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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW fs

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979

| September 17, 2016

| John T. Robbins, Editor

China Lays New Brick In Silk Road
With First Afghan Rail Freight

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, with Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, on
Oct. 28, 2014. (Photo/Getty Images)

For centuries, Chinese products have wound their way
thousands of kilometers across mountains and deserts
to the heart of central Asia, Afghanistan. Now, for the
first time, the trade is being carried by rail.

With the first train last week pulling in to Hairatan,
northern  Afghanistan, China
marked another advance in
President Xi Jinping’s Silk Road
project to deepen his nation’s
influence along old trade routes.
For Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani, the new link also marks
a small step toward a dream of
turning his landlocked country
into a transit hub of Asia.
Already the top investor in the

China is aiming to boost its Bloomberg)
commercial standing, as the no. 5

trading partner currently. Deepening those ties would
help Afghanistan pare back the influence of Pakistan,

. Afghanistan’s first cargo train from China
war-torn - country to Its west, approaches the ribbon cutting.

the southern neighbor with which ties have sometimes
been strained over outbreaks of violence and closures
in border crossings.
“It’s an unprecedented, vital project for the Afghan
economy,” said Azarakhsh Hafizi, the head of the
international relations committee at Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce & Industries in the capital,
Kabul. “That will greatly reduce Chinese imported
commodities’ prices and unprecedentedly improve our
trade with China, now standing at tens of millions of
dollars.”
The train, carrying $4 million worth of commercial
goods such as fabric, clothes and construction material,
took just two weeks to arrive from the east coast of
China, a fraction of the three-to-six months the road
transit takes via Pakistan to the eastern border crossing
into Afghanistan. It’s a new link in Xi’s “one belt, one
road” project deepening the lattice of transport links
across Eurasia, an initiative that’s coming together in
fits and starts, with advances in places like Bangladesh,
and setbacks in locations including Thailand.
“Without Afghan connectivity, there is no way to
connect China with rest of
world,” said Yao Jing, Chinese
ambassador in  Afghanistan,
in a speech marking the first
freight train’s arrival on Sept. 7.
“As a neighbor, China attaches
greater importance to the
development and peace process
in Afghanistan.”
China has for years had
grand investment plans for
(Photo/ Afghanistan’s  resource riches,
which the Afghanistan Geological
Survey estimates are as much as
$3 trillion. While the Metallurgical Corp. of China Ltd.
received a license in 2007 to mine the biggest Afghan

copper deposit, and China National Petroleum Corp.
won a contract in 2011 to drill for oil, development of
the resources is still some ways off, thanks in part to
the nation’s patchy infrastructure.

Copper Riches

“The direct railway can be the best route for them to
transfer copper to China,” Hafizi said.

on trade with his nation, currently the Afghans’ top
trading partner.

Afghanistan’s $600 million export industry -- including
shipments of saffron, marble, lapis lazuli and high-
quality Kurk wool -- will see “a considerable” increase
following the opening of the rail route, said Khan

Further economic
development is  being
stymied by increasing
terrorist attacks by the

Taliban, Islamic State and
other insurgents against
Kabul’s central government,
which has often exercised
little control over much
of the country. Abduction
is another  impediment
as at least 35 traders

A4,600Mile Trade Route Along an Ancient Path

New commercial corridor links China to Afghanistan

Jan Alokozay, a deputy
chairman of the Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce.
Reducing import costs could
help hold down inflation
as Afghanistan takes from
abroad some 90 percent of
its commercial products
such as food, fabric,
electronics,  construction
materials, oil and gas.

e | Mohammad Rafi  Amiri,
the general director of

Blecmbarg B

and  businessmen  were
kidnapped in July, according to the Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce.

“China still confronts two major problems,” said
Dhruva Jaishankar, foreign policy fellow with
Brookings Institution India Center. “First is that
connectivity is still subject to a stabilization of the
security situation in Afghanistan. The second is that
many projects, including this one, will face questions
of commercial viability.”

new transport corridor to China may help avoid these
ongoing security threats, officials say. “Pakistan won’t
any longer be our only option for transit to have our
goods imported from China,” said Javid Faisal, a
Afghanistan government spokesman.

Pakistan Ties

A spokesman at the Pakistan Embassy in Kabul,
Akhtar Muneer, declined to comment on the opening
of the China-Afghanistan rail corridor or its affect

Harirod Logistical Co. in
Afghanistan, the company that imported the goods
from China to Afghanistan, said transporting directly
from China could “reduce prices by 30 percent.”

The freight trains are expected to carry 45 containers
of goods twice a month from the Chinese city of
Haimen to Hairatan, according to Musafer Qugandi,
a spokesman for the Ministry of Commerce and
Industries. Once inside Afghanistan the goods will be
transported to Mazar-e-Sharif city, the country’s second
biggest commercial center, through an extended 75 km
railway built in 2010 with Asian Development Bank
funding.

“The investments boost China’s position as
Afghanistan’s biggest foreign investor,” said Sayed
Masood, an economics professor at Kabul University,
in a phone interview. “The country now seeks to be
Afghanistan’sbiggest trading partner.” (Courtesy http://
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-11/)

Mid-Autumn Festival Days Coming To An End

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Even Pandas Cannot Resist Mooncakes During The Mid-
Autumn Festival

The Mid-Autumn Festival (Traditional Chinese: Hfk
&fi, Simplified Chinese: H1Fk T3, Vietnamese:tét Trung
Thu, Korean: 34 is a harvest festival celebrated by
ethnic Chinese, Koreans and Vietnamese people. The
festival is held on the 15th day of the 8th month of the
lunar calendar with full moon at night, corresponding
to late September to early October of the Gregorian
calendar with full moon at night.

Mainland China listed the festival as an “intangible
cultural heritage™ in 2006 and a public holiday in
2008. It is also a public holiday in Taiwan, and in
Hong Kong. Chuseok (Korean: 41), originally

known as hangawi (3t7}¢] from archaic Korean for
"the great middle (of autumn)"(3*
7}$1), is a major harvest festival
and a three-day holiday in Korea.
In the Vietnamese culture, it
is considered the second-most
important holiday tradition after
Tét.[citation needed] (Courtesy A 3-Day ‘Short Trip
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) Peak Time Appears
Mid-Autumn Festival is held

on the 15th day of the eighth month of the Chinese
calendar, which is in September or early October in the
Gregorian calendar.

In 2016 it takes place on Thursday September 15th.
Chinese people will have a three-day "public holiday"
on the 15th and 17th — a normal weekend off for
5-day week workers.

When Mid-Autumn occurs at the end of September
or early October its statutory day of public holiday
is usually combined with the statutory
National Day three-day holiday for a
seven-day public holiday (October 1-7),
sacrificing one adjacent weekend day ( for
example, in 2015 people needed to work
on Saturday, October 10).

Why Mid-Autumn Is Celebrated at

Month 8 Day 15

Traditional Calendar Seasons

According to the Chinese lunar calendar (and
traditional solar calendar), the 8th month is the second
month of autumn. As the four seasons each have three
(about-30-day) months on the traditional calendars,
day 15 of month 8 is "the middle of autumn".

For the Full Moon

On the 15th of the lunar calendar, each month, the
moon is at its roundest and brightest, symbolizing
togetherness and reunion in Chinese culture. Families
get together to express their familial love by eating
dinner together, appreciating the moon, eating
mooncakes, etc. The harvest moon is traditionally
believed to be the brightest of the year.

The association of round cakes with the Mid-Autumn
Festival started when the Tang dynasty’s Emperor
Xizong, who reigned 873-888, presented cakes and
red silk during the festival to scholars who passed the
imperial examinations.

By the Song period, mooncakes had
become de rigueur festival fare. A
Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279) text
describes mooncakes as soft, flat cakes
that were steamed and had no filling —
very different to the baked mooncakes we

Children at a kindergarten in Hebei province get a taste of
mooncakes. (Photo/Xinhua)

see today. By the early 19th century, mooncakes in the
Yangtze Delta region were filled with walnuts and a
soft paste sweetened with cane sugar. The lotus-seed
paste we’re familiar with is just one of many kinds
of mooncake fillings across China, which include
pulverised beans, seeds, nuts, dried fruit and even ham,
and some of the newer fillings we see today may well
become widespread traditions of the future.

For Harvest Celebration

Month 8 day 15, is traditionally the time rice is
supposed to mature and be harvested. So people
celebrate the harvest and worship their gods to show
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