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October 19, 2016 | John T. Robbins, Editor

China's Shenzhou 11 Blasts Off On Space Station Mission -
Country's Longest Crewed Space Mission To Date

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The Long March-2F carrier rocket carrying China's
Shenzhou 11 spacecraft blasts off from the launch pad at
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Jiuquan, northwest
China's Gansu Province, Monday, Oct. 17, 2016. (Photo/
Xinhua via AP)

China has launched two men into orbit in a project
designed to develop its ability to explore space.

The astronauts took off from the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre in northern China.

They will dock with the experimental Tiangong 2
space lab and spend 30 days there, the longest stay in
space by Chinese astronauts.

This and previous launches are seen as pointers to
possible crewed missions to the Moon or Mars.

An earlier Tiangong - or Heavenly Palace - space
station was decommissioned earlier this year after
docking with three rockets.

It will take the astronauts about two days to reach the
orbiting laboratory where they will live for a month.
They will spend this time analysing plant growth in
space and giving themselves ultrasounds to scan their
bodies' performance.

The astronauts will spend the next month conducting
experiments on the Tiangong 2.

In a congratulatory statement to the astronauts carried

by state media, President Xi Jinping said he hoped they
"vigorously advance the spirit of space travel".

He added that the mission would "enable China to take
larger and further steps in
space exploration, and make
new contributions to building
up China as a space power".
China has poured significant
funding and efforts into its
space program, and plans
to launch at least 20 space
missions this year.

The astronauts on this latest
mission were Jing Haipeng, 49, who has already been
to space twice, and 37-year-old Chen Dong.

China was excluded from the International Space
Station due to concerns over the military nature of its
space ambitions.

China has since embarked on plans to create its own
permanent space station, expanding Tiangong 2 over
the next few years by sending up additional modules.
It is expected to be fully operational by 2022.
Authorities said last month that its predecessor,
Tiangong 1, was due to crash back to Earth in 2017.
The two Chinese astronauts began the country's
longest crewed space mission yet for a 30-day stay
on an experimental space station as China steadfastly
navigates its way to becoming a space superpower.
Ahead of the launch, one astronaut shouted: "We are
ready! Please give instructions!" in front of dozens of
people dressed in colorful dress representing China's
ethnic minorities, in footage shown prominently on
Chinese TV. The commander-in-chief of the manned
space program, Gen. Zhang Youxia, replied: "Proceed!"
followed by blaring marching music as the astronauts
boarded a bus to take them to the launch pad.

China, Russia and the United States are the only

countries that have independently launched humans
into space, and while the others have more experience in
manned space travel, China's military-backed program

has  made  methodical
progress in comparatively
short time.

The launch is China's
sixth manned mission, the
previous longest being about
two weeks.

For this mission, the

Astronauts Jing Haipeng, 49, and 37-year-old Chen aqtronauts will dock their
Dong wave goodbye to the crowd.

spacecraft with the Tiangong
2 station within two days, conduct experiments in
medicine and space-related technologies, and test
systems and processes in preparation for the launching
of the station's core module in 2018. A fully functioning
space station is on course to begin operating six years
from now and slated to run for at least a decade.
Zhang declared the launch a success 16 minutes
later. Defense Minister Fan Changlong then read a
congratulatory message from President Xi Jinping
calling for China's astronauts to explore space "more
deeply and more broadly."

Since China conducted its first crewed space mission
in 2003, it has staged a spacewalk and landed its

Yutu rover ; s

on the moon.
The Tiangong,
or "Heavenly
Palace," space
stations are
considered
stepping stones
to a mission to send a rover to Mars by the end of the
decade. Administrators suggest a crewed landing on
the moon may also be in the program's future.

China's Tiangong 2 Space Station

"It is any astronaut's dream and pursuit to be able to
perform many space missions," Jing, who turns 50
during his time in space, told a briefing Sunday.

China was excluded from the International Space
Station mainly due to U.S. concerns over the Chinese
space program's strongly military character. Chinese
officials are now looking to internationalize their own
program by offering to help finance other countries'
missions to Tiangong 2, which, at 60 tons when
completed, would still be considerably smaller than
the 420-ton ISS.

China In Space By The Numbers

$2.2Bn

China's estimated annual spending on space programs
* 181 Chinese satellites in space

* 11 Chinese people have travelled in space - often
known as taikonauts

* 2003 The year of China's first crewed space mission
* 2020 The year China plans its own space station
Courtesy DNSS/UCSUSA/CNSA

China's space program also opened a fourth spacecraft
launch site at Wenchang on the island province of
Hainan in June. It was inaugurated with the launch
of the newly developed Long March 7 rocket that
was hailed as a breakthrough in the use of safer, more
environmentally friendly fuels.

China is developing the Long March 5 heavy-lift
rocket needed to launch the Tiangong 2's additional
components and other massive payloads.

A source of enormous national pride, China's space
program plans a total of 20 missions this year at a
time when the U.S. and other countries' programs are
seeking new roles. (Courtesy Fox News)

Doctors Praise China's Pledge To
Stop Harvesting Inmate Organs

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Surgeons from around the world gathered at a
conference in Beijing on Monday in China’s latest
effort to fight persistent skepticism about whether its
hospitals have stopped performing transplants with the
organs of executed prisoners.

Doctors from the World Health Organization and the
Montreal-based Transplantation Society who were
invited to the conference by China praised Chinese
officials for reforms they have made in the transplant
system, including a ban put in place last year on using
organs from executed inmates.

Doubts persist that China is accurately reporting
figures or meeting its pledge given its severe shortage
of organ donors and China’s long-standing black-
market organ trade. By its own figures, China has one
of the lowest rates of organ donation in the world, and
even the system’s advocates say it needs hundreds of
additional hospitals and doctors.

While China suppresses most discussions about
human rights, government officials and state media
have publicly talked about their commitment to ending
a practice opposed by doctors and human rights groups
due to fears that it promotes executions and coercion.
In a sign of the issue’s symbolic importance to China,
the conference took place in an ornate, chandeliered
ballroom inside the Great Hall of the People, the
building next to Tiananmen Square that typically hosts
foreign leaders and ceremonial Communist Party
events.

Doctors at the conference Monday described meeting
patients and visiting hospitals around the country, and
said the recorded usage of drugs given to transplant
patients lined up with China’s reported numbers of
transplants.

_ Dr. Jose Nunez, an
adviser on organ
transplants to the
World Health
Organization, told
the audience that
he believed China
was building
the “next great”

Sichuan,
western China. China has relied System.
overwhelmingly on organs from death “You are taking

Chinese prisoners in

row prisoners for transplants. this country to a

leading position
within the transplantation world,” he said.
Others offered praise for Chinese officials, but stopped
short of saying whether they could confirm China had
stopped using executed inmates’ organs.
“It’s not a matter for us to prove to you that it’s zero,”
said Dr. Francis Delmonico, a longtime surgeon and a
professor at Harvard Medical School. “It’s a matter for
the government to fulfill what is the law, just as it is in

the other countries of the world that we go to.”
China is believed to perform more executions than
any other country, though the government does not
disclose how many.
The former vice minister of health, Dr. Huang Jiefu,
publicly acknowledged in 2005 that China harvested
executed inmates’ organs for transplant, and a paper
he co-authored six years later reported that as many as
90 percent of Chinese transplant surgeries using organs
from dead people came from those put to death.
Huang has also responded to a report earlier this year
that a Canadian patient apparently received a kidney
from an executed inmate by announcing that the doctor
and the hospital in question were suspended from
performing more transplants.
A key impediment is that members of a donor’s
immediate family have the right to veto any transplant
once the person is dead. There is also a traditional
aversion to the removal of body parts from the dead
and a fear that donated organs could be exploited for
monetary gain.
Dr. Philip O’Connell, the immediate past president of
the Transplantation Society, told reporters later that
he would work with doctors supporting reform in any
country.
“The options are that you completely isolate someone,
which means that generally their practices get
compounded, or you engage with them and you tell
them your point of view and explain why it would
be better for them to change,” O’Connell said. “That
is, I think in the simple terms, what we’re doing.”
(Courtesy www.cbsnews.com/news)
Related

Why China Has Struggled To End Organ

Harvesting From Executed Prisoners

Like many Chinese, Beijing bank clerk Zhou Keran
shudders when asked if he would donate his organs
should he die.
"I would never. There's an old saying that our parents
give us everything -- from our bodies to our hair -- and
we have to show obedience to our family."
China said on Thursday it would end the harvesting
of organs from executed prisoners on January 1 and
while the move has been welcomed by human rights
groups, it's hard to see how China can wean itself from
the controversial practice if the views of people like
Zhou are anything to go by.
Traditional beliefs regard the body as sacred and it
should remain intact after death.
What's more, even if people are prepared to donate,
there are fears that their body parts may be traded for
profit and end up on the black market.
Thus making a quick switch from organs supplied by
death row inmates to a system based on altruism will
be tough without a major shift in attitudes -- something
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the head of China's transplant system acknowledges.
"People have concerns about whether the organs will
be allocated in a fair, open and just way," Huang Jiefu,
director of the China Organ Donation and Transplant
Committee said, according to state media.

Low donation rate

China has one of the world's lowest rates of organ
transplants, with 10,000 procedures each year.

The country launched a voluntary donation scheme in
2010 but between that year and 2013 only 1,448 people
donated organs -- a drop in the ocean compared with
around 300,000 people in need of organ transplants
each year.

And just 0.6 people out of every million citizens have
signed up to donate their organs when they die.

To plug the shortfall, China has relied overwhelmingly
on organs from death row prisoners.

Technically, their organs can only be used under
certain conditions, such as if no one collects the body,
the inmate gives consent or their family agrees to the
medical use of the body.

However, observers both in and outside China have
questioned whether prisoners have the free will to give
their consent and say it's become an unwritten policy
that prisoners' organs can be used to ease the shortage.
Even with the new rules, it's likely that death-row
inmates will still supply organs for transplants.

Huang said that prisoners will still be qualified
to donate, but their organs will be registered in a
computerized donation system instead of being traded
privately, according to official English-language
newspaper China Daily.

Skepticism

Phelim Kine, deputy director, Asia Division, Human
Rights Watch in New York, says he's "extremely
skeptical" about whether China can really end its
reliance on prisoners' organs in the foreseeable future.
The opacity of China's prison and death penalty

system, the
massive profits

in organ

peddling and
corruption

make it "near
impossible," he
says. i
"Many Chinese
citizens would
be unconvinced
about voluntarily signing away their organs, even for
altruistic (reasons)."

Such fears are not unfounded, given the flourishing
underground trade in organs and even corpses.

Last month, local officials in southern China were
found to have bought and sold dead bodies to fulfill
cremation quotas in a "body snatching™ scandal across
two provinces.

And earlier this year, authorities jailed a 12-member
gang that recruited donors online and smuggled their
kidneys by disguising them as seafood shipments.
There are tentative signs that attitudes are beginning to
change. Since the beginning of the year, 1,500 people
have donated organs -- more than the total between
2010 and 2013.

The government has set up a website to make it easier
to become a donor but it's still something that few
young people are willing to discuss with their families.
Surveys have suggested that financial incentives,
including payment of funeral and medical bills might
help.

Liu Teng, a 24-year old audio engineer from Beijing,
says it's something he might consider.

"I want to help those in need and I feel like it would
be a continuation of my life," he says. (Courtesy http://
www.cnn.com/2014/12/05/world)

Doctors carry fresh organs for
transplant at a hospital in Henan
Province, China.
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