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Senate leaders look to work with
White House to block Moore

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said on Tuesday that
he wants to work with the White
House to explore ways to keep
embattled Senate candidate Roy
Moore from taking office.
Speaking to reporters at the U.S.
Capitol, McConnell said he had
been in contact with President
Donald Trump and others about
sexual misconduct allegations
against Moore.

“He’s obviously not fit to be in the
United States Senate,” McConnell
said, “and we’ve looked at all the
options to try and prevent that
from happening.”

Five women have accused Moore,
a Republican, of sexual miscon-
duct stemming from when he was

in his 30s and they were teenagers.

Moore, now 70, has denied the
allegations.

Trump returns to Washington
from a 12-day trip to Asia on
Tuesday evening, and McCon-
nell said he planned to discuss
Moore’s situation with the presi-
dent. Both are Republicans.
McConnell said he had also
spoken with Vice President Mike
Pence and White House Chief of
Staff John Kelly about Moore.
Trump supported Moore’s
opponent, Luther Strange, in the
Republican primary but threw his
support to the former Alabama
Supreme Court chief justice after
Strange was defeated.

McConnell said Republicans were
still considering having a candi-
date launch a write-in campaign
against Moore for the Dec. 12
special election. Speculation has
centered around Strange and the
current U.S. attorney general, Jeff
Sessions, as possibilities.

McConnell said later in the day
that Sessions, who left the Senate
seat that is in contention to become
attorney general, would be a plau-
sible write-in candidate.

“He fits the mold of somebody
who might be able to pull off a
write-in,” the majority leader said
during a forum on the economy.
Under state law, Moore cannot be
removed from the ballot. Before
the allegations surfaced, he had
been heavily favored to defeat his
Democratic opponent, former U.S.
Attorney Doug Jones.

“Obviously this close to the
election, it’s a very complicated
matter,” McConnell said earlier.
Moore has suggested that McCo-
nnell and other establishment Re-
publicans were working in tandem
with news media to discredit him.
After McConnell’s remarks, Moore
responded by tweeting: “The
good people of Alabama, not the

Washington elite who wallow

in the swamp, will decide this
election!”

The election is key to Republi-
can control of the Senate. If a Re-
publican wins the race, it would
preserve the Republican hold

on 52 seats in the 100-member
upper chamber.

Judge Roy Moore speaks as he
participates in the Mid-Alabama
Republican Club’s VVeterans Day
Program in Vestavia Hills, Ala-
bama, U.S., November 11, 2017.
REUTERS/Marvin Gentry
McConnell on Monday urged
Moore to leave the race, while
Senator Cory Gardner, who
chairs the Republican Party’s
Senate campaign arm, suggested
the Senate should expel Moore
should he continue campaigning
and win.
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The city of Houston’s use of a loan pro-
gram that helps fund water infrastructure
projects is the subject of a federal audit by
the EPA.

It is not clear, however, what prompted the
audit or what is being examined: Federal
officials would not elaborate and city offi-
cials could not be reached for comment.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Office of Inspector General
announced last week that it had begun
auditing the city’s use of dollars from the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund, which
allows all 50 states to provide low-interest
loans for water infrastructure projects with
the help of federal grants.

Each individual state operates its own
program and must match 20 percent of
the federal grants provided by the EPA,
according to the agency’s website.

In Texas, state officials have $525 million
available in fiscal year 2018 for low-inter-
est loans and principal forgiveness, said
Kimberly Friesen Leggett, spokeswoman
for the Texas Water Development Board.
Entities, such as the city of Houston, can
apply to the board for funding at any time.
As of last week, $428 million has been
committed for 11 funded projects in the
Houston area, Friesen Leggett said. Some
of those projects include rehabilitation of
wastewater treatment plants and collect
systems, as well as emergency flood
damage reduction projects, according to
documents provided by the board.

It’s not clear which, if any, of these proj-

Newtown
families
seek to
hold gun
maker ac-
countable
in Con-
necticut
court
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HARTFORD, Conn. (Reu-
ters) - A lawyer for families
who lost loved ones in the
2012 Sandy Hook school
shooting told Connecticut’s
highest court on Tuesday
that Remington Outdoor Co
[FREDM.UL] should be
held responsible because its
military-themed marketing
was designed to appeal to
young men like killer Adam
Lanza.

“They knew they were hit-

ting their mark and Lanza
was responding to their
marketing,” said lawyer
Joshua Koskoff

Lanza, 20, used a Rem-
ington AR-15 Bushmaster
rifle, a semi-automatic
civilian version of the U.S.
military’s M-16, to kill 20
school children between
the ages of 6 and 7, as well
as six adult staff members,
at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Con-
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necticut, on Dec. 14, 2012.
He then killed himself.
Following the conclusion
Tuesday’s arguments, the
Connecticut Supreme Court
will now decide whether
the families of nine of the
victims and one survivor
can proceed with a trial
seeking to hold Remington,
along with a gun whole-
saler and local retailer,
responsible for the carnage
based on its marketing.

General Chennault F]ying Tiger Academys
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A representative for the
court declined to say
when it would rule.

The families are advanc-
ing a somewhat novel
legal argument in hopes
of overcoming a federal
law enacted by U.S. Con-
gress in 2005 to shield
gun manufacturers from
liability for how their
products are used.

ects might be of concern to the EPA.
Friesen Leggett would not comment on the
audit, but said the agency’s Region 6 Water
Division annually reviews the board’s
program.

The division’s “most recent review com-
mended the [board] for its management of
the program,” Friesen Leggett said.

This most recent audit is different from
that annual review and Kevin Christensen,
the EPA’s assistant inspector general for
audit, would not say what prompted it.
Audits by the Office of Inspector Gen-

eral can be routine, or based on tips and
complaints.
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Amid rising tensions with North Korea, the
US has launched a worldwide nuclear war
drill involving nuclear-capable missiles and
bombers.

The worldwide annual war games began on
Tuesday.

US Strategic Command (StratCom) de-
scribed the secretive drill called “Glob-
al Thunder”, as preparing their forces for
“wherever they are needed”.

The Pentagon has not released many details
about the exercise, but its mission statement
is to prepare the American nuclear command
center for war.

The drill comes as the US is threatening to
launch a military strike against North Korea
with Russia and China warning against any
such attack.

Moscow has spoken out over the drill, say-
ing, “Russia’s nuclear potential significantly
outstrips that of the US.”

According to reports, US forces are expect-
ed to practice first strike and missile defense
exercises during the drill.

America’s B-52 Stratofortresses and B-2
bombers conducted strike missions during
the last year’s drill.

“These exercises achieve the vision of a
unified team, integrating all the capabilities
of US Strategic Command across the globe
wherever and whenever needed,” US Air
Force General John Hyten said.

“We need to integrate our strategic capa-
bilities in order to deliver multi-domain ef-
fects against any adversary, anywhere in the
world, at any time,” he added.

According to reports the administration of
US President Donald Trump is working on a
new nuclear weapons policy that would end
the post-Cold War disarmament and allow
Washington to expand its arsenal.

Trump and his top national security advis-
ers discussed the matter in September at the
White House, where the first draft of the new
Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) was present-
ed.

Apparently, Congress and US allies have
been briefed on the progress of the new NPR,
which is still being debated and is expected
to be completed by the end of the year, The
Guardian reported Sunday.

Among the elements being considered under

The Pentagon’s Mission

Statement Is To Prepare

The American Nuclear Command Center For War

U.S. Launches Worldwide Nuclear War Drill

President Donald J. Trump shown in military dress.

the expansion plan are new low yield war-
heads for ballistic missiles as well as sea-
launched cruise missiles.

A US nuclear-capable B-2 bomber
taxis the flightline during Exercise
Global Thunder 15.

Washington is currently keeping some 450
long-range nuclear missiles in underground
silos across the US, in addition to an undis-
closed number deployed to its military bases
in Europe.

Tensions between the US and North Korea
have dramatically increased following a se-
ries of weapons tests by Pyongyang and an
ugly war of words between Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

Trump has called on China, North Korea’s
main ally, to help contain North Korea’s nu-
clear and missile programs.

But relations between the United States and
Russia have hit their lowest ebb since the
end of the Cold War in 1991, largely due to
the crises in Ukraine and Syria and over al-
legations Moscow meddled in the 2016 US
presidential election.

The North Korean leader has ordered the
production of more rocket warheads and
engines, shortly after the United States sug-
gested that its threats of military action and
sanctions were having an impact on Pyong-
yang’s behavior.

Pyongyang says it will not give up on its

nuclear deterrence unless Washington ends
its hostile policy toward the country and
dissolves the US-led UN command in South
Korea. Thousands of US soldiers are sta-
tioned in South Korea and Japan.

A former American Senate foreign policy
adviser has said the risk of war between the
United States and North Korea has increased
by about 30 percent, after the US Air Force
decided to place its fleet of B-52 nuclear
bombers on 24-hour alert for the first time
since 1991.

Related

Putin And Trump Deploy Nucle-
ar Bombers To North Korea

Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump have
joined forces and deployed nuclear bombers
to North Korea amid fears of World War 3
breaking out with Pyongyang.

President Trump sent a nuclear-capable B-2
stealth bomber and President Putin sent mis-
sile-carrying Tupolev-95-MS bombers to-
wards the North Korean peninsula.

Thesun.co.uk reports: A spokesman said:
“Two strategic bombers Tupolev-95MS of
Russia’s Aerospace Force have carried out
routine flights over international waters of
the Sea of Japan and the western part of the
Pacific Ocean.

“At certain sections of the route the Tu-
polev-95MS crews were accompanied by a
pair of F-18 fighters (of the US Air Force),
and a pair of F-15, F-4 and F-2A fighters (of
the Japanese Air Force).”

The threat of nuclear missile attack by North
Korea is accelerating, US defence secretary
Jim Mattis warned at the weekend.

Mattis made his remarks as he accused the
North’s leader Kim Jong-un of “illegal and
unnecessary missile and nuclear programs”.

U.S. Defense Secretary James
Mattis

Speaking in Seoul alongside South Kore-
an defence minister Song Young-moo, he
warned: “North Korea has accelerated the
threat that it poses to its neighbours and the
world.”

Because of this, he said, military collabora-
tion between the US and South Korea had
taken on “a new urgency”.

Mattis added: “Any use of nuclear weapons
by the North will be met with a massive mil-
itary response.”

The news came shortly before reports
emerged of a tunnel collapse at an under-
ground nuclear test site, prompting fears of
a radioactive leak.

The North says it needs nuclear weapons to
counter US efforts to strangle its economy
and overthrow the Kim government.

Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg called North
Korea a “global threat” today and said he
backed tighter sanctions against it during a
visit to Japan, which has been targeted by
Pyongyang’s provocations.

Stoltenberg is in Tokyo to meet Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe and other senior officials
including defence minister Itsunori Onodera
later in the day. (Courtesy http://yournews-
wire.com)
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Visitors take pictures as Al Fursan aerobatic team of the United Arab
Emirates Air Force performs during the Dubai Airshow in Dubai

The winner of the Miss International 2017 Kevin Lilliana representing Indonesia waves at the 57th Miss International
Beauty Pageant in Tokyo

A 3D mask and an iPhone X are seen during a demonstration of recognition ID at the office

of Bkav, a Vietnamese cybersecurity firm in Hanoi Beverly Nelson reacts as she reads a statement to reporters with attorney Gloria Allred

during a news conference announcing new allegations of sexual misconduct against
Alabama Republican congressional candidate Roy Moore, in New York
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People pray in the First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs where 26 people were killed in a
An undated image released shows detainees staging a protest inside the compound at the Manus  shooting attack last week, as the church was opened to the public as a memorial to those killed,
Island detention centre in Papua New Guinea in Sutherland Springs, Texas, U.S. November 12, 2017. REUTERS/Rick Wilking TPX

A worker climbs up the giant Ferris wheel of the Place de la A balloon shaped in the famous “Christ the Redeemer” Russian President Putin looks on during a signing ceremony
Concorde as it is being rebuilt before the Christmas season in statue floats at sunrise as part of an advertisement cam- during a signing ceremony after a meeting with President of
Paris paign for an online betting company above the Australian Georgia’s breakaway South Ossetia region Bibilov at the No-

city of Sydney vo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow
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Austin was apparently not up to snuff in a
new study that ranks the top 25 U.S. met-
ros likely to land Amazon.com’s $5 billion
second headquarters project.

The study, by real estate research firm
Reis Inc. (Nasdag: REIS), even included
New Orleans (No. 7), Syracuse, N.Y. (No.
17) and Chattanooga, Tennessee (No. 25).
New York City, with its public transpor-
tation infrastructure and high quality of
living amenities, topped the list. San Fran-
cisco, another pricey market, came in at
No. 2, followed by Washington D.C.

“All three cities have both a high cost of
doing business as well as a high cost of
living, but they all have high cultural ame-
nities and access to higher learning,” the
report noted.

Seattle, San Jose, Suburban Virginia, New
Orleans, Boston, Rochester and Chicago
rounded out the top 10.

Austin, Texas

What’s more, betting website Paddy Pow-
er, that initially had Austin at 3-to-1 odds
to land HQ2, now puts Atlanta’s odds of
landing Amazon’s ‘HQ2’ at 3-to-1, beat-
ing Austin and Boston (both at 7-to-1).
New York has 14-1 odds.

On Sept. 7, Amazon (Nasdag: AMZN)
announced plans for the HQ2 project,
that would involve 8 million square feet
and create 50,000 jobs. That clarion call
triggered an economic development arms
race that result in Amazon receiving pro-
posals from more than 230 cities across
North America — including the Austin
region, which sent in its bid a day ahead
of the Oct. 19 deadline.

Related

Austin Bows Out Of The
Amazon “HQ2” Race

As Amazon courts state and local leaders
for its second headquarters, research by
the Business Journals has found the com-
pany has already received $1.22 billion in
taxpayer-funded incentives to build facili-
ties across the country.

Austin’s omission from the REIS list is

Agape
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E-Commerce Giant Will Locate Its Second Headquarters Elsewhere

Austin Misses Cut In Selection
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New York City,
living amenities, topped the list.
surprising given the city’s reputation as a
fast-growing tech hub that already has a
huge Amazon presence with 900 tech-fo-
cused workers in two office buildings at
The Domain, and 3,000 employees at a
distribution center south of Austin in San
Marcos — not to mention that Austin is
now the company’s hub for disrupting the
grocery sector after the company’s acqui-
sition of Whole Foods Market Inc. Read
ABJ’s in-depth cover story looking at the
“Amazon Effect” that is growing in Cen-
tral Texas.

3 main entry

Austin grapples with issues of affordabil-
ity, traffic congestion and a lack of a rail
system, and drew headlines around the
country for its socially conservative state
legislature that was focused on issues
such as the so-called “bathroom bill” that
would have forced transgender individu-
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with its public transportation infrastructure and high quality of

als to use the bathroom that matched the
gender on their birth certificates.

While Austin Chamber of Commerce offi-
cials wouldn’t divulge details of Austin’s
bid, separately, Brandywine Realty Trust
President and CEO Gerard Sweeney con-
firmed on Oct. 20 the Broadmoor campus
his company owns in Northwest Austin
was included in the region’s bid submitted
Oct. 18 for the Amazon HQ?2 facility.

The state’s selection includes in-town
sites and suburban locations, as well as a
mix of 100-acre “campus-type” sites and
scattered parcels. (Courtesy https://www.
bizjournals.com/austin/news)

Related

Amazon Opens Houston’s First
Fulfillment Center

800 new Amazon employees started new
positions last week, and there are plans to
add more for the holiday rush

More than 800 brand new employees
strolled the orange carpet Monday as they
were welcomed to their new jobs at Hous-
ton’s new Amazon robotics fulfillment
center.

Amazon currently operates fived fulfill-
ment centers in Texas, which employ

azon HQZ2 Cities

more than 10,000 Texans, with
plans to open other fulfillment
"| centers in the state. The Seat-
tle-based online retailer’s other
Texas fulfillment centers are in
Coppell, southern Dallas and
Schertz, which is near San An-
tonio. A fifth location is under
construction in San Marcos.Apr
20, 2016
The newest fulfillment center, the
4 first in the Houston area, is ap-
N \| proximately 855,000 square-feet
Bl and will employee as many as
(88 1,500 full time employees before
S the end of 2017, KPRC reported.
Amazon announce their plans in
+ July 2016 to build the new ro-
botics fulfillment center for the
! inside the Pinto Business Park in
Spring, and that the new facility
would create at least 1,000 jobs
along the growing Interstate 45
corridor, which has already drawn a new
campus for Exxon Mobile, and residential
and commercial growth from the Spring-
woods Development..
“We welcome the continued expansion by
Amazon in Harris County and the creation
of 1,000 new quality jobs,” Harris County
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack Cagle said
in a statement. “In addition to the positive
economic impact it has made across the
state, Amazon is a strong corporate part-
ner that is deeply involved in local com-
munities. We look forward to working to-
gether to grow our region’s economy and
provide jobs to area residents.”

Full-time employees at Amazon receive
competitive hourly wages and a com-
prehensive benefits package, including

healthcare, 401(k) and company stock
awards, starting on day one.

Amazon has several fulfillment loca-
tions in Texas, including Coppell, Dallas,
Haslet, Fort Worth, Irving, Schertz, San
Antonio and San Marcos.

Related

Amazon Hiring 2,500
Employees For Houston
Fulfillment Center

New employees would be working along-
side robotics technology, and be eligible
for full time benefits on day one.

Need a job? Amazon is hiring right now
to fill positions 2,500 full time positions at
its new fulfillment center currently under
construction at the Pinto Business Park.
The fulfillment center, the first in the
Houston area, will be a robotics fulfill-
ment center, which means new employees
will be working alongside robotic technol-
ogy to fill online orders.

Amazon announced plans to in July 2016
to bring 1,000 new jobs to its 855,000
square-foot fulfilment center, but with the
use of robotics technology, more employ-
ees are needed to keep up with the faster
pace, the Houston Chronicle reported.

The robotics technology delivers inven-
tory to warehouse employees to pack and
ship items, such as books and electronic
items.

Amazon has several fulfillment loca-
tions in Texas, including Coppell, Dallas,
Haslet, Fort Worth, Irving, Schertz, San
Antonio and San Marcos.

New full time employees at the Amazon
fulfillment center will receive a compet-
itive hourly wage, 401K, comprehensive
benefits package to include medical and
dental benefits, which all start on the first
day of employment, KPRC reported.

The new facility opens this summer.
Applicants can apply online. (Courtesy
https://patch.com/texas/houston)
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—— Houston ZIP codes with the most hand-

mmmncﬂms Hﬂw- .
TRADE CENTER ° 1 l ‘ h l
— <« | gun licenses to carry over the last year,
HCMORTHEY LONCHEOR according to the TDPS
Wednesday, November 15, 2017
11:30am-1:30pm By Heather Leighton
International Trade Center
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200 The most recent mass shooting in
Houston, Texas 77072 Sutherland Springs has pushed the gun
control discourse to the forefront of
State Rep. Shawn Thierry, political debate once again.
Texas House District 146 Following the shooting, Chron.com
Topic: The 85th Texas Legislature and You looked into the state-approved handgun
licenses to carry in Houston-area ZIP
State Representative ShawnThierry is a member of codes according to data from the Texas
the Texas House of Representatives for House District Department of Public Safety.
146, which includes numerous communities in the We looked at the ZIP codes from
Southeast and Southwest parts of greater Houston. She Huntsville to Galveston and Brenham to
spent her childhood in the South Park and Brays Oaks Beaumont to see which ZIP codes had
communities of District 146. She is a proud product the most License to Carry applicants
of the public education system and graduated from over the past year.
Westbury Senior High School. Ms. Thierry attended What we found, is that the ZIP codes
Howard University in Washington, DC, graduating with the most licenses aren’t within the
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Broadcast Manage- city of Houston, but instead the sur-
ment and a minor in Business Administration. She rounding suburbs.
went on to receive her Doctor of Jurisprudence from This data solely counts the number of
the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas South- people in the Houston area who have truck
ern University in 1996. After law school, Ms. Thierry obtained licenses to carry a handgun in Accolr dine to officials in
went on to practice law at two renowned commercial public. This is not the total number of g , - i s
o the shooting’s investiga- e
litigation law firms. people who have purchased a handgun tion. the shooter had been A
over the past year. ; i lf" e
. . . denied a state license to 3
Representative Thierry is the owner of The Law carry a concealed handgun ‘u i
Offices of ShawnThierry through which she is able to We tallied the counties with the most but was approved in federal e ,
showcase her stellar body of professional work and is gun licenses per capita and put them background checks to buy . ""FE*
known sharp negotiation skills. into the gallery above. Go through the four guns - including a b
In her initial term in the Texas Legislature, Rep. photos to see the 25 Texas counties with semi-automatic rifle. which
Thierry: successfully passed six bills out of the Texas the most handgun licenses per capita. was used in the deao,ll
House, joint-authored fourteen pieces of legislation, According to data from the TDPS, 2.04 K His back 3:1
was named "Freshman of the Year" and was elected percent of the population in Comal a:]tack. 1S dag grt_)tun
as Vice-Chair of the Harris County Delegation of County, where the Sutherland Springs griﬁin??ﬁitores‘g (;ao?nestic
Legislators. shooter lived, were approved and issued violen y
Ingrid M. Robinson, President handgun licenses by the state. olence ZIP code: 77573
Houston Minority Supplier Development Council The Sutherland Springs shooter was Number of applicants: 1,467
Topic: The HMSDC Expo and You not among them, despite having two
Ingrid M. Robinson is the President of the Houston handguns and one Glock in his getaway

Minority Supplier Development Council (HMSDC).
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