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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | September 18, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

Chinese Government Policy Dictates That Past Leaders’ Birthdays, Rather Than The Anniversary

Of Their Passing, Get Celebrated, And Official Notice Of The Date Has Not Been Released

Official Tributes To Mao Subdued
On 40th Anniversary Of His Death

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Members of the Chinese People's Liberation Army pay
their respects to the body of Mao Zedong in China. Four
decades after Mao Zedong died, the dictator’s life is being
marked with solemn pilgrimages and online red-braised
pork tributes (Mao's favorite) — but little official fanfare.
(Photograph/AP)
In Mao’s hometown of Shaoshan, thousands of pilgrims
are arriving to pay tribute and lay flowers for him in a
public square, said Li Wentao, who works for a local
history and e-commerce website devoted to Mao. For
those unable to go in person, she said the site is also
encouraging people to send virtual chrysanthemums,
cigarettes and dishes of red-braised pork (one of Mao’s
favorites) via a special platform they’ve built online.
Historians estimate more than 30 million Chinese
perished because of Mao’s policies during his years
in power, which were marked by both man-made
famine and mass political persecution. In more
recent years, the founder of the People’s Republic of
China has become a rallying point for leftists within
the party discomfited by the country’s economic
reforms. He also remains beloved by many, with his
face emblazoned everywhere from car dashboard
decorations to calendars and
other paraphernalia—as well
as on the Chinese currency,
the yuan.
Ms. Li said such adulation
is a good thing. “China is a
country that lacks faith, not
like Western countries,” she
said. “To have faith in Mao
Zedong is something that
Shaoshan City is the helps people.” .
hometown of Chairman NOt —all have similarly
Mao Zedong. It is also a reverent views. This week,
renowned revolutionary 5 campaign that allowed
memorial site in China as .
well as one of the major PeOPle to send electronic
tourist destinations of flowers in tribute to Mao
the country. Situated circulated widely on the
i e middle of W Chinese messaging_ap
is 40 kilometers from WWeChat, urging users to “Use
Xiangtan City and about (0.5kb of data to remember

120 kilometers  from «chairman Maol””
Changsha City, capital Scrolling

of Hunan Province It is A_fter throth'
a county-level city with viewers were confronted

a population of 100,000 with a variety of ads and it

and covers an area of 210 a¢ nclear who produced

square kilometers. i i
the campaign. Later versions

of the tribute appeared scrubbed of any ad content.

As of Friday morning, more than 1.8 million people

had sent virtual flowers.

On Friday, China’s censors tamped down online
discussion of the anniversary. The Communist Party’s
People’s Daily newspaper circulated a series of Mao
photos and some of his quotes via its verified account
on the Weibo microblogging platform with the
exhortation, “Review it and recall it fondly!”
Those attempting to comment on the message received
a notice, “Comment is forbidden on this Weibo.”
The tight leash on Mao-related commentary didn’t go
unnoticed. “Today marks the day we observe 40 years
since Chairman Mao passed. | searched online for most
of the day and couldn’t find much commemoration
activities,” wrote one Weibo user.
Another user contrasted it against the 2014 anmversary
of the death of former [ -
Communist Party leader
Hu Yaobang, a political
and economic liberal.
“[At the time], all kinds
of media and officialdom |
were paying unbridled
tribute. But this year on
the 40th anniversary of Commemoratlve plates with
Mao’s death, it’s this images of Mao Zedong are
displayed in a stall in Beijing.
quiet. Especially today, (PHOTO/GETTY IMAGES)
you don’t even see a few
comments here or there.”
Beijing keeps a careful watch on neo-Maoists, fearful
that their critiques might blossom into a more muscular
political movement. Ironically, a volunteer with the
Hong Kong Society of Mao Zedong Thought said he
had the impression it was easier to be a neo-Maoist in
the capitalist hub of Hong Kong than in the mainland,
which he left in 1995. ”There are lots of celebrations
that will happen there,” said Mr. Li, whose society is
convening a symposium on Mao’s legacy. “But people
won’t hear about them, they are censored.”
Ever since Mao died, subsequent Chinese leaders have
“betrayed the Chinese people,” he said. “Now Chinese
farmers lose their land, workers are laid off, and the
rich steal the wealth of the nation.” Still, he said trends
have improved under current leader Xi Jinping, whom
he credited with taking measures to strengthen the
party, including through a vast antigraft campaign.
InAustralia, multiple concerts planned to commemorate
the anniversary of Mao’s
death were later canceled
following  widespread
condemnation.
News that a Cantonese
opera about Mao’s life
will be staged next
month in a Hong Kong §
theater has also sparked rrom the ‘Quotations From
a backlash. For his part, Chairman Mao Zedong'—
Hong Kong playwright aptly nicknamed the ‘Little

df h titi ed Book'— a reader may
andreng s ui Practitioner ooy that 'a  Communist

Li Kui-ming, WhO must never be opinionated
penned “Mao,” says or domineering.’  (Photo/
that the  controversy REUTERS)

is overblown, and that the production received no
government support. “We’re not interested in doing

something political, we are doing art,” he said.
Reached by phone, Fan Jinggang of the popular
mainland Maoist site Utopia said the site planned
no special commemorations, in accordance with
official practice of focusing tribute on past leaders’
birthdays. “But of course, Mao Zedong’s spirit is
eternal,” he said. (Courtesy http://blogs.wsj.com/
chinarealtime/2016/09/09)
Related
Maoists Sympathetic To Hardliner Bo Xilai
Disseminate Their Views The Old-Fashioned
Way: Maoists Print Newspaper To Spread
Views After Utopia Website Shut Down.
Faced with the shutdown of leading leftist websites
earlier this year, supporters of the late Mao Zedong
are  spreading
their views the
old-fashioned
way: printing a
newspaper.
A small but
dedicated group
of Maoists have
for the past six
months  printed
and distributed an eight-page monthly newsletter to
promote the ideas of the Communist Party patriarch.
Its circulation remains small - about 100 copies - but
is still likely to worry authorities jittery about any re-
emergence of hardline party ideology.
The newspaper, China Maozedong Paper, which began
free delivery to retired cadres and military personnel in
May, is attempting to pick up where mainland-based
Maoist websites, such as Utopia and Maoflag, left off.
The websites were abruptly shut down in the wake of
Bo Xilai's removal as Chongqing party boss in March
amid a sprawling murder and corruption scandal. Bo's
promotion of Mao-era culture, such as his controversial
“"red songs" campaign, had made him a darling of
party hardliners, and some in Beijing feared he might
attempt to harness that support in a play for power.
Unlike the now defunct websites - which would
publish articles critical of the business-friendly
central government - the new newspaper eschews
contemporary politics and
focuses on the life, history
and philosophy of Mao.
One recent issue featured
a piece summing up Mao's | §
achievements and claimed
there was no corruption,
prostitution ~ or  drug
trafficking during his 27-
year reign. Another article
said China suffered a "great
loss" when the party turned
against Mao after his death
in 1976.
"The media does not convey a correct perception of
Mao," said a source close to the newspaper. But he
added: "There would be a lot of trouble for the paper if
we did things like Utopia did. We will not use Mao to

On the fine-arts end of
the Mao-appreciation
spectrum, portraits of late
chairman at the opening
of an exhibition of Mao-
related art in Beijing this
month. (Photo/REUTERS)

comment on the current government.”

The paper, which costs less than 20,000 yuan
(HK$25,000) a month to produce, is financed by
donations, the source said. Its founders registered the
publication in Hong Kong. because they believed it
would not get the necessary publication serial number
on the mainland.

The Communist Party has a complicated relationship
with its late leader. Mao is widely credited with
restoring China to a position of strength after the
century of colonialism. His portralt still hangs |n
Tiananmen Square and Vi,
"Mao Zedong thought" [}

remains a founding
tenet of the party's
constitution. But

many - especially those
who lived through the ; '
horrors of the Great After gomg 50 years with a

variety of characters on its
Leap Forward and the currency, China shifted to all-
Cultural

Revolution Mao money with the fifth series
- reject the more of its yuan notes, introduced
extreme  elements ~of gﬁ;"fi“ﬁ%ﬁgd 2002. (Photo/
his ideology. Concerns

about a leftist revival have grown more pressing after
the market-based economic boom that has made China
richer, but also more unequal.

In March, Premier Wen Jiabao issued a rebuke to
Chongging, just days ahead of Bo's ousting. "Any
policy measures we take must be based on experience,
on lessons we have learned from the past, and serve the
people," he said.

Beijing leaders were reportedly further alarmed in
September when Mao posters suddenly appeared at
government-sanctioned rallies against Japan's efforts
to buy the disputed Diaoyu, or Senkaku, islands in the
East China Sea.

"Authorities fear any spread of Mao's ideas, because
they do not have much confidence in themselves,"
said Ding Xueliang, a Chinese politics expert at
Hong Kong University of Suence and Technology
"The suppression leads to
a weird situation in which
you cannot criticise Mao,
but also cannot spread
Mao's ideas," Ding said.
"This has resulted in a
distorted discussion about
Mao, which is not healthy."
Mao supporters say they
have reservations about the
opening-up policies that
China has been pursuing for ~ month. (Photo/GETTY
more than three decades. IMAGES)

They also question Bo's removal from the party, even
as the party prepares to prosecute him for corruption
and unspecified charges related to his wife's murder of
a British businessman last year. "What has Bo done
wrong?" the newspaper source asked. "The media
gave a thumbs up to Bo's campaign in Chongging, but
that changed overnight once he was ousted. It is very
puzzling."(Courtesy South China Morning Post)

Mao S undylng kitsch
appeal on display at a
Beijing market as the 40th
anniversary of his physical
death approached this

Chinese Premier To Attend UN Conference,
Visit Canada, Cuba

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

China Premier Li Kegiang (R) meets with Peter Thomson,
president of the 71st session of the UN General Assembly,
in Beijing, capital of China, Aug. 26, 2016. (Xinhua/Xie
Huanchi)

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang will attend the 71st
session of the United Nations General Assembly and
pay official visits to Canada and Cuba.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said
Wednesday that Li's trip will last from Sept. 18 to 28.
Li was invited by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and President
of the Cuban Council of State and Council of Ministers
Raul Castro Ruz, Hua said.

According to Vice Foreign Minister Li Baodong,
the premier will outline China's stance on global
governance and international order and its measures
to cope with global challenges, while addressing the
general debate of the UN General Assembly session.
Li's attendance at the UN General Assembly is one
of China's major diplomatic events in the multilateral
arena this year and shows China values the UN and
multilateralism, Li Baodong added.

Li will also hold talks with state leaders of other

countries during his stay in New York.
"China hopes to take the premier's UN tour as an
opportunity to strengthen communication with other
sides and underline the basic norms
of international relations. The
international community should
jointly establish a new international
order with cooperation and Lee=
reciprocity at its core,” Li Baodong [
told a press conference Wednesday.
As for the premier's visit to Canada,
the first by a Chinese premier in 13
years, Li Baodong said it shows the importance China
attaches to the development of bilateral relations with
Canada and it will inject strong impetus for future
development.
Cuba, the first country in Latin America and the
Caribbean to have diplomatic ties with China, is the
last stop on Li's visit. It will be the first visit by a
Chinese premier since the two countries established
diplomatic ties 56 years ago.
Vice Foreign Minister Wang Chao said Li will discuss
with Raul Castro Ruz how to strengthen China-Cuba
friendship and cooperation. The two sides will also sign
cooperation documents in areas such as the economy,
technology, new energy, industry and environmental
protection.
Related

Chinese Premier's Cuba Visit To Boost

Cooperation: Cuban FM

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang's upcoming visit to Cuba
is expected to boost economic cooperation between
the two sides, Cuban Foreign Affairs Minister Bruno
Rodriguez said.
Li will visit Cuba later this month, following his
participation in the 71st session of the United Nations
General Assembly and an official visit to Canada.
"It will be a very important visit and a great step in

bilateral relations. It will require all of our government's
attention and without doubt it will be very successful,"
Rodriguez said recently.

Li's tour will be the first official
B visit to Cuba by a Chinese premier
23X since the two countries established
diplomatic ties 56 years ago.

% Cuban Minister of Foreign Trade
- and Investment Rodrigo Malmierca
| recently told reporters that the visit

The UN General Assembly In New York will boost joint efforts to expand

cooperation into new areas.
"During the premier's visit, a number of important
economic cooperation agreements will be signed,"
said Malmierca.

The two sides are expected
to sign cooperation deals in
areas such as technology,
renewable energy, industry
and environmental
protection.

"Chinese investments in
our nation are starting to
blossom and we have a

President  Raul
Castro (R) shakes hands

joint strategic vision for the with Chinese Vice President

Cuban

Xi  Jinping during their
meeting at the Revolution
Palace in Havana June 5,
2011.[Photo/Agencies]

future,” he added.

China is Cuba's second
largest trade partner.
(Courtesy http://www.ecns.
¢cn/2016/09-15)
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