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John T. Robbins, Editor

Xi Meets With Singaporean Prime Minister
To Discuss Bilateral Ties

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Singaporean
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in Hangzhou, capital of
east China's Zhejiang Province, Sept. 2, 2016. (Xinhua/
Zhang Duo)

HANGZHOU, Sept. 2016 (Xinhua) -- Chinese
President Xi Jinping met with Singaporean Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on Friday, calling for
mutual understanding and respect on issues related to
the two countries' core interests and major concerns.

China and Singapore forged a partnership of all-round
cooperation keeping with the times last year during
Xi's state visit to the Southeast Asian city-state.
Noting the importance of top-level design of
bilateral ties, Xi proposed that high-level exchanges
be maintained and communication with Singapore
strengthened.

China pays great attention to Singapore's interest in
the Belt and Road Initiative, said Xi, adding China
is ready to build the China-Singapore Demonstration
Initiative on Strategic Connectivity in southwest
China's Chongqing Municipality into a highlight of
bilateral ties.

The Chinese president also called for the advancement
of two  flagship  government-to-government
cooperative projects, namely the Suzhou Industrial
Park established in 1994 in China's eastern province of
Jiangsu, and the Tianjin Eco-city inaugurated in 2008
in the northern Chinese port city of Tianjin.

The two countries should
deepen cooperation in areas
of finance, the Internet, social
management, law enforcement
security, counter-terrorism and
anti-corruption, said Xi.

Xi expects Singapore, as the
coordinator for China-ASEAN
relations, to push forward the !
healthy and stable development |g
of China-ASEAN ties.

coordination with Singapore (Xinhua/Zhang Duo)

in regional and international

mechanisms.

For his part, Lee spoke highly of the smooth progress
of bilateral cooperation in all areas under the guidance
of a partnership of all-round cooperation keeping with

Chinese Pre5|dent X| Jmplng meets with Smgaporean .
China, Xi added, is ready t0 prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in Hangzhou, capital Delt and Road Initiative.

enhance communication and of east China's Zhejiang Province, Sept. 2, 2016. Singapore, as the coordinator

g the times between the two
countries.

Noting that the strategic
| connectivity ~ project  in
a Chongging is taking
shape, Lee said the two
= countries should take it as
an opportunity to expand
M cooperation in  aviation,
finance and  connectivity
under the framework of the

for China-ASEAN relations,

is willing to improve
cooperation between China and ASEAN; said Lee.
Lee was in China to attend the G20 Hangzhou summit
on Sept. 4-5. (Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.com/
english)

Pop Artist Akon Receives $1 Billion Backing From Chinese Investors
For His Africa Lighting Initiative

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Pop Music Artist Akon

Grammy-nominated hip-hop artist Akon says being
a successful entertainer has given him a platform to
pursue his dream of helping Africa grow and prosper.

The performer, songwriter and producer was born in
the United States to Senegalese parents and reared
in both countries. He started an initiative called

"Akon Lighting Africa" two years ago with a goal of
bringing electricity to a million homes by the end of

2014. He told a UN news conference on Wednesday
on promoting clean energy that the initiative not only
achieved that but has spread to 14 African countries.
Akon, born Aliaune Thiam,
says the biggest obstacle
to Africa's growth is the
need for infrastructure and
energy.

That's why he launched
"Akon Lighting Africa"
with two partners and a
credit line of $1 billion, he
says. It now employs more
than 5,000 mainly young
Rl people who install and
The Singer Akon In Concen maintain solar equipment.

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CENTER

Houston Texas

"To be able to facilitate the needs of millions of people
in Africa, has always been a dream of mine," Akon
says. "Our main goal and initiative is to become the
key tool to help Africa's growth, utilizing the youth of
Africa to be the main catapults of making that happen."
With more than a dozen Top 10 hits on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart, including Smack That, T Wanna TLove
You and Locked Up, Akon says he
realized that as an entertainer he has a big
audience and is in a position to influence
them.

"T think ultimately ... where God allows
you to speak to a billion people you
always ask yourself, when you get a m
chance of that nature, what will you say?
What is your purpose?" Akon says.

"T felt that entertainment was always the key that
would open the door to bigger and better things in my
life and I can be able to pass on with a legacy, and my
name can ring towards development of a full (African)
continent."

During a recent interview with Vlad TV, singer Akon
discussed his hope of bringing electricity connection to
600 million people across the African continent.

It’s in the same interview that the “Lonely” singer
acknowledged that he didn’t have the financial muscle
to jumpstart the project alone, compelling him to seek
backing from other sources. The 43-year-old music
producer and R&B star revealed that he sought aid
from Chinese investors.

“So I went to China,” Akon explains. “T met up with
some friends out there, some manufacturers, and
aligned myself with one of the biggest companies in
China that’s owned by the Chinese Government, that
manufactures Solar...”

In the process of working to have the project kick off,
Akon realized that the taxation around Solar Energy
was too much, owing to George W. Bush policies. “He
did it because his main agenda was in oil, he needed
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the oil to keep burning right, so anything renewable he
wanted to keep away because if effected the money,”
the singer says of Bush policies.

He, therefore, had to make use of unused solar products
and the $1 billion Chinese credit line so as to get the
project rolling.

Akon also talked about his African background,
mentioning how he grew up without
electricity, something he now believes
everyone should have access to. He grew
up in Senegal, a country located on the
West coast of Africa. There was neither
electricity nor running water where he
lived and so they had to rely on a well.
“When I came to the United States, and
[saw] the projects or what they claimed
to be projects, Vlad I thought they [were] living in
luxury, compared to what poverty is back home...”
Akon explained, noting that U.S. citizens have a lot
more than other people around the world yet many take
such things for granted.

The singer said that it’s his grandmother’s living
condition that inspired him to start the project. He says
his grandmother declined to move from her hometown
in spite of his money and fame. She was living in a
house without electricity.

“Every time I would come, I would try to upgrade her,
but she would never take it... one day I said ma I'm
not coming to visit you anymore. .. you have to at least
let me put electricity in the house. Come to find out the
grid was so far out; I don’t care how much money I had
there was no way I could bring electricity to her.” And
that’s the moment it hit him that something needed
to be done, not just for her grandmother, but also in
other locations across Africa where people live without
electricity. “Without electricity, you can’t even begin
to develop a country, let alone your own home,” he
says.

So far, the initiative has provided electricity to 16

million people across 15 countries. (Courtesy http://
financialjuneteenth.com/akon-receives-1-billion-
backing-chinese-investors-africa-lighting-initiative)
Related
In May 2015 The Success Of Akon Lighting
Africa Honored At The United Nations
The three founders

of Akon Lighting "

Africa — Akon, I(_‘ * N
Thione Niang } \ 'Q‘
Samba Bathily LIGHTING AFRICA

—are invited this
week in New York
to present their
project at the 2nd F E
international forum |
Sustainable Energy = . 5
For All - SE4A Forum.
The “Sustainable Energy For All” initiative was
launched in 2011 by the United-Nations in partnership
with the World Bank. Both institutions want to bring
together governments, the private sector and the
civil society to identify the fastest and most efficient
solutions to offer to everyone by 2030 effective access
to clean and sustainable energy, while doubling the rate
of energy efficiency as well as the share of renewables
in the global energy mix.

With regard to these objectives, Akon Lighting
Africa is the perfect case study and will thus be
officially presented as promising initiative for the
entire continent. For Samba, Thione and Akon, it
will be an opportunity to highlight to an high level
international audience composed of public and
private decision-makers, representatives from the
Un and the European Commission the specificity of
their project: a sustainable energy solution, that is
accessible through a unique prepaid model and has
been designed to ensureinclusive growth and promote
youth employment.

HE SECOME ANNAL UMITED HATIONE
SUSTAMABLE ENERGY FOR ALL FORLIM
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