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An Area Of The Disputed South China Sea Territory

A critical and early Chinese test of U.S. resolve
is likely to come in the South China Sea, where
Washington has struggled to respond effectively to
assertive Chinese behavior. Enduring U.S. interests—
freedom of navigation and overflight, support for
the rules-based international order, and the peaceful
resolution of disputes—are at risk in the region. U.S.
goals to uphold regional alliances and partnerships,
defend international rules and norms, and maintain
a productive relationship with China remain valid.
China has seized the initiative in the South China Sea,
however, and the United States needs to revamp its
strategy to reverse current trends and escape the trap of
reactive and ineffectual policymaking.

U.S. responses to China’s South China Sea activities
have been insufficient to alter China’s behavior and
have fed the narrative that China is pushing the United
States out of the region. Countering China’s efforts
has become a key test of perceived U.S. commitment
to many in the region. If Chinese coercion goes
unchallenged by the United States, it will send a
dangerous signal about the strength of the U.S. alliance
system and lessen the appeal of the United States as a
security partner.

To counter China’s efforts to control the South China
Sea, the United States needs a sustainable strategy to
bolster its own capabilities, work more effectively with
capable allies and partners, and strengthen the regional
order. To this end, the new administration should
perform an early, top-down, and thorough strategic
review to enable greater consistency and effectiveness
in U.S. South Chma Sea pollcy
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1 As the new
administration
| sets out to
| revamp U.S.
strategy in
the South
| China Sea, it
4 should  keep
+| the following
guidelines  in
mind.  These
{ guidelines are
excerpted from

: : the January 25,
= ol 2017,  CSIS
: .m'“;n ;? Y report The

South  China
Sea—Some
Fundamental Strategic Principles, which was drafted
in collaboration with other Asia colleagues at CSIS—
Dr. Michael Green, Dr. Zack Cooper, Bonnie Glaser,
Andrew Shear, and Greg Poling. You can read the full
report here.

Pursue Deterrence and Cooperation
Simultaneously

Although Chinese cooperation is necessary to address
some regional and global issues—such as North
Korea’s belligerent behavior and climate change—
the United States should not be held hostage by
concerns that a more robust deterrence strategy will
thwart bilateral cooperation. Any temptation to alter
U.S. policies in the South China Sea to preserve
cooperation with China in other areas is unnecessary
and potentially counterproductive. Cooperation on
areas of shared interest is important not only to the
United States, but also to China.

U.S. leaders should not be afraid of tension in the U.S.-
China relationship. The United States can stand firm
on its principles and deter China from undermining

The South Chlna Sea Terrltory

the regional order
while maintaining
a productive
relationship. Giving
ground on vital
interests in  Asia
will not encourage
greater cooperation
on global issues.
Instead, perceptions
of weakness may encourage leaders in Beijing to
embrace more assertive behavior. In short, adopting
a more robust deterrence approach need not prevent
cooperation that is in the interests of both countries.
Adopt Consistent and Sustainable Policies
and Messages

The new administration should issue clear and
consistent strategic messages, since inconsistent
articulation of the objectives of the rebalance strategy
has caused confusion in China and among allies
and partners. In particular, shifting explanations for
how the United States will manage China’s rising
power and influence—along with the military-heavy
implementation of the rebalance—have exacerbated
suspicions that Washington seeks to contain Beijing’s
rise.

Inconsistent messaging and policies—including
on freedom of navigation and routine presence
operations—have also led to confusion in the region.
The new administration should provide authoritative
explanations of these operations and not alter their
schedule in response to Chinese pressure. Moving
forward, freedom of navigation and routine presence
operations should be executed on a regular basis
to demonstrate U.S. resolve to fly, sail, and operate
wherever international law allows. While consistency
in U.S. messaging and policy execution is important,
it should be balanced by carefully calculated
unpredictability in operations and tactics to prevent
Beijing from becoming overly confident in its ability
to anticipate U.S. reactions.

Expand the Policy Toolkit

U.S. policy in the South China Sea has been
overly reliant on military options, which may not
always be the most effective response. Diplomatic,
informational, legal, and economic responses are
currently underrepresented in U.S. China policy,
and their incorporation into the policy toolkit will be
important for successfully dissuading China over the
long term. For example, targeted sanctions on Chinese
companies involved in destabilizing activities could be
considered. The United States has leverage over China
in areas not directly related to the South China Sea and
may have to consider using or threatening to use these
tools to stabilize the regional order.

Reinvigorate Engagement with Allies and
Partners

The United States should intensify capacity-building
efforts with allies
and partners to
improve their
ability to resist

o Chinese coercion.
Successful
capacity-building
| efforts will allow
Southeast Asian
states to better
help themselves,
bolstering deterrence against low-level Chinese
coercion and allowing the U.S. military to focus more
on deterring high-level contingencies. To facilitate
capacity building, Washington should preserve
regional defense relationships while recognizing

that the ability of the United States to partner with
frontline states depends on their cooperation and
adherence to good governance and human rights.

The United States has several enduring advantages
that make regional states continue to seek it out as
the security partner of choice, including the world’s
best military, high favorability ratings in most local

Chinese Student Learns About the
South China Sea Dispute

Chinese navy on maneuvers in the
South China Sea

populations, and a less threatening foreign policy than
that of China. Given these advantages, Washington can
afford to focus on the long game in Asia, confident that
Chinese adventurism is likely to push many states to
turn to the United States for support.
Maintain a Principled Position on Disputes
The long-standing U.S. position that it takes no position
on sovereignty disputes over land features in the South
China Sea, while insisting that these disputes be
resolved in a peaceful fashion and in accordance with
international law, is sound and should be maintained.
This principled stand allows the United States to defend
its interests without embroiling itself in the murky
sovereignty claims at the heart of the South China Sea
dispute. Not taking a position on sovereignty allows the
United States to flexibly intervene in the South China
Sea to defend its interests and international rules and
norms, while undercutting Chinese attempts to paint
U.S. actions as a threat to Beijing’s sovereignty. Other
claimant states welcome U.S. involvement precisely
because Washington does not favor one claimant’s
territorial ambitions over those of the others.
Dr. Amy Searight is a senior adviser and director of
the Southeast Asia Program at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C.
Geoffrey Hartman is a fellow with the CSIS Southeast
Asia Program
The Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) is a private, tax-exempt institution focusing
on international public policy issues. Its research is
nonpartisan and nonproprietary. CSIS does not take
specific policy positions. Accordingly, all views,
positions, and conclusions expressed in this article are
solely those of the author(s). (Courtesy https://www.
csis.org/analysis/south-china-sea-guidelines-new-
administration)
Related

Is The U.S. On A Collision Course

With China?

The new US administration is heating up rhetoric
over the South China Sea with a promise to challenge
China's occupation of disputed islands+ . Beijing is
responding cautiously, appealing for calm and direct
negotiations involving claimants.
White House press
secretary Sean
Spicer said "the US
is going to make
sure that we protect
our interests there."

His comments

came just weeks

]a)fter 1d PFrFeSldeI}t U.S. Secretary of State, Rex
ona rump's Tillerson

pick for secretary

of state, Rex Tillerson, caused some consternation
when he told his Senate confirmation hearing that the
US should deny China access to its seven man-made
islands.

"So it's a question of if those islands are in fact in
international waters and not part of China proper,
then yes, we're going to make sure that we defend
international territories from being taken over by
one country," Spicer said. Pressed on whether that
means physically preventing China from accessing
the islands, he refused to answer, saying "I think as we
develop further, we'll have more information on that."
China immediately responded, with foreign affairs
spokeswoman Hua Chunying saying the US is not a
party to the disputes and should stay away. She again
insisted that China has "indisputable sovereignty" over
the South China Sea and is committed to safeguarding
it. She said China preserves freedom of navigation
in those waters — a concern the US has repeatedly
challenged as it stepped up its military presence in the
region.

The comments at the regular briefing in Beijing
were followed up by the most senior Foreign Affairs
spokesman on NBC News, who said "there might
be a difference" of opinion over the sovereignty of
these islands, "but it's not for the United States" to get

involved in.
"That's not international territories, that's Chinese
territories," said Lu Kang. "Countries have already
come back to the original agreement that maybe for
the time being we could set aside those sovereign
disputes, and focus on some joint developments, and
working together to maintain the peace and stability
in this region."

Analysts worry about escalation

The references by US officials to blocking China's
access to artificial islands have caused concern among
analysts about a potential for military escalation in the
South China Sea.
"If the US takes
actions  against
China's moves to

sea territories, it RSl
may result in a *:::;
serious military [EVEVEM
confrontation," Y& ‘
said Sun Hao, ;
an international White House press secretary Sean
relations expert at Spicer

the China Foreign

Affairs University in Beijing.

Teng Jianqun, a scholar at the China Institute of
International Studies, said he didn't believe the US
would follow through on the threat of a blockade,
saying "it's like announcing war. That would be
ridiculous."

"Both Tillerson and Spicer seem to be trying to show
China that the Trump administration will adopt a
tougher approach on the South China Sea, but it's
evident that they haven't yet developed a policy," said
Bonnie Glaser, senior adviser for Asia at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies. She said the Trump
administration needed to send "clear, consistent"
signals to China.

US to construct facilities in Philippines

The Philippines, the only US defense treaty ally
among the six claimants in the South China Sea, said
the US military will soon commence construction of
facilities to accommodate troops and equipment inside
Philippine army bases.

The five locations for US troops were chosen in a 2014
defense agreement and include air bases facing the
South China Sea. China has criticized the US military
presence in the Philippines.

Defense secretary
Delfin Lorenzana
said President
Rodrigo Duterte,

who has had a testy
relationship with
Washington and has
mended ties with
Beijing, was aware
of the impending
construction.

Still, Lorenzana said
his country should maintain neutrality as he expressed
fear of getting caught between the US and China
should Washington press ahead with blocking China's
access to Beijing-controlled islands.

"We might be caught in the middle if they do that.
We are very wary," he said. "In the first place, they
(Chinese) are already there. How can they (Americans)
prevent them from going there since they (Chinese) are
already there?"

He said the Philippines will deal with both the Chinese
"for the benefit of our people" and also with the
Americans "because we are still military allies."
Lorenzana said the Philippines was also discussing
reviving military exercises with Singapore, one of
Southeast Asian nations that has irked Beijing by
calling for the respect of an international arbitration
ruling that invalidated China's territorial claims.
(Courtesy timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us)

U.S. Flag flies in a parade in The
Philippines.

We

A very special lady needs your help in locating a viable
transplant liver donor. As part of Rolita Chang’s Team
of Cancer Advocates, we would like to introduce a very
beautiful person and her family to anyone reading this
appeal. Rolita is a mother of two lovely children — Kyle,
age 11, and Sarah, and age nine. She has been married to
her husband, David for 12 years, living in Houston, Texas,
where they successfully co-own and operate an Asian
fusion/Sushi restaurant. Through this restaurant, their
community, and through their Salem Lutheran church
family, Rolita and David have influenced many people
with their generosity and their giving nature. Rolita is
actively involved in many local charity events, and all
of us who know her have been richly blessed with her
helping hands and her genuine love.

In December 2015, Rolita was diagnosed with a liver
cancer known as HCC. She underwent resection surgery
in February 2016 and subsequent chemotherapy in June,
along with TACE treatments to successfully stave off the
cancer. However, these treatments will not be curative,
they are designed to prevent the cancer from spreading;
it has been determined that Rolita needs a liver transplant
to provide a cure and to restore her back to a healthy,
active lifestyle she enjoyed prior to this diagnosis. We will
address the specifics of Rolita's liver donor need after her
personal story below.

Rolita's Story

“ I'll never forget the day I heard these words: "Mrs.
Chang, the tumor in your liver looks like cancer. It is
called HCC." That was on December 14, 2015 after an
abnormal routine scan. I tried to be optimistic over the
next weekend; the word cancer was not in my thoughts.
After battling cancer with my beloved dad just seven
years ago, I never thought this day would come. My
world collapsed. The following series of scans, lab works
and appointments were all a blur; I was completely lost.
How am I going to tell the kids? Who is going to take care
of them? How about David, the business and everything
else? How is my body going to handle all the treatments?
Eventually, I was told I needed a transplant. I fought that
idea because I was so afraid of the post-transplant life and
medications. I am energetic, outgoing, love living and

Need Your Help - Liver Donor Needed

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

cannot see myself being limited by
a transplant.

With God's grace, I went to MD
Anderson and had a resection in
February. I was told I was cancer free
after surgery, a victory we celebrated
for just 4 short months. During
that time I saw life as it should be,
enjoyed simple joy of just “being”,
and seeing what truly mattered to
me: my faith, my children, my family and my friends.
Sadly, reality set in once again as the doctors discovered
the return of the cancer on my follow up scans in June.
This time it is a much harder journey with roadblocks in
every corner. Due to the size of my original tumor, the
reoccurrance and the speed of the cancer growth, even
though I was re-listed on the transplant list, doctors were
not able to confirm my confirm my wait time.

1 know God is in control and He has plan for all of us. He
has already sent me many angels along the way to guard
and guide me. I will continue to lean on Him and follow
the pathway He has lighted for me.

Rolita Chang (r) and
her family

~ Rolita Chang
Liver Donor Needed
Rolita has been registered at the Methodist Transplant
Center here in Houston since August 2016. Because of the
size of the initial tumor and quick recurring, Methodist
was not able to increase her MELD score, a standard used
by the organ transplant network to prioritize transplant
recipients, and thus they were not able to confirm the
wait time. Methodist doctors suggested for her to seek
other regions where they have a shorter waitlist. After
a brief evaluation, she was listed at Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore in October 2016. However, her physicians at
MDA have stated that time is of the essence in managing
the unpredictable cancer, an early donor transplant to
orchestrate the complicated transplant graft process.
The current liver transplant process is strictly adhered
to, and does not support and accommodate patients in
Rolita’s condition — an otherwise healthy patient with
very few complications and no underlying conditions that
serve to move her to the top of the transplant list. So we

are looking toward the process of Designated Donation,
also called Directed Donation, or DD, which works in this
manner:

DD refers to the ability of a prospective donor to influence
the allocation process by identifying designated recipients.
This would be a partial DD in which the donor indicates
his/her wishes regarding the disposition of a particular
organ, leaving other organs to the general allocation pool.
Some people refrain from donation because they do not
know who will receive their organs. Reasons for wanting
to designate vary — donating to a family member or a close
friend in need, to a member of their community, or by
way of happenstance, such as this appeal that reaches their
heart and touches it in an inspiring way.

All of us who know, love and greatly admire Rolita believe
that somewhere this will reach a family in anguish who is
making a very tough decision regarding the impending
loss of a loved one. This family will find comfort in
knowing that their loved one’s organs will be cherished
and will be part of a young active patient who continues
to faithfully give back to her community in a very positive
and meaningful way.

As a member of Rolita’s family and strong community of
supporters, | have been on the end of such a decision; the
greatest joy was received in knowing that my beautiful
twin’s organs brought new life to someone who, without
that gift, would not be alive to watch the sunrise this
morning. So I am writing this appeal on behalf of Rolita’s
many friends; I am not asking for anything for which any
of us (or Rolita) would not give or have not already given
of ourselves.

How can YOU help?

First, prayers are deeply appreciated. We believe very
deeply in the power of prayer; the belief that God can truly
bless a patient in need of such a miracle is very strong in
our hearts. If you have the opportunity to pass this appeal
message on to churches and communities, we greatly
appreciate this gesture.

Rolita is 48 years old with blood type AB positive,
a universal recipient.

"Deceased donor" donations are appeals called
"Designated Donation" (or "DD"). With a "DD", the

family of a potential donor on life support (in an end-of-
life situation) directly indicates their wishes regarding
disposition of a certain organ to specific individuals,"DD",
the family of a potential donor on life support (in an end-
of-life situation) directly indicates their wishes regarding
disposition of a certain organ to specific individuals,
such as Rolita. Some people refrain from organ donation
because they do not want to sacrifice organs to someone
they do not personally know; knowing about the recipient
through personal appeals allows them to understand and
appreciate the far-reaching effects of their wonderful
gesture. It lets them know that such an altruistic and
caring measure touches the heart of this recipient (and
their families) in a very moving way.

Can you be on the lookout to see if there is anyone in your
community, your social network, church or business who
might be in the situation to have an interest in participating
in the Designated Donor process on Rolita’s behalf?

The opportunity for "live donors" is a potential aspect
that has been presented to Rolita by medical team
members in Johns Hopkins and Ochsner, currently living
donor transplant procedure is not available in Houston.
In such a donor, a large percent of the liver is removed
and transplanted. The liver is a very resilient organ, and
can regenerate after a section is surgically removed.
It typically grows back to near-original size in one to
two months. This opportunity is not possible without a
compassionate person who represents the best in the
human spirit, by volunteering to provide this beautiful gift
of themselves.

Would you consider becoming an organ donor by
requesting this on your driver license, or passing the
message on to a designated family member (a legal
“living will” is the fastest way to successfully allocate
such a wish). It is such a beautiful, meaningful gift of
life to someone who desperately needs such a gift to
survive. Last year there were almost 120,000 patients
in the transplant wait list and only about 31,000 was
transplanted.

Please contact: rolita.chang@newliverforlife.com
Subject Line: Website Inquiry Facebook:https://www.facebook.
com/search/top/?q=rolita%20chang

Email to:

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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