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Images Of Pooh Blocked On Social Media Sites As

Bloggers Compare Cartoon Character To China's President

Why China Censors Banned Winnie The Pooh

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

When is a set of wrist watches not just a set of wrist
watches? When is a river crab not just a river crab?
Inside the Great Firewall of China of course.

Winnie the Pooh has joined a line of crazy, funny inter-
net references to China's top leaders.

The Chinese name for and images of the plump, cute
cartoon character are being blocked on social media
sites here because bloggers have been comparing him
to China's president.

When Xi Jinping and Japan's Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe endured one of the more awkward handshakes in
history netizens responded with Winnie the Pooh and
Eeyore shaking hands.

And then there was the time President Xi popped his
head out of the roof of his special Red Flag limousine
to inspect the troops - a photo appeared online of a toy
Winnie the Pooh popping out of his own little car.

It is not only that China's censors will not tolerate rid-
icule of the country's leader, they do not want this be-
loved children's character becoming a kind of online
euphemism for the Communist Party's general secre-
tary.

In other countries such comparisons might be thought
of as harmless enough and some might even think that
having Winnie as your mascot could even be quite en-
dearing: not in China.

Here the president is Mr Grey. He doesn't do silly
things; he has no quirky elements; he makes no mis-
takes and that is why he is above the population and
unable to be questioned.

The previous Chinese Leader Hu Jintao had a catch-
phrase of "promoting a harmonious society" or, in Chi-
nese, hexie F1i& .

Bloggers started to refer to being censored as having
been "harmonised” - bei hexie le #F1i& T - but, by

2013.

changing the tones in Chinese or changing the charac-
ters, you can fudge the meaning. So another hexie is
river crab Ji[%% - In other words, when you see an im-
age of a river crab on the internet in China, it is likely
to be a reference to something having been censored.
Another Chinese leader Jiang Zemin came up with a
political theory called Three Represents, san ge diabiao
=ML - If you switch that around a bit it becomes
dai san ge biao 7 =%, or wear three watches. So
the wearing of three watches became a cheeky way of
referring to his contribution to China's socialism "with
Chinese characteristics”.

It is not necessarily easy to get around China's censors
though.

For example they have been extremely successful
at virtually wiping out the existence of the country's
number one dissident Liu Xiaobo - the winner of the
Nobel Peace Prize who died in custody here last week
- at least as far as the general public goes.

Most Chinese citizens have simply never heard of him.
If you have anything to do with China at all here is a

This meme showing Xi Jinping and former US President Barack Obama began circulating in

way of testing the censorship regime for yourself.
Everybody in China uses the Wechat (Weixin fi{(2)
App... and | do mean pretty much everybody.

Sit down next to a friend who also has Wechat on their
phone. Now try and send them a text message using the
name "Liu Xiaobo".

On your phone it will appear as if you have sent the
message but your friend will not get it.

The Chinese authorities can just punch certain words
or phrases into whatever blocking mechanism they use

Wechat is a privately owned company but China's tech
giants must toe the Party line.

Winnie the Pooh has actually fallen foul of the author-
ities here before. This renewed push against online
Pooh is because we are now in the run-up to the Com-
munist Party Congress this autumn.

The meeting takes place every five years and, among
other things, sees the appointment of the new Politburo
Standing Committee: the now seven-member group at
the top of the Chinese political system.

Xi Jinping will also be using the Congress, which
marks the beginning of his second term in office, to
further solidify his grip on power by promoting allies
and sidelining those seen as a threat.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo was
better known abroad than he was in China.

It had been thought that China has transformed into a
system of two-term governance for the country's su-
preme leader but this is merely a recent convention
rather than a rule.

So, because President Xi has made so many enemies
within the Party as a result of his widespread anti-cor-
ruption crackdown, many have questioned whether he
can afford to give up power after the next five-year
term.

In order to stay on he will believe that he needs to
ensure there are no cracks in the absolute loyalty he
demands.

And, in this climate, there is seen to be no room for
even the most frivolous challenges to his supreme au-
thority. (Courtesy www.bbc.com/news)

The Philippines Looks To
China For Infrastructure

Funds Despite Doubts At Home

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte and Chinese President Xi Jinping Shakes Hands During
Their Meeting in Beijing

TAIPEI - The Philippine president’s ambitious $167
billion plan to build up infrastructure for long-term job
creation and economic development will tap into his
new friendship with China for funding, despite doubts
at home.

President Rodrigo Duterte said his “golden age” of
infrastructure would create roads, railways and other
public infrastructure through the end of his term in
2022. The Southeast Asian country, where about one-
fifth of people live in poverty, has missed factory in-
vestment, and with it job creation, partly because of a
lack of those amenities.

Roads, railways and ports

China has offered the Philippines up to $24 hil-
lion in aid that includes such projects, part of
a friendship that the two former rivals began
pursuing after Duterte took office in June 2016.
Previously China and the Philippines angrily
disputed tracts of the South China Sea. Beijing
had taken an upper hand with land reclamation
in the sea’s Spratly Islands and coast guard pa-
trols over a shoal coveted by Filipino fishermen.
“It shouldn’t be a surprise that the Philippines
would be receiving more funding,” said Song
Seng Wun, Southeast Asia-specialized econo-
mist with the private banking unit of CIMB in
Singapore.

Philippines, from the Chinese, it’s to get the Philip-
pines on their side as far as the South China Sea claims
over territory are concerned. It does anchor the Philip-
pines closer toward the Chinese.”

The Philippines wants to be more
economically competitive

A heftier infrastructure budget, which began growing
in 2016 under Duterte’s predecessor Benigno Aqui-
no, would build new ground transportation as well as
expand ports and airports for use by foreign-invested
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“The only thing, obviously all these things will Philippine President Duterte’s “Golden Age of Philip-
come with a catch,” he said. “In the case of the pine Infrastructure”

factories. Investors now pick places such as China and
Vietnam because of their more developed facilities.
“We are ready to fund the Build, Build, Build infra-
structure program that will ensure robust growth for
the economy and more inclusive growth pattern and
dramatic reduction in poverty incidence by 2022,”
presidential office spokesman Ernesto Abella said via
the office website July 6.

At least 20 million Filipinos are “poor,” according to
the Philippine Statistics Office Authority data last year.
They live on less than half the “living wage,” of 1,088
pesos ($24.10) per day, it said via the presidential web-
site.

The Philippines is also raising money through tax re-
form to fund new infrastructure. From July to May, the
government collected about 2.09 trillion pesos ($41
billion) in revenues, seven percent higher than in the
same period a year earlier, Abella said.

But officials are also tapping China. Over the past year,
for example, Beijing has discussed helping fund two
Philippine railway projects with a combined total cost
of $8.3 billion. China agreed in January to work with
the Philippines on 30 projects and put up the equiva-
lent of $3.7 billion.

But who benefits the most?

Philippine pundits and opposition politicians have
questioned that funding because they worry Beijing
would use it to erode their country’s sovereignty claim
to the fishing-rich, oil-laden South China Sea off their
west coasts.

e =
Philippine Senator Leila de Lima
Some also wonder whether China will send its own
workers and materials for the projects it funds. Chi-
nese-funded projects in other countries have come
with Chinese labor, meaning fewer local jobs.

“We want to know if these infrastructure projects that
will be funded by loans from China will really translate
into actually jobs for skilled and unskilled laborers, for
fellow Filipinos, as well as local sourcing of materi-
als for the big push for infrastructure by the admin-
istration,” said Georgina Hernandez, spokeswoman

for separately elected Philippine Vice President Leni
Robedo.

Philippine Senator Leila de Lima asked the senate in
May to examine any proposed loan from China that
would rack up debt or compromise Philippine sover-

eignty.
Distrust, but is it warranted?

Most Filipinos distrust China, according to a survey
by Metro Manila research organization Social Weather
Stations in the first quarter of 2017.

But the Philippines will probably find China’s loan
terms equal to what private banks would offer accord-
ing to Christian de Guzman, vice president and senior
credit officer with Moody’s in Singapore.

Beijing has made similar offers across Eurasia under
its 4-year-old “Belt-and-Road” initiative aimed at in-
creasing Chinese influence while picking up contracts
for Chinese firms.

“The debate, with regards to borrowing from China |
think, has some political overtones to it,” de Guzman
said.

“But I think from a pure financial perspective, the cost
of borrowing from China is not any cheaper or any
more expensive than borrowing from the market,” he
said. “This is because borrowing from China is typical-
ly done through the Chinese policy banks. They’re not
a private bank. They’re state owned.”

China is using its financial clout

Brunei, Malaysia, and Vietnam also contest Beijing’s
claims to the 3.5 million-square-kilometer South Chi-
na Sea. They resent Chinese control of islets for mil-
itary use as well as its passage of coast guard vessels
through waters overlapping their own claims.

China has turned to its $11.2 trillion economy to offer
investment for all three, keeping their anger quiet es-
pecially after a world arbitration court ruled a year ago
this month against the legal basis for much of Beijing’s
maritime claims. (Courtesy www.chinanationalnews.
com/news)

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john@scdaily.com
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