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A woman lights candles at a vigil on the Las Vegas strip following a mass shooting at the Route 91 Harvest Country MUSIC Festlval in Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.,
October 2, 2017

[ATter one of the deadliest mass shootings] U.S. history, by killing himself. He left Paddock’s brother, Eric, has described himself as equally
in United States history, killing 59 and| an arsenal of 42 guns but no clear clues mystified by the attack.
LAS VEGAS (Reuters) - injuring more than 520, one question| as to why he staged the attack on a crowd The attack stirred
hung heaviest over Las Vegas: Why? of 20,000 from a 32nd-floor window of . well-off enthusiast of video pok-
the fractious debate A i A
the Mandalay Bay hotel. More than 500 er and cruises, with no history of

Law enforcement officials puzzled retiree with no criminal record to as- people were injured, some trampled. about gun ownership mental health issues
on Tuesday over what motivated semble an arsenal in a high-rise Las Federal, state and local investigators have in the United States,
Vegas hotel and T which is protected by .
found no evidence that Paddock, 64, had President Donald Trump told

the Second Amend-

rain gunfire onto even incidental contacts with foreign or ment to the Consti reporters on Tuesday that
a outdoor concert, domestic extremist groups, and reviews tution. and about Paddock had been “a sick
killing at least 59 of his history show no underlying pattern ’ man, a demented man.” He

how much that right
should be subject to
controls.

people.
The gunman,
identified as

of lawbreaking or hate speech, a senior
U.S. homeland security official said on

declined to answer a question
about whether he considered

Tuesday.“We cannot even rule out mental the attack an act of domestic
Stephen Paddock, illness or some form of brain damage, terrorism.
ended Sunday although there’s no evidence of that,
night’s shooting either,” the official said, speaking on the Trump was due to visit Las Vegas on Wednesday.
spree, the dead- condition of anonymity to discuss the
liest in modern probe.
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Vi visited
Costa Rica late last week and continued
on to Panama over the weekend, where he
inaugurated a new Chinese Embassy on
Sunday as part of his country’s effort to
expand its presence in Latin America.

“Panama is an important transport nex-

GLOBAL SHIFTS IN LATIN AMERICA

China Opens Panamanian Embassy -- Seeks
Expanded Trade With Latin Amerlca

vestigations continue into the unexplained
“health attacks.”

The U.S. decision to expel a large portion
of Cuban staff at the embassy was com-
municated to Cuban Ambassador Jose
Ramon Cabanas on Tuesday, and the dip-
lomats were given seven days to leave the

us in the Western Hemisphere and has a
well-developed financial sector,” Wang
said, adding that the country could play
a key role in increased trade, investment
and diplomacy in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Most nations in the Central American
region maintain diplomatic ties with
Taiwan. The exceptions are Costa Rica,
which ended its diplomatic relations with
Taipei and initiated ties with Beijing a
decade ago during the administration of
President Oscar Arias, and now Panama
as well.

Panamanian President Carlos Varela
called the opening of the Embassy “a his-
toric moment.”

Before heading to Panama, Wang visited
San José, where he signed a cooperation
memorandum with Foreign Minister Man-
uel Gonzélez.

“We have had 10 years of good coopera-
tion” with Costa Rica, Wang told report-
ers at Casa Amarilla, the Foreign Minis-
try, where the signing of the memorandum
was overseen by President Luis Guillermo
Solis on Sept. 15.

José on Sept. 15. (PHOTO / AFP)

Wang declined to respond to an AFP re-
porter’s question on North Korea.

The Chinese minister was stopping in
Costa Rica and Panama on his way to the
United States, to participate in the UN

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
(R) and Panama’s vice president
and foreign minister Isabel Saint
Malo de Alvaradoa during a talk on
June 13, 2017 in Beijing, China.

Wang’s talks with Gonzalez and Solis
took place as the UN Security Council
met and condemned North Korea’s latest
launch of a ballistic missile over Japan.
China is North Korea’s sole ally.

In addition to discussing bilateral issues,
Gonzalez said the talks included “a brief
review of the situation in the Korean pen-
insula.” He did not elaborate.

General Assembly in New York. He is due
to give a speech there on Thursday.

China already has close investment ties
with Costa Rica, where it has built sever-
al major projects including the National
Stadium in Sabana Park. The new mem-
orandum aims to deepen that relationship
with further development of Costa Rican
infrastructure, as well as boosting trade
and cultural, educational and tourist ex-
changes, and cooperating on clean energy.
(Courtesy http://www.ticotimes.net/)

Related

I

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (L) waves to the press next to his Costa Rican counterpart Manuel Gonzalez
after signing an agreement on economic and technical cooperation at the Costa Rican Foreign Ministry in San

U.S. Orders Expulsion Of 15
Cuban Diplomats

The Cuban national flag is seen
raised over their new embassy in
Washington July 20, 2015. REU-
TERS/Carlos Barria/File Photo

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Trump
administration on Tuesday ordered the

United States, the official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

The move follows an announcement on
Friday that the United States was sharply
reducing its diplomatic presence in Cuba
as it warned U.S. citizens not to visit be-
cause of attacks that have caused hearing
loss, dizziness and fatigue in U.S. embas-
sy personnel.

“Until the Government of Cuba can en-
sure the safety of our diplomats in Cuba,
our embassy will be reduced to emergency
personnel to minimize the number of dip-
lomats at risk of exposure to harm,” Tiller-
son said in a statement.

“We continue to maintain diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba, and will continue to
cooperate with Cuba as we pursue the in-
vestigation into these attacks,” he added.
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expulsion of 15 diplomats from Cuba’s
embassy in Washington following last
week’s U.S. move to pull more than half
of its own diplomats out of Havana.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said
the latest decision was made due to Cu-

ba’s “failure to take appropriate steps” to
protect American personnel in Cuba who
have been targeted in mysterious “attacks”
that have damaged their health.

The steps being taken by President Don-
ald Trump’s administration mark a further
blow to his predecessor Barack Obama’s
policy of rapprochement between Wash-
ington and Havana, former Cold War foes.
A State Department official said the num-
ber of expulsions was selected to make
sure the U.S. and Cuban embassies would
have “equitable staffing levels” while in-

The number of American diplomats suf-
fering symptoms has increased to 22, the
State Department official said.

The official maintained that despite the
U.S. moves, Washington was not assign-
ing “culpability” to Cuba’s Communist
government.

Several Cuban-American Republican
lawmakers, including U.S Senator Marco
Rubio and Representative Ileana Ros-Le-
htinen, had urged that Cuban diplomats be
expelled in retaliation for the Cuban gov-
ernment’s failure to get to the bottom of
the attacks. (Courtesy Reuters)
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D}S\Oﬁwf% A Snapshot Of The World

Stephen Paddock, 84’ the gunman.\llvfilr; a:ttacked the Trump visits Puerto Rico to survey damage from Hurricane Maria and relief efforts
Route 91 Harvest music festival in a mass shooting in

Las Vegas, is seen in an undated social media photo

obtained by Reuters on October 3,

- i
Flowers and candles are seen by site of the Route 91 music festival mass
shooting outside the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino in Las Vegas

A hand is seen through a giant Estelada (Catalan separatist flag) in the
University of Barcelona’s historic building a day before the banned October
1 independence referendum in Barcelona
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Demonstrators rally during oral arguments in Gill v. Whitford, a case about parti-
san gerrymandering in electoral districts, at the Supreme Court in Washington

Ak

Wells Fargo & Company CEO and President Tim Sloan testifies before the
Senate Banking Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington

_y

An election campaign poster of far-right Freedom Actor and former California Governor Arnold o - :
party (EPO) IeagergHeFi)nz-Christian Sgtrache s pic- Schwarzenegger waits to speak after oral arguments Britain’s Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson addresses
tured in Absam. Austria. October in Gill v. Whitford at the Supreme Court in Washington ~ the Conservative Party conference in Manchester
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Houston’s Taylor Construction Project Management Thrives
Wlth Capltal Improvement Projects In Texas, China And Beyond

Houston, TX - Since their start-up days,
Taylor Construction Management has
been recognized for their commitment to
philanthropy, professional development,
global thinking and rapid year over year
revenue growth. Their highly effective
business style lead to an international
presence that flourished after their first
project was carried out in mainland China.
“Our entry into the international market
was a bit unorthodoxed as that is where
we got our start.

We’ve managed to maintain consistent
work in Asia and we are, often, offered no-
bid projects due to our reputation in the
Asian market,” said Kelley Taylor, TCM
Founding Partner and CEO.

“What we have found is that a lot of in-
ternational companies, especially in the
bioscience industry, have a healthy respect
for the Western code compliance, so they
prefer

that we have someone who is well-versed
in US codes and compliance to over-
see their projects. Every now and again,
Troi likes to stay in the saddles of doing
projects, so he tends to do our projects in
Asia.”

In their worldwide pursuits, TCM is con-
sistently chosen for large-scale devel-
opment support because of their ability
to navigate cultural and inter-company
norms. Texas A&M University System
(TAMUS) has recently chosen TCM, for a
competitive Project Management Support
Services (PMSS) contract. TAMUS uses
these services to augment their Facilities
Planning and Construction (FP&C) de-
partment as they manage capital improve-
ment projects across their 11-system uni-
versities in Texas.

TCM has been selected multiple times by
TAMUS as a value-added solution to pro-

‘&

vide project management and construction
code inspection services on projects rang-
ing from sports complexes and administra-
tive support buildings to dental and nurs-
ing schools. Recently, TAMUS released a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to add
master agreement for PMSS and, for the
third consecutive time over a 5-year peri-
od, TCM was chosen as a valued resource.
“In just six years, my husband and | have
developed Taylor Construction Manage-
ment into an award-winning global firm
by making customer service a top prior-
ity,” said Kelley Taylor, TCM Founding
Partner and CEO. “Receiving the dis-
tinction of a third contract with TAMUS
further cements our drive to break down
barriers as minority entrepreneurs in this
industry and execute every project to per-
fection.”

Memorial Hermann Heart & Vascu-
lar Institute

This project, recently completed, is a new,
multi-story facility on the MHHS campus
adjacent to the existing Cullen Pavilion.
On average, the capital improvement bud-
get has ranged from $1B to upwards of
$3B. The contract is open-ended so there
is no established budget or project scope.
TAMUS has the right to add scope to the
blanket contract to augment FP&C on any
capital improvement project throughout
their network.

“Taylor Construction Management has
been an invaluable asset as they continue
to provide project management services
in College Station, Stephenville and var-
ious locations in North Texas,” said Russ
Wallace, Executive Director for TAMUS
FP&C. “We’ve renewed this partnership
again and again because of the elevated
level of service we experience while col-
laborating with Kelley and Troi Taylor, as
well as the ethics, dedication, innovation
and industry knowledge they continue to

ZEAREIBERANF LR

Dong Yan, DDS, Ph.D —+ % & FB4ER

put forth.”

Since their start-up days, TCM has been
recognized for their commitment to
philanthropy, professional development,
and rapid year over year revenue growth.
Their PMSS contract with the Texas A&M
University System will enable them to
once again demonstrate their planning,
design and construction expertise on a
large scale.

More information on Taylor Construction
Management can be found at www.tcm-
lic.com.

To schedule interviews, please contact
Ashley Small at 281-827-3419 or ash-
ley@medley-inc.com.

Related

Taylor Construction Proj-
ect Management Select-
ed to Manage Capital
Improvement Projects
across Texas A&M Univer-
sity System

Houston, TX, September 25, 2017- Tex-
as A&M University System (TAMUS) has
chosen Houston-based project manage-
ment consulting firm, Taylor Construction
Management (TCM), for a competitive
Project Management Support Services
(PMSS) contract. TAMUS uses these ser-
vices to augment their Facilities Planning
and Construction (FP&C) department as
they manage capital improvement proj-
ects across their 11-system universities in
Texas.

TCM has been selected multiple times as
a value-added solution to provide proj-
ect management and construction code
inspection services on projects ranging
from sports complexes and administrative

support buildings to dental and nursing
schools. Recently, TAMUS released a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to add
master agreement for PMSS and, for the
third consecutive time over a 5-year peri-
od, TCM was chosen as a valued resource.
“In just six years, my husband and | have
developed Taylor Construction Manage-
ment into an award-winning global firm
by making customer service a top prior-
ity,” said Kelley Taylor, TCM Founding
Partner and CEO. “Receiving the dis-
tinction of a third contract with TAMUS
further cements our drive to break down
barriers as minority entrepreneurs in this
industry and execute every project to per-
fection.”

On average, the capital improvement bud-
get has ranged from $1B to upwards of
$3B. The contract is open-ended so there
is no established budget or project scope.
TAMUS has the right to add scope to the
blanket contract to augment FP&C on any

St. Lukes Hospital at The Vintage
Greenfield Hospital - New Con-
struction Houston, Texas

track completion and/or stringent regu-
latory requirements. For organizations
comfortable with the practice of hiring
third-party project leadership, TCM is
positioned to elevate current leadership
expectations by demonstrating that any
project can be delivered within all cost/
schedule/scope parameters given the right
project management style.

capital improvement project
throughout their network.
More information on Taylor
Construction Management
can be found at www.tcm-
Ilc.com.

To schedule interviews,
please contact Ashley Small
at 281-827-3419 or ashley@
medley-inc.com.

ABOUT TAYLOR
CONSTRUCTION

Saturday, October 14, 2017

Lien Hoa Buddhist Temple
6709 Howell Sugar Land Rd.
Houston, Texas 77083

HARVEY RELIEF
FUNDRAISERTCONCERT

5:00PM-8:00PM

MANAGEMENT:

Taylor Construction Man-
agement (TCM) is a global
company - positioned to
provide a quantifiable return
on investment across all in-
dustries. TCM employs stra-
tegic thinkers that possess a
blend of technical acumen
while having the leadership
capability to creatively re-
spond to any project need.
TCM s at the forefront of
mission critical facility im-
provement projects with
unique leadership needs to
deliver a tight budget, fast-

a mission })’ﬁelp those |mpac1ed by hur):tcane Harvey ‘

Admission//

All proceeds will go to organizatiol
those affected by hurricane Harvey.
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FAFSA® student aid filings begin October 1 Organic mattress claim
put to bed

If you’re a high school or
college student, or their parent,
it’s nearly time for the 2018-19
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®) form,
which becomes available Octo-
ber 1, 2017.

By Alesha Hernandez

Consumer Education Specialist, FTC
with a safety shield it invented.

When I had my first child, I investigated ~ The FTC's first misleading organic
everything I bought_especiauy the crib beddlng complaint has details. Moon-
mattress. I researched the companies llght Slumber, LLC advertised one Of its
selling the mattresses and the materials mattresses as “organic” and another as
a “safe, organic alternative to tra-
ditional crib mattresses.” The truth
is that the cores of the “organic”
mattresses—the parts that makes
% up most of the mattress—and the

By Colleen Tressler
Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

Completing the FAFSA form is free, and

it give§ you access to the largest source of ] fire barriers are not organic, and
financial aid to pay for college or career Retrieval Tool. The tool returns for the FAFSA form | 1 . about 70% of the cotton covers
school. Submit your FAFSA form as soon October 1. = -2 B - are not organic. The company also

as you can. Many states and schools allocate
funds on a first-come, first-served basis.

And some states have deadlines for filing the
FAFSA form to be eligible for certain kinds of

made up a “Green Safety Shield”
certification and awarded it to
itself.

While you're at it, remember never to share your FSA
ID (it's what you use to log in to fill out your FAFSA
form). And watch for scholarship and financial aid

state aid. scams. Ads or offers from companies may claim they So what can you do if you're not
, ) . . can get you financial aid, including grants, student sure about a company’s claims

Theres ho peed to wait until your family has loans, work-study and other types of aid. For a pro- about its products?Get the facts:

filed their income taxes to submlt. your FAF- cessing fee, they say they’ll handle all the paperwork. in the bedding. Some parents will spend Do your research on the product and

?’A for m..The 2018-19 form requires 2016 tax But the only way to get access to all that aid is by filling top dollar for the comfort or safety rat- the company. Look for reviews on

1nfo.rmat10n.. You may be able to transfer your out your FAFSA form. And that’s free. ing, while others may invest in an organ-  impartial sites not associated with the

tax information directly from the Internal . .

: X ic label. But what if a company makes company.

Revenue Service (IRS) by using the IRS Data If you hear from companies or see offers that say claims it can’t support? According to the ~ Check out certifications: Seals or

they’ll process your FAFSA for a fee, stop. You can find FTC, one company, Moonlight Slumber, certifications can be useful, but only if

LLC, deceptively advertised its mattress-  they’re backed up by solid standards.

e, SRt ;ﬁ;;:ﬂ The package also should tell you about

ATF announces $11,000 reward after guns stolen in pawn shop robbery

any connections the company has to
the organization behind the seal, if
that connection might influence your
opinion about the certificate or seal. An
online search may give you informa-
tion about how long a certification has
existed, and who is behind it.

Don't settle for a shabby product:
Disappointed by a product or service
you've paid for? Use these strategies on
solving consumer problems or report it

Monte Carlo with damage on the
front end, according to a news
release detailing the robbery.
Authorities released this descrip-

ly 6 feet tall and weighing 160
pounds.

Three men who robbed an east Hous-

ton pawn shop last week are still at
large, authorities said. Anyone with any information

On Sept. 28, the trip entered the about the robbery should contact

ti f the robbers: The first .
Cash America Pawn on the 6000 ton o .e 1o bTrsk h ¢ drs d martl ATF at 888-ATF-TIPS or CrimeS-
was wearing a black hooded coa toppers at 713-222-TIPS, he

and black pants. The second was
wearing a black jacket, gray pants,
tan hat, tennis shoes. The last
robber was wearing a gray hooded

block of Lyons brandishing handguns
and using masks to hide their faces.
One of the thieves shot fired off a
shot, authorities said, before the three

said. Individuals can also submit
information through the mobile
Reportlt® app, available both on

fled the store with four firearms and t red pant Jals. All th Google Play and the Apple App es as organic and labeled its products to the FTC.
$19,000 worth of jewelry. They drove coan Te parll Z sﬁn. afs' '€ Store. Tipsters can remain anon- For more about information about
away in a black, 2004 Chevrolet men concealed thelr faces, were ymous. organic claims, read Shopping “Green”

described as being approximate-
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