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Big role for U.S. at climate talks
despite withdrawal from Paris deal

Alister Doyle, Nina Chestney

OSLO/LONDON (Reuters) - The United
States will play a big role at global talks
next month on shaping the Paris agree-
ment on climate change, to the dismay
of some nations that want Washington
sidelined because of President Donald
Trump’s plan to withdraw from the deal.
U.S. officials have said they will be con-
structive at the annual 195-nation climate
meeting in Bonn, Germany, from Nov.
6-17 to work on a “rule book” for the
2015 Paris plan to shift the world econo-
my from fossil fuels this century.

But other nations are torn between wel-
coming or berating Washington’s envoys
after Trump’s decided in June to pull out
and instead promote the U.S. fossil fuel
industry.

Washington retains its place in the talks
because the Paris pact stipulates that no
country can formally pull out before No-
vember 2020.

“The Trump regime really needs to walk
away and not hold the rest of the world

hostage to the President’s ineptitude,” said
lan Fry, who represents Tuvalu, a low-lying
Pacific island nation at risk of rising sea
levels and storm surges.

This year is on track to  He told Reuters
be the second warmest ~ that Trump’s -
since records began pro-coal policies,
in the 19th century, and doubts that
behind 2016. Scien- cllma;ek::hange 1S
. .. caused by man-
tists say rising tem- made greenhouse
peratures will stoke gas emissions,
ever more powerful could under-
hurricanes, floods and  mine urgency at
wildfires. the meeting of
senior officials
and environment
ministers.

The White House did not respond to
requests for comment and the State Depart-
ment has not set up a briefing ahead of the
meeting, as it traditionally has.

But U.S. delegates at preparatory meetings
said they will play a positive role in Bonn,
said Nazhat Shameem Khan, chief negotia-
tor of Fiji which will preside at the meeting.

The U.S. approach “send positive signals

... that this will
not be a destruc-
tive COP,” she
said, using the
shorthand for
Conference of
the Parties. It is
not yet clear if
any U.S. politi-
cal leaders will
attend.

Many U.S.
allies, including
France, Canada
and Britain, hope
to coax Trump
to end up staying
in the pact which is backed by all na-
tions except Syria. Nicaragua, which
had judged the deal too weak, ratified
it this month.

In a sign that most nations are willing
to permit a strong U.S. role, an
internal U.N. document obtained by
Reuters shows that a U.S. official,
Andrew Rakestraw, will co-lead a
section of the talks with a Chinese
counterpart on ensuring transparent
rules for the Paris agreement.

And the U.S. delegation will be led

People enjoy the beach on a warm fall day during a
long weekend at the Malagueta beach in Malaga

by Thomas Shannon, a career diplomat who gave
a speech in 2015 calling climate change “one of
the world’s greatest challenges”.

The meeting will work on a rule book, due to

be completed in 2018, for implementing the
Paris agreement on issues such as the reporting
of greenhouse gas emissions and how national
emissions will be checked.
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Robotic military technology was
displayed at an exhibition high-
lighting China’s achievements
under five years of leadership by
President Xi Jinping. The exhibi-
tion at the Beijing Exhibition Hall
opened in September ahead of a
Communist Party congress this
month. (Associated Press/File)

China has stepped up efforts to work with
American businesses in a bid to acquire
advanced technology, part of a drive to
become a leading technology-innovation
power.

“China is pushing to further deepen tech-
nology collaboration with U.S. business
and academic institutions as part of a
national effort to transform its economy,
including by putting China at the leading
edge of global technological innovation,”
said a U.S. intelligence official who pro-
vided a recent assessment of China.

“At the same time, Beijing is trying to
downplay concerns that this state-led
technology acquisition drive creates an
unlevel playing field, forces technology
transfers to China, limits foreign compa-
nies’ access to the Chinese market and is
a threat to U.S. and other companies eco-
nomic strengths,” the official added.

The intelligence assessment of Chinese
technology acquisition comes as the
Trump administration is cracking down
on Beijing’s efforts to further steal U.S.
technology. In August, President Trump
ordered an investigation into Chinese theft
of American intellectual property.

SECIHE+ K

American innovation team+China’ s

Also, the Treasury Department-led Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the Unit-
ed States has tightened restrictions on Chi-
nese purchases of U.S. companies.

China Targets American Technology In
Drive To Become Innovation Leader

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Ligh-
thizer said a month later that China posed
an unprecedented threat to the world trad-
ing system.

“The sheer scale of their coordinated effort
to develop their economy, to subsidize, to
create national champions, to force tech-
nology transfers and to distort markets in
China and throughout the world is a threat
to the world trading system that is unprec-
edented,” Mr. Lighthizer said in a speech.
The intelligence official also said Chinese
President Xi Jinping is rapidly consolidat-
ing power and is focused on positioning
key allies and avoiding any political dis-
ruptions before the Communist Party con-
ference later this month. Mr. Xi will begin
his second term as supreme leader after
the party congress.

“Beijing is increasing control of domestic
dissent to project unity before the con-
gress,” the official said.

U.S. Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizer

According to the official, Chinese lead-
ers are working to undermine the U.S.-
led world order and specifically the U.S.
alliance network that is promoting U.S.
values worldwide. Chinese leaders regard
the current world order as “constraining
China’s rise,” and Beijing is seeking to re-
shape the world order to suit China’s pref-
erences and its growing influence.
Militarily, China’s armed forces are mod-
ernizing faster than any nation other than
the United States.

“Chinese leaders believe a strong mil-
itary is essential for China to achieve
great-power status and become the
pre-eminent power in East Asia, with in-
creasing influence globally as well,” the
official said.

On North Korea, the official said China
has condemned Pyongyang’s latest mis-
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sile and nuclear tests but continues to ad-
vocate restraint and dialogue.

North Korea’s growing military aggres-
siveness in Asia is increasing the danger
of a conflict with the United States, ac-
cording to a research institute study.
“Despite cautious and pragmatic Chinese
policies, the risk of conflict with the Unit-
ed States remains, and this risk will grow
in consequence, and perhaps in probabil-
ity, as China’s strength and assertiveness
increase in the Western Pacific, a region of
vital importance,” the study by the Rand
Corp. states.

The report identifies several flashpoints
that could trigger a U.S.-Chinese conflict,
including the Korean Peninsula, Taiwan,
Japan and the South China Sea. The report
also warns that a cyberwar between the
two countries could erupt.

High-Tech Surge: Investing in
America and Innovation - Report
Findings - YouTube

The most likely war-triggering hot spot
is North Korea. Rand analysts assess that
China is unlikely to intervene in support
of North Korea if a second Korean war
breaks out, despite Beijing’s defense trea-
ty with Pyongyang.

A more likely spark would be a Chinese
military operation following a North Ko-
rean attack on South Korea, a pre-emptive
U.S. nuclear strike on North Korean nu-
clear facilities or a collapse of the Pyong-

yang regime.

Under Kim Jong-un, North Korea has rap-
idly expanded its nuclear and missile pro-
grams. Its increasingly provocative tests
“have increased the potential for a spiral
of unintended escalation into conflict
on the peninsula or even a pre-emptive
American strike on North Korean nuclear
assets,” according to Rand. A new conflict
on the peninsula would involve U.S. and
South Korean efforts to push North Ko-
rea’s military northward and out of artil-
lery range of Seoul.

“The further U.S. or South Korean forces
advance beyond that point, the more likely
a Chinese intervention,” the report says.
The report does not see the collapse of the
North Korean regime as likely.

North Korean leader Kim Jung Un
For the South China Sea, the waterway
has become a major zone of strategic ri-
valry between Washington and Beijing.
Taiwan remains a target of Chinese mil-
itary planning, and a conflict could erupt
there. China’s growing might has eroded
the U.S. military’s capabilities to inter-
vene to prevent a takeover.

On cyberwar, the report says a conflict
could begin and remain in cyberspace,
most likely in response to heightened ten-
sions in other geographic flashpoints.
“Having conducted repeated intrusions
into U.S. networks to exfiltrate sensitive
data without known U.S. reprisal, the
[People’s Liberation Army] might seek
and receive authority to interfere with
U.S. intelligence collection and dissem-
ination on a range of sensitive Chinese
programs,” the report said. “Chinese lead-
ers might not grasp that such operations
would be defined as cyberwar by the Unit-
ed States and thus lead to retaliation.”
U.S. retaliation could include cyberattacks
against Chinese critical infrastructure,
such as networks used to support transport

systems, including commercial shipping
and military logistics.

China can develop escalation
options of its own, including [an-
ti-satellite weapons] and offensive
cyberwar capabilities.

“With the passage of time and improve-
ment of Chinese capabilities, the Unit-
ed States will likely find itself forced to
shift from deterrence by denial, based on
direct defense of its interests and allies in
the Western Pacific, to deterrence by pun-
ishment, based on the threat of escalation,
using longer-range weapons and more sur-
vivable platforms,” the report concludes.
“Although the United States can main-
tain escalation dominance for some time,
China will develop escalation options of
its own, including [anti-satellite weapons]
and offensive cyberwar capabilities.”

U.S. retaliation could include cyberattacks
against Chinese critical infrastructure,
such as networks used to support transport
systems, including commercial shipping
and military logistics.

“With the passage of time and improve-
ment of Chinese capabilities, the Unit-
ed States will likely find itself forced to
shift from deterrence by denial, based on
direct defense of its interests and allies in
the Western Pacific, to deterrence by pun-
ishment, based on the threat of escalation,
using longer-range weapons and more sur-
vivable platforms,” the report concludes.

o i

“Although the United States can main-
tain escalation dominance for some time,
China will develop escalation options of
its own, including [anti-satellite weapons]
and offensive cyberwar capabilities.”
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Tennis - WTA Tour Finals - Singapore Indoor Stadium, Singapore

_ October 28, 2017 France’s Caroline Garcia celebrates during her Belgian_ artist_Dircken holds a model of a carved Halloween pumpkin as he poses on an electric train at the Centre of
semi final-match against USA’s Venus Williams REUTERS/Edgar Fantastic Art in Brussels
Su

- ..
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Graphic recorder Steinberg creates drawing during Women’s Convention at Cobo Center in
Detroit

Soccer Football - Bundesliga - Bayer Leverkusen vs Cologne - BayArena, Leverkusen,

Germany - October 28, 2017 Bayer Leverkusen’s Leon Bailey celebrates with fans after
the match REUTERS

Ribbons in the colours of the Spanish and Catalonian flags and a rosary hang from a car’s rear-
view mirror in Barcelona

/

5-Star movement fou.nde-r Beppe_ C.}fillo s'peaks durin.g arally A dottir of Iceland’s Pirate P Sacked Catalan President Carles Puigdemont walks with his

for the regional election in the Sicilian village of Acitrezza A evari ?jtt'r_ oriceland's I_lrate tarty clasts wife Marcela Topor after leaving a restaurant the day after the

near Catania IEr vVote during a snap parfiamentary elec- Catalan regional parliament declared independence from Spain
tion in Reykjavik

in Girona
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Internat|onal Leadership of Texas
Charter School District celebrated

on October 20th with ribbon-cutting
grand openings at two campuses in the
Houston area. Immediately following
the ceremony, a VIP tour was led by
ILTexas Chief-of-Staff Tony Palagonia.

The ILTexas Katy-Westpark High School
VIP reception started at 9:00AM at 20055
Beechnut Richmond, TX 77407. The ribbon
cutting ceremony started at 9:30AM at the
front columns of ILTexas. The event was
attended by State Board of Education Mem-
ber David Bradley, Linda Atkins from Texas
State Representative John Zerwas’s office,
World Affairs Council of Greater Houston
Amanda Rico, Former Houston ISD prin-
cipal Charles Cade, and Community Arts
Development Director for Talento Bilingue
de Houston Lupe Casares. [LTexas Windmill
Lakes K-8 VIP reception started at 1:00PM
at 9898 Windmill Lakes Boulevard Houston,
TX 77075. The ribbon cutting ceremony
started promptly at 1:3 0AM at the front col-
umns of ILTexas.

Following the ceremony, Chief Executive
Officer Tony Palagonia thanked all the del-
egates for their attendance and the school
demonstrated the results of the students’
performance in three languages. The stu-
dents in Spanish and Chinese will recited
poetry and spoke in English. Then, the stu-
dent band played a live performance along
with a chamber music ensemble as harmo-
nious melodies reverberated in the air which
brought applause of approval from parents
and guests.

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the guests
visited the campus equipment, the bright and
spacious gymnasium, advanced chemical
laboratory, dance classrooms, clean and re-
freshing classrooms and walkways, and even
the students uniforms bringing praise from
the guests.

Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies Held

For Houston Area International Leadership Schools

International Leadership Of Texas
Opens Two New Schools In Area

The school’s founder, Jim Croswell, said
that the Texas International Leadership
School aims to foster students ‘leadership
in the international community, emphasiz-
ing students’ commitment to leadership and
leadership in English, Spanish, and Chinese
with mind and moral exercises. In school
classrooms, teachers help students to devel-
op their potential, so that they dare to take
risks, and strengthen the team spirit, from
the foundation to begin to develop students’
leadership.

-~ In addition
to studying
on campus,
the Texas
International
Leadership
School also
arranges students to visit museums, theaters
and art galleries, city governments, major
institutions, symphony orchestras, dance
groups, Fortune 500 headquarters and other
tourist destinations to have a unique experi-
ence to learn.

Texas International Leadership School fo-
cuses on cultivating future leaders and is
popular among parents. In Washington, there
are many Charter schools that strive to find
a more flexible and efficient way to meet the
different needs of children and parents and
many are currently in rapid development.
International Leadership of Texas schools
are the nation’s first three-language teaching
schools that includes classes in English,
Chinese and Spanish. The school already
boasts 15 campuses, from kindergarten to
eighth grade, as well as high school. The
Texas International Leadership School
hopes to develop students’ ability to
participate in global politics, business, and
community leadership, leadership training
while improving students’ skills to help
them enter first-class universities.

The student backgrounds of the Interna-
tional Leadershlp of Texas schools are very
diverse,

from other states in the United States,
and children from all over the world with
language and culture differences so that
students can have a more exposure to the
diverse world.
Jim Croswell said that last year’s high school
graduates more than ninety percent entered
college, including many elite schools such as
University of California at Berkeley, Duke
University, Baylor University, University of
Texas Austin School, etc. So this is a global
perspective to educate

Students. The International Leadership
of Texas schools are different from other
schools and the main ingredient is all for stu-
dents to develop their abilitie, both from the
perspective of language communication, and
other conditions necessary for success. The
school wants them to become tomorrow’s
leader. Little wonder that the charter school
concept is embraced and supported by so
many parents who have sent their children
to these schools which has led to the rapid
expansion of these schools in so a short time.
The founder of the Texas International Lead-
ership School is Eddie Conger, who founded
the school in 2012 and opened its first cam-
pus in 2013, with more than 2,500 students,
setting the first year of the largest franchise
school in Texas history. There are currently
more than 17,000 students, with campuses in
15 locations across the Dallas and Houston
districts. For more information, please visit
iltexas.org.

About International Leadership of
Texas

At International Leadership of Texas (ILTex-
as) our mission is to prepare students for ex-
ceptional leadership roles in the international
community by emphasizing servant leader-
ship, mastering the English, Spanish and
Chinese languages, and strengthening the
body, mind and character. ILTexas teaches
students from a global perspective with the
opportunity to become trilingual, graduate
with an associate’s degree and study abroad.

the largest first-year charter in the history of
Texas. ILTexas now serves more than 17,000
students with 15 locations spanning across
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex and Hous-
ton. For more information, visit iltexas.org.
(Courtesy Jim Croswell, Communications
Coordinator ILTexas District Office)

Related

Texas Charter Schools See Infu-
sion Of Both Capital And Kids

Millions in new federal funding is adding
major firepower to the charter school inva-
sion sweeping through Texas, and now some
traditional public school districts are looking
to partner with the independent educators
they once saw as their sworn enemy.
Charter growth has been booming across
Texas since the Legislature first authorized
the use of state funds for them two decades
ago.

Enrollment is skyrocketing. In 2010, there
were 119,600 students in charter schools.
Last year, there were 272,700.

Just this week, International Leadership of
Texas, one of the state’s largest operators,
held a ribbon-cutting for its eighth campus in
Tarrant County. And it plans to open 10 more
campuses across the state next year.

Last week, IDEA Public Schools won $67
million in federal grant money for charter
expansion that will help it build numerous
campuses across Tarrant County over the

next five years.

Eddie Conger, Superintendent

at the International Leadership

of Texas Keller-Saginaw High

School, poses for a portrait in Saginaw,
Texas. (Photo/The Dallas Morning News
via AP)

mates about 130,000 students are on waiting
lists for such campuses. IDEA founder Tom
Torkelson said at his schools, there were
50,000 applications this year for 10,000
open seats.

“We’re not able to build schools fast
enough,” Torkelson told The Dallas Morn-
ing News .

The political environment to boost charters
is ripe.

The Trump administration made school
choice options a top education priority. And
this year, Texas lawmakers gave charters
extra help to expand by passing legislation
providing incentives to traditional districts
that collaborate with charters. And, for the
first time, they gave charters access to state
funds for operating school facilities. This
means millions more in taxpayer dollars will
be funneled into charter schools.

Qiongyu
Hu, right,
teaches
Chinese

to her stu-
dents at In-
ternational
Leadership
of Texas Keller-Saginaw High School

in Saginaw, Texas. (Photo/The Dallas
Morning News via AP)

Urban districts long battled against charter
expansion, saying they’re bleeding students.
They tend to have more campuses with poor
academic ratings and more competition with
charter schools than other areas. District
leaders often complain that charters steal
the most involved families from neighbor-
hood campuses, leaving behind struggling
students.

In the area covered by Fort Worth ISD there
are about 6,800 students living in the district
but attending charters. The public school
district may lose thousands more students
amid the charter boom. But FWISD Super-
intendent Kent Scribner not only welcomes
high-quality charters into the area, he wants
to partner with them, too.

“l don’t think the charter expansion is some-
thing we should fear, but learn more about,”
Scribner said. “I view this as an opportunity
to change, build a handful of district-charter
hybrids to grow our own portfolio of offer-
ings.”

Charter schools are public schools that op-
erate free from the bureaucracy of tradition-
al districts. They don’t have to adhere to as
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Parking prices
around Astros’
Minute Maid Park

If you're headed to Minute Maid Park for one
of the World Series games this weekend, be
prepared to pay heavily for parking all around
downtown.

Of course, how much you pay is equivalent to
how little you want to walk.

If you want to park directly across the street
from Minute Maid Park, then you’re going to
pay at least $75. If you're willing to park a mile
or more away, then you’ll only have to pay about
$10.

A trick to getting cheaper parking is showing
up early. As parking lots start to fill and the first
pitch approaches, some parking lots and garages
continuously raise their prices.

Before Game 7 of the American League Cham-
pionship Series last weekend, we drove around
downtown a couple hours before first pitch to
get a sampling of parking prices. Those prices
may be even higher for the World Series, but
this should be a good example of parking prices
near the stadium.

“A Snow White Christmas” A Houston
Premiere at THEATRE SUBURBIA
Theatre Suburbia Presents Norm Foster’s”

Theatre Suburbia presents Norm Foster’s de-
lightful holiday romp, A Snow White Christmas.
Once

upon a time, Prince Charming was riding
through the forest when he found Snow White
fast asleep.

Reservations are strongly encouraged. Tickets:
$16 Adults, $13 Students & Seniors, and $13
Sunday

Matinees. Cash, Check, and all Major Credit
Cards Accepted. For reservations, call 713-682-
3525, or check

Vote FOR ALL the City Bonds

By Mayor Sylvester Turner

There will be no candidate names on
the ballot for early voting from October
23rd to November 3rd , or on Election
day, November 7th ; however, in many
ways, it will be one of the most important
elections for Houston’s future.

Voters will be asked to vote For or
against, five propositions that will set

the city’s financial course -- and could
improve city facilities such as police and
fire stations, libraries, and parks -- for
years to come.

Passage of any or all of the propositions
won’t trigger any tax increases. But,

the propositions would allow the city to
control pension costs and provide a more
cost effective way to pay for things Hous-
tonians need. | urge every registered
voter to participate in this election.
Proposition A is part of what is called

the Houston Pension Solution. It would
allow the city to issue bonds that are part
of a reform plan that shrinks the city’s
debts to the pension funds that benefit
police, fire and municipal employees. The
reform plan has already been approved by
the Texas Legislature and saves the city
millions.

But if voters vote against Proposition A,
pension officials would have the option
of unwinding the pension reforms they

agreed to, which included the reduced
payments by the city. Rejection of Propo-
sition A would cost the city $159 million
in the next budget year and more later.
That’s why I consider Proposition A to be
crucial to the financial health of our city.
Proposition B, the Public Safety Improve-
ment Bond, would provide about $159
million for improvements at neighbor-
hood police stations and fire stations
citywide.

Proposition C, the Parks Improvement
Bond, would provide $104 million for
improvements at parks citywide. These
include pavilion replacements, swimming
pool upgrades, ball field lighting up-
grades, and replacement of aging play-
ground equipment.

Proposition D, the Public Facilities
Improvement Bond, would provide
$109 million for renovations to
health facilities, sanitation/recycling
and essential improvements at city
facilities.

Proposition E, the Library Bond,
would provide $123 million in funds
for library improvements. These
include replacement and/or reha-
bilitation of existing neighborhood
libraries.

Again, approval of the bonds will not
raise taxes, but it will set Houston
on the right financial course towards
growth and prosperity. | hope to see
you at the voting booth!

Local pastor among 140
johns busted in

prostitution sting

The Houston Police Department (HPD)
arrested at least 140 men in a 10-day sting
at a massage-parlor-turned-brothel on
Westheimer.

Among the men arrested was Emonte Moliere,

whom the First Haitian Community Church

1) B Rk

Golden Gate Restaurant
Equipment Co.

EPIR IS FEBEMIIZPT!
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lists as the senior pastor.

Public records and the arrest complaint
obtained by Chron.com match the same
address for Moliere and his wife.

The records also show that other than a
minor traffic infraction, Moliere has no
prior criminal history.

Almost 140 men, including a Houston
police officer, were arrested during a
10-day sting at former massage parlor
turned brothel that was taken over
earlier this month by the Houston Police
Department, officials announced Thurs-

day, Oct. 26, 2017.

According to the church website, Moliere
had been preaching in Houston for three
years before taking his position with the First
Haitian Community Church.

Chron.com reached out to Moliere for com-
ment, but encountered several disconnected
phone numbers. A call placed to the church
was not answered.

A Transport Security Administration (TSA)
employee, a teacher, two attorneys and an
HPD officer were also arrested as part of the
sting.
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Please note: All TV manufacturers differ, so menu options, wording
and other items may vary. The best way to complete the channel scan
is to refer to the TV owner's manual. If that is unavailable, the follow-

ing general steps should guide you through the process.

1.Using your television's remote control, press the Menu or Settin%s option.
Note: a "Smart TV" may have a smart button that must be used to a
the settings menu. It will generally have the manufacturer's logo on it.

2.Locate Channels or Tuner Set Up option.

3.Check the menu for an option of Antenna Type or Connection Typé*
followed by either Antenna or Cable.

0 access

4 Make sure that the designated setting is Cable (based on manufacturer,
alternate choices may include Digital Cable, CA

or Cable STD)

5.From the menu, choose Digital Channel Search (based on manufacturer,

alternate choices may include Channel Scan, Channel Search or Auto pro

gram.)

6.Allow the TV to complete the search. You will see a bar listing how many
channels have been found. The process may take up to an hour.

7.0nce complete, confirm the menu prompt, then press an exit or quit option.
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