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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979

October 23, 2016

| John T. Robbins, Editor

WHO WOULD BEIJING PREFER AS
U.S. PRESIDENT: CLINTON OR TRUMP?

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The Candidates Face Off In The Presidential Debate
Would a Trump or a Clinton presidency be preferable
from a Chinese perspective?

That question has come into a sharper focus following
the first presidential debate between Donald Trump
and Hillary Clinton last week.

The both candidates may not have agreed on much
of anything but they appeared united on beating
China like a pifiata, with Trump leading the charge.
The Republican candidate accused China of stealing
American jobs, devaluing its currency to cheat at
global trade, and failing to rein in North Korea, while
his Democrat opponent pledged tough responses to
possible cyberattacks from China and other countries.
China-bashing has become a fashionable theme in US
presidential debates over the past two decades, and is
expected to feature again in the next two scheduled
clashes between the candidates.

Handling China’s rising economic and military power
will be one of the most complex challenges facing the
next American president, so interest has been building
in China as to which of the two would be preferable to
ensure Sino-US ties, arguably the most consequential
relationship between any two countries in the world,
continue broadly along the lines of co-operation
instead of confrontation.

Publicly, the Chinese
leaders have refrained
from weighing in despite
the increasingly fiery
attacks on China from both
candidates. Last month,
Premier Li Kegiang offered
the standard textbook reply
in a meeting with top US
executives in New York by
saying that the Sino-US ties were destined to improve
no matter who is elected.

The mainland leadership has long accepted that
China-bashing is part of the fear-mongering and

Donald Trump has accused
China of ‘raping’ the US.
(Photo: AFP)

sensationalism that have framed the presidential
debates, in which the candidates’ tough rhetoric may
not usually translate into action and the winners often
moderate their stances once inside the Oval Office.

Why Donald Trump’s wall

will be around China, not Mexico
If there was any doubt Donald Trump would build
a wall if elected, it was put to rest at the start of the
first US presidential debate this week. Not a Mexican
border wall though, but a Chinese one.
Seven seconds into Trump’s opening remarks at the
first presidential debate and he was already ripping
into China. “Our jobs are fleeing the country...If you
look at what China is doing [to the US] in terms of
making our product, they’re devaluing their currency
and there’s nobody in our government to fight them,”
The Donald roared.
Even though Trump has spent more time bashing
Mexicans and Muslims than talking about the China
“threat” on the campaign trail, he’s made it clear
that he intends to raise tariffs on Chinese exports
and punish Beijing for being “the world’s greatest”
currency manipulator. That means a tariff wall — and
it may dwarf the one he wants to build along the US-
Mexican border.
Trump even invoked the Great Wall of China to
justify the feasibility of his Mexican wall — pointing
out that the Chinese version was seven times longer
and that the ancient Chinese didn’t have the benefit of
modern construction
equipment.  Critics
quickly pointed out
that it took centuries to
build the Great Wall,
and that it wasn’t that
effective in stopping
northern invaders.
Both sides ignore the
biggest problem with the comparison: ancient wall
builders didn’t have to worry about modern issues
like land ownership — two-thirds of the land along the
US-Mexican border is privately or state-owned — or
pesky details like environmental impact studies. So
there won’t be a Great Wall of Trump — certainly not
in Trump’s first term and probably never in a physical
form given the alternatives that technological border
protection could provide.
Trump has at various times called for tariffs ranging

The Great Wall Of China

from 25 per cent to 45 per cent on Chinese imports.
Daiwa Asia chief economist Kevin Lai ran the numbers
and found that a 45 per cent tariff applied across the
board would slash China’s economic growth from
above 6 per cent to 4.8 per cent.

A new study by the Peterson Institute for International
Economics looked at the impact on the US economy;,
and found that a “full trade war” scenario would push
the American economy into negative growth by 2019,
the unemployment rate would soar to 8.4 per cent and
4 million private sector jobs would be lost.

Getting the  lesser

of the two evils is

the best the Chinese

leaders can hope for

but deciding between

Clinton and Trump can

be a tall order, at least

judging  from  their  \jjary Clinton was seen as a
rhetoric and record on key player in America’s ‘pivot to
China. Asia’. (Photo: Reuters)
Clinton is well known for her tough stance on China’s
human rights and its authoritarian political system.
Whilst secretary of state under Barack Obama, she was
widely seen as a leading player behind Washington’s
“pivot to Asia” in a move aimed at containing the rise
and influence of China in the region, to the strong
displeasure of Beijing.

In contrast, Trump’s political and diplomatic
inclinations were largely unknown in China until
his campaign for the Republican nomination began
gathering momentum last year. Prior to that, he was
more famous for his flamboyance, associated with
high-profile property developments and reality TV.
Since his campaign began, his blunt and often
outrageous comments on China, including accusing
China of “raping” the US and a promise to impose a
45 per cent tariff on

imports from China,

have rattled some

Chinese officials
and ordinary people
alike.

Trump brands

debate unfair, says

microphone and
moderator were Richard Nixon traveled to Beijing
against him in 1972. (Photo: AP)

But overall he has remained politically enigmatic.
While he relentlessly attacked China for causing
economic woes for the US, the Chinese are pleased
by his vows to dismantle the Trans-Pacific Partnership
agreement, which excludes China and is seen as an
attempt to curb its influence.

Also music to Chinese ears was his repeated
questioning of America’s military commitment in
the region at a time when China’s assertive stance
on territorial disputes, including those over the South
China Sea, has caused unease in the region.

And Trump rarely attacked China’s political system or
human rights record.

As a result, there have been some suggestions over the
past few weeks that China might actually prefer Trump
to Clinton, taking all factors into consideration.

Of course, making that assumption is still premature.
As far as politics and international diplomacy are
concerned, it is arguably better for Beijing to deal with
someone it knows so well.

Having said that, the history of the Sino-US
relationship has
shown that the
bilateral ties made
breakthroughs
often when the US
president was a
Republican. The
oft-cited reason is
that the Republican
Party is generally
pro-business and
trade, and focuses
less on China’s human rights and political system.
Richard Nixon, a staunch anti-communist, paved the
way for the resumption of diplomatic ties by travelling
to Beijing in 1972,

During George W. Bush’s second term in office, the
Chinese media described ties as “the best ever” —
despite the spy plane incident, which occurred just ten
weeks after Bush began his first term in 2001, sending
the relationship to an all-time low.

But Trump is not a typical Republican candidate. It is
telling that many of the party’s stalwarts, including the
Bush family and major US corporations, have so far
refused to endorse him publicly.

Such a signal is unlikely lost on Chinese officials.
(Courtesy www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/articles)

Republicans, like Nixon (right),
pictured with Mao Zedong, might
be more inclined to worry about

trade than about China’s rights

record. (Photo: AP)

President Xi: China, Vietham Should
Value Positive Momentum In Relations

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R), meets with Dinh The
Huynh, a member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) and
executive secretary of the Secretariat of the CPV Central
Committee, in Beijing, capital of China, Oct. 20, 2016.
(Xinhua/Li Xueren)

BEIJING, Oct. 20 (Xinhua) -- President Xi Jinping
said China and Vietnam should value the positive
developments in their bilateral relationship, properly
handle disputes and expand cooperation.
Xi, who is also general secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, made the
remarks on Thursday while meeting Dinh The Huynh,
a member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV)
and executive secretary of the Secretariat of the CPV
Central Committee.
Xi said that with efforts from both sides, China-
Vietnam relations could maintain positive momentum
with good progress and cooperation across the board.
The two countries should continue their friendship,
maintain their current ties, properly handle disputes
and expand cooperation, he added.
Calling  the  two
countries "a community
of a shared future,”
Xi said closer
communication
between the CPC and
the CPV would help
them reach a strategic
Liu Yunshan (R), a member consensus.

of the Standing Committee He also urged the
of the Political Bureau of the li .

Communist Party of China two ry Ing parties
(CPC) Central Committee, holds t0 continue to share

talks with Dinh The Huynh, a theijr experience in

member of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the governance to enhance

Communist Party of Vietnam the abilities of both
(CPV) and executive secretary sides.
of the Secreta_riat of the ”(':PV Huynh said it was a
Central Committee, in Beijing, .
capital of China, Oct. 20, 2016. Consistent strategy
(Xinhua/Zhang Duo) and policy choice for

Vietnam and the CPV to strengthen friendship and
comprehensive cooperation between the two countries.
He said the Vietnamese side was willing to strengthen
political trust, make better use of cooperation systems
and enhance bilateral cooperation to promote the
sound and stable development of relations between the
two countries.

China-Vietnam Agreement Signals Regional
Shift In The South China Sea
Vietnam’s prime minister, Nguyen Xuan Phuc,
concluded a six-day state visit to China at the end of
last month that included meetings with President Xi
Jinping, Premier Li Kegiang and top legislator Zhang
Dejiang. Phuc also attended the China-ASEAN Expo
and China-ASEAN Business and Investment Summit
in Nanning and made a business-focused visit to Hong

g Vietnamese Prime Minister

o Nguyen Xuan Phuc meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping at the Great Hall of
the People, Beijing, Sept.
13, 2016 (Lintao Zhang by
photo via AP).

Kong. But the trip’s primary focus was deepening
economic and people-to-people ties, which have been
strained in recent years by spillover from China and
Vietnam’s disputes in the

China-Vietnam Trade Relations

understandably feel compelled to seek positive
relations with their northern neighbor where possible

Liu Yunshan, a member of

South China Sea.

During Phuc’s meetings in
Beijing, he and his Chinese
counterparts seemed eager
to de-emphasize those
South China Sea tensions in
order to pursue other areas
of cooperation. According
to the state-owned Xinhua
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the Standing Committee of
the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee,
held talks with Huynh
on Thursday afternoon,
l pledging to enhance party-
to-party  relations  and
& share experiences in Party
building and  national

= Vietnam Exports we China
= Vietnam Trade Deficit with China

news service, Xi assured
Phuc that “China and Vietham can manage their
differences and promote maritime cooperation through
friendly negotiations,” while Li said the two countries
should “maintain maritime stability, manage and
control disputes . . . and create conditions for the stable
development of bilateral ties.” But despite the flowery
words, the trip didn’t mark any real departure from
Hanoi’s recent South China Sea policy.

China’s geopolitical weight and its importance to
the Vietnamese economy mean that leaders in Hanoi

governance.

Liu said both countries should safeguard peace and
stability in the South China Sea region, properly
manage differences and push forward maritime
cooperation.

Huynh said Vietnam and China should appropriately
handle the South China Sea issue, maintain maritime
security and increase the friendly feelings of the people
to achieve the long-term healthy, stable development of
bilateral relationship. (Courtesy http://news.xinhuanet.
com/english)
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¥ In Texas,

“Ask me about the
AARP Auto
Insurance Program
from The Hartford'.”

Now available in your area!

This auto insurance is designed
exclusively for AARP members

- and is now available through your
local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE,
no-obligation quote:

713-777-6000
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