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“Today's News - Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /s

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | January 2, 2017 | John T. Robbins, Editor

China’'s President Xi Will Face Daunting Challenges In 2017

China's political landscape is undergoing tectonic
changes, with leaders waging an uphill campaign
against graft at home and seeking to redraw diplomatic
boundaries with its neighbors.

Vowing to catch both "small flies and big tigers", the
ruling Communist Party expended tremendous energy
last year targeting top officials for corruption.

The drive led by President Xi Jinping has so far
netted many of the nation's wrongdoers including
former security tsar Zhou Yongkang as well as others,
breaking a long-held tradition of not pursuing serving
or retired Politburo Standing Committee members.
How many more "tigers" are being pursued and will be
trapped and whether the anti-corruption crusade gains
or loses momentum are questions observers will be
studying this year. So far, the drive has already helped
Xi establish his authority and enlist public support
while elevating Xi himself to the pinnacle of historic
leadership

However, the government still faces widespread
discontent over the widening wealth gap and fears
about a slowdown in economic growth.

Then there is the choking air pollution. On some days
the skies clear briefly in Beijing, only to cloud again
after a short while.

Further afield, Xi touched down in a record number
of countries last year, offering funding for a series of
projects designed to secure China's ties with around
the world. However, China still has diplomatic
fences to mend with its neighbors, specifically Japan,

Compiled And

the Philippines and :
Vietnam, with whom
it is entangled in bitter
territorial disputes
as well as the U.S. [}
with its unpredictable [
president-elect Donald £
Trump.

No one to blame
Complicating  matters
even further, some
argue, is President Xi's
choice to put himself at
the center of all of the
government's decision
making, magnifying his authority to the point that
some say he is China's most powerful leader since Mao
Zedong and Deng Xiaoping.

Just recently, Xi was given a title that both of those men
previously shared, becoming China's "core" leader.
The push for more power was made in part, analysts
say, to ensure that reforms move ahead smoothly, but
some see resistance growing to Xi and his heavy-
handed approach.

And now - if and when things go wrong - he is likely
to face more criticism.

"The danger is that if anything goes wrong with the
economy, he can't really blame China's prime minister,
Li Keqiang, like he could have done in the past," said
Jean-Pierre Cabestan, a political science professor
at Hong Kong Baptist University. "Now, he needs to
take responsibility for everything that happens in the
country."

Reform resistance

Over the past three-and-a-half years, Xi has rolled out
ambitious reform plans, but many remain stalled. And
the longer they do, the worse it could get for China's
economy.

Xi's expansive anti-corruption drive, that has targeted
more than a million party members, won the central
government public support, but led to pushback from
local governments.

Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Cabestan says the anti-
corruption  campaign
has  created  much
suspicion in China's
bureaucracy and many
officials do nothing
instead of  pushing
through reforms.

"The more general
7| political atmosphere has
f| become more tense, the
oppression of dissidents,
the more control and
oversight of the party,
~ in the universities, in
society and over the media" he says. "People are much
more worried and we can feel some opposition within
the party to these very conservative drives which have
been initiated and promoted by Xi Jinping."
Leadership reshuffle

It is unlikely, however, that China's paramount leader
will have the time over the coming year to address any
of those concerns or launch any bold initiatives, says
Willy Lam, an expert on elite Chinese politics.
Tension is not what Chinese leaders want going
into a party congress, the most important event on
China's political calendar every five years. And that is
happening in 2017.

"This is the year not actually for rolling out new
initiatives, but for stabilizing the minds of the public,
nurturing consensus and also promoting harmony
among different factions within the party," Lam says.
In late 2017, a reshuffle of the party's top leadership,
including the Politburo Standing Committee, will take
place. Xi will be up for re-election as party chairman
and is expected to expand his control further by
weeding out other members who are not seen as being
close to him. Whether that will lead to more robust
reforms is uncertain.

The Trump factor

Since he was elected, Donald Trump has already
shocked China's leaders, becoming the first U.S.

president or president-elect to speak directly with the
president of Taiwan, Tsai Ing-wen. He's also questioned
the "One China" policy, a position that was key in the
establishment of relations between Washington and
Beijing.

And that doesn't even touch on the trade measures
Trump says he will pursue in office, ranging from
heavy import tariffs to the naming of China as a
currency manipulator.

Zhang Lifan, a Chinese historian and commentator,
says Beijing's leadership faces serious challenges.
He also notes that key members of the World Trade
Organization have grown tired of China's communist
leaders playing games with the global trade body's
rules to enrich the party and expand its political power.
And now there is a push to use rules to sanction China.
Trump's election raises the possibility that China's
economy could face a crisis, slump sharply or even
collapse, Zhang says.

"If that happens, social instability could come next,"
Zhang says. "And if there is social-economic instability
and turmoil, that could lead to domestic political crisis
as well. They are all connected."

Zhang says it is possible that Trump's strategy is
targeting the party's weaknesses and that the ability of
China's top leader to make compromises will be key
going forward as Xi looks to maintain his power, the
party's leadership and avoid any disruptive mistakes.
"However, based on his personality, characteristic
ideological resolve," Zhang adds, "One cannot rule
out the possibility that he could make mistakes. (http://
www.chinanationalnews.com)

Chinese Will Celebrate The New Year Of The Rooster On January 28

Huge ‘Trump Rooster’ Statue Attracts Customers
At Mall In Chinese City Of Taiyuan

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Agiantrooster sculpture resembling President-elect Donald
J. Trump outside a shopping mall in Taiyuan, China. The
statue was built to celebrate the coming Year of the Rooster
in the Chinese lunar calendar. (Photo/CreditAgence France-
Presse-Getty Images)

SHANXI, China - A giant rooster statue resembling
the U.S. president-elect has appeared outside of a
shopping mall in the city of Taiyuan, the capital of
northern China's Shanxi Province.

President-elect Donald J. Trump’s golden quiff, bushy
eyebrows and preening gestures were immortalized
this week in China— though perhaps not in a way that
he would like.

The Trump-inspired statue appears to have struck a
chord with the public who are flocking to view the
sculpture.

The giant rooster sculpture sports Trump’s signature
hairstyle, facial expression and hand gestures.

The statue, which was installed outside a shopping
mall in the northern Chinese city of Taiyuan, was built
to celebrate the coming Year of the Rooster in the
Chinese lunar calendar and comes less than a month
before Mr. Trump’s inauguration. It is 23 feet tall.

Relations between Washington and Beijing have been
especially jittery in recent weeks. The tension is due
in large part to Mr. Trump, who belittled China during
his presidential campaign and caused a diplomatic stir
this month by making clear that he views the central
basis for diplomatic relations between Washington and
Beijing —known as the One China policy — as up for
negotiation.

But reaction to the rooster on Chinese social media
was light and full of positive emoji.

Global Times, a state-run tabloid, said on Tuesday that

onlookers in Taiyuan, the capital of Shanxi Province,
had praised the statue as a “perfect blend of Chinese
and Western cultures.”

“It’s not bad looking,” Zhang Guogiang, an employee
at the Yihui Japanese Restaurant at the North America
N1 Art Shopping Center, where the statue is, said by
telephone on Thursday.

The designer of the sculpture said its egg-shaped body
and golden Trump-like hair deliver the message of
“getting rich,” according to Phototimes, a social media
news outlet run by Tencent.

The egg is a symbol of fertility and prosperity in
Chinese culture.

More Fowl Play From Chinese Media

In November, photos by a Chinese journalist of a golden
pheasant with a blond pompadour and a red body circulated
widely on social media and were published online by
People’s Daily, the Communist Party’s main newspaper.
The bird, which lives in a safari park in the eastern city of
Hangzhou, became a star attraction there and a muse for
Hsiaohan Chen, a political cartoonist in Taipei.
Meanwhile, an e-commerce site is selling replicas of
the statue.

“The design is very special,” Taobao owner Wei Wei
told the South China Morning Post.

“It is the year of rooster, and Trump is about to take
office. We have named it the Inflatable Trump Rooster.”
A similar occurrence was reported in November, when
a golden pheasant in a zoo in Hangzhou became viral
on social media after a visitor noticed that its swept-
back blond hair and piercing blue eyes looked like
Trump's.

China and the U.S. have seen tensions escalate
following Trump's unexpected victory.

The Republican has ruffled feathers in Beijing
following a series of tweets and statements over the
course of the last month and a half.

Trump will be sworn in on January 20, a week before
the Chinese celebrate the new year of the rooster on
January 28 according to the zodiac. (Courtesy http://
www.chinanationalnews.com)

HONG KONG — President-elect Donald J. Trump’s
golden quiff, bushy eyebrows and preening gestures
were immortalized this week in China— though
perhaps not in a way that he would like.

They appeared on a giant rooster statue, just above
some three-toed feet and a blood-red wattle that hangs
below a gilded nose and mouth.

The statue, which was installed outside a shopping
mall in the northern Chinese city of Taiyuan, was built
to celebrate the coming Year of the Rooster in the
Chinese lunar calendar and comes less than a month
before Mr. Trump’s inauguration. It is 23 feet tall.
Relations between Washington and Beijing have been
especially jittery in recent weeks. The tension is due
in large part to Mr. Trump, who belittled China during
his presidential campaign and caused a diplomatic stir

this month by making clear that he views the central
basis for diplomatic relations between Washington and
Beijing —known as the One China policy — as up for
negotiation.

But reaction to the rooster on Chinese social media
was light and full of positive emoji.

Global Times, a state-run tabloid, said on Tuesday that
onlookers in Taiyuan, the capital of Shanxi Province,
had praised the statue as a “perfect blend of Chinese
and Western cultures.”

“It’s not bad looking,” Zhang Guogiang, an employee
at the Yihui Japanese Restaurant at the North America
N1 Art Shopping Center, where the statue is, said by
telephone on Thursday.

Inflatable “Trump chicken” replicas were on sale
at Taobao, an online shopping bazaar, with a 32-

foot version
advertised  for
$1,725.

Casey Latiolais, |!

that he was also surprised when the statue was “sort
of bipartisanly looked at as funny” by his friends and
family — including his parents, who voted for Mr.
Trump.

It was not the first time since the American presidential
election that people in China had likened Mr. Trump to
a bird with notable hair.

WRITE A COMMENT

In November, photos by a Chinese journalist of a
golden pheasant with a blond pompadour and a red
body circulated widely on social media and were
published online by People’s Daily, the Communist
Party’s main newspaper. The bird, which lives in a
safari park in the eastern city of Hangzhou, became a
star attraction there and a muse for Hsiaohan Chen, a
political cartoonist in Taipei.

an illustrator &%
and animator
in Seattle, said
in a telephone
interview that he

completed  the
design in early
November  for

Beijing Reliance
Commercial
Land, areal estate
company that had
contacted  him
through Behance,
a website where
artists post their

portfolios.  Mr.
Latiolais said
the company

had asked only
for a statue to
commemorate
the Year of the
Rooster and did
not mention Mr.
Trump.

Mr. Latiolais,
30, declined to
comment on why
he had given the
rooster  Trump-
like features. But
he said he had
been  surprised
by the size of
the final product,
which is made of
fiberglass.

“This was way
more yuge than
I expected,” he
wrote on Twitter.
Mr. Latiolais said
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