Harmis County is now
collecting residential debris.
For more information call 713-274-3880

Amazon Adventure

Sunday , Septerber 30, 2017 |

www.today-america.com

Price resigns under
pressure from Trump

Trump delivers remarks on North Korea during an opioid-related briefing at Trump’s golf estate in Bedminster

(Reuters)

U .S. Health and Human Services
Secretary Tom Price resigned under
pressure from President Donald
Trump on Friday in an uproar over
Price’s use of costly private charter
planes for government business.

His abrupt departure was announced
an hour after Trump told reporters
he was disappointed in Price’s use
of private aircraft and did not like
the way it reflected on his adminis-
tration.

Trump named Don Wright to serve
as acting secretary. Wright is cur-
rently the deputy assistant secretary
for health and director of the office
of disease prevention and health
promotion.

“I'‘m not happy. OK? I‘m not
happy,” Trump told reporters on the
White House South Lawn.

Candidates to succeed Price includ-
ed Seema Verma, who is adminis-

trator of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and who is close to
Vice President Mike Pence, and Scott
Gottlieb, a physician who serves as
commissioner of the Food and Drug
Administration, according to industry
analysts.

Secretary of Health

Several
and Human Ser- SOUrCes saw
Gottlieb
vices Thomas Price asaclear
) ) front runner.
offered his resigna-  They said
. . he got along
tion earlier today .1 with
and the president ~ the White
House and
accepted,” the is viewed
) ) favorably
White House said  there.
in a statement. Price’s
resigna-
tion leaves
Trump with

a second Cabinet position to fill. He
has yet to pick a secretary for home-
land security after hiring former Sec-
retary John Kelly as his White House
chief of staff.
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It was the latest blow to the Trump
White House, which has struggled
to get major legislative achieve-

ments passed by Congress and has
been embroiled in one controversy

E

after another since Trump took
office in January.

Price, a former congressman,

was instrumental in the Trump
administration’s policies aimed at
undercutting Obamacare, as well as
working with governors across the
country to slowly begin unraveling
parts of the law.
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World Economy

S&P 500, Nasdag hit
records on tech lift

The S&P 500 and the Nasdaq ad-
vanced to record levels on Friday,
buoyed by gains in technology stocks,
while each of the major indexes closed
out the quarter with solid gains.

Technology .SPLRCT was the best
performing of the major S&P sectors,
up 0.75 percent, its fourth straight day
of gains to recover from a selloff earli-
er in the week.

The S&P and Nasdaq closed at records
for the third straight day and the
benchmark S&P index posted its sixth
straight month of gains.

“It really sums up kind of what we saw
all month and all quarter, another calm
day,” said Ryan Detrick, senior market
strategist at LPL Financial in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

“This is one of the least volatile
Septembers in history, it is kind of a
continuation of that real dull trading
with a nice upward bias.”

In a resignation letter, Price
offered little in the way of
contrition. He said he had
been working to reform the
U.S. healthcare system and

For September, the Dow gained 2.1
percent, the S&P rose 1.9 percent and
the Nasdag advanced 1.05 percent.

Facebook’s (FB.O) 1.23-percent gain
provided the biggest lift to both the
Nasdaq and the S&P to help pace the
advance.

Share Your News with
Southern Daily

If you would like to share news or
information with our readers, please
send the unique stories, business
news ,organization events, and
school news to us includinig your
name and phone number in case
more information is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
scdailypage@hotmail.com

or contact

John Robbins 832-280-5815

Jun Gai 281-498-4310

reduce regulatory burdens,
among other goals.

“I have spent forty years both
as a doctor and public servant
putting people first. I regret
that the recent events have
created a distraction from
these important objectives,”
he said.
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Fifteen sound stages, two water tanks, 221
acres of backlot (not to mention condos,
restaurants and a school): “When we bring
[Hollywood people] out here, they’re like,
‘OMG!”

Walking through Wanda Studios Qingd-
ao on China’s eastern coast, it can feel as
though one has stepped onto the set of the
world’s largest science fiction film ever
— which still is under construction. Huge
cream-colored sound stages loom in per-
fect lines across a vast expanse of black-
top, like nodes in a massive microchip.
Off the coast, an artificial island emerg-
es from the surface of the sea, as dozens
of cranes swivel around the framework
of hotels, condos and half-formed enter-
tainment venues. Earthmovers toil on the
opposite horizon, their wheels taller than
people. Backdropping it all, huge Chinese
characters sit atop a single, rocky moun-
tain, Hollywood sign-like. They read (in
translation): “Movie Metropolis of the
East.”

On the day | toured the 408-acre Wanda
Studios — a week before it was unveiled
Oct. 17 by Wang Jianlin at an indus-
try-packed gala at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art — my guide was Morgan
Hunwicks, a Canadian and production
veteran who had spent 10 years working
at Fox Studios in Sydney before joining
WSQ as head of production. As our tour
was getting underway, Hunwicks, perhaps
reading my face, succinctly describes the
experience I am having: “What we’re
finding out is that people in the industry
don’t really believe it’s real yet,” he says.
“But then we bring them out here, and
they’re like, ‘OMG!” *

For most of the morning, Hunwicks and
I whizz around the sprawling studio site

by golf cart (Wanda has bought a fleet of

Inside The New China Studio
That Is Luring Hollywood East

A view of the artificial island Wanda reclaimed from the Yellow Sea off the coast of Wanda Studios. Legendary
Entertainment’s ‘The Great Wall’ built sets and filmed on the island before construction began.

them, available for productions to rent).
We begin in the completed section of the
facility, comprising about 15 soundstag-
es and 11 production workshops, where
Wanda-owned Legendary Entertainment’s
Pacific Rim 2 is the first project set to take
up residence in two weeks. | am eager to
see the largest of the stages, so Hunwicks
steers us into an airport-hangar-sized
structure of 6,000 square meters (about
65,000 square feet), explaining that this
building is tied with a stage at Pinewood
London as the world’s largest but that
Wanda’s has some sound treating and new
features — a football field could fit inside
with room to spare, he says. Also, Wanda

1 281-498-2728
uston, TX 77072
w.SCDAILY.com

has built two of them, and construction al-
ready is underway on another nearly twice
the size — an astonishing 10,000 square
meters (about 107,000 square feet). A nat-
ural question arises: Why does any studio
need a stage so big and can Wanda actu-
ally fill it?

Says Hunwicks, “In this age of superhe-
ro movies and the revival of Star Wars,
there’s demand for really big stages —
sets that used to have to be built outside
can now be brought into a controlled envi-
ronment, which is a huge advantage.”

We then cruise to the perimeter of the
completed zone — “If we were at Warners
or Paramount, we would have circled the
full lot already,” my guide notes with what
seems like still-authentic awe — and peer
into the chaotic, clanging construction
site next door, where Wanda is building
15 more stages (including the big one),
along with China’s largest outdoor and in-
door underwater stages. It’s all scheduled
to be up and running in time for a grand
opening in August 2018 to coincide with
Dalian Wanda Group’s 30th anniversary.
But, of course, there is more. Much more.
Those earthmovers are at work on 221
acres of backlot, and a planned phase
two has been designed to add to those 15
stages over the coming years, bringing

the total up to 45 stages comprising near-
ly twice the square footage of Universal,
Hollywood’s biggest filmmaking facility.
In addition to its sheer size, Wanda Stu-
dios, which is a one-hour flight from Bei-
jing (direct from L.A. takes 12 hours), also
will offer a 40 percent production rebate
for qualifying film and TV productions.

The facility is the centerpiece of a much
larger real estate development called the
Qingdao Movie Metropolis. The title isn’t
hyperbolic: Wanda effectively is building
a city from the ground up — at an expense
exceeding $8 billion. Residing atop Wan-
da’s newly reclaimed artificial island will
be luxury hotels, restaurants and bars,
upscale condos, Asia’s largest theater, an
international hospital and even a school.
Next to the studio on the mainland are
more condos, a convention center, a shop-
ping mall, four indoor theme parks and
on and on. Wanda is calling it the largest

mixed-use entertainment
ever.

development

Back in the Qingdao city center, in the
studio’s temporary offices, I meet Wanda
Studios COO Patrick Dempsey, who came
to the company with more than two de-
cades of experience running Hollywood
studios, most recently as a vp at Sony
Pictures Entertainment. (Wanda also has
spared no expense in recruiting veteran
management.)

“This project never would have happened
in Los Angeles or anywhere else; it’s stag-
gering,” says Dempsey. “We’re at that
launchpad phase now,” he adds, looking
out his window at the skyscrapers around
Qingdao harbor. “We just need a few suc-
cessful projects to prove that everyone can
have a smooth, comfortable experience
here.”

3D model of the Qingdao Movie
Metropolis project

A huge 3D model of the Qingdao Mov-
ie Metropolis project is on display in a
temporary pavilion at the entrance to the
studio site. “I’ve been trying to think of
something to do with it after construction
on the project is done,” says Dempsey,
COO of Wanda Studios. “I was thinking
maybe we could put it under a glass floor
somewhere.”

I then ask Dempsey for an example of
something new and exciting made pos-
sible by building from the ground up —
with Wanda’s seemingly bottomless bud-
get.

“You know everyone’s biggest complaint
at work back in L.A.?” he replies after a
pause. “Parking.”

“That won’t be a problem here,” he notes.
“We have plenty of elbow room in Qing-
dao.” (Courtesy http://www.hollywoodre-
porter.com/)
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U.S. President Trump tosses a hat to supporters as he departs for Bedminster, New
Jersey, from the White House in Washington

Angry Birds characters Bomb, Chuck and Red are pictured during the pre-
miere in Helsinki, Finland

People splash water on a buffalo to prepare |t for sacrlflce durmg“Dashaln
Hinduism'’s biggest religious festival in Bhaktapur

Figure Skating - Olympic Qualifying ISU Challenger Tour guides from Slender West Lake scenic area
Series - Pairs Short Program - Oberstdorf, Germa- receive smile training with chopsticks and mobile
ny - September 28, 2017 - Evgenia Tarasova and phones ahead of China’s National Day, in Yangzhou

Vladimir Morozov of Russia compete.

Soccer Football - Ligue 1 - AS Monaco vs Montpellier - Stade Louis Il, Mona-
co - September 29, 2017 Monaco’s Radamel Falcao and Montpellier's Pedro
Mendes REUTERS
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Participants practice yoga during an evening yoga
event to promote a healthier lifestyle at a baseball
stadium in Tokyo
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Neketta Shafer sits in her
flood-damaged living room after
volunteers from Habitat for Human-
ity helped remove drywall.

By Guest Writer
Deborah Mann Lake

It’s 2 a.m. on Aug. 28. Though I’ve been
in bed only two hours, | get up to make the
rounds of the house checking for water.
For days, Hurricane Harvey has wreaked
havoc on Texas, swallowing entire chunks
of Houston in deluging bands of rain, and
with the proximity of Cypress Creek to my
northwest Harris County home, | know we
could be next. My street already resem-
bles a lake — not exactly the water-front
property | wanted.

Front door? Check. Dining room win-
dows? Check. | go around the house.
Master closets? Water. My heart beating
furiously, I spring into action.

Hours earlier, the first signs that this home
purchased 44 years ago by my husband’s
family — and never flooded — might not re-
main dry this time had gurgled up through
the sunken garden tub.

At the sight, my stomach dropped and fear
shot through my system. | tried to take a
normal breath and calm down as my body
and mind began to go through something
as old as the human race itself — the fight-
or-flight response.

| began to realize in the days after our
home flooded that I was having trouble
processing information. It was like my
brain was in slow motion. To understand
what was going on, | asked friends in the
Department of Psychiatry and Behavior-
al Sciences for recommendations on who
would know.

[ figured I couldn’t be the only person
whose mind was in a stuttering state.

“A TRAUMATIC event activates the fear
center in the brain,” explained Madhavi K.
Reddy, Ph.D., a fellow UTHealth employ-
ee and faculty member at McGovern Med-
ical School, who | called two weeks after
my family was evacuated by boat.

“The amygdala begins firing rapidly, and
if it’s in overdrive, it’s harder for us to use
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Commentary

How The Trauma Of A Storm
Like Harvey Affects Your Brain

executive functioning skills to reason and
react.”

I learned that the amygdala is the integra-
tive center for emotions, emotional behav-
ior and motivation, according to Neuro-
science Online, an open-access electronic
textbook for the neurosciences provided
by the Department for Neurobiology and
Anatomy at McGovern Medical School.
The amygdala produces the autonom-
ic — automatic physical — components of
emotion such as changes in heart rate,
blood pressure and respiration through
pathways to the lateral hypothalamus and
brain stem. The link between several parts
of the brain — the prefrontal cortex, septal
area, hypothalamus and amygdala - is the
likely cause of the “gut feeling” we get, as
well as subjective feelings about what is
good and what is bad.

So you might say it’s a no-brainer that wa-
ter coming inside the house is bad, but the
brain is actually doing all that work to let
you come to that conclusion.

When faced with a traumatic event, some
people experience an instant “freeze” that
comes naturally to animals and humans
before you launch into action as the amyg-
dala begins the chain of reactions that will
result in the release of cortisol and adren-
aline.

All I knew was that | was emptying bath-
room cabinets and the hall closet of every
towel, blanket and sheet in an attempt to
hold the water back as it began spreading
from closets into the bathroom and master
bedroom. Another flow began around the
chimney — of all places — puddling in the
hall bathroom and under the brick in the
den.

The body will continue to go through this
process of chemical release as long as the
situation persists.

WE WERE excited at mid-morning when
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it appeared the water was actually going
down.

But as the rain kept falling, our hopes di-
minished. A woman sloshed up in thigh-
deep water to ask us if we wanted to leave.
We watched as an older neighbor and her
dog left in a boat. One of my twins caught
the moment she waved to the neighbors
across the street.

When my husband saw a boat accompa-
nied by Harris County Precinct IV consta-
ble deputies, he said we needed to listen to
them before making a decision. It might
be time to throw in the towel, so to speak.
We had three dogs, including a rescue
greyhound that belongs to my sister
who was marooned on a cruise ship that
couldn’t get back to Galveston. The dogs
had sloshed through water to take care of
their business earlier in the day, but if the
water kept rising, that could become im-
possible. Sanitation was going to become
a problem for man and beast alike.

The deputy said we needed to leave “now.”
Cypress Creek was going up another foot.
They gave us 20 minutes to get the dogs,
the two cats and the twins ready to roll.

| tried not to think about my husband, a
liver transplant patient, slogging through
filthy water. We stepped into water and
waded to the boat.

Rescue vehicles drive through a
neighborhood off Cypress Creek
as floodwaters rise during Harvey
on Tuesday, Aug. 29, 2017.

Cortisol and adrenaline got me through it.
The boat, which belonged to a volunteer
and had last seen action during duck hunt-
ing season, reached the end of our street.
We got a good look at Moore Elementary
School, which the Cy-Fair School District
would have to close for several months to
repair the damage.

Blocks away, the boat dropped us near a
high-water rescue truck, where once again

we waded through water and climbed a
ladder. These first responders didn’t hesi-
tate to lift our dogs again. There was never
a question about leaving them behind.
The rescue truck brought us, along with
another family, to St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church Cypress, which had opened its
doors as a respite stop. It was our church.
We saw a family we knew almost imme-
diately, and they took us in for the night.
The next day, we went to live with another
family and stayed there nearly a week.
WE WERE high and dry. But, Reddy said,
other stresses can be stacked on top of the
original experience, like whether someone
has flood insurance or can return home.

I was alarmed when | suddenly blanked
out on my Social Security number and
names were hard to capture. One of our
priests, whose home didn’t flood but was
inaccessible for more than a week, said he
suddenly couldn’t remember words to The
Lord’s Prayer, which he had said thou-
sands and thousands of times.

“During the
i The Lord's Prayer «f immediate
E-—‘—w Our Fathar, wha art in hamvan, . Stressful
M_‘_‘.: Hallowed ba thy Nama. A .
*-‘; event and in
L~ ones the after-
2 math, you
v are going
’r' " And lead us not into temptation, Iz to have
Bt daliver us from evil ‘i . .
7, < Forting is e ingdom, | disruptions
and the and the glor: ! . -
{Qf o \(/ | inemotional
f} \ reactions as
A l[_—LE your brain
mmmmmmmmm Ay P T A A A B tl’ieS tO rea-
son through what occurred,” said Reddy,

a post-traumatic stress disorder research-
er at UTHealth and clinician with UT
Physicians. “It also matters how long the
secondary stresses go on as you deal with
basic needs — food, shelter and clothing.
These secondary stressors can make the
impact linger and that takes up space in
your brain, which slows things down.”
Even as people are able to return to homes
and work, the brain will still be working
overtime behind the scenes.

“The learning experience of what hap-
pened begins in the brain. You live in a
world where something happened that

had never happened before, and you have
to make sense of it in some way,” Reddy
said. “You will adjust your worldview, or
you will adjust the world to fit your view.”
She said people might have nightmares or
be easily irritated or short-tempered. They
might become forgetful, drop a thought in
the middle of a sentence, take longer to
absorb information. They might be numb.
“It’s important that people give them-
selves space to have reactions, to let their
emotions out. It’s OK to feel sadness or
anger,” Reddy said. “Pushing it down and
bottling it up are not adaptive in the long
run. Self-care is really important, as is ac-
knowledging that you went through some-
thing really scary.”

Even if you weathered the storm with
your home untouched, you went through
a significant event and people “shouldn’t
get out measuring sticks, literally, to com-

pare themselves with others,” she said.
“Survivor’s guilt is a real thing.”

Water covered the floor in two-thirds of
our home, the deepest parts two inches.
Flooring and drywall had to be ripped out
of three rooms. We’re waiting to see if the
wood floors have to be replaced.

Neither my husband nor | is sleeping
through the night as we continue to pro-
Cess.

If you are still experiencing problems in
functioning or if the problems are affect-
ing relationships with other people for
more than a month, Reddy recommends
seeking professional help.

Avoid using alcohol or drugs to cope, she
said. Instead, do things you enjoy — watch-
ing movies, taking walks. “Humans are
resilient and will withstand what we’ve
endured,” she said. “It’s important to not
over-pathologize what is going on. You
need to give yourself time.”

So that old saying, “time heals,”
means something?

“Yes,” she said. (Courtesy chron.com)

About the Writer
Deborah Mann Lake graduated from Cy-
Fair High School and UT-Austin. She is
media relations
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Flooded homeowner sues Chase Bank for advising
against buying flood insurance

By L.M. Sixel

Deola Ali bought a house in Kingwood six years ago
and didn’t buy flood insurance after the his mortgage
lender said he didn’t need it because the property
wasn’t in a flood plain. But the house took on about
three feet of water last month during Hurricane Har-
vey, causing more than $200,000 in damages.

Ali, alawyer in Houston, is now suing the lender,

JP Morgan Chase, alleging that the bank unlawfully
engaged in the practice of insurance without a license
when it made the recommendation. He is seeking
unspecified actual and punitive damages, including
money to fix his home.

“Everything is destroyed,” said Ali. “A lot of people
who don’t have the expertise or background should
not be advising people they are not in the flood zone.”
The lawsuit, if successful, may provide a legal argu-
ment to recover property damages for thousands of
Houstonians who were flooded by Harvey but didn’t
have flood insurance, legal specialists said.

“I can’t see how a financial institution is giving insur-
ance advice without the proper credentials to do so,”
said Dan Barton, an insurance trial lawyer in Houston.
If the facts are true, Barton believes Ali has a compel-
ling case that stands a good chance of prevailing.
Banks require borrowers to take out flood insurance
if their homes are in the flood plain to protect the
loans. But homeowners don’t have to buy the special
insurance coverage if their homes are outside of the
federally-drawn 100 year flood zones.

Legal specialists predict that flooded homeowners
will come up novel ways to bring flood claims against
developers, lenders, government agencies and others
who could be ultimately held responsible for damag-
es.

When Ali bought his house six years ago, he sub-
mitted several insurance coverage plans, including
flood insurance, to Chase Bank, the retail bank of JP
Morgan Chase, according to the lawsuit. Ali removed
the flood insurance protection when he was advised
by Chase that the house was not in a flood zone, ad-
vice that Ali calls “false, misleading, and an unlawful
practice of insurance,” according to the lawsuit.

"The corps has been discussing this but no one took

it beyond that — not in term of disclosing it to the
neighborhoods and certainly took no steps to offer to
purchase a federal flood easement in exchange for some
money," Irvine said.

A recent informational meeting about the case drew
more than 100 homeowners from Canyon Gate and
from other subdivisions that flooded during Hurricane
Harvey, attorneys said. Irvine said that only five raised
their hands when he asked who had flood insurance.

In Mississippi and Louisiana, the Corps has taken steps
to inform people and compensate those whose property
could be subject to inundation in areas near levees and
rivers, Irvine said.

That was never done with the West Houston dams.

The reason may be that such a step in the 1980s or

in the '90s would have stopped the march of devel-
opment, said attorney Jim Blackburn, who has filed
other lawsuits arguing that the region's flood control
rules were insufficient to protect homeowners and the

environment.

The Corps' original plans included a third dam and
additional property that was never acquired. In the
1940s, it didn't matter much if, in a downpour, a
large pool suddenly spread across the grasslands of
the Katy Prairie to spare the Bayou City down-
stream from harm.

Over the years, public officials continued to approve
developments around both reservoirs even after the
Corps' own measurements recorded record flood
pools time after time. Ten of the 11 largest pools

in the reservoirs' history have been measured since
1990. Harvey generated the largest.

The Corps allowed the city of Houston, Harris and
Fort Bend counties and the state to build major
roads and parks inside the reservoirs. George Bush
and Bear Creek are the largest parks. Barker Reser-
voir includes a smaller War Memorial developed by
Fort Bend County. Then there's Millie Bush Bark

Park; Bill Archer Dog Park; the
Bear Creek Community Center; a
54-hole golf course; a zoo with a
bison; a shooting range; a model
airplane facility; paved parking;
and a YMCA camp.

Fort Bend County officials added
small-print warnings about the
flood pools to subdivision maps
beginning in 1994: "This subdi-
vision is adjacent to Barker Res-
ervoir and is subject to extended
controlled inundation under the
management of the U.S. Army
Corps of engineers."

But few home buyers consult

the maps, known as plats. Harris
County, which has far more
homes threatened by the flood
pool, never included any advi-
sories about the reservoirs on its
plats.

Harris County Commissioner
Steve Raddack said he didn't
believe warnings were necessary.
He said all Harris County home-
owners should be aware of risks
of flooding posed by the area's
many creeks and bayous — and by
the reservoirs. Raddack said that
for 20 years he had been warning
constituents about the flood pool
— but most paid little attention.
"We knew the water would leave
the federally controlled land and
would flood neighborhoods in
Fort Bend and Harris counties.
The reservoir had never been
tested to capacity," he said.
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Pearl Maple Hazel Cinnamon Mocha Chocolate Mahogany  Black Coffee Expresso White Lrem Greige
Glazed Maple Maple Maple Maple Maple Maple Maple Maple Maple (New)
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