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Free Pre - qualify
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The MINT National Bank
America’s Best SBA Lender

The MINT Says “YES!”

Some SBA loan requests that got the “YES” by us so far this year...

$2,400,000

Motel (Conventional)
New Construction
Houston

$5,000,000

6 Gas Stations
Acquisition
Lubbock

-
L
]
-

$2,500,000 $5,000,000

e
k]
]
-

Gas Station Motel
Acquisition Acquisition
Victoria Connecticut

Got a deal that needs a “YES”?? Call on

President of International MINT LPO
Cell Number: 713-560-1588
Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118

Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339
We are currently offering 1.35% APY on 13-month CD, please contact, Tinghui
(Penny) Zhang, 281-568-8888 ext. 1117 for details
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Grand Jury Indicts Former U. of |I. Physics
Student In Chinese Scholar's Kidnapping

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Bk TN

(Photo/truecrimespodcasts.com)

A federal grand jury in Urbana indicted a former
University of Illinois doctoral candidate on Wednesday
in the disappearance of a Chinese visiting scholar last
month, federal prosecutors said.

Brendt Christensen, 28, is charged with kidnapping
Yingying Zhang from near a bus stop on the
Urbana-Champaign campus the afternoon of June 9.
Christensen was arrested June 30 and was previously
charged via an affidavit filed with the federal court for
the Central District of Illinois.

Chistensen, of Champaign, will now formally enter
a plea to the charges at an arraignment scheduled for
July 20, one of his attorneys, Thomas Bruno, said. If
convicted, the penalty is up to life in prison.

Bruno declined further comment. A Chicago attorney
who has been assisting Zhang's family throughout the
court proceedings could not immediately be reached
for comment.

The one-page indictment Wednesday did not offer any
new details into the investigation beyond what the FBI
and prosecutors revealed in an affidavit and in court
hearings.

Zhang, 26, had been on her way to sign an apartment
lease the day she disappeared, police officials said.
She had texted the apartment manager to say she was
running late, then unsuccessfully tried to flag down a
public bus to make her appointment, according to a
federal affidavit filed when Christensen was arrested.

Zhang was standing at a bus stop near West Clark
Street and North Goodwin Avenue on the north end
of campus when authorities say Christensen, driving a
black Saturn sedan, approached her.

Security video from a nearby parking garage showed
Zhang speaking to the driver, who authorities contend
was Christensen, for several moments before getting
inside the car on the front passenger's side.

An associate professor reported Zhang missing that
night after several of her colleagues tried and failed
to contact her. She has not been seen since and is

presumed dead, FBI officials said.

Within days of Zhang's disappearance, police

concluded that the car seen in the widely released
video matched the one registered to Christensen in
Champaign County. In interviews, he first denied
having left his apartment the day of the kidnapping,
then said he had picked up "an Asian female" and
offered her a ride, but dropped her off a few blocks
away.

Screenshot from security video showing
Yingying Zhang getting into car.

Authorities searched the car and found the passenger's
side had been thoroughly cleaned, a potential sign of
trying to conceal evidence, the affidavit stated. Police
seized Christensen's phone and other electronics from
his apartment, and found visits to a bondage and
sadomasochism fetish website called FetLife and a
forum called "Abduction 101."

Authorities began surveilling Christensen on June
16. On June 29, a recording captured him saying that
he had kidnapped Zhang, prosecutors said; he was
arrested the following day.

Christensen, a former doctoral candidate in U. of
I.'s physics department, appeared in two brief court
hearings in Urbana last week.

In arguing that Christensen should stay behind

Students march in support of kidnapping
victim Yingying Zhang.

P

bars during the court case, federal prosecutors said
Christensen attended a campus vigil in Zhang's honor
while under federal surveillance, was caught on tape
describing his "ideal victim," and pointed out people
in the crowd who fit those characteristics.

He was also caught on tape describing how Zhang
fought and resisted him during the alleged kidnapping
prosecutors said. Officials have not revealed how the
recordings were obtained.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Eric I. Long ordered Christensen
held in custody pending trial.

Zhang, originally from southeast China, came to the
university in late April as part of a one-year research
appointment in the Department of Natural Resources
and Environmental Sciences, a school spokeswoman
said. (Courtesy http://sino-us.com/)

Related

Brent Christensen denied bail in first
hearing of Yingying Zhang'’s kidnapping

Brent Christensen,
| a physics graduate,
hanged his story
| about picking up the
missing woman, say
investigators. Photo:
Police Handout
Brent  Christensen,
a former PhD
student, appeared in
court late Monday
Beijing time charged
with  kidnapping of
Yingying Zhang, a missing University of Illinois
visiting scholar from China. It is reported by the
Dragon TV that Christensen pleaded not guilty while
the court denied bail to him before the next hearing set
at 3pm on July 5.

Hundreds of people gathered outside the court in the
city of Urbana during the nine-minute hearing. It was
reported by the Southern Metropolis Daily earlier that
some local Chinese American attorneys had called on
local Chinese people to participate in the hearing in a
bid to “exert influence on the court ruling”.
Christensen, 28, was arrested on Friday in connection
with last month’s mysterious disappearance of
Yingying Zhang, 26, who is now presumed by the law
enforcement agencies to be dead.

The case has drawn wide concern among Chinese
netizens before galvanizing the local overseas Chinese
community. Zhang, known to be a factory driver’s
daughter, acquired a Master’s degree from Peking
University before being assigned to the University of

Brent Christensen

Ilinois at the Urbana-Champaign by her employer, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, China’s top scientific
research institution.

Surveillance video showed Zhang getting into a black
Saturn Astra car on June 9 before going missing, and
authorities claimed Christensen to be the driver at
the time. Based on an affidavit, authorities examined
Christensen’s phone and found he visited a website
entitled “Abduction 101”. He was arrested because
monitoring devices installed secretly by the agencies
had caught him explaining how he kidnapped Zhang.

Lei Hong, consul general of Chinain
Chicago, met with members of Zhang’s family
last Saturday.

Lei Hong, consul general of China in Chicago, met
with Zhang’s family on Saturday and expressed his
condolences. Hong urged the US judiciary to hold a
fair trial. Hong was quoted as describing the crime
as “making one’s hackles rise”, which immediately
aroused suspicions on China’s social media that the
official knew more details than what was publicly
known.

“The authorities must have acquired proof of Zhang’s
death, even though it’s not open to the public yet,” a
netizen commented on Sina Weibo, a Chinese micro-
blogging website.

The case has had a chilling effect on the society in
China. Many Chinese parents who had previously
planned to send their children to study in the United
States are giving it a second thought. Recent days have
seen both Chinese media and social websites quoting
worried parents voicing their complaints about lack of
gun control and unreliable police force in the US that
has remained a top destination for Chinese students.

Before Christensen’s arrest, Zhang’s father Ronggao
Zhang maintained hope that her daughter would come
back safe. In an interview with the Beijing Youth Daily,
he had said “once my daughter is found, | will never let
her visit the US again.” (Courtesy http://sino-us.com/)

Chinese Dissident,

Prominent Chinese dissident and Nobel
peace laureate Liu Xiaobo has died of liver
cancer after being transferred to hospital
from prison only after his disease was in the
final stages. He was 61.

Prominent Chinese dissident and Nobel peace
laureate Liu Xiaobo has died of liver cancer after
being transferred to hospital from prison only after
his disease was in the final stages. He was 61.Liu's
late diagnosis, and the refusal of the ruling Chinese
Communist Party to allow him to go overseas on
medical parole, had sparked widespread public anger,
with the governments of Germany and the U.S.
offering him the best possible treatment. At the time
of his death, Liu had been serving an 11-year jail
term for "incitement to subvert state power," linked
to his online writings promoting democracy and
constitutional government. They included Charter
08, a document that was signed by more than 300
prominent scholars, writers, and rights activists around
the country. In it, the former literature professor called
for concerned Chinese citizens to rally to bring about
change, citing an increasing loss of control by the
Communist Party and heightened hostility between
the authorities and ordinary people."Among the great
nations of the world, China, alone, still clings to an
authoritarian political way of life," said the Charter,
translated into English by California-Riverside East
Asian Studies Professor Perry Link."As a result, it has
caused an unbroken chain of human rights disasters
and social crises, held back the development of the
Chinese people, and hindered the progress of human
civilization."The Charter called for a genuine use of
the Constitution and institutions that uphold the rule
of law, democratic reforms, and human rights, warning
of disaster amid growing social tensions in the absence
of such reforms. Before the Charter, Liu had served as

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

the president of the Independent Chinese PEN Center
writers' group from 2003 to 2007, as well as heading
Democratic China magazine since the mid-1990s.
Empty chair in Oslo

7.4l m|

The chairman of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee, Thorbjoern Jagland, sits next

to an empty chair during the ceremony in
Oslo City Hall to honor 2010's Nobel Peace
Prize winner, jailed Chinese dissident Liu
Xiaobo whose picture hangs at left and is
represented by the empty chair. (AP2010)

Liu was the third person to be awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize while in prison or detention, and was represented
at the awards ceremony in Oslo in December 2010 by
an empty chair. Born in Changchun, in the northeastern
province of Jilin, Liu was taken by his father to Inner
Mongoliain 1969, when intellectuals across Chinawere
sent "down to the countryside" during Mao Zedong's
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), and initially worked
as a farm laborer. But with the reinstatement of China's
universities, Liu joined the rest of his generation in
applying to college, winning a place to read Chinese
literature at Jilin University in 1977, and receiving
his master's degree from Beijing Normal University,
and began to make a mark in literary and ideological
circles with his radical opinions. He went on to lecture
at the same university after gaining his PhD, and was a
visiting scholar at Columbia University, the University
of Oslo, and the University of Hawaii. is books were
banned in China soon after the 1989 student-led pro-
democracy movement in Tiananmen Square. Liu was
detained by police two days before the Charter went
public on Human Rights Day 2008, and formally
arrested on June 23, 2009.

His lawyers said the case against him was mostly
built around six articles he published since 2005, as
well as his participation in the drafting and promotion
of Charter 08.The articles appeared on foreign news

Nobel Peace Prize
Winner Liu Xiaobo, 61, Dies of Cancer

™ 5 'aat.-‘-

In this image taken from July 24, 2008, video
footage by AP Video, Liu Xiaobo speaks
during an interview at a park in Beijing,
China. ((AP Video via AP)

Web sites including China Observer and the BBC,
and including titles such as "China's Dictatorial
Patriotism," "The Many Facets of Chinese Communist
Party Dictatorship," and "The Negative Effects on
World Democracy of the Rise of Dictatorship.”

The indictment document described Liu's crimes
as "very great,” accusing him of "using rumors
and slander to overthrow the socialist system."He
was found guilty on Dec. 25, 2009 of "engaging in
agitation activities, such as the spreading of rumors
and defaming of the government, aimed at subversion
of the state and overthrowing the socialist system" and
handed an 11-year jail term, which he served mostly
in Liaoning, far from his Beijing-based friends and
family. After his Nobel peace prize was announced
in October 2010, Liu's wife Liu Xia was held for

In this April 2008 file photo shows Chinese
dissident Liu Xiaobo as he poses for a
photographer in China. The judicial bureau
in the northeastern Chinese city of Shenyang
says jailed Nobel Peace Prize laureate Liu
Xiaobo has died of multiple organ failure
Thursday, July 13, 2017, at age 61

several years under house arrest at the couple's home
in Beijing, and prevented from receiving visitors or
earning a living. She suffered from pronounced mental
and physical health problems that friends blamed on
this unofficial incarceration.

During his last illness, many retired officials and
Chinese intellectuals expressed their anger over Liu's
treatment at the hands of the government. Former
top Communist Party aide Bao Tong said Liu had
never been guilty of subversion."To subvert the state
would be to remove power from the people and put it
elsewhere. Any act that does not have this result cannot
be called subversion,” Bao wrote in a Dec. 23, 2009
essay ahead of Liu's trial."It is patriotic to defend the
sovereignty of the people. All movements that try to do
this are patriotic movements," he wrote."It is patriotic
to defend the right to freedom of speech, publication,
association, demonstration, and public protest, and to
safeguard the public's right to know what is happening,
to express themselves, to take part in political life and
to oversee the government."In a statement written on
the same day, which was never read out at his trial, Liu
said he didn't blame the authorities for their treatment
of him."I have no enemies, and no hatred,” he wrote.
"None of the police who have monitored, arrested and
interrogated me, the prosecutors who prosecuted me,
or the judges who sentence me, are my enemies.

T

"For hatred is corrosive of a person's wisdom and
conscience; the mentality of enmity can poison a
nation's spirit, instigate brutal life and death struggles,
destroy a society's tolerance and humanity, and block
a nation's progress to freedom and democracy,"
Liu wrote. But while he said he hoped to "defuse
hatred with love," Liu added: "I do not feel guilty
for following my constitutional right to freedom of
expression, for fulfilling my social responsibility as
a Chinese citizen."Reported by RFA's Mandarin and
Cantonese Services. (Courtesy Radio Free Asia)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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serve the right to change, alter or cancel the promotions at any time

without notice.

We are not responsible for tupographical or pictorial errors, Please refer to in-store signs. Product availability may vary by store.
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