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Harris County is now
collecting residential debris.
For more information call 713-274-3880

(Inside C5)

Monday ,Octomber 2, 2017

www.today-america.com

| Southern News Group

U.S. directly communi-
cating with North Korea

A North Korean soldier squats along the Yalu Rlver in Sinuiju, North Korea which borders Dandong in Chma S Llaonlng province

(Reuters)

(Reuters) - The United States said
on Saturday it was directly commu-
nicating with North Korea, seeking
to start a dialogue with Pyongyang
as its advancing nuclear and missile
programs stoke fears of an armed
confrontation.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
made the disclosure about the com-
munications during a trip to China
and said it was important to find a
way to reduce tensions with North
Korea.

“We are probing, so stay tuned,”
Tillerson told a group of reporters in
Beijing.

“We ask: “Would you like to talk?’
We have lines of communications
to Pyongyang. We’re not in a dark
situation, a blackout.”

He said that communication was
happening directly and cited two or
three U.S. channels open to Pyong-
yang.

“We can talk to them. We do talk

to them,” he said, without elaborat-
ing about which Americans were
involved in those contacts or how
frequent they were.

The goal of any initial dialogue
would be simple: finding out directly

from
Several North Ko- ~ North
Korea
rean missiles were what it
wants to
recently spotted discuss.
moved from a rock- “We hav-
et facility in the en’t even
gotten
capital Pyongyang, that far
yet,” he
South Korea’s Ko- said.
rean Broadcasting Tiller-
System (KBS) re- son’s
remarks
ported late Friday  followed
a day of
meetings

in Beijing, which has been alarmed
by recent exchanges of war-like
threats and personal insults between
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

and Trump.

1 think the whole situation’s a bit
overheated right now,* Tillerson
said. I think everyone would like
for it to calm down.

“Obviously it would help if North
Korea would stop firing off mis-
siles. That’d calm things down a
lot.”

South Korean officials have voiced
concerns that North Korea could
conduct more provocative acts near
the anniversary of the founding of
its communist party on Oct. 10,

or possibly when China holds its
Communist Party Congress on Oct.
18.

North Korea is fast advancing
toward its goal of developing a
nuclear-tipped missile capable of
hitting the U.S. mainland. It con-
ducted its sixth and largest nuclear
test on Sept. 3 and has threatened
to test a hydrogen bomb over the
Pacific.

U.S. officials including Tillerson

say Beijing, after long account-
ing for some 90 percent of
North Korea’s foreign trade,
appears increasingly willing to
cut ties to its neighbor’s econo-
my by adopting United Nations
sanctions.

Tillerson said he believed Chi-

na’s more assertive posture was
due to its realization that North
Korea’s nuclear and missile ca-
pabilities had advanced too far.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson (L) meeting with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping (R) at
the Great Hall of the People on
September 30, 2017 in Bei-
jing, China. REUTERS/Lintao
Zhang/Pool

“I think they also have a sense
that we’re beginning to run

out of time, and that we really
have to change the dynamic,”
Tillerson said.

The goal of the sanctions would
be getting North Korea’s Kim
to view nuclear weapons as a
liability, not a strength.

World Economy

S&P 500, Nasdaqg hit
records on tech lift

The S&P 500 and the Nasdaq ad-
vanced to record levels on Friday,
buoyed by gains in technology stocks,
while each of the major indexes closed
out the quarter with solid gains.

Technology .SPLRCT was the best
performing of the major S&P sectors,
up 0.75 percent, its fourth straight day
of gains to recover from a selloff earli-
er in the week.

The S&P and Nasdaq closed at records
for the third straight day and the
benchmark S&P index posted its sixth
straight month of gains.

“It really sums up kind of what we saw
all month and all quarter, another calm
day,” said Ryan Detrick, senior market
strategist at LPL Financial in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

“This is one of the least volatile
Septembers in history, it is kind of a
continuation of that real dull trading
with a nice upward bias.”

For September, the Dow gained 2.1
percent, the S&P rose 1.9 percent and
the Nasdaq advanced 1.05 percent.

Facebook’s (FB.O) 1.23-percent gain
provided the biggest lift to both the
Nasdaq and the S&P to help pace the
advance.
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Share Your News with
Southern Daily

If you would like to share news or
information with our readers, please
send the unique stories, business
news ,organization events, and
school news to us includinig your
name and phone number in case
more information is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
scdailypage@hotmail.com
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai 281-498-4310
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Fast-Food Chain Sonic Reporting
A Possible Credit Card Breach

A drive-thru window at a Sonic
restaurant in Houston, Texas.

Fans of fast-food chain Sonic might want
to take a second look at their credit card
statements.

The burger and cold drink destination said
this week that its customers may be in
danger of credit card fraud after discover-
ing “unusual activity” regarding the credit
and debit cards used at its locations.

Fans of fast-food chain Sonic might want
to take a second look at their credit card
statements.

The burger and cold drink destination said
this week that its customers may be in
danger of credit card fraud after discover-
ing “unusual activity” regarding the credit
and debit cards used at its locations.
According to Reuters, the company that
handles those processes informed Sonic
that there was some unusual activity.
Typically, customers use an outdoor swip-
ing system to pay for food with a credit
or debit card. Sonic has more than 3,600
locations in 45 states across the Unit-
ed States, including nearly 200 in the
Houston area. They are either corporate-

stolen they can be sold on the dark web for
up to $50. (Courtesy http://www.chron.
com/business/article)

Related

Whole Foods Hit By Credit
Card Hack At Several Stores

If you ate or drank at Whole Foods recent-
ly, you might want to keep a close eye on
your credit card transactions.

Shopping at Whole Foods might have cost
customers more than just overpriced av-

ocados.

The popular grocery chain, which Amazon
bought for $13.7 billion in June, warned
customers Thursday that thieves stole
payment card information at several of its
stores. The cyberattack hit Whole Foods’
taprooms and restaurants, not stores’ pri-
mary checkout lines, the company said.
These in-store taprooms and restaurants
use a different payments system than
the regular Whole Foods checkout. The
hack didn’t spread to Amazon’s payment
servers because they’re not connected to

Whole Foods’ stores, the company said.
Point-of-sales attacks often target popular
chains. Fast food joints likeChipotle and
Wendy’s have been hit in the past, with
hackers stealing customer credit card in-
formation. Cybercriminals often look
for easy targets to make quick cash, and
restaurants have shown they’re simple to
hack.

Whole Foods has 449 stores in the US and
more than 40 sell beer on tap. It’s unclear
how many restaurants Whole Foods has.
“While most Whole Foods Market stores

do not have these taprooms and restau-
rants, Whole Foods Market encourages
its customers to closely monitor their pay-
ment card statements and report any unau-
thorized charges to the issuing bank,” the
company said in a statement.

Whole Foods declined to comment on
how many people are affected and which
stores were hacked.

The grocery chain said it’s working with
a cybersecurity forensics firm and law en-
forcement to investigate who is behind the
attack. (Courtesy https://www.cnet.com/)
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ly-owned or owned by franchisees.

This possible breach was first reported by
security blog KrebsonSecurity last week,
which noted that when card numbers are

) HC)LISEDD

NE@rnacionac Tr
DEVeLOPMENE COUNTI

S PANDING US (&

MAGAS

IH]HIIIHII[IIHI[
FIC

MEDIA SPONSOR
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A hand is seen through a giant Estelada (Catalan separatist flag) in the
University of Barcelona’s historic building a day before the banned October
1 independence referendum in Barcelona

Artists dressed as Hindu gods Rama and Laxman act as fireworks explode during
Vijaya Dashmi, or Dussehra festival celebrations in Chandigarh

i { x X%
Britain’s Prime Minister, Theresa May and her husband Philip, arrive at the
Midland Hotel the day before the opening of the Conservative Party Conference,
in Manchester

A rebel from Colombia’s Marxist National Liberation Army shows his weapon in
the northwestern jungles

Congolese cyclists and motorists drive along the Rugby Union - Championship - South Africa’s People attend a demonstration in favour of a unified
main street of Uvira, South Kivu Springboks v Australia’s Wallabies Spain a day before the banned October 1 indepen-
dence referendum, in Barcelona
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Sept. 28 (UPI) -- The Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services on Thursday
said it is opening a special enrollment
periods for Medicare and the healthcare
exchange for people affected by the recent
hurricane season.

Some U.S. residents affected by Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma or Maria may be able
to make changes to their Medicare plan or
drop the plan starting from the beginning
of the incident date through the end of the
calendar year.

The CMS also opened up 2017 plan en-
rollment for those who experienced a
special qualifying event between 60 days
before the qualifying event and Dec. 31.
The regular open enrollment period for
the healthcare exchange for 2018 plans is
Nov. 1-Dec. 15. People who live in areas
affected by hurricanes could have until
Dec. 31 to enroll.

“The lives of millions of Americans have
been disrupted and impacted in some way
by recent hurricanes,” said CMS Admin-
istrator Seema Verma. “Setting up special
enrollment periods gives Medicare bene-
ficiaries and individuals seeking coverage
on the Federal Exchange the opportunity
to access health coverage during this diffi-
cult time and when they need it the most.
We remain committed to doing all we can
to help support the areas and individuals
affected by these historic and catastrophic

hurricanes.” (Courtesy https://www.upi.
com)
Related

Recently Released Map Of

Harris County’s Flood Control
Infrastructure Shows The Dam-
age Left Behind By Harvey

One month ago, Houston underwent a
1,000-year flooding event that tested the
city’s ability to handle several trillion gal-
lons of water.

As homes and businesses flooded, the
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HURRICANE HARVEY UPDATES

Hurricane Victims Will Get Special Enrollment
Period For Healthcare Exchange, Medicare

Storm victim Paul Naron carries out damaged |tems from h|s flooded house after Hurricane Irma struck in Co-
conut Grove, Fla., on September 11. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services said some hurricane victims
may be eligible for a special open enrollment period for the healthcare exchange and Medicare. Photo by Ken

Cedeno/UPI

region’s bayous, creeks,
channels and basins were
pushed to the limit. Now,
Flood Control District
officials are starting to
piece together the damage
left behind by the historic
flooding.

In a recently released map,
city officials highlighted
areas of Harris County’s
flood control infrastructure
that are in need of repairs.
Needless to say, an incredi-

EPe® 0 @ @ nnnn

ble effort remains.

Map of Houston’s flood control infrastructure

It's clear from the map that shows areas in need of repair; basically every-

debris plagues Houston’s \yhere.

8 ¥ P9 B8

KIREXREEHME
BRER 10EFRESHE

({&fr108 U1)
LB K S B spgr g,
SR W B S o # 1

V¥ith this coupon. Not wild with olher offers. Expires 7130113

13715 Murphy Rd « Suite D « Stafford Tx « 77477

Tel: 281-261-8900 Fax: 281-261-6660

—ENE  TE120 B RE SR
Save Up to 50% on Energy Bills

info@valuewindowsdoorshouston,com
www.valuewindowsdoorshouston.com

Made in Texas —
THES pREEsLE 2004

Double Pane * Lifetime Warranty « Sound & Energy Efﬁcnent

vf|

kil M

BEE . RREE

Sl il
sXaeH - wmgs (0
SEEE - ZRER 1

. awgiit

,Dq ﬂ,

iﬂl]ﬂ&-‘ﬂi‘;ﬂ ﬁa‘i’f‘“"k HENE -

D04-VALUE WINDOWS 1R

last defense against flooding. A higher
resolution version of the map is also avail-
able upon request.

So far, Houston has allocated $10.3 mil-
lion to help repair the city’s anti-flooding
framework, but more will be sought from
agencies such as the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, according
to city officials. (Courtesy Chron.com)

Related

Royal Caribbean Cancels
Cruise, Sends Ship To
Help Puerto Rico

Set to arrive in port last week, the
3,800 passenger cruise liner will be
delivering supplies and evacuating
people from the Caribbean island,
according to CNN.

Puerto Rico was devastated by Hurricane
Maria a little more than a week ago and
continues to suffer from flooding, lack
of power, communication and damaged
buildings.

In an emotional interview, the mayor of
San Juan, Puerto Rico described the is-
land’s situation as a “humanitarian crisis”
and issued a S.0.S for anyone able to help.

Neighbors sit on a couch outside
their destroyed homes as sun sets
in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria,
in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico, Tuesday,
Sept. 26, 2017. (AP Photo/Gerald
Herbert)

Governor Ricardo Rossello and Resident
Commissioner Jennifer Gonzalez, the is-
land’s representative in Congress, have
said they intend to seek more than a billion
in federal assistance and they have praised
the response to the disaster by President
Donald Trump, who plans to visit Puerto
Rico next week, as well as FEMA Admin-
istrator Brock Long.

Royal Caribbean’s cruise ship isn’t the
only privately-owned vehicle heading to
Puerto Rico to help. Dallas Mavericks
owner Mark Cuban recently let one of the
team’s players borrow his plane to aid in
recovery efforts. In addition, rapper Pit-
bull is also sending his private jet to aid
hospital patients on the island. (Courtesy
Chron.com)
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Faith-based, Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations

May Be Eligible for FEMA Disaster Grants

-

Marines and Sailors with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit help distribute food, water, and supplies in
support of the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma as citizens raise
a flag at a distribution point in Key West, Florida, U.S. September 14, 2017.

critical services that may qualify for
FEMA PA grants include:

private nonprofits through its Public ~ *Private schools that provide elemen-
tary or secondary education or an
institution of higher education;
+Hospitals and other medical-treat-

AUSTIN, Texas - Faith-based
organizations, in addition to other

community, volunteer, and nonprofit  Agsistance program. Community,
organizations in areas eligible for volunteer, faith-based, and private
the Federal Emergency Management  ponprofit organizations conducting
Agency’s (FEMA) Public Assistance

program as part of a Presidential ernmental nature that sustained di-
Major Disaster Declaration may saster damage may be able to receive electrical systems.
apply for FEMA grants to help them  FEMA Public Assistance (PA) grants
get back to the business of helping  to repair or replace their facilities so
others. they can continue offering critical
and essential community services.

territorial governments and certain

As part of its mission, FEMA pro-

«Food programs;

Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard
to race, color, religion, nationality, sex, age, disabil-
ity, English proficiency or economic status. If you or
someone you know has been discriminated against, call
FEMA toll-free at 800-621-3362 (voice, 711/VRS - Vid-
eo Relay Service) (TTY: 800-462-7585). Multilingual
operators are available (press 2 for Spanish).

eEducational enrichment activities;
«Custodial and day care services;
«Disability residential services;
+Assisted living and low-income
housing;

eHomeless shelters and rehabilitation
services; and

«Performing and community arts
centers.

Additionally, when any organization,
such as faith-based organizations,
schools, or community centers, pro-

. vide emergency protective measures
§ such as sheltering and feeding survi-

vors on behalf of state, local, tribal, or

SBA loans do not cover.

The SBA may provide up to $2 mil-
lion to most private nonprofits in the
form of low interest disaster loans.

To learn more about and apply for an
SBA loan go online to sba.gov/disas-
ter or email disastercustomerservice@
sba. gov. If you cannot access the
website, call 800-659-2955. If you use
TTY, call 800-877-8339.

The first step to receive a FEMA PA
grant for your faith-based, com-
munity, volunteer or other private
nonprofit organization is to submit a

critical and essential services of a gov- ment facilities; and
«Utilities including water, sewer, and

Types of non-critical, essential ser-
vices that may be eligible for Public
Assistance grants include:

«Senior citizen and community cen-
vides grants to state, local, tribal, and - Types of organizations which provide ters or other community services;

territorial governments, FEMA may  Request for Public Assistance (RPA)
reimburse the costs of those services  to the state, tribe, or territory within
to the state, local, tribal, or territorial the deadline, typically 30 days after
government. The government and designation of the area but it may be
the organization must enter intoan  extended. Information on the RPA
agreement for these services, even if ~ deadline is updated on state, tribe
the agreement is post-event; and the  or territory emergency management
government could then reimburse the websites. Faith-based organizations
organization. should contact their state, local, trib-

al, or territorial emergency manage-
Only organizations with state or IRS  ment office for more information.
tax-exempt status may be considered.
For more information about eligible
essential and critical service provid- ~ Harvey and Texas recovery, visit the
ers, go online to FEMA.gov and ref-  Hurricane Harvey disaster web page,
erence the Public Assistance Program the FEMA Harvey Facebook page,
and Policy Guide. the @FEMARegion6 Twitter account,
and the Texas Division of Emergency
Management website.

For more information on Hurricane

Organizations that provide services
of a non-critical, essential govern-
mental nature must first apply for a
low-interest disaster loan from the
U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) before being considered for a
PA grant. Public Assistance grants
may be able to provide assistance to
organizations that provide non-crit-
ical, essential governmental services
for repair or replacement costs that

FEMA's mission is to support our
citizens and first responders to ensure
that as a nation we work together to
build, sustain and improve our capa-
bility to prepare for, protect against,
respond to, recover from and mitigate
all hazards.
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