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personal fate, of course even less so on national fate.

This Chinese New Year occurs on January 28th, 2017,
Saturday, is a rooster year. In Chinese astrology, each zodiac year is not
just associated with an animal sign, but also one of five elements: Gold
(Metal), Wood, Water, Fire, or Earth. This year is a Fire Rooster, please
be aware that Fire Rooster is not turkey which has a negative
connotation. People born in the Fire Rooster year are said to be
trustworthy, with a strong sense of timekeeping and responsibility at
work. Some Chinese astrologers say that the Fire Rooster year will be a
powerful one, one should be decisive when it comes to moving forward
and when confronting love, money and business, best be practical and I
take well-proven paths to ensure success, rather than taking risk.
Naturally, not everyone will take seriously an astrological prediction on

Rather than believing in predictions based on zodiac, we can review a
few facts and make a rational forecast about economic outlook for the
year of rooster at least for China and the U.S. China's economy has been
slowing down in 2016 whereas the US economy is gingerly improving.

Significance of Chinese New Year - Year of Fire Rooster
(1-28-2017 to 2-15-2018)

Chinese New Year of course follows the Chinese lunar
(lunisolar) calendar. A month in Chinese calendar is 29 or 30 days
whereas a month in Gregorian calendar is 30 or 31 days, hence the
Chinese New Year will fall on different day each year on the Western
Calendar, but it will always fall between January 21st and February
20th. The Chinese zodiac, rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse,
goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig, is the classification scheme that
assigns an animal to each year in a repeating twelve-year cycle. The 12-
year cycle of Chinese zodiac is an approximation to the 11.86-year cycle
of Jupiter, the largest planet of the solar system. Its significance is that
each animal and its reputed attributes are used in a scheme to plan future
action of that year the animal represents in the 12-year cycle. This
Chinese zodiac is not only popular in China but it and its few variations
are still used in many Asian countries, including China, Vietnam,
Burma, Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Cambodia,
Laos and Thailand. The Buddhists all over the world also use this

Mainstream and Organic Views
Dr. Wordman

no. 1 business travel market. An earlier

Fire Rooster year.

Since tourism is a good indicator about economy, let's examine the data that
is available and make a projection. First, we find that the travel business in
China is quite vibrant. In the Gold Week (10/1-7/2016), the inbound trips
(domestic and international together) reached 589M people, a 12% increase
over 2015 and a 24% rise over 2014, and in money terms reaching $478.2B
RMB (2016) a 13.5% over $421B (2015). Moreover, the outbound travel
reached 59.3M people (1st Half 2016) a 4.3% increase over 2015 with a
3.9% increase projected for 2nd Half of 2016. Another report by World
Travel & Tourism Council, issued by CEO David Scowsill, has given
detailed data on how travel and tourism contributed to national GDP for 184
countries, in which it has shown that China's travel and tourism ranks no. 2
(2015) in absolute size with a growth rate ranked no. 10, projected for 2016.

Another piece of data can serve as a good indicator for the health
of economy is business travel. According to a report published by Global
Business Travel Association (GBTA), China's domestic business travel
market, 95% of total, is $291.2B in 2015 (14.2% increase and projected
12.1% increase in 2016) whereas the U.S. business travel is $290.2B
growing to $295.7B in 2016. At $291.2B, China has overtaken the U.S. as

statistics compiled by Germany (World Travel Trend Report, WTTR) in
2015 showed that the ranking of top four countries in outbound trips as: 1.
Germany, 2. The U.S., 3. The UK, and 4. China. If ranked by dollars spent
by outbound travels then they become: 1. The U.S., 2. China, 3. Germany,
and 4. UK. One may expect that when 2016 data becomes available, China
may have risen to no. 1 spot in outbound business travel and more certain in

n the week of rooster year eve (1/27/2017), a number of events
happened which might add significance to the Fire Rooster year. First, the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Theresa May, visited the U.S. to
have a meeting with President Trump. It was certain that they had a lot to
discuss, strategic alliance, NATO, Brexit, world issues including China and
Russia. The fact that PM Theresa May remembered in this week to take the
time to make a special public TV appearance to wish China and her people a
happy Fire Rooster year had to be considered as a positive thing for the year

of Rooster and particularly for China. The UK has always been conducting a
well thought out realist diplomacy; UK's closeness to China perhaps
motivated by China's investment and Chinese tourists visiting UK but
nevertheless positive for the world. PM May clearly stated in her well wish
message that as permanent members of UN Security Council, China and UK
will work together to solve world issues. In the eve of this Rooster year,
China was forced to contemplate how to interpret and react to President
Trump and his key cabinet members' hostile public remarks on China.
President Trump signed an executive order to build a border wall between
Mexico and the U.S. and expected Mexico to pay for it. It was no surprise
that President Enrique Pena Nieto of Mexico was upset and cancelled his
visit with Trump. How would the US-Mexico relation play out in the year of
Fire Rooster is anybody's guess but clearly sliding down on the first day of
Rooster year.

A New Year news that may possibly reduce the fireworks in the
year of Rooster is also worth mentioning. The Commission of Mainland
Affairs of Taiwan's Executive Yuan aired a video on TV wishing mainlanders
a blessed year of Rooster. The fact that the entire staff of the commission
were in the video making a warm greeting can only be interpreted as an olive
branch extended by the Taiwan government in the midst of the hostile air
between the U.S. and China created by the Trump team by suggesting that the
One China policy may be scrapped. Since China regards the One China
policy as the bed rock of the US-China relation and a redline defining China's
core interest, any action crossing that line may cause the Mainland to take
Taiwan by force. The warm greeting message offered by the Commission of
Mainland Affairs publicly is definitely a nice gesture in the New Fire Rooster
Year.

Finally, President Putin and President Trump deciding to have a
phone conversation on the Chinese New Year day, January 28, Saturday, may
also be a significant event. This phone call may initiate a new relationship
between the U.S. and Russia. This phone call may also set a new game rule
related to managing international order with or without China. Hence, the
year of Rooster will surely begin with suspense (an uncertain US China
policy, a new US-China-Russia trilateral relationship), resetting Europe
policy (UK Brexit and NATO fate) and tricky trade negotiations (with
Mexico, China, Canada, South Korea, Japan and other trading partners to
make America great again). The new US Administration seems to be overly
anxious to stir up challenges before completing their orientation course, is
that a sign of rooster crowing?!

Ifay Chang. Ph.D. Producer/Host, Community Education - Scrammble Game
Show, Weekly TV Columnist, www.us-chinaforum.org . Trustee, Somers
Central School District .
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Alan Chang, M.D.,
FA.C.O0.G.

OB/GYN

Mandarin & Cantonese
Kingwood Clinic

The Woodlands OB/GYN

Aeneid Chen, M.D.,
FA.C.0.G.
OB/GYN

Mandarin & Taiwanese
The Vintage Clinic

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin

Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.

Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin &

" Taiwanese

Downtown at The Shops
at 4 Houston Center

Philip L. Ho, M.D.

Urology

Mandarin

Clear Lake Clinic

Main Campus Clinic

Spring Medical &
Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin

Main Campus Clinic

" Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
% Family Medicine
= ¢ Mandarin

r " Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Li-Min Hwang, M.D.
OB/GYN

Cantonese & Taiwanese
Clear Lake Clinic

Pasadena Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin

Spring Medical &

Diagnostic Center

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese & Mandarin
Fort Bend Medical &

Diagnostic Center
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~Tri Lee, M.D.

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology

- " Cantonese
Kingwood Clinic
Main Campus Clinic

Meyerland Plaza Clinic
Appointments: 713-442-0000

Eileen Wu, M.D. 1 Chen Xie, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery - Ear, Nose and Throat

Mandarin Mandarin

Fort Bend Medical & Main Campus Clinic
Diagnostic Center

Spring Medical &

Diagnostic Center

Huiqing Yang, M.D.
Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation/Spine

& Cantonese

Main Campus Spine Center
Pearland Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D.
Pediatrics

Cantonese & Mandarin
Pearland Clinic

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic

Your Doctors for Life

Kelsey-Seybold accepts more than 50 health insurance plans including
Cigna, KelseyCare, UnitedHealthcare, Humana and
Community Health Choice CHIP and Marketplace plans.

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com
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“Today's News — Tomorrow's History”

NEWS & REVIEW /&

News & Review is a Division of Southern News Group — Founded June 16, 1979 | February 16, 2016

John T. Robbins, Editor

Editor's Note: In light of the president's recent ban on immigration from specific Middle Eastern countries which has sparked international human rights protests (now being challenged
in the federal courts), we felt it was necessary to re-publish the article below from our August 4, 2014 edition and to be reminded of the need for the federal government to fully vet (check
out) all those coming to America, either from the U.S. southern border (Latin America) or anywhere else in the world including the Middle East. Unfortunately, the tragic murder of Xinran
Ji is not an isolated incident. Citizens often fall victim to individuals who have entered the country illegally and whose backgrounds could include criminal activity. We feel the president's
temporary immigration ban was intended to give the government time to study and restructure the current immigration procedures from specific countries based on known anti-American
sentiments. If the immigration system can one day be improved, we will have taken the steps necessary to prevent senseless tragedies like the Ji family has endured.

"We Do Not Want To See Another Incident Like This"
IIIegaI Immigration Takes Toll Across Society

' Chinese Student

Border and
Immlgratlon_

Kllled By lllegal

Complled And Edited By John T Robblns News&Review Editor

berto Ochoa, 17; and Alejandra
Guerrero, 16 -- were charged Tues-
day in connection with Ji's death.
The murder charge carries a special
circumstance allegation that Ji was
killed during an attempted robbery,
allowing prosecutors the option of
seeking the death penalty against
DelCarmen and Garcia.

Because of their ages, Ochoa
and Guerrero will not face the death
penalty, but prosecutors said they
could be sentenced to life in prison

flagged down police officers who
were patrolling the area.

A criminal complaint alleges that
the three again used a bat at the
beach, and that Ochoa and Guerrero
also used a knife.

Garcia, Ochoa and Guerrero
were charged with second-degree
robbery, attempted second-degree
robbery and assault with a deadly
weapon in connection with that inci-
dent.

The attack on Ji comes two

e v
.

Jinhui Du, center, mother of USC Chinese graduate student Xinran Ji, 24, is
escorted by family members into Universal Chung Wah Funeral Home in Alhambra.

A 19-year-old charged with
murder in connection with last
week's fatal assault on a USC grad-
uate student told immigration officials
that he entered the country illegally
about seven years ago, a federal
official said.

The official, who was not au-
thorized to speak publicly on the

ment action if and when he is re-
leased from local custody," Kice said.
There were no indications that
DelCarmen had prior enforcement
actions with the Department of
Homeland Security, she added.
DelCarmen is one of four teen-
agers charged with capital murder in
the July 24 assault that killed Ji, an

tors say Ji was beaten with a bat and
suffered a head injury. Detectives
said they believe he may have tried
to get away from his attackers, only
to be beaten a second time, ac-
cording to law enforcement sources
familiar with the investigation.
DelCarmen and three others --
identified as Andrew Garcia, 18; Al-

At A Press Conference, LAPD Lt. Andy Neiman says
the fatal attack on a USC graduate student may
have been a crime of opportunity, but it's unclear
whether the victim was robbed.

matter, said Jonathan DelCarmen
made the comments during an in-
terview at a Los Angeles County jail dent
where he is being held in connection
with the death of Xinran Ji, 24.

A spokeswoman for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement con-
firmed that an immigration detainer study
had been placed against DelCar- about
men. In a statement, spokeswoman
Virginia Kice said ICE officials con-

tacted DelCarmen at the jail near cam-
Wednesday. pus, just
"ICE has lodged an immigration blocks away ‘
detainer against Mr. DelCarmen re- from his ' —
questing that the Sheriff's Depart- apartment. Murdered USC Chinese Graduate
ment turn him over to ICE for possi- Police Student Xinran JI

ble follow-up immigration enforce-

engineering
graduate stu-

China. Police
said Ji was
walking

home from a

a.m. when he
was attacked

from

group
12:45

and prosecu-

without parole if convicted. California
law allows prosecutors the discretion
in certain crimes -- including mur-
der -- to charge a minor as an adult.
The U.S. Supreme Court, however,
has ruled that minors are not eligible
for capital punishment.

The Times generally does not
name juvenile suspects unless they
are charged as an adult, as they
have been in this case.

After attacking Ji near campus,
prosecutors say, the suspects drove
to Dockweiler State Beach, where
Garcia, Ochoa and Guerrero ap-
proached a man and a woman. Offi-
cials said the three robbed the
woman, but the man escaped and

years after two USC graduate stu-
dents -- also from China -- were shot
and killed during a botched robbery
near campus.

In a statement issued through a
family friend, Ji's parents said they
were "deeply concerned about other
students at USC." They commended
police for the arrests but said they
were "extremely angry about this
horrific act of violence."

"We do not want to see another
incident like this," Songbo Ji and Ji-
nhui Du said in a statement written in
Chinese. "No parents should have to
bear this pain." (Courtesy www.lat-
imes.com/local)

China Warns U.S. Against Challenging
Its Sovereignty In The South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

PanARMENIAN.
Net - China's
Foreign ~ Ministry

on Wednesday,
February 15th
warned Washington
against challenging
its sovereignty,
responding to
reports the United
States was planning fresh naval patrols in the disputed
South China Sea, Reuters said.

On Sunday, the Navy Times reported that U.S. Navy
and Pacific Command leaders were considering
freedom of navigation patrols in the busy waterway by
the San Diego-based Carl Vinson carrier strike group,
citing unnamed defense officials.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang
said tension in the South China Sea had stabilized due
to the hard work between China and Southeast Asia
countries, and urged foreign nations including the U.S.
to respect this.

"We urge the U.S. not to take any actions that challenge
China's sovereignty and security," Geng told a regular
news briefing on Wednesday.

The United States last conducted a freedom of
navigation operation in the area in October 2016, when
it sailed the guided-missile destroyer USS Decatur
near the Paracel Islands and within waters claimed by

Islands in the Spratly Island group
located in the South China Sea

China.

Dave Bennett, a spokesman for Carrier Strike Group
One, said it did not discuss future operations of its
units.

"The Carl Vinson Strike Group is on a regularly
scheduled Western
Pacific deployment as | -
part of the U.S. Pacific |y
Fleet-led initiative to |
extend the command and
control functions of the [__&*
U.S. 3rd Fleet," he said.
"U.S. Navy aircraft EEEEEEE
carrier strike groups ~ The San Diego-based USS
have patrolled the Indo- Carl Vinson aircraft carrier
Asia-Pacific regularly and routinely for more than 70
years," he said.

China lays claim to almost all of the resource-rich
South China Sea, through which about $5 trillion
worth of trade passes each year.

Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam
also claim parts of the waters that command strategic
sea lanes and have rich fishing grounds, along with oil
and gas deposits.

The United States has criticized Beijing's construction
of man-made islands and build-up of military facilities
in the sea, and expressed concern they could be used
to restrict free movement. (Courtesy http:/www.
chinanationalnews.com/)

Related

China And The US Take Opposite Positions

On The South China Sea

China and the US have taken opposite positions on the
South China Sea dispute since Donald Trump took over
as US president . Chinese foreign ministry last month
warned Washington to "speak and act cautiously" on
the South China Sea.
White House press secretary, Sean Spicer sparked off
the South China Sea controversy by saying the US
would "make sure that we protect our interests" in the
resource-rich trade route, through which $4.5 trillion
worth of trade passes each year.
"It's a question of if those islands are in fact in
international waters and not part of China proper,
then yeah, we're going to make sure that we defend
international territories from being taken over by one
country," Spicer said at his first press conference.
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson, Hua Chunying,
responded on Tuesday saying the US should tread
carefully, "to avoid harming the peace and stability of
the South China Sea".
Hua emphasized that the United States is not a party
in any South China Sea disputes and suggested that
China should be left to settle the South China Sea
disputes with countries involved in the region.
Chinese foreign ministry said China is trying to
peacefully solve relevant disputes through negotiation
with countries directly concerned.

China exerts indisputable sovereignty over the South
China Sea islands and its adjacent waters, Hua said.
Beijing is firmly committed to safeguarding its own
sovereignty and maritime rights, she said.
Hua said that China ;
firmly  preserves [ el L AETE) 24
the freedom of _ign Aff
navigation in the
South China Sea,
as well as peace
and stability in the
region. Supporters
of the US point of
view feel that Washington's involvement is necessary
to ensure freedom of navigation on the ground that
China may not be able to ensure it.

Previously, Rex Tillerson, US Secretary of State,
caused a stir in Beijing by linking artificial island
building by China in the South China Sea to "Russia's
taking of Crimea".

"They are taking territory or control or declaring
control of territories that are not rightfully China's,"
Tillerson said. He said during his confirmation hearlng
the White House needed to send China a "clear signal"
that such activities had to stop and that its access
to such territories was "not going to be allowed."
(Courtesy timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china)

Ministry of

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson, Hua Chunying

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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