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wants to remove
unnecessary’ barriers to

WWW. today america.com

self-driving vehicles

David Shepardson

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The
U.S. National Highway Traf-
fic-Safety Administration said

Friday it is looking for input on how

it can remove regulatory roadblocks

to self-driving cars.

The auto safety agency said in

a report that it wants to find any

‘“‘unnecessary regulatory barriers’ to

self-driving cars “‘particularly those

that are not equipped with controls
for a human driver.”

The agency also wants comments

on what research it needs to conduct

before deciding whether to eliminate
or rewrite regulations. But it could
take the agency years to complete

Breach

of Texas
Children’s
Health Plan
patient info
feared

the research and finalize rule changes,
and advocates are pushing Congress

to act.

NHTSA said in a statement it plans

to issue a formal notice in the “near
future requesting comment” on the
hurdles. The agency hopes to make the
notice public by the end of November.
Automakers must meet nearly 75 auto
safety standards, many of which were
written with the assumption that a
licensed driver will be in control of the
vehicle. The agency said last year that
current regulations pose ‘“‘significant™
regulatory hurdles to vehicles without
human controls.

In early October, a U.S. Senate com-
mittee unanimously gave the green
light to a bill aimed at speeding the

By Jenny Deam

More than 900 Texas Children's Health
Plan members' personal and medical in-
formation may have been compromised
in a security breach late last year.
Affected members of the insurance
plan, which consists of Medicaid and
Children's Health Insurance Program
patients, were notified by mail on
Friday.

use of self-driving cars
without human
controls and
would allow the
agency to waive
requirements.
General Motors
Co (GM.N),
Alphabet Inc
(GOOGL.O),
Ford Motor Co
(F.N) and others
have lobbied for
the landmark
legislation,

while auto safety groups urged more
safeguards and have pledged to keep

fighting for changes.
The Senate Commerce Committee

plan revealed that a former employ-
ee had emailed batches of member
information from her office to a
personal email account in November
and December against company poli-
cy. The employee has been fired.
"We have no indication that any of
the member information has been
used inappropriately," a spokeswom-
an for the plan said Friday.

The statement added, however, that
the notification of potentially affect-
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approved the bill, and the U.S.
House passed a similar measure
last month. Automakers would
be able to win exemptions from
NHTSA for safety rules for up

abundance of caution.

"The privacy of our members is a top
priority," the spokeswoman said.
The 932 members who are believed
to have been part of the security
breach represent just 0.2 percent of
the overall 462,00 members of the
health plan.

Included in the potentially compro-
mised information are patient names,
addresses, telephone numbers, dates
of birth and other account informa-

Office Space For Rent

Locate in China town area, our ready-to-
work Executive Office Suites give you
the privacy to focus, get work done, and
meet with your clients in a professional
space. You get much more than just a
private workspace - all office includes
conference room time, high speed inter-
net, phone line, and reception! Whether
you select a furnished office or bring your
own furniture, we have the perfect office
space for you.

Price from 500.00 to 2400.00 per month,
please call our International Trade Center
office at: 832-448-0190

The Waymo logo
is displayed
during the com-
pany’s unveiling
of a self-driv-
ing Chrysler
Pacifica minivan
during the North
American

to 80,000 vehicles annually within
three years.

Under the Senate measure, NHTSA
would have to write permanent rules
on self-driving cars within a decade.

medical record numbers, diagnoses
and clinical information was includ-
ed, the spokeswoman said.

Social Security numbers and finan-
cial information were not included.
Law enforcement has been notified.
The health plan has established a
call center for more information.
Members who have not received a
letter by Nov. 10 but believe they are
affected are encouraged to call 877-
919-6843 between 9 a.m. and S p.m.

Last month, a review of the insurance ed members was being done as an tion. In a small number of cases,

Monday through Friday.
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AIG RECRUITING

AlIG Houston FN office is seeking individuals for
the position of Financial Service Rep.
Applicants must be fluent in both Chinese and
English, have strong interpersonal skills, hard-
working and be legally authorized to work in
the United States. We provide intensive and
comprehensive training, competitive salary,
401K, medical insurance benefits to qualified
candidates Please visit www.aig.com/chinese
for more information.

If you are interested, please contact Opera-
tion Director Liz Zhao at 713-423-7900.

10111 Richmond Ave. Suite 200, Houston, TX 77042
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Trump: ‘We Can Be the Generation
That Ends the Opioid Epidemic’

WASHINGTON —  President Donald
Trump declared the opioid crisis a public
health emergency on Thursday and said the
U.S. must confront “the worst drug crisis in
American history.”

The president said 64,000 Americans died
from overdoses last year — 175 every day,
seven every hour.

“This epidemic is a national health emer-
gency,” Trump said during an address at the
White House. “Nobody has seen anything
like what is going on now. As Americans, we
cannot allow this to continue. It is time to
liberate our communities from this scourge
of drug addiction.”

The president said, “We can be the genera-
tion that ends the opioid epidemic. We can
doit.”

Trump said he directed federal agencies to
use all their resources to fight the drug crisis,
including focusing on providing improved
treatment for addicts.

“No part of our society” has been spared by
the opioid crisis, Trump said, adding that he
wanted Americans to know “the federal gov-
ernment is aggressively fighting the opioid
epidemic on all fronts.”

The president said the epidemic “will get
worse before it gets better. But get better it
will...1t will be defeated.”

First lady Melania Trump spoke before her
hushand and talked about the families and
friends of opioid users she had met and she
told the stories of addicts, some of whom had
overdosed.

“This can happen to any of us,” she said. “No
state has been spared and no demographic
untouched.”

Some states have more painkiiser
prascriptions par parson than athars.
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The president also went off script to tell the
story of his older brother Fred, who died of
alcoholism.
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Trump Calls Opioids ‘Worst Drug
Crisis in American History’

“He’d tell me don’t drink,” Trump said in the
emotional aside. “He was a strong guy but it
was a tough, tough thing that he was going
through. But | learned because of Fred.”

In the audience for the president’s remarks,
a who’s who of top administration officials
and lawmakers. Seated in the front row
were Cabinet members Betsy DeVos, Elaine
Chao, Ben Carson, Alexander Acosta, Wil-
bur Ross, Ryan Zinke, and Jeff Sessions,
while Gov. Chris Christie sat nearby flanked
by Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin and Re-
publican Rob Portman.

The public health emergency declaration
lasts 90 days, but can be renewed until no
longer needed.

Christie, who leads the president’s opi-
oid commission, commended the action as
“bold.”

Trump’s declaration is a sign that he is
“showing an unprecedented commitment to
fighting this epidemic,” Christie said.

On Friday, Christie called that epidemic a
“murder of our people from within” and ex-
plained that federal and state governments
shouldn’t hesitate to fund solutions.

“If we had a terrorist attack every day that
killed 175 Americans, how much would
you spend to make it stop?” Christie said on
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe.”

AMERICANS

die every day from

an opioid overdose
{that includes prescription
opioids and heroin).

The declaration of a public health emergency
will “reorient all of the federal government
and executive branch resources toward fo-
cusing on providing relief to this urgent
need,” a senior White House official told re-
porters Thursday.

Past instances of public health emergencies
in the U.S. include the HIN1 influenza out-
break in 2009, as well severe weather events
and natural disasters.

FRTEEERRER  ZAT0H  BREKER - WHREHSREH

The declaration alone provides no addition-
al money to combat the problem but allows
existing grants to be redirected to better deal
with the crisis.

Among other things, the declaration allows
for expanded access to “telemedicine” ser-
vices, something the White House points out
as being important in dealing with a crisis
that is concentrated in rural areas across the
United States.

States now also have the ability to expand
the number of patients suffering from drug
addiction they can treat at their facilities. At
the agency level, money already granted can
be now also be used to treat and prevent opi-
oid addiction.

The president said he would be looking at
the possibility of bringing “major lawsuits
against people and companies that are hurt-
ing our people,” as well as ensuring that one
particular kind of “truly evil” opioid was tak-
en off the market immediately.

Overdose Deaths by Race in 2014 ..
QOPIoIDS

Trump said the Centers for Disease Con-
trol have launched a prescription awareness
campaign to ensure that patients have the
facts and are aware of the dangers of opioid
abuse.

Christie praised the multi-pronged approach
to the issue that included prevention, inter-
vention and treatment.

Trump had first said he would declare a na-
tional emergency in August, a move his opi-
oid commission recommended over the sum-
mer. (Courtesy https://www.nbcnews.com)

Related

Trump’s Emergency Decla-
ration on Opioid Crisis Will
Require Further Funding

WASHINGTON —  President Donald
Trump’s announcement of an unprecedented
public health emergency Thursday to combat
opioid and drug abuse drew both praise and
concern from public health advocates. Many
said the move, while a positive first step,
risked undercutting the enormous financial
requirement to launch an effective response.
In an East Room speech, Trump called the
crisis a “national shame” and declared his
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intention to “quickly move to implement
approximate and appropriate measures” to
address the epidemic.

Describing it as a “plague,” he vowed to
crackdown on drug distributors and traf-
fickers, and to work with state and federal
agencies to lure people away from the temp-
tation to take drugs and opioids. He pointed
to his upcoming trip to Asia next month, say-
ing that he’d discuss working with Chinese
President Xi Jinping to crackdown on Chi-
nese-made fentanyl shipments.

“We want the next generation of Americans
to know the blessings of a drug-free life,” he
said. “We are going to overcome addiction in
America. We have fought many battles and
many wars before and we will win again.”

Trump pledged throughout his 2016 cam-
paign to make the opioid crisis a priority as
president, and established a commission in
June to address the problem, which Trump
said killed 64,000 Americans last year alone.
Just since he first suggested that he would
declare a national emergency to attack the
crisis on Aug. 10, some 10,700 Americans
have died from overdoses, according to the
commission’s estimates.

Instead, Trump’s presidency has brought an
aggressive push for new healthcare legisla-
tion that guts funding to Medicaid, the pri-
mary source of coverage for mental health
and substance use disorders. That prompted
Republican senators from hard-hit states to
propose separate funding of $45 billion to
absorb the blow, a figure receiving pushback
from some within the administration.

The declaration alone provides no addition-
al money to combat the problem but allows
existing grants to be redirected to better deal
with the crisis.

Declaring an emergency under the Public
Health Services Act gives the Health and
Human Services secretary wide discretion
to respond by accessing the Public Health
Emergency Fund, which only has about
$57,000 left. The secretary can also waive

typical Medicare and Medicaid rules tem-
porarily or access the national stockpile of
medications.

“Funds will be critical,” said Rebecca Haf-
fajee, Assistant Professor of Health Manage-
ment and Policy at the University of Michi-
gan School of Public Health. “Congress will
need to appropriate more money” given the
shallow resources available under the Public
Health Emergency Fund.

A series of scandals now leaves the Trump
administration without a health and human
services secretary or a drug czar, the two
posts best positioned to tackle this crisis. The
commission itself will dishand after it issues
a major report on the crisis next week.

From the start, the president’s commission
to combat drug and opioid abuse made clear
that the ball was in Trump’s court.

“The first and most urgent recommendation
of this Commission is direct and completely
within your control,” its members wrote in
August in an interim report addressed to the
president, calling on him to declare a nation-
al emergency.

Its assessment was grim. Approximately 142
Americans die every day from drug over-
dose — more than those killed in gun homi-
cides and car crashes combined. The report
added that more than 27 million people re-
ported current use of illegal drugs or abuse
of prescription drugs in 2015. Working-class
whites, who supported Trump in record
numbers, have been among the hardest hit.
“You, Mr. President, are the only person who
can bring this type of intensity to the emer-
gency and we believe you have the will to do
so and to do so immediately,” it said.

The president’s declaration Thursday will,
among other things, allow for expanded ac-
cess to “telemedicine” services, something
the White House describes as important in
dealing with a crisis that is concentrated in
rural areas across the United States. First
Lady Melania Trump will spearhead the
White House’s efforts to combat addiction.
“Drug addiction can take your friends,
neighbors or your family,” she said, speaking
ahead of the president Thursday. “No state
has been spared and no demographic has
been untouched.” (Courtesy https://www.
nbcnews.com)
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A royal guard bows during a procession to transfer the royal relics
and ashes of Thailand’s late King Bhumibol Adulyadej from the
crematorium to the Grand Palace in Bangkok

Subaru Corp’s President and CEO Yasuyuki Yoshinaga attends a news conference at the company’s Tokyo headquar-
ters in Tokyo, Japan October 27, 2017. REUTERS/Kim Kyung-Hoon TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Rohingya refugees arrive to offer Friday prayers at a mosque in Balu Khali refugee
Kobe Steel President and CEO Hiroya Kawasaki speaks at a news conference in Tokyo camp near Cox’s Bazar

Forensics officers inspect the car of former Greek prime minister and former central bank chief
Lucas Papademos following the detonation of an envelope injuring him and his driver, in Athens

Pro-democracy activists Joshua Wong and Nathan Law walk People react at Sant Jaume Square after Catalan re- The Best FIFA Football Awards - London Palladium, London,
out of the Court of Final Appeal after being granted bail in 9'°“a| parliament declares independence from Spain Britain - October 23, 2017 Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo cel-
Hong Kong in Barcelona ebrates after winning The Best FIFA Men’s Player Award with

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane REUTERS
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While there has been a lot of talk about Puerto
Rico looking at long-term solutions for its ener-
gy problems and reportedly considering Tesla’s
microgrid solution, the focus is currently very
much on short-term solutions.

Some medical service centers are still in urgent
need of stable power as evidenced by doctors
performing surgery using only light from their
cell phones.

Now Tesla has unveiled its first solar and ener-
gy storage project at a hospital in Puerto Rico.
You would think that hospitals would receive
the best emergency response with generators
and fuels, but apparently, it’s not always the
case. The overall emergency response has been
highly criticized so far.

It’s estimated that still over 80% of Puerto Rico
is without power following the devastation of
their power grid left by the passage of two hur-
ricanes last month.

Now at least one hospital, Hospital del Nifio, a
children’s hospital in San Juan, should be able
to get stable power using Tesla’s battery+solar
solution.

The company released pictures of the project on
Twitter today:

The first Tesla Powerpacks are going to where
they are needed most — hospitals.

Tesla had already started shipping Powerwalls,
their home energy storage solution, right after
the hurricanes hit, but we reported that they
started shipping Powerpacks, their bigger com-
mercial and utility-scale battery packs, last
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Tesla Unveils ‘First Of Many Solar+Storage
Projects’ At Children’s Hospital In Puerto Rico

week.

There are also 4 Powerpacks and a commercial
inverter, which means that the system could
have up to 800 kWh of energy storage capacity
and it is combined with a significant solar array
in the parking lot.

The overview it looks like the array is 35 panels
wide and about an average of 24 panels long so
over 800 panels all together. Assuming 300W/
panel that’s about a 250kW setup.

Also the project was online rather quickly. The
hospital should be able to power itself inde-
pendently from the grid during the day using
solar power and charge the Powerpacks with
the extra energy at peak hours in order to power
the hospital at night.

Tesla called it the “first of many solar+storage
projects going live” in Puerto Rico.

CEO Elon Musk recently said that Tesla is de-
laying the unveiling of its electric truck in or-
der to focus on sending battery packs to Puerto
Rico and other islands affected by the hurri-
canes. (Courtesy https://electrek.co/)

Related

Without Dependable Power, Puerto
Rico Faces A Health and Humani-
tarian Crisis

When Hurricane Maria crashed into Puerto
Rico on September 20th, it found a vulnerable
target. The island is facing an extreme financial
crisis that’s been building steam for decades;
roughly 43 percent of its residents live in pov-
erty. Its sole electric company, PREPA, is $9
billion in debt and has been operating with out-
dated equipment for decades. Its power plants

& my P3

KIRSEXREEHME
BRER 10EFRESHE

$ ({&fA108 UT) s
RALSES AN
™ 29 99 wlpiopapg il AL

With this coupan. Not walid with other offers. Expires 7 301!

are an average of 44 years old and rely on out-
dated oil-fired systems, while most plants in the
United States are about 18 years old and use
newer natural-gas generators. PREPA filed for
bankruptcy in July, calling its own infrastruc-
ture “degraded and unsafe.”
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A sign that reads “Send Tesla” is
spelled out with remnants of a nearby
house destroyed by Hurricane Irma as
the occupant camps on the site twelve
days after the devastating storm raked
the island, on the northern shore of St.
John, U.S. Virgin Islands September 16,
2017.

Then the hurricanes hit. On September 7th,
Hurricane Irma skirted Puerto Rico’s northern
coastline as a Category 5 storm, killing at least
three people and knocking out power for more
than 1 million residents. That weekend, PRE-
PA was able to turn the lights back on for 70
percent of its affected customers, but others ex-
pected to wait months for power to return.

Hurricane Maria made its way up the Caribbe-
an on September 20th, bringing winds of 140

MPH and dumping 25 inches of rain on Puerto
Rico. It devastated the island. Maria knocked
out PREPA’s electrical systems, leaving 3.4
million people in the dark, with little hope of a
quick recovery. Officials have suggested it will
take four to six months for power to be restored.

food-storage facilities to air-conditioning and
communication services. Most of Puerto Rico
today is running on generator power, leading to
extremely long lines at temporary gas stations
as residents attempt to secure a canister of the
scarce resource.

This week, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency estimated that 42 percent of Puer-
to Ricans were without access to potable water.
As of Friday, just nine of the island’s 52 waste-
water treatment facilities were operational.
Elon Musk, Tesla’s CEO, stands beside
one of his Tesla power boxes.

Eighty percent of the island’s overhead trans-
mission lines were damaged in the storm. While
underground lines were mostly unaffected, most
of Puerto Rico’s power system is aboveground.
This devastation knocked out air-conditioning
and refrigeration systems -- many people were
stranded by debris clogging the island’s roads,
in need of food and ways to safely store it. In
the most isolated cities,

Ricardo Ramos, the chief executive of the government-owned Puerto Rico
Electric Power Authority, told CNN on Thursday that the island’s power

infrastructure had been basically “destroyed.”

Mr. Ramos said that residents would need to adjust to a new way of life,
changing how they cooked and how they cooled off. He said that
adjustments would be particularly difficult for a younger generation that had
grown up playing with electronic devices and taking power for granted.

“It’s a good time for dads to buy a ball and a glove and change the way you

entertain your children,” he said.

families are rationing
crackers and watching
their food and medicines
go bad.

Hospitals are another
beast altogether. Rough-
ly 70 percent of Puerto
Rico’s hospitals are not
operational, but one fa-
cility that is, San Jorge
Children’s Hospital in
San Juan, needs 2,000
gallons of diesel fuel

Hundreds of power boxes have been
sent by Tesla to Puerto Rico.

Electricity is central to life on the island, just
as it is in modern societies across the globe --
and, no, it’s not just a matter of running tele-
visions and toys. Puerto Rico’s sole energy
provider powers everything from hospitals and

every day to function
outside of the power grid. With rampant supply
and transportation issues, keeping the lights --
and lifesaving medical equipment -- on is near-
ly impossible. This week, San Jorge lost power
for an eight-hour stretch, from 6 PM to 2 AM.
Ventilators and other essential machines were
kept on via emergency backup power, but the
hospital was forced to discharge 40 patients. As
of Thursday, the hospital had just enough diesel
to last through this Saturday.
The death toll is mounting, and there are far
more fatalities linked to Hurricane Maria than
has been officially reported, according to The
Miami Herald. The official number is 16 deaths,
though most hospital morgues (there are 18 op-
erating at least partially) report being at full
capacity.
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National ACE R ized
Exxon Mobil profits ationa ecognize
e despile blow from at the White House
Harvey
President Trump and Commerce Secretary President Trump said to the
By Collin Eaton Wilbur Ross welcomed the recipients of awardees, “Each of you rep-
’ the National Minority Enterprise Devel- . . P : - | Ameri
opment (MED) Week Awards to the White %’\ Matienal Minority Enferprisa resent a critical American
Exxon Mobil posted a 50 percent jump in profits House on October 24, 2017. 2 & ﬂ'gl..wh;-mnunr Week h industry, from construction
in the third quarter amid rising energy prices -- The Advocate of the Year Award was .,h : },;,' a‘,‘; ilr{' q to t_echnology to manufa(?-
even after absorbing a $160 million blow from presented to Chiling Tong, President and L L @ b turing. But you all share in
Hurricane Harvey, which crippled some of its CEO of the National Asian Pacific Island- CALL FOR a common will and drive
Gulf Coast facilities. er American Chamber of Commerce and + tosucceed, and | salute
Entreprencurship (ACE). NOMINATIONS you for that.” Commerce
The Irving, Texas oil company banked $3.9 Ms. Tong, having met with the President, Secretary Ross stated,
billion, or 93 cents share, in the July-September said “Minority-owned businesses are the This award is given by the
period, up from 2.7 billion, or 63 cents a share, in engine of employment in emerging and Cqmm_erce Dgpartment S
the same three months last year. Revenues jumped minority communities. | am obligated to Minority Business Develop-
13 percent, from $58.7 billion to $66.2 billion. support and promote the growth and global ment Agency. The National
competitiveness of minority business Week. o MED Week award winners
Exxon boosted capital and exploration spending communities. We need to work together to ~ FOr more than 30 years, the Minority embody the entrepreneurial spirit that
by 43 percent to nearly $6 billion as projects improve our economic well-being, be one Business Development Agency (MBDA) made this country great.
that were too expensive to be profitable last year voice to advocate for the best interests of at the U.S. Department of Commerce ACE was founded in 2012 to prorr_10_te
became lucrative amid higher oil prices. our community, and foster the next genera- has obs_erved Natioqal MED Week_by and advocate on behalf.of the 2 million
tion of young entrepreneurs.” convening award winners, key business AAPI-owned firms, which generate
That the largest U.S. oil company, a conservative The awards program celebrates and rec- leadersZ influencers, minority l_)usiness over than $7OOB in ann_Ua| revenue. It
spender, has increased capital expenditures is a ognizes the outstanding achievements of enterprises, and advocates during the is a champion of the Minority Business
sign that the broader energy industry has stabi- minority entrepreneurs, as well as individy-  Week-long celebration. The MBDA Development Agency. ACE serves as
lized and begun to recover after a long downturn. als and organizations that have demonstrat- ~ ONce again led the annual observance by astrong a(_jvocate of AAPI bu5|-n-ess
The company snapped up 12 offshore blocks in ed leaders in advancing the global minority hosting a special MED Week of program- interests aimed at affecting positive
Brazil, acquired another 22,000 acres in West business enterprise. To recognize the con- ming and events during the 2017 National change on all issues that enhance and
Texas and announced another oil discovery off tributions of minority owned businesses to Minority Supplier Development Council advance the goals and aspirations of
Guyana as it collected $1.6 billion in its oil and our economy, the White House proclaimed  Conference and Business Opportunity AAPI business owners, entrepreneurs,
gas production business — up by $947 million October 22 through October 28, 2017, Exchange (NMSDC) in Detroit, October and corporate leaders.
because of higher energy prices. The company’s National Minority Enterprise Development 22-25, 2017.
output rose 2 percent to 3.9 million barrels of oil
equivalent a day. Building permits for residential Engineering Planning & Develop-  She suggests checking with the Bet-
- . Post-Har- remodeling more than quadrupled in ment Services. That’s up from $20.1  ter Business Bureau and looking at
Hurricane Harvey cost the company $160 million the immediate aftermath of Hurri- million in September 2016. other consumer review websites, not-
when it disabled two major downstream facilities h cane Harvey, new data show. Permits for new residential building  ing that contractors are not required
in Baytown and Beaumont. But the refining busi- Ve)’ ome The city of Houston issued $91.6 were up 13 percent. to be licensed in Texas.
ness still made $1.5 billion in the quarter, up $303 . million in permits last month under ~ After an event like Harvey, it’sim- “| could today decide to put my lad-
million. The chemical business, also impacted by repa"' “additions, alterations and con- portant that consumers research the  der in a pick up truck and call myself
the hurricane, earned $1.1 billion, down by $79 . versions,” the category that would contractors they hire to make repairs  a contractor. There’s nothing to stop
million. permlts capture much of the Harvey-related  ON their homes, said assistant district - me from doing that,” Turner said.
home repairs, according to a Great-  attorney Valerie Turner, chief of the  “People need to be really careful and
quadruple er Houston Partnership update on consumer fraud section for the Harris  take their time.”
permit data collected by the city’s ~ County’s DA’s office. Commercial building permit values
Department of Public Works & declined during the same period.
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