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China-ASEAN Expo Boosts Closer Bilateral Ties
For Common Prosperity

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Rewew Edltor

The opening ceremony of the 13th China-ASEAN Expo
and the China-ASEAN Business and Investment Summit is
held in Nanning, capital of south China's Guangxi Zhuang

Autonomous Region, Sept. 11, 2016. (Photo/Xinhua)

NANNING, Sept. 11 (Xinhua) -- Vice Premier Zhang
Gaoli said Sunday that China will push ahead to
develop its friendly cooperation with the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and together
build a closer China-ASEAN community of common
destiny.

China firmly supports the ASEAN Community, backs
ASEAN's central role in regional cooperation and its
expanding place in international and regional affairs,
said Zhang while addressing the opening ceremony
of the 13th China-ASEAN Expo in south China's
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

Together with ASEAN, China is willing to look at
bilateral relations from a strategic and long-term
perspective, expand consensus and cooperation,
promote the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and
forge a closer China-ASEAN community of common
destiny, he said.

Zhang proposed further integration of development
strategies, and faithful implementation of the 2+7
Cooperation Framework and the third five-year action
plan for China-ASEAN strategic partnership, which
would promote inclusive development.

He called for boosting industrial cooperation and

facilitation of trade and investment.

Zhang urged better interconnectivity, which would
benefit people on both sides, as well as improved finance
cooperation and
people-to-people
exchanges.

The four-day
expo, held

in Nanning,

the capital

of Guangxi,
highlights
industrial cooperation, trade and investment among
China, ASEAN members and other countries along
the Belt and Road. It was given the theme of "Jointly
building the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road,
Forging an Even Closer China-ASEAN Community
of Common Destiny."

The event attracted more than 2,500 companies from
29 countries, including the 10 ASEAN members,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Kazakhstan. It features
5,800 exhibition booths this year, an increase of 1,200
from the previous event.

FRUITFUL TIES

China and ASEAN have developed broad, fruitful
and close dialogue relations, which have contributed
significantly to regional and global peace, stability and
prosperity, according to Zhang.

"Gratifying progress" has been achieved in China-
ASEAN cooperation in the joint construction of the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road since China proposed
the Belt and Road Initiative three years ago, he said.
The construction of the 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road is a new opportunity, a new driver and a new
highlight for mutually beneficial cooperation between
China and ASEAN, according to him.

Sound China-ASEAN ties will contribute to economic
development in East Asia and will be conducive to an
East Asia economic community, said Liu Zhenmin,
China's vice minister of foreign affairs, ahead of the

Chinese Vice Premier Zhang Gaoli

expo.
Liu said China will
prioritize ASEAN

in Belt and Road
Initiative projects,
and improvements
to the existing free
trade zone will boost
bilateral trade.

The Asian
Infrastructure
Investment Bank will
fund infrastructure
projects in ASEAN.
Industrial capacity
cooperation will be promising and the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation mechanism will be supportive,
said Liu.

CLOSER COOPERATION

China is ASEAN's largest trading partner and ASEAN
is China's third largest trading partner. The expo has
served as a strong boost to closer and more practical
cooperation between China and ASEAN.

Chinese company Alibaba will boost investment and
development in ASEAN, said founder and chairman
Jack Ma at the opening ceremony.

The e-commerce giant will "participate in the
development of local small- and medium-sized
enterprises and young people,” said Ma.
China-ASEAN trade has exploded, it is now 58 times
larger than when the two sides established dialogue
relations 25 years ago, which translates into great
business opportunities and social development,
according to Ma.

If hundreds of millions of young people and small
businesses participate in globalization, the world
economy and trade will be changed in a greater way,
he said, adding that the Belt and Road Initiative is the
start of inclusive globalization.

Senior officials from ASEAN members also expected

(Chinese:
Belt and Road.

closer and more

' practical cooperation.
" China and ASEAN
" have huge potential

0 i -J'“.., for cooperation

L given the ASEAN

Community's
robust demand, said
Cambodian Prime
Minister Samdech
v Techo Hun Sen at the
M | opening ceremony of

- 8 m-w.'-{tm 7 ‘\'
NS i

The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st- -century Maritime Sllk Road the expo.
MR 2 B R 2L 420 B4 #H 2 58), also known as The The ASEAN

Community, a
market with more than 600 million people, has
strong demand for power, information technology,
agriculture and scientific research, said Hun Sen.
To realize sustainable and inclusive growth, ASEAN
needs the participation of all dialogue partners,
especially China, he said.
"As close neighbors, ASEAN and China have many
common interests
and goals," said
Myanmar's Vice
President U Myint
Swe.
Vietnamese Prime
Minister Nguyen
Xuan Phuc said he
is glad to see that
ASEAN-China
relations have
become a paradigm
of the bloc's external partnerships.The Vietnamese
government encourages and facilitates ASEAN and
Chinese investment, he said, expressing confidence
in ASEAN-China economic and trade cooperation.
(Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.com/english)

Jack Ma

-
Chairman
Speaking At The ASEAN Summit

Alibaba

Some Scientists Say The Idea Is “Pie In The Sky”

Huge Tibetan Cloud Seeding Scheme Launched To
Create More Rain For China’s Arid North

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

A file picture of clouds above mountains in Tibet. (Photo/
Xinhua)

A group of scientists are proposing cloud seeding on
a massive scale on the Tibetan plateau to create more
rain to flow into rivers in China’s arid north.

Other researchers, however, have cast doubts on the
project saying it is likely to be doomed to failure.
Intensive cloud seeding in the skies above Tibet and the
neighbouring region could create more than five billion
cubic metres of water a year in rain to flow ultimately
into the Yellow River, according to a feasibility study
funded by the Qinghai provincial government. That
would amount to nearly twice Beijing’s annual water
consumption.

Wang Guanggian, the president of Qinghai University
who heads the research project, was quoted as saying
by the state-run news agency Xinhua: “Between the
boundary layer and troposphere in the atmosphere
exists a stable, orderly channel for water vapour
transportation called ‘Sky River’,”

Planes and rockets would be used to intercept the
passing vapour and seed it with chemicals to create
rain, the report said.

China started diverting water from the Yangtze River
in the wetter south of China to Beijing and other drier
areas in the north two years ago.

The Qinghai scientists likened the “Sky River” project
as the atmospheric counterpart to the water diversion

project.
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The Qinghai provincial government was quoted as
saying that said would build large ground facilities at
Sanjiangyuan and the Qilian and Kunlun mountains to
help carry out the cloud seeding.

Wei Jiahua, a professor of hydrology at Qinghai
University and a member of the project, said their first
step was to launch a satellite to monitor the vapour
flow in the atmosphere and chart water resources in the

Tibetan region, Xinhua reported.

The data collected by the satellite would guide the
launch of rockets in “medium and long range artificial
rain implementation plans”,
Wei said.

Other scientists, however,
have expressed doubts about
the plans.

Professor Luo Yong, a
meteorologist at Tsinghua
University in Beijing who
has  studied large-scale
climate systems, said that if
a “Sky River” existed above
the Tibetan plateau it had
not been mentioned in any
textbooks.

Water vapour transportation changed and fluctuated
constantly in the atmosphere and it was difficult to
predict when and where it would occur, he said.

Luo also doubted if it were possible to carry out
cloud seeding on such a scale as previous weather
intervention efforts carried out in China have been
limited to a small region over short timescales, such
as ahead of the Apec meeting in Beijing two years ago.

Cloud Seeding by Ground Generators

Cloud Seeding Efforts In China In The Past

Fang Hao, a researcher at the Beijing Municipal
Research Institute of Environmental Protection who
has studied artificial weather manipulation, said the
= Qinghai project team might
not even understand how rain
is formed.
Rainfall does not come out
of blue, said Fang. It needed
many specific conditions,
. et , such as the meeting of cold,
~ dry and warm, humid air,
. / fi which could not be created
fif 1 by human efforts.
Cloud  seeding  would
only work under certain
favourable conditions and in
most cases it could not increase natural rainfall by
more than 10 per cent, Fang said.
Arocket could also only spray could seeding chemicals
to induce rain in an area up to a few square metres at an
altitude of between 3,000 to 5,000 metres, he added. To
create massive rainfall over a large region throughout
the year would require so many rockets or planes, the
cost would go beyond imagination, he said.
“In short, it won’t happen,” Fang said.

Cloud Seeding by
Plane/Rocket

Han
Jianhua,
the Deputy 4
Governor y.
of Qinghai,  /
said the J'
Sky River | ~
project || T
ranked \Z
top in the T’;
province’s _
five-year "\
plan,

Xinhua

reported.

Initial funding for the purchase of cloud seeding
planes and other hardware had already been approved,
he was quoted as saying.

An official at China Meteorological Administration in
charge of artificial weather intervention said the Sky
River project had no input from the central government.
“It’s just the idea of Qinghai province,” he said.

The research team at Qinghai University could not be
reached for comment. (Courtesy http://www.scmp.
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202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
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210B Congressman Al Green Office

212 The Entrepreneurs Network
213 National Black Business Alliance
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ITC PARTNERS

201 Pinoy Houston TV Howdy Philippines

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
205 Globalization Accelertor VISIO Group LLC

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
207 Guyanese American Chamber of Commerce

209/210 Texas Tech University — TTUISD £ M M 37 ¥ T A2

211 Hon. Consul General Gezahgan Kebede, President of ITC

215 Energy Resources Tools and Services
216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
217 Alief Community Association

218A Aquaworld Systems

218B MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.

219 International Press Club

220 Philippines American Chamber of Commerce

LPR Investments

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832-448-0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

TEHAS AFRICA TEXASQ CHINA

Business Summit Busmess Summit

BRICE HCC

com/news/china/policies-politics/article/2018599)

221 Chinese Chamber of Commerce / Chennault Foundation
222 Houston International Trade Development Council
229/230 United Nations Association
231-233 Law Offices of James X Shu & Associates
235 Diversity Political Coalitian
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Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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