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U.S. President Donald Trump poses for a photo with motorcycle police officers before departing aboard Air Force One
to return to Washington from Indianapolis International Airport in Indianapolis
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Rich would benefit most
from Trump tax cut plan

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The
wealthiest Americans would bene-
fit the most from President Donald
Trump’s proposed tax cuts while
many upper middle-income people
would face higher taxes, independent
experts said on Friday in the first de-
tailed analysis of the plan.

A U.S. Senate panel took Trump’s
proposal, announced on Wednesday,

a step forward by unveiling a budget
plan for the coming fiscal year that
acknowledges lost revenues from tax
cuts, while Trump pressed ahead with
selling the plan to the public.

A report from the non-profit Wash-
ington-based Tax Policy Center found
that in 2018, about 12 percent of tax-
payers would face a tax increase of
roughly $1,800 on average.

That includes more than a third of
taxpayers making between about
$150,000 and $300,000, mainly
because most itemized deductions
would be repealed including for state
and local taxes, it said.

Its analysis showed that the Repub-
lican tax proposal would fuel the
growing federal deficit, providing
$5.99 trillion in tax cuts while reduc-
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ing federal revenues by a net $2.4
trillion in the next 10 years.

Trump, who promised major tax cuts
as a candidate, has called his propos-
al “a miracle for the middle class,”
but the report concluded it would
provide middle-income taxpayers
uneven tax relief. In 2018, all income
groups would see their average tax-
es fall, but some taxpayers in each
group would face tax increases, it
found.

Taxpayers in the top 1 percent of in-
comes - above $730,000 - would re-
ceive about 50 percent of the total tax
benefit from the tax overhaul, with
their after-tax income forecast to in-
crease an average of 8.5 percent, the
group said.

“The biggest share of people with
increased taxes will be ... people
who might be considered upper-mid-
dle-income people, high-income pro-
fessionals, people whose income is
between $150,000 and $300,000 in
a year in 2017,” Tax Policy Center
co-director Eric Toder said.

The bottom 95 percent of taxpayers
could expect a tax cut of 0.5 to 1.2
percent, according to the analysis.

The proposed tax cuts for corpora-
tions and small businesses would re-
duce federal revenue by $2.6 trillion
over a decade and largely would ben-
efit high-income taxpayers, it said.

WE'RE READY.

ARE YOU?

We know table players don't take their games lightly, and neither do we. At L'Auberge, we're bringing

the greatness back to tables, with 20X odds, $20,000 limits and the most generous comps in town.

COME AND GET

f /LAubergelLC .@LAubergeLC @ @LAubergelC

Must be 21 to enter casino. ©2017 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc.

All rights reserved.

lT

Amazon Adventure

Demonstrators un-

veil 'Stop Killing Us'

banner at St. Louis
baseball game

Reuters Staff

Demonstrators unfurled a banner that
read “Stop Killing Us” at a Major
League baseball game on Friday in St.
Louis, where they were protesting the
acquittal of a white former police of-
ficer who was accused of murdering a
black man, local media reported.

A video posted on Facebook showed
a group of demonstrators high above
the playing field holding a banner
with the St. Louis Cardinals’ mas-
cot drawn on it as they shouted “No
Justice. No Baseball” and “You can’t
stop the revolution”.

The demonstrators were ushered out
of the Busch Stadium, where the Car-
dinals lost to the Brewers 5-3. They
then joined 200 other people in a
march before the group was confront-
ed by police in riot gear, who used
a Taser on one and pepper spray on
others, the St. Louis Post Dispatch re-
ported.

At least two people were arrested,
police said on Twitter.The incident
comes two weeks after a judge ac-
quitted white former officer Jason
Stockley, 36, of first-degree murder
in the 2011 shooting death of Afri-
can-American Anthony Lamar Smith,
24, following a police chase.
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SpaceX's “BFR” space vehicle is
shown docked with the Internation-
al Space Station in this rendering.
(Photo/SpaceX)

If Elon Musk has to make his big rocket
smaller, he’s going to make sure it still has
enormous ambitions.

SpaceX’s chief executive updated his
company’s plans to colonize Mars at a
global space conference in Australia. He
described a rocket and spacecraft suitable
for transporting humans safely to the sur-
face of the moon in 2022, to a Martian
colony by 2024—and from New York to
Shanghai in less than 40 minutes.

The serial entrepreneur’s speech at the
International Astronautical Congress is a
sequel to one delivered in 2016 that de-
scribed the architecture for a rocket sys-
tem that could take humans to Mars at
$200,000 a ticket. While the rocket in
question is still referred to by the code-
name BFR—BIig F**ing Rocket—it is
16 meters (52 feet) shorter and half the
mass of last year’s version. But the new
rocket would still be the largest and most
powerful ever built by humans, capable of
carrying 150 tons of cargo into orbit, and
almost entirely reusable.

The biggest criticism Musk faced last year
was that he didn’t adequately explain how
his rocket would be financed—a reality
Musk conceded with a joke about Kick-
starter. This year, he aimed to answer the
question.

The biggest criticism Musk faced last year
was that he didn’t adequately explain how
his rocket would be financed—a reality
Musk conceded with a joke about Kick-
starter. This year, he aimed to answer the
question.

NASA is already contemplating pub-
lic-private partnerships, akin to the one
that helped SpaceX develop its own tech-
nology, to explore the moon. At a con-
gressional hearing in early September,
NASA’s director of advanced exploration
systems, Jason Cruzan, described the
agency’s plans to use privately-developed

SpaceX’s Elon Musk Has Unveiled
A Rocket That Can Fly To The
Moon, Mars—And Shanghai!

lunar landers and rockets to perform ro-
botic science missions on the lunar sur-
face, and lay the groundwork for human
exploration. The administration’s deci-
sion to tap Oklahoma congressman Jim
Bridenstine to lead NASA is seen as con-
firming that view, though the Senate has
yet to confirm him.

The SpaceX rocket landing
in Shanghai. (Screenshot via
SpaceX/YouTube at http://www.
businessinsider.com/elon-musk-
wants-to-fly-people-around-the-
world-in-under-an-hour-2017-9)

SpaceX’s rivals haven’t missed this trend.
The hearing featured a representative
from Blue Origin, Jeff Bezos’ well-fund-
ed rocket company, describing the com-
pany’s Blue Moon lunar lander. Another
came from Astrobotic, a company which
plans to launch a moon mission for its
own lander, Peregrine, on a rocket built
by United Launch Alliance, SpaceX’s
chief competitor for government launch
business. The real-estate baron and space
entrepreneur Robert Bigelow had made it
simple with a cartoon case for returning
to the moon.

In cannibalizing the lunar business plans
of his competitors, Musk is only behav-
ing like a self-respecting tech CEO. His
presentation also borrowed from Virgin
Galactic, which hopes to use a subor-
bital space plane to carry people like an
ultra-fast airliner. To close out the show,
Musk shared a rendering of his enormous
rocket flying passengers from point to
point on earth’s surface, reducing the time
of any trip to less than an hour. While it
is hard to imagine daily service between
major metropolitan areas provided by a
rocket the size of the Saturn V, it’s pos-
sible with the technology the company is
imagining.

Blue Origin founder Jeff Bezos
poses in front of his rocket. Credit:
Blue Origin

SpaceX has said in the past that it hoped
to finance its Martian plans byoperating
an internet-broadcasting satellite constel-
lation, but that scheme has faced regula-
tory difficulties and Musk did not mention
them during his talk.

The proposed system depends on a num-
ber of still-unproven technologies, in-
cluding enormous carbon fiber tanks to
carry propellants; a new engine called the
Raptor that runs on methane; the ability to
mine propellants on the moon and Mars;
and re-fuelling the vehicle in space. This
year, Musk did not share any dollar figures
about the cost of developing the rocket or
the tickets to ride it, but he did say that
it would be cheaper per unit of mass than
any existing rocket.

SpaceX has already developed the world’s
most advanced and cost-effective rocket
booster technology in the Falcon 9, and
has captured a huge share of the private
satellite launch market while flying mis-
sions for the US Air Force and NASA. In
2017, the company has outstripped rivals
by flying 13 successful missions, eight of
which returned the booster rocket to earth,
in its most productive year ever. SpaceX
is valued by its investors at more than $20
billion.

But the company has faced some recent
setbacks in its quest to colonize the solar
system. At a conference in July, a visibly
disappointed Musk said that a plan—
known as the Red Dragon program—to
modify the Dragon spacecraft, which
services the International Space Station,
and send it to Mars would be cancelled to
prioritize the system he described today.
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Red Dragon turned out to require a seri-
ous redesign of the vehicle’s heat shield,
which would have made it impossible to
achieve on time while accomplishing the
company’s other goals.

Musk’s new plan envisions sending a car-
go mission to Mars without humans on
board in 2022—the next window when it
is easy to fly from earth to the red plan-
et. Then, in 2024, he hopes to follow up
with human colonization. The BFR is de-
signed to carry about 100 passengers, with
40 cabins and several community spaces
during a mooted three- to six-month voy-
age. Such a mission is far more ambitious
than anything currently contemplated by
space exploration agencies, and for that
reason many are skeptical of the timeline
described by Musk, who has been a serial
over-promiser when it comes to delivery
dates.

An artist’s rendering of a moon
base community.

At the same time, few organizations have
SpaceX’s engineering talent, finances,
and recent experience in developing new
space technology.

Pivoting its business plan to make best
use of existing technology has allowed
SpaceX to thrive where other rocket start-
ups have failed. Musk’s remarks came on
the ninth anniversary of the company’s
first successful launch. But SpaceX aban-
doned that vehicle, the Falcon 1, because
it could not make enough money from it.
It adapted the design for a space capsule
to win a series of contracts from NASA
that became the foundation of its business.
Now, with its inter-planetary vehicle,
SpaceX is following the money once
again. After all, there’s no shame in re-
turning humans to the moon.

“It’s 2017,” Musk said. “We should have
a lunar base by now. What the hell’s going
on?” (Courtesy https://qz.com/)

Related

Elon Musk wants to fly people
around the world in under an hour

SpaceX’s founder, Elon Musk, presented
his vision for getting people to Mars with-
in five years at the International Astronau-
tical Congress in the South Australia city
of Adelaide on Friday.

The spaceship, dubbed the BFR, would
carry about 100 people into outer space,
but at the end of his presentation he float-
ed the idea of using it to fly anywhere
around the world in less than 60 minutes.
He painted a picture of people boarding
a ship in New York City to head out to
a launchpad in the Hudson River, where
they take a 7,400-mile flight from the Big
Apple to Shanghai in just 39 minutes.
The most popular long-haul flights could
be completed in under 30 minutes, Musk
said — from Los Angeles to New York
in 25 minutes; Melbourne, Australia, to
Singapore or New York to London in 29
minutes; New York to Paris in 30 minutes;
and Sydney to Cape Town, South Africa,
in 35 minutes or all the way to Zurich in
50 minutes.

Elon Musk promises 39-minute
journeys from New York to Shang-
hai. (Photo/Boston Herald )

“If we’re building this thing to go to the
moon and Mars, then why not go to other
places on earth as well?” he said.

Musk offered no insight on costs, but the
idea would be the most dramatic change
to air travel since the supersonic Concord
arrived on the scene in the mid-1970s,
traveling at twice the speed of sound and
cutting the eight-hour flight between Paris
and New York to less than 3 1/2 hours.

He also promised a smooth ride.

“Once you’re out of the atmosphere,” he
said, “it will be smooth as silk, no turbu-
lence, nothing.” (Courtesy http://www.
businessinsider.com/)
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azon Adventure

By Jun Gai ed Tour: Out of the Amazon: Life on the River

The shaman wears a pectoral whichis decorated
with feathers in the form of wings.This gives the
shaman more power to cure sick people. wearing
pectoral gives the shaman the ability to connect to
higher spiritual powers

This young man as a younger generation off-
spring of a Traditional Tribal Father and Mother.
He is living between two cultures.

- His beads around his neck and possible Face
Tattoos, plus the Hand-woven basket work
with traditional patterns of the Amazon - Toads,
Jaguars, Monkeys - are symbols of half of

his life - the Tribal half.His Jeans and modern
Wristwatch tell us that he has been touched by
the Culture of Modern Commerce and Material
Belongings brought to the Amazon by Europe-
ans and Americans.

Shrunken Head

(F_rom Left to Right ) The young men wear this decoration the day
Dirk Van Tuerenhout, Ph.D.Curator of AnthropologyL  of their Initiation into Adulthood (with Stinging

,ynn Pettijohn Wisda ,Director of Volunteers ,Katherine  Ants). Before he passes the Initiation Test, the

Hu ( Billgual Educator),wwwwJohn L Carney (Chip) feathers are folded - not spread out and extend-

docent. ed as seen here. After he passes the Test, a
certain string can be pulled and the feathers ‘fan
out’ and look like the wing of the Newly Initiated
Adult.

the husband received a headress in a coremony for
defeaing the enemy. Howerver, the wife received a
more beautiful and fancy headress than her husband Instruments of Amazon etc.
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Although it has lashings of antebellum
atmosphere, writer-director Sofia Coppo-
la’s remake of the 1971 Don Siegel/Clint
Eastwood American civil war drama The
Beguiled lacks the malicious bite it needs.
Defanged and bowdlerised, it’s been
stripped of the sexual potency and li-
bidinous psychology of the original film
— which was based on Thomas Cullen’s
novel, A Painted Devil- and turned into a
parlour piece. The new film does work on
its own restrained terms, but it seems like
an unnecessary exercise in redoing what’s
been done much better in the past.

Colin Farrell plays McBurney, a Union
soldier who’s wounded while fighting
the Confederate rebels in the south. Mc-
Burney ends up sheltering in a school for
young southern ladies run by Miss Martha
(Nicole Kidman). Although they plan to
hand him over to Confederate troops, the
presence of a man stirs the sexual desires
of the girls, and they decide to let him stay
while he recovers.

Flirting leads to sex, and jealousies among
the women threaten to bring about his de-
mise. But The Beguiled needs a lot more
lust and a lot less caution. The passions
that are meant to drive the characters to
commit heinous acts are dampened to
point of invisibility, and though Kidman
seems primed to explode, she’s never giv-
en the chance to let rip.

It’s a pity that Coppola wrote the only
slave character out of the story, thus por-
traying a cleaned-up — and somewhat
ludicrous — depiction of the southern
states. Indeed, the new film only serves to
demonstrate how much Eastwood’s own
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Film Review — Now Showing In Hong Kong

“The Beguiled” -

Sofia Coppola’s American Civil War

Remake Lacks Bite Of Siegel/Eastwood Original

Nicole Kidman, Colin Farrell, Kirsten Dunst star in an updated but sanitised and lust-free version of Eastwood’s
1971 story of a wounded soldier hiding out in an all-girl school.

persona, then informed by his role as the
Man With No Name in Sergio Leone’s
spaghetti westerns, brought to the old one.
Much of the original’s success was down
to the fact that seeing the cool and mur-
derous Eastwood imprisoned by a bunch
of sexually repressed women in a girl’s
school proved intriguing. Farrell’s Mc-
Burney, by contrast, is simply manipu-
lative, and that’s not half as interesting.
(Courtesy http://www.scmp.com/)

Related

With The Beguiled, Sofia

Coppola Makes Southern

Gothic American Civil War
Tale Her Own

Director’s new film starring Colin Farrell,
Nicole Kidman, Kirsten Dunst and Elle
Fanning tells a ‘story of power between
men and women’ and will vie for honours
at the 70th annual Cannes Film Festival
in May

Sofia Coppola’s low-key personal style
and soft-spoken demeanour can make

it easy to
overlook that
she is among
the world’s
most celebrated
contemporary
filmmakers.
Her movies

y float gossamer
light, though
anchored by

a steely will —
not unlike the

Sofia Coppola, Writ-
er-Director

director herself.

She won an Oscar for the screenplay to
2003’s Lost in Translation and was nom-
inated for best director as well — one of
only four women ever nominated for the
Academy Award for director. Her new
picture, The Beguiled, will have its world
premiere next month as part of the main
competition at the Cannes Film Festival.
Set during the American civil war, the film
features a wounded Union solider (Colin
Farrell) who finds refuge on the grounds
of a Southern girls school whose residents
include Nicole Kidman, Kirsten Dunst and

Elle Fanning. As Farrell’s character con-
valesces, it becomes increasingly unclear
whether he is manipulating his female
caregivers or whether they are playing out
their own power games through him.

Coppola’s movie is based on the 1966 nov-
el of the same name by Thomas Cullinan,
which was previously adapted for film in
1971 by director Don Siegel and starring
Clint Eastwood. After watching the origi-
nal at the suggestion of her long-time pro-
duction designer Anne Ross (also an exec-
utive producer on The Beguiled), Coppola
found herself unexpectedly haunted by the
story, which lingered in her mind.

“I just thought the premise was so interest-
ing, because the story of power between
men and women was such an interest-

ing, loaded topic, and this premise really
heightened it with this setting during the
civil war,” the 45-year-old director said.
“The women were raised to be these per-
fect feminine creatures there for men, and
then all the men disappear.”

Coppola said that while shooting at the
historic Madewood Plantation House in
the US state of Louisiana, the film inad-
vertently gained a more contemporary in-
fluence. Portions of Beyoncé’s longform
Lemonade video were shot at the same
location, and actresses Fanning and Dunst
re-created an image of Beyoncé and Sere-
na Williams posing on a carved chair that
was posted online. Both images have an
enigmatic mix of languid sexuality and
forceful feminine power.

“I didn’t see Lemonade, but I saw the chair
and it was explained to me,” Coppola said.
“Definitely, we had a bunch of references,
and there is that kind of feminine, pastoral
world of faded nature that the movie starts
in, but then | love that it takes a dark turn.
“l was really excited about the whole
Southern Gothic genre and really embrac-
ing that. Especially when they were in
their long white nightgowns at night with
their candelabras, | got so into it. That was
a fun element to get into, the Southern
Gothic style and the challenge of how to
do that in my own way, to find my own
style within that genre.”

Coppola has often worked with young
or unknown performers, capturing piv-
otal performances from Dunst, Fanning,
Scarlett Johansson and Emma Watson.
But other than Bill Murray, she has rarely
worked with seasoned, full-on movie stars
of the likes of Kidman or Farrell. Coppo-
la admitted that she had Kidman in mind
when writing her screenplay.

“l don’t want to say intimidated, but she
was something new, and she’s such an
experienced, talented actress,” Coppola
said. “It was like watching a virtuoso or
an incredible athlete. We’d do a scene, and
she’d have five different emotions going
on at the same time.” (Courtesy http://
www.scmp.com/culture)
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Disaster recovery assistance is available without re-

Disaster Recovery Center Opens i o ity oo ic

ability, English proficiency or economic status. If you
or someone you know has been discriminated against,

4 HURRICANE HARVEY News call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-3362 (voice, 711/VRS -
ln ra nge 0 u n ty Video Relay Service) (TTY: 800-462-7585). Multilin-

gual operators are available (press 2 for Spanish).

i
W for assistance the following ways:
The U.S. Small Business Adminis-

o tration’s (SBA) disaster assistance +*Online at DisasterAssistance.gov.
employees are committed to helping  <Phone 800-621-3362 (voice, 711/
businesses and residents rebuild VRS-Video Relay Service) (TTY:
as quickly as possible. SBA repre- 800-462-7585). Multilingual op-
sentatives are available to answer erators are available (press 2 for
questions about SBA’s disaster loan  Spanish).

program and help business owners  «Via the FEMA app, available for

and residents apply to SBA. Apple and Android mobile devices.
To download visit: fema.gov/mo-
Disaster recovery centers are ac- bile-app.

cessible to people with disabilities. ~ The following information is helpful
Centers have assistive technology when registering:

equipment allowing disaster survi- *Address of the location where
vors to use amplified telephones, the damage occurred (pre-disaster
phones that display text, amplified address).
listening devices for people with +Current mailing address.
hearing loss and magnifiers for peo-  *Current telephone number.
ple with vision loss. sInsurance information.

*Total household annual income.
Video Remote Interpreting is avail-  *Routing and account number for

able and in-person sign language is  checking or savings account (this
available by request. The centers also allows FEMA to directly transfer
have accessible parking, ramps and  disaster assistance funds into a bank

restrooms. account).
*A description of disaster-caused
American Sign Language inter- damage and losse
Orange TX 77630 reters are available to assist at a Disaster survivors can visit any of the
AUST N’. Texas — A State of Texas/ Recovery specialists from the Federal ’ FI)DRC. Requests can be made via text centers for assistance. LocatiOI}lls of
FI.EMA Dlsa§ter Recovery Center. Emergency Management Agency Hours: Thursday- Saturday 9 am.to  message at (470) 379-5943. Survi-  other recovery centers are online at
will open Friday, Sept. 29, 2017,in — (FEMA) and the U.S. Small Business g p.m vors will need to provide their name, www.fema.gov/DRC.
Orange County in the city of Orange. Administration (SBA), the State and o the address of the DRC they will be ’ Homeowners, renters and busi-
. other agencies V‘{i” be at the center  geryjces Available: Registration, visiting, the date and time of their nesses in Aransas, Austin, Bastrop,
Disaster recovery centers offer to talk about assistance and to help  statys update, SBA and others. visit and the type of sign language ~ Bee, Brazoria, Calhoun, Chambers,
in-person support to individuals and  anyone who needs guidance in filing they are requesting. All requests for ~ Colorado, DeWitt, Fayette, Fort Bend,

businesses in counties included i an application. The new center is at Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  help should be made at least 24 hours Galveston, Goliad, Gonzales, Hardin,

the Texas federal disaster declaration - the following location: in advance of a DRC visit to ensure  Harris, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson,
for Hurricane Harvey and the subse-

S o Services Available: Registration assistance is available. Karnes, Kleberg, Lavaca, Lee, Liber-

quent floods. Administration Building assistance. ty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Newton,
If possible, homeowners, renters Nueces, Orange, Polk, Refugio, Sa-

123 South 6th Street Closed Sundays and businesses should register with  bine, San Jacinto, San Patricio, Tyler,

FEMA before visiting a recovery Victoria, Walker, Waller and Wharton
center. Eligible residents may register counties may be eligible for help.
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EMEEERMSTV Channel BH55.5 B#FE15.3 ' FERIWABT Please note: All TV manufacturers differ, so menu options, wording
{E5EE » BEAWRBENESBERREST15.3 (v Ik EHEHTIR and other items may vary. The best way to complete the channel scan
BB NECRPUSESEREN1538E  kREZWEREFT s to refer to the TV owner's manual. If that is unavailable, the follow-

i BRI TR NERE R TR - ing general steps should guide you through the process.
1.Using your television's remote control, press the Menu or Settin%s option.

Bl b se oo s N enuSEIE ST + BERE ) T BB EE R — Note® a "Smart TV" may have a smart button that must be used fo access
the settings menu. It will generally have the manufacturer's logo on it.
1 B2 AR B¢ Y& EMEN JLOGOERS © Fik 5 -
i HI‘SI’JEEE A_.#E&g x U@E- ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁm *fm B 2.Locate Channels or Tuner Set Up option.
B BRI o ERRERMURGUIR - EMENUR » EEHIRERE ( =
Channel Scan = Channel Search = 2Auto program ) » #{FEEREE %ﬂg&gghgy'%?t%:‘Knatgnonp;'g? ggbAlrétenna Type or Connection Type
RYFAEEPRTE - EEREHEDRRE  REFAERILHERAS D

4 Make sure that the designated setting is Cable (based on manufacturer,

Eﬁﬁi%ﬁ #EE « ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁzﬁﬁﬁﬁ—@ﬂ‘ﬁ *SRIBRE  alternate choices may include Digital Cable, CATV or Cable STD)

TR ERRMEEY - ‘m%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁml&ﬁ%ﬁﬂi 5.From the menu, choose Digital Channel Search (based on manufacturer,

Fr FRERGRERERRAE - alterngite choices may include Channel Scan, Channel Search or Auto pro
gram

6.Allow the TV to complete the search. You will see a bar listing how many
channels have been found. The process may take up to an hour.

7.0nce complete, confirm the menu prompt, then press an exit or quit option.
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