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|
Chinese Astronauts Successfully

John T. Robbins, Editor

Dock With Tiangong-2 Space Lab

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Artist's illustration of China's Tiangong-2 space lab
docked with a crewed Shenzhou spacecraft. (Photo/China
Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation)

A Chinese spacecraft carrying two astronauts has
successfully docked with the uncrewed Tiangong-2
space lab, according to Chinese media reports.

The Shenzhou-11 spacecraft linked up with Tiangong-2
at 3:24 p.m. EDT (1924 GMT) today (Oct. 18; 3:24
a.m. Oct. 19 Beijing time), while both spacecraft were
Zipping around Earth at an altitude of 244 miles (393
kilometers), China's state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

Though Shenzhou-11 carries two crewmembers,
named Jing Haipeng and Chen Dong, the docking was
completely automated.

Jing and Chen will soon enter Tiangong-2, then
stay aboard the orbiting lab for 30 days. The duo
are undertaking China's longest-ever crewed space
mission; they lifted off on Sunday (Oct. 16) and will
be in orbit for a total of 33 days if all goes according to
plan, Xinhua reported.

The 34-foot-long (10.4 meters) Tiangong-2 launched
to orbit on Sept. 15. The 9.5-ton module is China's
second-ever space lab; the first, Tiangong-1, reached
space in September 2011 and hosted three dockings —
two of them involving crewed Shenzhou spacecraft —
before ending its operational life this past March.
Tiangong-1 will likely fall to Earth in late 2017,

Chinese space officials have said.
The Tiangong program is deS|gned to test out the
rendezvous .

and docking -
technologies that &
China will need
to build a bona
fide space station,
which the nation
aims to have up
and running by
the early 2020s.
China's space
station will likely
be considerably

Astronauts Jing Haipeng and Chen
Dong, thecrew of China's Shenzhou-11
mission, salute and wave from inside

the country's Tiangong-2 space
laboratory after arriving at the mini
space station on Oct. 18, 2016. The
astronauts are flying a 30-day mission

to the space lab, China's longest
smaller than human spaceflight yet. (Photo/China
the 44Q-t9n, Manned Space Engineering Program)
$100 billion

International Space Station; various reports have
estimated that China's orbiting complex will tip the
scales at about 60 tons.
Shenzhou-11 is China's first crewed spaceflight in
more than three years. The most recent such effort,
Shenzhou-10, sent three astronauts to Tiangong-1 in
June 2013. The Shenzhou-10 crewmembers spent 14
days in space — the Chinese spaceflight record that
Jing and Chen are poised to break. (Courtesy http:/
www.space.com/34170-us-china)
Related
GARBAGE IN SPACE
U.S., China Will Meet This Year
to Talk Space Debris
MAUI, Hawaii — China and the United States plan to
hold a second set of talks later this year to discuss how
their militaries operate in space.
In a keynote speech here Sept. 22 at the AMOS
conference, Frank Rose, the assistant secretary of State
for arms control, verification and compliance, said that
the upcoming discussion would likely include talk of
space debris.
While representatives from the U.S. and China have

met previously to talk [
about civil uses of |
space, the two sides
met for a separate §
discussion of military
space topics for the first
time in May. [7 Wild ;
Ways to Destroy Orbital Defuc satellites an other
Debris] human-made  objects are
Space debris has been a overcrowding low Earth orbit
divisive issue between (LEO)-(PNOIO/ESA)

the countries for nearly a decade.

On Jan. 11, 2007, China deliberately destroyed one of
its defunct weather satellites known as Fengyun-1C
using a ground-based, medium-range ballistic missile.
The action, which was widely condemned throughout
the international space community, left a cloud of
potentially hazardous debris in a heavily used belt of
Earth orbit.

Since that event, U.S. Defense Department leaders say
China continues to develop anti-satellite weapons and
officials point to similar tests in 2010, 2013 and 2014.
Leaders of the U.S. intelligence community and
the Defense Department frequently point to China's
actions in developing anti-satellite weapons as a driver
in its ongoing space protection efforts.

But Rose said he had "a very frank exchange" with
his counterpart from the Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs at a meeting in Washington, D.C. in May and
that the conversation included space debris, preventing
collisions on orbit and China's anti-satellite systems.
"It's very clear there are
new threats to the space
systems and the space
systems of our allies. At
the same time, we need a
comprehensive approach
to this threat. There is no
silver bullet,” Rose said.

Frank Rose, U.S. a53|stant
secretary of State
for arms control, verification "\WWe want to promote

and compliance strategic restraint where

we can. We've also made it very clear to China, Russia
and other potential adversaries the United States will
defend ourselves and our friends in outer space.”

U.S. government estimates say the 2007 test led to
3,400 pieces of debris, more than half of which is
expected to still be in orbit in 2027.

But Rose also said the two countries are making
progress. Following U.S. President Barack Obama's
visit to China earlier this month, the White House
issued a fact sheet saying "the United States and
China recognized that space debris can be catastrophic
to satellite and human spaceflight, and that, due to
the global dependence on space-based capabilities,
the creation of space debris can seriously affect all
nations."

Rose said
that five years
ago, such
discussions
would have
been nearly
impossible. But
in the last 18

months he has
been to China
seven times and worked hard to find common ground
on the issue.

Now, he said, China takes "space debris very
seriously" and U.S. State Department officials have
been encouraged that China's recent anti-satellite tests
have not created debris. At the same time, in recent
years, the Air Force has provided China thousands of
collision alert, warning that debris from the 2007 test
was nearing their satellites.

"We have made significant progress. Are we where
I would like us to be? The answer is no," Rose said.
"But if you had asked me five years ago whether the
United States and China would release fact sheets on
the challenge of space debris at the presidential level, |
would have said "You're smoking something.™(Courtesy
http://www.space.com/34170-us-china)

Artist's lllustration Of “Space Junk.”

Are Expatriates In China Suited
For China's 'Leftover' Women?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The culture of independent achievement has always
been China's strong suit in the country's long history.
But in this modern day and age, this kind of culture
has increased ten folds. We see this as Chinese women
have increasingly become a part of Internet business
after the advent of modernism.

According to a report in Bloomberg, the government of
China estimates that the country's women have a huge
role to play in the world of Internet. Approximately
55 percent of new Internet companies are founded
by women. Moreover, more than a quarter of all
entrepreneurs in China are women.

Such are the symptoms of highly developed and
rationalized nations. The role of women has gradually
advanced throughout each Chinese era and dynasty.
However, there was kind of a paradigm shift after the
arrival of modernity.

In modern times, gender equality has rampantly
pervaded throughout the minds of the public and
administration. Contemporary China, especially
Shanghai, takes pride in revolutionizing the role of
women and taking it to a whole new level.

Women in China have taken on dominant and
independent roles, something that would seem absurd
to someone from a century ago. However, the central
government can potentially mold these newly founded
paradigms into something which fits the country's core
ideals.

According to the Global Times, the largest venture
capital fund-raiser by a woman may likely seem
to be in the Silicon Valley. Wrong! It's in Beijing.
Contrary to common belief, the role of a common
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woman  has  expanded
rapidly which had made
China a great beneficiary of
the contributing role of the
female gender.

Given the fact that women

have been  consistently
raised their contributory
roles in  technological
avenues as well as capital
ventures, it seems that
Mao Zedong's ideology
is still being practically

implemented. The 1940s
brought change in China's
society where women started
fighting alongside men in
revolutionary combat.
Even though women in China are still not socially
at par with their male counterparts, they have been
liberated in the business point of view. Career-driven
women have become a huge asset the ever-floating
Chinese economy.
These women tread the path of a new revolution of
individual choice. They choose their careers over
marriage. This phenomenon has been going on side
by side with the country's increasingly escalating
community of foreigners working and living here.
“Leftover Women” In China

Map of leftover women
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In general, western men do not give much priority to
social status when deciding over a marriage partner.
Chinese men however, feel intimidated if their
marriage partner is earning better than them.

Now given these limitations, career-oriented single
Chinese ladies turn towards the less-discriminating
foreign individuals who, according to them, seem
to have a keen sense of belonging when it comes to
marriage.

Recently, Shanghai has been opening up rights for
foreign students to stay at work and extending the
green-card status to the opulent foreign executives
living in the urban centers. It's been claimed that the
government is trying to open up resources for older,
unwed or divorced Chinese women so that they find
dating-and-mating easier. (Courtesy http://en.yibada.
com/articles)

Related

Heavy Pressures From Chinese Society
On “Leftover Women”

By government definition, a "leftover woman" refers
to any unmarried female above the age of 27.
China's ruling Communist Party tries to urge single
women to marry, to offset a huge gender imbalance
caused by the recently ended one-child policy.
But according to Leta Hong Fincher, author of
"Leftover Women: The Resurgence of Gender
Inequality in China", single Chinese women are at "a
real turning point" and many are beginning to embrace
a single lifestyle and push back the stigma.
She told the BBC: "These are young women with
strength and confidence, who are being specifically
targeted by the state's deliberate campaign to pressure
[them] into marrying.
Chinese women today are more educated than ever
before and they are increasingly resisting marriage."
"But the torture
experienced
by the women
in holding out
against intense
marriage
pressure is also
extremely real.
It reflects the
reality of so many young women professionals in
China."
'‘An unmarried woman is incomplete’'
"In Chinese culture, respecting your parents is the most
important quality. And not getting married is like the
biggest sign of disrespect,” shared one woman, who
later broke down in tears.

Another woman said: "People think that in Chinese
society, an unmarried woman is incomplete."

The views of Chinese parents are also very important.
"We always thought our daughter had a great
personality. But she's just average-looking, not too
pretty. That's why she's leftover," said one mother, who
sat next to her daughter who tried to fight back tears.
'Only the beginning’

But can the single women of China see real happy
endings - where society will truly accept their choices?
"At the moment, that is only a fantasy," says Ms Hong
Fincher, adding that the "incredible angst, personal
torture and societal pressures” depicted in the advert
are still prevalent.

"Marriage in China is extremely patriarchal and
women need to see that being single is something to be
celebrated, not to be ashamed of," she says.

"But | believe that this trend of women who choose
to be single and independent is going to increase and
this is the beginning." (Courtesy http://www.bbc.com/
news/world)
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