to just
talk to you for the moment. Maybe give us time to
build our forces also. You have so much superiority,”
he said in a lighter vein.

(Courtesy China National News Wednesday 31st
August, 2016)

President of The Philippines,
Rodrigo Duterte
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