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Nine Provinces And Municipalities In Northern And Central Regions Still Plagued By Choking Air Pollution

Heavy Smog Continues To Choke China’s Heartland

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Passengers walk at the Hefei Railway Station in fog-bound Hefei,

Anhui province, on Tuesday. (Photo: Xinhua)

Choking smog continued to blanket a vast area of the
mainland, disrupting schools and traffic on the second
day of the new year.

Nine provinces and municipalities in the northern and
central regions, including the area comprising Beijing,
Tianjin and Hebei as well as Shan-dong, Shaanxi and
Henan provinces, were engulfed by heavy air pollution.
After pollution made Beijing’s air quality index
(AQI) fly off the chart on the first day of the new year,
residents got to breathe less toxic air for only a few
hours before conditions got worse again on Monday
night, according to the national meteorological agency.
Beijing recorded an AQI close to or above 500, the top
of the scale, on Sunday. Cold air helped disperse the
smog on Monday morning, but the effect was short
lived.

The capital raised its orange alert for air pollution on
December 30 and has extended it until \Wednesday.
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The pollution disrupted traffic over the three-day New
Year’s holiday. The toll station near the capital on the
Beijing-Hong Kong-Macau expressway reported numerous
stationary vehicles, making the highway around the station
look like a car park. Several highways in Henan were closed
due to low visibility, which had dropped down to as -little
as 50 metres in some parts of the province.

An orange alert is the second-highest level on
a four-tier warning system. Heavily polluting
vehicles and trucks carrying construction waste
are banned from roads and some manufacturing
firms have cut production.
Kindergartens, middle and primary schools in
Zhengzhou, the provincial capital, were to be
closed today. Similar measures were taken in
Xian, the capital of Shaanxi province.
The Ministry of Environmental Protection
revealed on Sunday that some businesses had
broken rules about cutting production during
smog alerts.
People complained about the severe pollution on
social media. “Taking a fresh breath of smog, it
has a familiar smell,” one user said on China’s
version of Twitter, Weibo.
“This kind of environmental problem closely related to
our daily life will not be solved by the inaction of the
government and the Communist Party,” another Weibo
user wrote. (Courtesy www.scmp.com/news/china)
Related

China’s Airports Brace For Disruption

As Red Alert Raised For Severe Fog
Flights may be affected, highways closed as Beijing,
Tianjin, Hebei and other regions to be shrouded in
thick fog with visibility falling below 50 metres
Travellers to northern and eastern China are set to
face massive disruptions in air and road traffic as the
country on Tuesday issued a red alert for severe fog.
The red alert — the highest level in China’s three-tier
system of yellow, orange and red warnings for fog —
means visibility may fall below 50 metres within two
hours.

Travellers to northern and eastern China face massive
disruptions in air and road traffic as red alert for severe
fog is issued by the government.

A large part of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei would be
shrouded in thick fog from Tuesday to Wednesday, the
national observatory said. Other provinces including
Henan, Shandong, Anhui and Jiangsu would also be
affected.
Airports in those regions are bracing to suspend flights
and highways might also be closed.
The observatory warned drivers in affected regions to
slow down and airports, highways and ports to take
necessary safety measures.
Heavy smog back to choke northern China over
three-day New Year holidayThe red alert for fog is
being issued as Beijing and other surrounding regions
continue to reel from severe smog, with air quality
index going off the charts in some areas on Sunday.
An orange alert for smog is still in effect in northern,
eastern and central China. Hundreds of flights in those
regions were suspended on Sunday. (Courtesy www.
scmp.com/news/china)
Related

What Exactly Is Causing China’s Toxic

Smog?

As thick, choking, toxic smog continues to envelop
large parts of China, long-suffering Chinese residents
have raised the question of what exactly is causing the
terrible air pollution.
Have the country’s eco-friendly wind farms slowed air
circulation, making it harder for smog to disperse, and
has switching to natural gas contributed more harmful
particles to the air than the use of coal?
These are the burning questions that Chinese social
media users have raised over the past few days as
residents across northern China endure the smog that
is laying siege to a seventh of the country.

The apocalyptic scene along Beijing’s 5th Ring Road
during morning rush hour on Monday. Photo: Reuters

Some critics
believe the
government’s
measures taken

to counter air
pollution have
instead worsened
its problems, but
scientists say this
is not the case.
The burning of
coal is the biggest
factor contributing to northern China’s smoggy
conditions, according to Professor Chai Fahe, a
researcher with the Chinese Research Academy of
Environmental Sciences.

Speaking at a press meeting organised by the Ministry
of Environmental Protection on Tuesday, Chai said
emissions from burning coal in Beijing, Tianjin and
Hebei — the most developed regions in northern China
— were five times the national average.

The situation would worsen in winter, as many urban
communities and rural families in those regions also
relied on coal for heating, he said.

To reduce the country’s reliance on coal-fired power
plants, the government set up large-scale wind farms.
Most of the wind turbines are located in grasslands in
Hebei and Inner Mongolia to the north of Beijing, and
sit across a major stream of cold air from Siberia.

A cyclist rides along a street in
Liaocheng, Shandong province, on
Tuesday. Photo: Reuters

A woman wearing a mask walks along a bridge in Tianjin
on Monday. Photo: Reuters

A recent study found that near-surface wind speeds
in Beijing had declined significantly, from 3.7 metres
per second in the 1970s to just 3 metres per second
presently.

Xu Dexiang, a researcher with the Chinese Academy
of Meteorological Sciences, said wind farms could
indeed affect the movement of ground air, according to
studies conducted both in China and abroad. (Courtesy
www.scmp.com/news/china)

China’s Smog Knocks Two Years Off Life Expectancy: International Eneray Agency

Report: Air Pollution Claims 350,000 Lives A Year In China

Thick Smog Covers Beijing, December 2013. (CNS Photo)

In a recent article published in the Lancet, Chinese
experts claim that air pollution causes at least
350,000 premature deaths in China every year, reports
Guangzhou's 21st Century Business Review.

The article entitled, “China Tackles the Health Effects
of Air Pollution,” was published in the Lancet, the
world's most authoritative medical journal, on Dec. 14
last year, and was written by experts such as former
health minister of China, Chen Zhu, and Wang Jinnan,
director of Environmental Planning Institute and
the Chinese Research Academy of Environmental
Sciences.

Based on two previous reports made by the World
Bank and World Health Organization, the report
concluded that air pollution causes 350,000 to 500,000
premature deaths on the mainland a year. The new
figures are much lower than those of a previous article,
Global Burden of Disease Study 2010, published in the
Lancet in Dec. 13, 2012.

The 2012 article, based on research from 488
researchers at 303 institutes across 50 countries,
suggested that air pollution with PM2.5 particles in
2010 caused 1.2 million deaths and a loss of 25 million
healthy years of life from the population. PM2.5 are
airborne particles measuring less than 2.5 microns in
diameter, which can pose health risks.

People Walking Streets Of Beijing

The previous report did not overestimate the number
of deaths caused by air pollution, said Dr Yang
Gonghuan, deputy director general of the Chinese
Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, who was
also one of the report's authors. He said that its data

Compiled And Edited By John T. bins, News&Review Editor

included research on particle matter less than 2.5
micrometers in size as well as PM10 particles, whereas
the new report focuses mainly on PM10.
Studies regarding the influence of air pollution on
health have been hampered by a lack of direct evidence,
the paper said. The amount of particle matter less than
2.5 micrometers in size was unclear between 2007 and
2010 due to lack of monitoring data, said Wang Wuyi,
chairman of the International Geographical Union's
health and environment committee. He added that
China will be able to obtain comprehensive data on the
PM2.5 particles across the country in 2016.
However, reports have shown fine particles less than
2.5 micrometer have become the fourth largest danger
to public health, while the lung cancer mortality rate
between 2004 and 2005 was 464.8% higher than that
between 1973 and 1975. Meanwhile, the recent report
suggests that China can prevent an annual 200,000
premature deaths caused by air pollution if it reduced
the amount of PM10 fine particles in cities to 40 ug/
m3.
Related

China Reveals Multi-Pronged Air Pollution

Battle Plan

China has vowed to use a multi-pronged approach
to tackle the country's air pollution, according to a
government action plan recently unveiled.
China aims to cut its total coal consumption to below
65 percent of its total primary energy use by 2017,
part of the country's efforts to accelerate adjusting
its energy structure and increase clean energy supply,
says the plan, the full text of which is publicized on the
central government's official website.
New projects set to be constructed in the Beijing-
Tianjin-Hebei region and both the Yangtze Delta and
the Pearl River Delta regions will be banned from
setting up their own coal-fired power plants, it says.

By 2017, the total capacity of China's nuclear power
reactors in operation will reach 50 million kilowatts,
and the share of non-fossil fuel energy will be raised to
13 percent in overall primary energy use, it adds.
Under the plan, the country is also eyeing a roughly
20-percent cut in energy consumption per unit of
industrial value added by 2017, compared to 2012.
(Courtesy Xinhua)

——HAPPY NEW YEAR——
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