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Hundreds join HO||yWOOd #MeToo

march against sexual abuse

By Jake Kaplan

ORLANDO, Fla. - The mixture of players
that made up the Astros’ first World Series
CNN. championship team will be mostly the
The majority of the 18 Islamic | same in 2018, but manager A.J. Hinch’s
State-inspired attacks carried | coaching staff will look significantly

out in the United States since | different.

September 2014 were the work| In addition to losing bench coach Alex

of attackers who developed Cora and assistant hitting coach Alonzo
radical views while living in Powell to promotions with other teams, the
the United States, said Alex- Astros will have a new first base coach and

a new bullpen coach.

Rich Dauer, 65, the team’s first base coach
and infield instructor the last three seasons,
plans to retire, the team said Monday. The
announcement came a little more than a
week after Dauer underwent emergency
surgery for a blood clot to his brain. Some
around the team speculated even before
his medical condition surfaced that Dauer
would retire.

“We are thankful to Richie for his contri-
butions to our ballclub,” Astros manager

paint-ball gun and a pellet gun
before a police officer shot him in
the abdomeThe suspect underwent
surgery for gunshot wounds at Bel-
levue Hospital, where he has been
interviewed by police, Miller said.
Saipov reportedly lived in Paterson,
New Jersey, a one-time industrial
hub about 25 miles (40 km) north
west of lower Manhattan.

He had rented the pickup from a

Jane Ross, Laith Agha

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Hun-
dreds of people marched in the
heart of Hollywood on Sunday to
support victims of sexual assault
and harassment, inspired by a social
media campaign that has portrayed
such abuse as a pervasive feature of

American life. Home Depot Inc hardware store A.J. Hinch said in a statement released by
August and in France and Germany o v of paterson. the team. *I was fortunate to have Richie
last year. U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham as a coach when | played and to have him

The suspect allegedly swerved the
pickup onto a path filled with pedes-

urged authorities to treat Saipov as part of my staff. He has had a long and

_ a pat as an enemy combatant, a move successful career in baseball, and we wish
trians and bicyclists on a sunny that would allow investigatorsto ~ While living in the United States. he and his wife, Chris, nothing but the
autumn afternoon, mowing down question the man without him having e is @ depraved coward, is what he - ander Meleagrou-Hitchens, best.”

people In_hls path before slamming a lawyer present. is, and he was associated with ISIS,  research director at George

into the side of a school bus. New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and he was radicalized domestical-  Washington University’s Pro-

He then exited the vehicle bran-

o said that Saipov had been radicalized 1Y,” Cuomo said in an interview with - gram on Extremism.
dishing what turned out to be a

should step
aside if the al-
legations were
proven true.

Senate Republican leader
calls on Alabama candidate
Moore to “‘step aside’

Locate in China town area, our ready-to-
work Executive Office Suites give you the

“I believe :
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - candidate could be found to chal- the women. privacy to focus, get work done, and meet
U.S. Senate Republican leader lenge Moore in the Dec. 12 special Yes,” he said, VYVIth your C“ﬁnts n ahprofessmna! Space.
Mitch McConnell on Monday election. according to ou get much more than just a private
called on the party’s Alabama He said Luther Strange, who lost avideo of his | ‘orkspace 'hé.luh()fﬁce d‘?"h‘des Coﬁlfereﬁce
Senate candidate Roy Moore o the Republican primary to Moore session with roc()jm tme, '?V\f‘ﬁei lnterneti P onfe Ine,
“step aside” because of allega- earlier this year, was being consid- reporters. o hrzceg;lon. b etner you se eg e
tions he had sexual contact with  greq gs a possible option. corners of the | Mished office or bring your own furniture,
a 14-year-old girl decades ago. McConnell said he believed the world to seek | € ave the perfect office space for you.
McConnell told reporters in his yomen quoted in a Washington that Moore initiated sexual contact with a our liberty Price from 500.00 to 2400.00 per month
home state of Kentucky that Post story on Thursday about 14-year-old girl when he was in his 30s. and also business | Il our International Tp e Conte
party officials were considering Moore’s relationships with them McConnell had previously said Moore opportunities. pf;ase Cta 8;;;4nge(l)‘lilg(;ona rade Center
whether a Republican write-in as teenagers, including a charge otce at: 832-440-
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After an uncharacterlstlc show of diplomacy
during his three days in Beijing, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s return to form at the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit
in Vietnam on Friday was evidence of the
tension that remains in the battle for domi-
nance in the Asia-Pacific.

In a fiery and confrontational speech in Da
Nang, Trump accused countries in the region
of trade abuses that the US would no longer
tolerate, and pledged to “always put America
first”.

His tone was in sharp contrast to that of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, who spoke after
Trump and made no bones about his support
for globalization, saying the trend towards it
was “irreversible”.

“Openness brings progress while self-seclu-
sion leaves one behind,” Xi said.

Wary of the unfolding rivalry between the
world’s two biggest economies, Asian na-
tions have followed Trump’s first visit to
China attentively, trying to decipher Bei-
jing’s complex love-hate relationship with
Washington and the personal interactions
between Trump and Xi.

A Vietnamese policeman near the Apec
summit venue in Da Nang, Vietnam, on
Thursday. Photo: Reuters

To many people’s surprise, the US presi-
dent’s stay in Beijing was largely hassle-free
and uneventful.

Instead of much-anticipated diplomatic
wrestling over North Korea, trade, Taiwan
and the South China Sea, Xi, at the height
of his power after being elevated to Mao
Zedong-like status last month, exchanged
flattery with the embattled Trump, who has
been plagued by protracted political chaos at
home.

Apart from offering Trump lavish ceremo-
nies, grandiose banquets and a rare respite
from protesters and unfriendly media cover-
age, Beijing also signed more than a dozen
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US President Promises To Always Put “America First” —

Experts Know He Won’t Isolate This Key Economic Region

Donald Trump Delivers Fiery APEC Speech
In Response To Weakening US Influence

In Asia-Pacific

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

business deals worth more than US$250 hil-
lion in a move to appease Trump’s discon-
tent over America’s trade deficit with China.
Most of the deals were signed in the form of
non-binding memorandums of understand-
ing, instead of contracts.

US President Donald Trump and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in walk
through the gardens of the Blue House
in Seoul on Tuesday. (Photo: AP)

With Trump hailing Xi as a great leader and
a friend he respects, observers predict their
flourishing personal ties since their first
meeting at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida in April may prove useful to steer
Sino-US relations through uncertainties and
simmering tensions.

But they could hardly alter the geopolitical
landscape of structural competition brought
about by the relative decline of the United
States and rise of China, they said.

“The competition for influence in Asia is
well under way and will probably grow fierc-

U.S. President Donald Trump speaks
on the final day of the APEC CEO Sum-
mit on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) leaders’
summit.
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er,” said Timothy Heath, a senior interna-
tional defence research analyst at the RAND
Corporation. “The future of the global econ-
omy will be centred on Asia, and the United
States cannot afford to neglect that region.”

While China’s rise offers regional opportu-
nities for economic prosperity, such as the
“Belt and Road Initiative”, Xi’s signature
push for global trade and infrastructure de-
velopment, it has also stirred fear and anxi-
ety among many neighbours.

“The US will thus remain an essential play-
er in ensuring peace and stability in a region
full of historical animosities and uncertain-
ty,” Heath said.

Analysts said Beijing’s increasing assertive-
ness under Xi, especially on its expansive
territorial claims, had shifted the balance
of power and rendered a formula that had
worked for the past quarter of a century ef-
fectively useless.

“The dualist approach of ‘going with China
for economics and going with America for
security’ that many countries in the region
have pursued will bring more problems than
benefits for them in the future,” Alexander
Vuving, a China expert at the Daniel K. In-
ouye Asia-Pacific Centre for Security Stud-
ies in Honolulu, said.

“We are witnessing the beginning of a histor-
ical moment of “destructive creation” where
countries in the region are seeking and build-
ing new approaches to regional security.”

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen
Xhan Phuc shakes hands with US Pres-
ident Donald Trump during a meeting at
the White House in Washington in May.
Photo: Bloomberg

From Beijing’s perspective, the White
House’s repeated talk of a vaguely de-

fined Indo-Pacific and an emerging US-led
quadrilateral alliance targeting China were
alarming and might become new irritants in
China’s relations with its Asia-Pacific neigh-
bours, Pang Zhongying, a Beijing-based in-
ternational affairs expert, said.

“It looks set to revive Beijing’s bad mem-
ory about former [US] president Barack
Obama’s signature pivot to Asia strategy tar-
geting China — albeit under different names,”
he said.

The revival of the “quad” — the US, India,
Japan and Australia — first initiated a decade
ago is the latest example of an emerging stra-
tegic grouping to balance China’s military
and economic clout.

Acting US assistant secretary of state Alice
Wells said late last month that the informal
grouping was aimed at providing alternative
options to help countries in the Indo-Pacific
region, but denied it was designed to contain
China.

Japan has been the most vocal supporter of
the US-led initiative, but India and Austra-
lia were not enthusiastic about it until recent
months, in the face of China’s perceived
challenges to the existing, US-led world or-
der.

Australian politicians, including Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull and Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop, have repeatedly warned against
alleged attempts by Beijing to influence Aus-
tralian politics and China’s expansionism in
long-standing South China Sea disputes,
calling them “direct disregard” of interna-
tional order.

Donald Trump claims US lags behind
China over trade as he opens talks
with Xi Jinping.

China’s recent border stand-off with India
in the desolate Doklam plateau in the Hima-
layas had also served as a wake-up call for
New Delhi, Dibyesh Anand, a China expert
at London’s Westminster University, said.
“Indications are that China’s discontented
neighbours, including India and Japan, will
not remain silent spectators but forge clos-

er relations with the US and each other,” he
said.

With growing competition between Beijing
and Washington, Southeast Asia’s mostly
small nations would have to turn more and
more towards hedging and try to keep out of
the way of major rivalries, Jay Batongbacal,
a maritime law expert at the University of
the Philippines, said.

Unlike mid-ranking powers such as Japan,
Australia and South Korea, which were ca-
pable of taking a more active role to fill in
any voids left by the US, smaller countries
had few options left.

“If China continues to press itself on these
smaller countries it might actually encour-
age them to coalesce more rapidly to protect
themselves from the possibility of more ex-
treme or harder-edged policies of China,” he
said.
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Unlike his predecessors, Xi has pursued a
bolder and more assertive foreign policy and
no longer emphasises the need to reassure
the US and Asian neighbours that China’s
rise will be peaceful, something he saw as a
sign of weakness.

But his ambition to project China’s econom-
ic and military power beyond the Asia-Pa-
cific region has strained Beijing’s relations
with key regional countries such as Japan,
India, Australia and South Korea, and also
North Korea and Taiwan.

China’s trade and investment push through
chequebook diplomacy, which has seen
Chinese investment back many new road,
rail and port projects in Asia, has also had
a mixed record in reducing suspicions and
antagonism towards Beijing.

Many analysts said a watershed moment in
Beijing’s relations with its neighbours came
when then foreign minister Yang Jiechi
snapped at his Singaporean counterpart at a
2010 regional meeting in Vietnam: “China is
a big country and other countries are small
countries, and that’s just a fact.”

Vietnam, which for more than a year has
been the lone vocal opponent of former
communist ally China in the South China
Sea disputes, was also at the forefront of the
competition between Beijing and Washing-
ton, observers said. (Courtesy http://www.
scmp.com/news)
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D]S\m",wheyrm?“ﬁé‘iﬁ? A Snapshot Of The World

In a combination photo, U.S. President Donald Trump registers his surprise as he realizes other leaders, including Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc and
President of the Philippines Rodrigo Duterte, are crossing their arms for the traditional “ASEAN handshake” as he participates in the opening ceremony of the ASEAN
Summit in Manila, Philippines November 13, 2017. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst
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A farmer spreads red chili to dry at a village in Huaibei, Anhui province, China Novem-

A damaged storefront is seen after an earthquake in Halabja, Iraq ber 10, 2017. Picture taken November 10, 2017. REUTERS/Stringer

Jack Ma, Chairman of Alibaba Group, and actor Nicole Kidman attend a show during Alibaba

i ) o i Filipino student dancers are sprayed with cold water before performing during the arrival of lead-
Group’s 11.11 Singles’ Day global shopping festival in Shanghai

ers attending the ASEAN Summit and related meetings in Clark, Pampanga

A soldier walks past a burning pile of confiscated heroin,
hashish and opium during a drugs destruction ceremony to
g ¢ mark the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Nellis Air Force Base
sic Awards at Wembley Arena in London. Trafficking, on the outskirts of Karachi

A member of the Air Force’s Wings of Blue Para-
chute Demonstration Team jumps out of an aircraft at

British singer Rita Ora arrives at the 2017 MTV Europe Mu-
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The Boy Scouts of America announced
plans on Wednesday to broadly accept
girls, marking a historic shift for the cen-
tury-old organization and setting off a de-
bate about where girls better learn how to
be leaders.

The Boy Scouts, which has seen dwin-
dling membership numbers in recent de-
cades, said that its programs could nurture
girls as well as boys, and that the switch
would make life easier for busy parents,
who might prefer to shuttle children to a
single organization regardless of gender.
“I’ve seen nothing that develops leader-
ship skills and discipline like this orga-
nization,” said Randall Stephenson, the
group’s national board chairman. “It is
time to make these outstanding leadership
development programs available to girls.”
The decision was celebrated by many
women, but criticized by the Girl Scouts,
which said that girls flourish in all-female
groups.

“We’ve had 105 years of supporting girls
and a girl-only safe space,” said Lisa Mar-
gosian, chief customer officer for the Girl
Scouts, who added that the organization
felt “blindsided” by the announcement.
“So much of a girl’s life is a life where she
is in a coed environment, and we have so
much research and data that suggests that
girls really thrive in an environment where
they can experiment, take risk and stretch
themselves in the company of other girls.”

A new “American tradition”
in the Boy Scouts.

—qgirls

For families involved in scouting, the an-
nouncement led to a scramble of question-
ing phone calls  and frantic Facebook
discussions as parents and scout leaders
wrestled with tentative plans for the tran-
sition. Next year, girls will be allowed into
the Cub Scouts program, which had been
limited to young boys. A program for old-
er girls is expected to be available in 2019,
giving them a path to earn the prestigious
rank of Eagle Scout.

The Boy Scouts has offered girls limit-
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Boy Scouts Will Accept Girls, In Bid To
‘Shape The Next Generation Of Leaders’

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts in May saluting at a Memorial Day ceremony in Michigan. On Wednesday, the orga-
nization announced that it would accept girls into the Cub Scouts.

ed access to some programs before, but
it has never before welcomed them into
its core Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts pro-
grams. And the introduction of girls still
does not mean that Boy Scouts’ gatherings
will necessarily include both genders. The
smallest groups of Cub Scouts will contin-
ue to be single sex.

Michael Ver Duin, a third-generation Ea-
gle Scout and troop leader in Grand Hav-
en, Mich., said he was “super excited” for
the change — an opportunity, in his view,
for girls to have the same choices as boys.
“The closest I’ve had to a negative com-
ment is ‘I know there will be some who do
not welcome this,”” he said. “The two big-
gest things | see as a challenge to explain
to parents are, ‘What kind of problems
are you going to have if you had boys and
girls on the same camping outing?’ and
‘Do boys need time to be boys and girls
need time to be girls?’”

Others were deeply skeptical. Joseph Car-
ballo, 70, has been with the Boy Scouts
for 30 years, most of that time as a scout-
master of Troop 65, in the Bronx. His two
sons, both Eagle Scouts and now in their
30s and 40s, have been with the organiza-

“Boys and girls should have separate or-
ganizations for activities,” Mr. Carballo
explained, as his troops entered the caf-
eteria of St. Helena’s Church for their
Wednesday night meeting. “There is an
organization for girls. It’s called the Girl
Scouts.” (His granddaughter, he pointed
out, is a member.)

Fifteen-year-old Sydney Ireland,
left, of New York, is shown with her
brother, Bryan, who is an Eagle
Scout, at a National Organization
for Women conference in Washing-
ton in 2016. AP PHOTO.

For the Boy Scouts, the change is also a
chance to boost its sagging membership.

States and its territories. At its peak in the
1970s, the organization, incorporated in
1910, was closer to five million members.
The Boy Scouts has significantly loosened
its membership requirements in recent
years, but not without lengthy debates
among its leaders and members. In Janu-
ary, the organization announced it would
accepttransgender members. In 2013, the
group lifted a ban on openly gay members,
and in 2015, it stopped barring gay Scout
leaders.

In April, the Boy Scouts began exploring
the possibility of opening more widely
to girls after receiving inquiries from its
members, a spokeswoman for the Boy
Scouts, Effie Delimarkos, said. She said
the group collected input from families
over the summer and, on Wednesday, its
directors unanimously voted to allow the
expansion.

For some parents, the announcement came
as an answer to longstanding complaints
that offerings by the Girl Scouts were
lacking, particularly for girls with less tra-
ditionally feminine interests.

“The problem with the Girl Scout curricu-
lum is that it’s very focused on who your

Canton, Mich. “If you have a mom who’s
really into crafts and girlie stuff and be-
ing a princess, then that’s what your Girl
Scout troop is going to be like. If you have
a daughter who’s more rough and tumble,
it’s not going to be a good fit.”

Some girls, like Ella Jacobs, 12, of Se-
bastopol, Calif., have long argued for the
chance to be allowed into the Boy Scouts.
“My point has always been that there’s
absolutely nothing wrong with the Girl
Scouts, but they weren’t the right fit for
our family,” said her mother, Danelle Ja-
cobs, a lawyer. “Girls should have the
choice.”

Hiking into the future — girls now to
be accepted into the Boy Scouts.

Brian Seeton, a scoutmaster in Canton,
Ohio, predicted that the acceptance of
girls would play out much like the accep-
tance of gay Scouts and leaders. “Parents
and kids didn’t care one way or the other,”
he said. “It’ll only be an issue for the first
couple of years and then it’ll carry on as it
always was.”

Bryan Spellman, a scoutmaster in Fishers,
Ind., pointed out that there already were
girls in some scouting programs, and that
while the announcement was somewhat
sudden, it would ultimately work out.
“Honestly, | don’t mind it at all,” Mr.
Spellman said. “I think Scouting is one of
the greatest youth organizations that we
have in this nation. And if that’s some-
thing that can be shared with all sexes, it
can be fantastic.”

He said he suspected not everyone would
feel that way. “There’s resistance to
change,” he said. “People hate change,
and people love tradition.”

Perhaps most vulnerable in all of this, he
said, are the girls’ organizations that may
be at risk of losing members or potential
members. “Everybody knows an Eagle
Scout,” he said. But the Girl Scouts’ top
award “is just not held as high or as valu-
able in people’s minds, and I’m not sure

L . The group says it has 2.3 million members . . . why” (Courtesy https://www.nytimes.
tion since tlhe 19_9(|)s.” hAnd y(\j/e all have the between the ages of 7 and 21 and nearly a IFgager is ;ortylour partltcr:JIar ';r(;op, fsald com)
same view: no girls,” he said. million volunteers throughout the United ebecca Szetela, a mother of four from
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EBI: Hate crimes
rose in 2016

By St. John Barned-Smith

Americans carried out more hate crimes in
2016 than in 2015, according to new data
from the FBI, which shows an uptick in acts
directed at Jewish people, Muslims and the
LGBT community.

Last year, law enforcement departments across
the country reported 6,121 criminal incidents,
according to the FBI statistics. That compares
to 5,818 such crimes reported in 2015.

More than 70 percent of the incidents were
based on race or religion, the FBI said.

Criminals committed a total of 7,615 hate
crimes overall, the data show, including 4,720
directed at people and 2,813 against property.
An additional 82 were victims of incidents
categorized as

“crimes against society;” according to the
report.

The FBI report, released Monday morning,
found that Anglos comprised the largest per-
cent — 46 percent — of the offenders.

By Gabrielle Banks

A brother and sister who own a
southwest Houston pain clinic and an
associate have been charged in a sev-
en-year fraud scheme in which they
requested $9.1 million in reimburse-
ment for false worker compensation
claims, according to a news release
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
Anukul “Andy” Dass, 41, and his
sister Anurag “Anna” Dass, 46, both
of Houston, are due in federal court

cy K. Johnson. Co-defendant Stephen
Vincent Hunt, 67, formerly of Hous-
ton and now of Waxahachie outside
Dallas, turned himself in and made an
initial appearance earlier in the week.
According to court documents, Anu-
kul and Anurag Dass ran A&A Pain
and Wellness Center, Inc. from 2010
to 2017. Prosecutors allege that Hunt,
who previously worked for the U.S.
Postal Service and was injured, sent
postal employees to the pain clinic
and the Dasses filed false claims

with the Office of Worker Compensa-
tion Programs for medical treatment
and health care services. Hunt got
kickbacks for each claim they filed,
according to documents.

The scheme hilled Workers Com-
pensation more than $9.1 million in
services that were not rendered or
necessary. The agency paid the clinic
operators $7.2 million on claims the
government alleges are fraudulent.
Scott Pierce, Special Agent in Charge
at the U.S. Postal Service’s Office

of the Inspector General, said pursu-

Thursday before U.S. Magistrate Nan-

Brother and sister charged
in $9.1 million workers comp fraud scheme

Houston siblings paid kickbacks, filed fake

claims for "injured” postal workers

ing false claims is paramount at the
agency.

“Along with our law enforcement
partners, the USPS-OIG will contin-
ue to aggressively investigate those
who engage in fraudulent activities
intended to defraud federal benefit
programs and the Postal Service,” he
said in a press statement.flood plain,
Harris County Flood Control District
maps show. But officials said the
developers’ drainage plan, once built,
is projected to place most of the tract
in the 500-year floodplain rather than
in the riskier 100-year floodplain. The

builder has said

it plans to build

the homes at a

higher elevation to

remove the struc-
tures themselves from the 500-year
floodplain, as well.
Council was asked to consent to
the developer’s request to create a
municipal utility district to pay for
roads, water, sewer and drainage
infrastructure on the site.
Representatives for MetroNational
and Meritage Homes who were
present at the council meeting did
not offer immediate comment, re-
ferring questions to public relations
staff.
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Please note: All TV manufacturers differ, so menu options, wording and other items may vary. The best
way to complete the channel scan is to refer to the TV owner's manual. If that is unavailable, the follow-
ing general steps should guide you through the process.

1.Using your television's remote control, press the Menu or Settings option.Note: a "Smart TV" may have a smart
button that must be used to access the settings menu. It will generally have the manufacturer's logo on it.

2.Locate Channels or Tuner Set Up option.

3.Check the menu for an option of Antenna Type or Connection Type followed by either Antenna or Cable.

4 Make sure that the designated setting is Cable (based on manufacturer, alternate choices may include Digital
Cable, CATV or Cable STD)

5.From the menu, choose Digital Channel Search (based on manufacturer,alternate choices may include Channel
Scan, Channel Search or Auto program.)

6.Allow the TV to complete the search. You will see a bar listing how many channels have been found. The process
may take up to an hour.

7.0nce complete, confirm the menu prompt, then press an exit or quit option.
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