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3.000 MemberS Of The Global Business And Political Elite Attend Summit

Chinese President Makes Opening Plenary Address At WEF,
Warns No One Will Benefit From Tit-For-Tat Trade Controls

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Chinese President Xi Jinping

DAVOS, Switzerland - Chinese President Xi Jinping is
leading a Chinese delegation of over 100 officials and
several business executives to the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, which commences
Tuesday.

Some 3,000 member of the business and political elite
- chief executives, investors, bankers, consultants,
central bankers, politicians and celebrities - will be in
Davos this week for the elite event which is themed
"Responsive and Responsible Leadership."

The World Economic Forum has this year proposed
a shift in policymaking to "respond more effectively
to the insecurity and inequality accompanying
technological change and globalization."

Its main recommendation is that governments make
improving living standards one of their key goals.

It says most countries are "missing important
opportunities to raise economic growth and reduce
inequality at the same time," going on to say that
measurements such as life expectancy, productivity
and poverty rates should be priorities.

Marking a major shift at an event gathering the world's
elite that started nearly a half-century ago among
Europeans and Americans, the power of China is
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clearly visible to all this time round.

Jinping, made the opening plenary address on Tuesday
to political and business leaders, a speech that was
highly anticipated, where he was expected to outline
China's approach to global issues and talk about
"inclusive" globalization.

His vision of China's role in the evolving global
geopolitical structure is, in particular, evincing much
interest.

There was speculation on whether Jinping will mention
Donald Trump who will be sworn in later this week,
especially in the backdrop of a possible trade war
between the United States and China, coupled with
a strengthening dollar, which are among the biggest
threats to a brightening global economic outlook.
Prior to the event, Steve Tsang, director of SOAS China
Institute in London, said, “People will be asking, 'Will
he say anything about Trump?' He would want to play
his cards close to his chest at this stage. It would not
make sense for him to say anything about Trump at the
moment."

Speaking at the summit, Jinping said that economic
globalization has powered worldwide growth and
should not be blamed for the world's problems.

He said, “It is true that economic globalization created
new problems but this is no justification to write off
economic globalization altogether. Rather we should
adapt to and guide economic globalization, cushion

its negative impacts and deliver its benefits for all
countries."

Chinese President Xi Jinping Speaking At The World
Economic Forum In Davos, Switzerland

Attacking the anti-globalization rhetoric that brought
about Brexit and Trump’s victory in the U.S., he
warned that tit-for-tat trade controls would benefit no
one, stating "no one would emerge as a winner in a
global trade war."

He added, “Pursuing protectionism is just like locking
one's self in a dark room. Wind and rain might be kept
outside but so are light and air.”

Not just in China, worldwide there is a sense of
uncertainty surrounding the presidency of Donald
Trump, who will be inaugurated on the final day of the
forum, whose victory was a slap at the principles that
elites in Davos have long held dear, from globalization
and free trade to multilateralism.

"Regardless of how you view Trump and his positions,
his election has led to a deep, deep sense of uncertainty
and that will cast a long shadow over Davos," said
Jean-Marie Guehenno, CEO of International Crisis
Group, a conflict resolution think-tank.

Moises Naim of the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace was even more direct, "There is a
consensus that something huge is going on, global and
in many respects unprecedented. But we don't know
what the causes are, nor how to deal with it."

Meanwhile, besides powerhouse China, Russia will
also be represented by two deputy prime ministers and
dozens of business leaders attending the gathering.
British Prime Minister Theresa May will also be
present. But Germany's Angela Merkel, a Davos
regular, will not.

On Monday, WEF Founder Klaus Schwab noted this
year's event is "not just a Western meeting." One-third
of the participants are from the emerging world —
including the largest-ever delegations from China and
India, Schwab said.

Besides political leaders, pop songstress Shakira will
be present, follow in the footsteps of previous attendee
Bono to be recognised for her work promoting early
childhood learning in Colombia.

Actor Matt Damon will also launch a new clean water
campaign with Stella Artois. (Courtesy http://www.
chinanationalnews.com)

With A Middle Class Demanding Action, It’s Time For Harsher Penalties For Polluters,

More Public Debate And Government Leadership

Beijing Needs To Declare "War" On Smog
And Learn From Other Countries’

By Guest Writer Wang Xiangwei, Former Editor-In-Chief Of The South China Morning Post
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Typical Street Scene In Many Of China's Major Cities Today

As the saying goes, to solve a problem, one must
realise the problem exists. Therefore, to overcome
procrastination, one must first realise they are
procrastinating.

But watching the mainland government dawdle, delay
and even avoid dealing with the increasingly toxic
smog that often blankets vast areas of the country,
affecting hundreds of millions of people, proves that
this very simple problem-solving technique has eluded
Chinese officials.

Back in March 2005, then premier Wen Jiabao (i
9#7) declared in his annual work report that the
government’s goal was to enable people to breathe
fresh air and drink clean water. Attracting thunderous
applause from the Great Hall of the People and
broadcast live on national television, it was the first
time in recent decades that a Chinese leader had made
such a pledge in a key document.

WHY OBSESSING OVER GDP IS NO LONGER
IN CHINA’'S BEST INTERESTS

That promise,
however, proved
to be a one-off,
not the least
because by the

end of 2005, there
was already a
massive chemical
contamination

of the rivers in

the northeastern
provinces of Jilin ( &4 ), Heilongjiang (FREIL) and
Guangdong, affecting millions of people. Also since
then, that pledge — particularly the part about enabling
people to breathe fresh air — has been conspicuously
missing from annual government work reports.
Whenever there were natural disasters or industrial
accidents that caused fatalities in the mainland, state
media would waste no time in playing up top leaders’
swift reactions. More often, leaders themselves would
rush to the scenes to show they put the people first.
TOP CHINA ISSUES TO WATCH IN 2017

But as air pollution has intensified across the country,
contributing to the deaths of about one million people
each year (about 3,000 people a day), according to
various credible studies, top Chinese leaders have

A Man Walks In Ritan Park In Beijing
Wearing A Full Facemask For
Protection Against Toxic Smog

Vehicles move along a highway in Beijing, China, as a
toxic haze descends on the city, shrouding buildings and
triggering an exodus of residents who seek to avoid the
smog. Photo: Bloomberg

been reticent to speak publicly on the issue. This could
partly be attributed to concerns that their otherwise rapt
attention might raise public expectations on an issue
for which the government cannot provide immediate
solutions. Worse still, it could stoke social unrest.
Indeed, reports suggest it took London and Los
Angeles some 30 years to clean up their air pollution.
And for China, the most optimistic forecast has been
that the country would see air pollution ease by 2030
at the earliest. But procrastination is making things
worse.

Anecdotal evidence shows that concerns about air
pollution have contributed to overseas migration of the
elites and, more recently, middle class families, thus
worsening the massive outflow of capital.

Even more
ominous is the lack
of a comprehensive
national strategy or
determination from
top leaders to curb
air pollution, which
has contributed to
widespread anger
among mainlanders

A woman walks through Beijing
wearing a face mask as pollution
whose patience with and a toxic smog descends on the
city. Photo: AP

smog is wearing
thin. Online petitions for more drastic government
action have been growing, especially among middle
class residents who often travel overseas and make
easy comparisons. It is these mounting frustrations
that could potentially contribute to the very social
unrest that officials are trying to avoid.

To be fair, the mainland’s leadership under President
Xi Jinping (ZL7F) has shown greater zeal in tackling
environmental degradation by making environmental
protection a national priority and by promising to
ratify the Paris Agreement on climate change.

With much of China’s air pollution caused by the
large-scale burning of coal and inefficient industries
such as cement, iron and steel, the government has
invested trillions of yuan into renewable power

generation. It has
also committed
2.5 trillion yuan
over the next five
years to shift the
country away
from coal power
and onto cleaner
fuels. Meanwhile,
Xi is pushing
ahead with his
supply-side
structural reforms
to reduce excess capacity in high-polluting industries.
While those efforts sound grand and may eventually
bear fruit, the everyday mainland citizen is yet to see
or feel an impact, particularly after the return of heavy
smog this winter.

What has greatly contributed to that helpless feeling
is a lack of effective monitoring or enforcement on
the ground — local officials
are widely known to assist
polluters to skirt regulations
and ward off investigators.

Face masks sold alongside food and

beverages near Tiananmen Square in

Beijing as the capital is blanketed by
heavy smog last week. (Photo: AP)

effective implementation
of the rules. Other
countries  that have
made similar changes
have shown that more
transparency and public
participation helps to
rally opinions, and does

A Chinese policeman wearing

not bring instability. a protective face mask in
More importantly, Tiananmen Square in Beijing
Chinese leaders must 23S thick toxic smog hits the

. . city. Photo: AP
stick their own necks y

out by leading the charge against air pollution. In this
country’s rigid bureaucracy, leading by example has
always been the best way to move things forward.
For a start, the mainland government could set up a
national special committee to declare war on smog and
kick start the national debate.

Surely, enabling the Chinese people to breathe fresh air
is a key part of the Chinese dream.

It was only in recent years
that the central government
started encouraging closer
regional  cooperation  to
combat air pollution, whereas
previously and ineffectively,
it was up to each individual
city to take their own action.
WHY CHINA SHOULD
FOLLOW TRUMP’S
EXAMPLE AND CUT
TAXES

To help turn around this
dire situation, the mainland
leadership must learn from
other countries, such as
Britain and Japan. First
and foremost, it should
pass tougher laws to make
polluters truly pay. Last year,
environmental ~ watchdogs
reportedly collected fines
totaling 4.25 billion yuan,
with each fine averaging less
than 44,000 yuan, which was
pitiful.

Secondly,  the  central
government  must  lift
restrictions on the media

and non-government INTERNATIGHAL o G
. . TRADE (ENT[I?) %

organisations  to  boost

monitoring, encourage '

public debate on health

and regulation, and ensure
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