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Wall Street falls 2 percent following

remarks

NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. stocks
extended losses and the S&P 500 hit a ses-
sion low in Friday afternoon trading after
Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell
said the U.S. central bank will likely need
to keep raising interest rates to keep infla-
tion under control.

In a speech in Chicago on the U.S.
economic outlook, Powell said the labor
market appeared close to full employment.
It was his first speech on the economic
outlook since taking over as chairman on
Feb. 5.

Stocks already were sharply lower before
the comments following U.S. President
Donald Trump’s latest tariff threat late
Thursday on Chinese imports, which re-
vived fears of a trade war between the two
countries.

“The market wouldn’t be acting nearly

as negative to all the news in general if it
would not be in a vulnerable state already,”
said Jim Paulsen, chief investment strate-
gist at The Leuthold Group in Minneapo-
lis.

“It’s got higher values, financial liquidity
is contracting, you came into the year with
a little too much optimism, you got rising
rates going on, you got rising inflation
fears,” he said.

by Fed’s

Trump threatened to slap $100 billion
more in tariffs on Chinese imports, while
Beijing said it was fully prepared to re-
spond with a “fierce counter strike”.

All S&P main indexes were down sharply,
but industrials, financials, energy and ma-
terials sectors led the declines, with S&P
industrials .SPLRCI down 2.7 percent.
Traders work on the floor of the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York,
U.S., April 5, 2018. REUTERS/Brendan
McDermid

The Dow Jones Industrial Average .DJI
fell 565.49 points, or 2.31 percent, to
23,939.73, the S&P 500 .SPX lost 53.08
points, or 1.99 percent, to 2,609.76 and the
Nasdaq Composite .I1XIC dropped 134.34
points, or 1.9 percent, to 6,942.21.

Fears of a trade war since Trump an-
nounced tariffs on steel and aluminum
imports more than a month ago have kept
investors on edge over concerns that such
protectionist measures would hit global
economic growth.

“It’s a reaction to concerns about the
administration’s approach to trade. The
market has vacillated between writing it
off as just talk and assuming there could
be a serious problem,” said Rick Meckler,
president of investment firm LibertyView

Powell

People walk by a Wall Street sign close to the NYSE in New York

in average hourly earnings rose to
2.7 percent, it stayed below the 3
percent that economists estimate is
needed to lift inflation toward the
Federal Reserve

Jersey.

Before the session started, a Labor De-
partment report showed nonfarm payrolls
increased by a smaller-than-expected

Capital Management in Jersey City, New 103,000 last month. While annual growth

Panic! Don't panic! Navigating the trade talk proves dicey

NEW YORK (Reuters) - “Don’t overreact,”
President Donald Trump’s chief economic
adviser told investors on Wednesday, when
U.S. stocks were deep in the red over wor-
ries about the administration’s plan for $50
billion of import duties aimed at China.
Wall Street seemed to take heart from

ly this administration is taking an entirely differ-
ent tack. It’s been much more volatile in trying
to understand what they’re trying to tell us.”
With rapid turn-about in the White House a
regular occurrence, investors have made costly
decisions based on the words of a rotating door
of advisers and policy makers.

National Economic Council Director Larry . An APL
Kudlow’s calming words in a Fox Business Peter Tuz, president of Chase Investment Coun- shippin
Network interview during his first week on sel in Charlottesville, Virginia, said there was o nptgi ng ris
the job, and the market turned itself around. som(_a d“good 50%’ k?ad cop action” between the loaded onto
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rallied President and advisers. atruck ata

“Obviously you listen to them both and you
hope cooler heads eventually prevail,” said Tuz.
“It makes you sit on your hands a little bit more
and not make any decision that might come back
to bite you should these tariffs really sink in.”

A similar to-and-fro has played out with the
dollar. U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin

more than 700 points from the day’s low.
That trust looked misguided a day later,
when Trump - seemingly unbeknown to
Kudlow - said he had instructed an addi-
tional $100 billion of tariffs to be imposed
on Chinese goods. Equities swooned again,
with the Dow dropping roughly 600 points.

port in Lianyungang

It wouldn’t be the first time that traders said in January that,he welcomed a weaker Chinds

and investors got caught out by a seeming currency, Trump said he wanted to see a strong Ministry of

180-degree turn on Trump policy, but Wall o!ollar, and then Kudlow in March said he ngld Commerce

Street may have to get far more selective in like the greenback a “wee bit stronger than it is spokesperson
currently.” The dollar got whipsawed. Gao Feng

terms of which statements, and from whom,
they listen to.

“More typically, there’s a lot more cohesion
in the messaging between the White House
and the markets,” said Nicholas Colas,
co-founder of DataTrek Research. “Certain-

attends a news
conference in
Beijing
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Texas police offer up to $8,000 for arrest of
wanted sex offender

TThe reward for a top 10 most wanted sex offender
in Texas is up to $8,000, if information provided to
police this month ends in an arrest.

Monroe Hernandez, 51, is wanted for a parole
violation warrant from the Texas Board of Pardons
and Paroles that was issued on Sept. 10, 2014.

The Texas Department of Public Safety said the
Waco Police Department issued another warrant
for Hernandez on April 11, 2016, for failing to com-
ply with sex offender registration requirements.
Hernandez’s last known location was in the 2400
block of La Salle Avenue in Waco. Police did not say
what date Hernandez was last seen at that location.
According to DPS, Hernandez was convicted of
sexual assault in McLennan County in an incident
involving a 21-year-old woman in 1993. He was
sentenced to six years in prison.

In 2001, Hernandez was convicted of driving while
intoxicated in McLennan County and received a
17-year sentence since he had at least two prior
DWI convictions. He was paroled in March 2014.
The sex offender is 5-foot-5 and weighs approxi-
mately 180 pounds. Police said he has tattoos on his
chest, left hand and both legs, but authorities did

not describe what the tattoos look like. He also has scars
on his left leg and right arm.

To get the $8,000 reward, the information leading to Her-
nandez’s arrest has to be reported in April. Police did not
disclose the amount of the original reward.

To submit a tip, call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-252-8477 or
log onto the Texas 10 Most Wanted Facebook page.

Monroe Hernan-
dez, 51, is a Texas
10 Most Wanted
Sex Offender. The
Texas Department
of Public Safety

is offering up to
$8,000 for infor-
mation leading to
his capture during
April 2018.
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Learn about WWII by watching these films 1n

historical order

Of all the moments in history to grip on Dec. 7, 1941.

the entire globe, World War IThas ~ One WWII film that captured critical
been one of the biggest sources of ~ acclaim was 2017’s “Darkest Hour,” which
inspiration for filmmakers since it chronicled Winston Churchill’s rise to

ended in 1945. power in 1940. Actor Gary Oldman took
WWII lasted from 1939 through home the Academy Award this year for his
1945 and some of its most trag- leading role in the film.

ic moments — including D-Day, Because so many of these films zero in

the Holocaust and Adolf Hitler’s on specific moment in WWII, most of

demise — have been memorialized the war’s devastating moments have been
in award-winning films like “Saving captured on film. Furthermore, all of the
Private Ryan,” “Schindler’s List” and movies take certain editorial liberties with

“Downfall” The U.S. entered WWII the facts.
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FILE PHOTO: Logo of Didi Chuxing is seen at its headquarters in Beijing

]

Electoral workers put together material for the upcoming April 22 presidential election at the Superior
Court of Electoral Justice, in Asuncion

U.S. White House Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders holds the daily briefing at the White
House in Washington, DC Aboy, part of a group of Central American migrants moving in a caravan through Mexico
toward the U.S. border, eats watermelon at a shelter set up for the migrants by the Catholic

FILE PHOTO: Russian tycoon Deripaska attends the session “The Future of “Made China™”

MMA fighter McGregor walks out of the 78th police precinct after charges were laid during the Annual Meeting of the WEF in Davos

against him following a late night melee in the Brooklyn borough of New York City

Models present a creation by Cigdem Akin during the Mer- . . .
Demonstrators hold placards opposite Parliament during a protest cedes-Bsnz Fashion Week ix Istgnbul g A visitor looks at a chocolate sculpture of a gorilla during the choco-
in London late sculpture festival in Durbuy
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Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missis-

sippi, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas)

4.Rate: USD 800 (per person), includ-
ing ground transportation to/
from Taoyuan International
Airport (TPE), 7-night dou-

person)

7. Application Deadline: April 30, 2018
8. Application Package:
(L)Application form with photo (per

(2) Check of USD 800 (per person) for

2018 Family Mandarin Camp in Taiwan

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Houston, TX 77046

10. Information will be sent to appli-
cants by email upon acceptance into
the program. If you have not received
any notification by May 20, 2018,

Elissa Chung

Education Division
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in Houston
Email: houcul@houstoncul.org
BATHAFTMAEERLE
Elissa Chung
Education Division, TECO in Hous-
ton
Tel: 713-871-0851

Fax: 713-871-0854
http://www.moetw.org/

please contact us at houcul@hous-
toncul.org.
11.Contact information:

ble occupancy room, 2-meal
during weekdays (breakfast
and lunch), 15-hour Man-
darin Classes divided into
Children and Adult. A total
of 5-cultural field trips will
be arranged during weekday
|| afternoon.

5.Lodge: MCU lJihe Hotel,
7F-8F, No0.130, Jihe Rd.,
Shihlin District, Taipei City,

camp fee (flight ticket not included),
please make payable to Education Divi-
sion, TECO in Houston

(3) Flight information

-

9.Please submit the application package
to:

2018 Family Mandarin Camp in Taiwan
Education Division

The Education Division of the Tai-
pei Economic and Cultural Office

Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in
Taiwan.

in Houston and Mandarin Studies g calendar: Houston
& Culture Center of Ming Chuan 11. Greenwav Plaza. Suite 2012
University offering a 2018 Family 08:30~ | 09:00~ 12:00~] 14:00~ | 16:00~ | 18:00~ | 20:00~
Mandarin Camp in Taiwan. 09:00 | 12:00 14:00 |16:00 |18:00 |20:00 |22:00

The Education Division of the Taipei Jun. | .
Economic and Cultural Office in Hous- 3 Allrport Free Time
ton and Mandarin Studies & Culture | Sun pickup
Center of Ming Chuan University are | Jym. Mandarnin
excited to offer a 2018 Family Mandarin 4 Breakfast | Classes Lunch | Taipe 101 Free Time
Camp in Taiwan! Designed to promote Mon Adult/Children
Chinese-language learning, this sum- ;
mer camp offers elementary and middle Jun, Mandarin Yigggc.cglmcs
school students in the Southern USAa |8 Breakfast | Classes Lunch | FPa@BHE 1 pree Time June 05 - June 11, 2018
chance to learn in a fun and effective Tue Adult/Children Dyeing ) _ o

.- . . Workshop Join Houston International Trade Development Council and
way. In addition to Ianguage Instruction, ] Mandari Houston City Council Member Larry Green on a mission to
families can enjoy a range of cultural un. n National Palace the Netherlands. The Netherlands, a country in Northwestern
activities fit for everyone. Parents and [} Breakfast | Classes Lunch N Free Time E_urope_!. is kno_wn fora_ﬂat landf.cape of canals,_t_ulip ﬁeldg,

r : dmills and international business opportunities. We will
Kids can improve their language skills | Vel Adult/Children visi, Rotterdarm, The Hague, and the capiel city, Amsterdam.
and embrace Taiwanese culture together | Ju. Mandarin Pineapple Cake —— -
ina relaxing and friendly environment. |7 | Breakfast| Classes | Lunch | oo o | Free Time it Keep the Hethentancis fom fipoding and potenially bring
Overview }]1]1 ;‘;Tll:aihﬂdrm valuable ideas to the city of Houston.
ui. n 5

Camp Information: 8 | Breakfast| Classes Londls | - 2oneioie Free Time S e e f"“““v"l“‘““l’”“"
1.Duration: June 3 - June 10, 2018  |Fri Adult/Children Street m
(7-Night stay) T
2.Location: Mandarin Studies & Cul-  |g Bicalkbask | Fiee Titne
ture Center of Ming Chuan University, Sat
Taiwan Fii: : HOUSCON
3.Eligibility: Students ages 7-14 from 10 | Breakfast | Free Time Airport Drop JineernationaL Trace
the service area of the Education Divi- S off

sion of TECO in Houston. (Arkansas,

Ce’ean Palace’
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The immense mass of predominantly plas-
tic waste floats halfway between Califor-
nia and Hawaii, as a large part of the more
than five trillion pieces of plastic garbage
currently polluting our planet’s most pre-
cious resource. The Ocean Cleanup Foun-
dation has spearheaded the recently pub-
lished research, explaining that the wind
and convergence of ocean currents are
what gather so much of it into one place.
The “patch” contains more than 1.8 trillion
pieces of garbage and weighs approximate-
ly 88,000 tons. That is the rough equiva-
lent of 500 jumbo jets — and more than 16
times the size of previous estimates. It has
nearly doubled the size of Texas — and is
bigger than France, Germany, and Spain
combined.

The study required three years of careful
mapping, a team of scientists, six univer-
sities, and even a company that develops
aerial sensors. And it only covered this sin-
gle largest island of pollutants — there are
four others floating around, waiting on the
same level of scrutiny.

There is urgency inherent to the project.
For now, the plastics are largely gathered
in these centralized locations. However,
tiny pieces are constantly breaking away
and, every day, make the oceans more dan-
gerous for continued marine life. If left un-
attended, there is no educated guess as to
how long the process could continue.

“The prevalence of ghost nets and discard-
ed fishing gear is well documented, so this
is not necessarily surprising,” White said.
“But the authors have done a excellent
job of using a variety of survey methods
to quantify this debris.” This type of de-
bris can and should be prevented, White
added, but efforts must be global; ocean
currents can easily sweep waste all around
the world.

The authors also found that the sheer mass
of plastic in the oceans has gone up over
time, from 0.88 pounds per 0.39 square
miles in the 1970s to 2.7 pounds per 0.39
square miles in 2015. That mirrors the in-
crease in plastic production over the past
several decades, as the material has be-
come increasingly ubiquitous. But there
are several other factors to consider. One
is the 2011 tsunami off the coast of Japan,
which swept vast amounts of debris out
to sea. The other is that previous studies
primarily focused on small microplastics,
not the larger ‘megaplastics’—so we don’t
have a full understanding of how that part
of the problem has changed in recent de-
cades. But Lebreton and colleagues did
find that microplastics, which have been
examined for years, have increased in con-
centration.

Report: ‘Great Pacific Garbage Patch’
Has Grown to Twice the Size of Texas

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Ocean Cleanup Foundation’s spokes-
man, Dubois, called it “a ticking time
bomb of larger material.” He emphasized
that “we’ve got to get it before it breaks
down into a size that’s too small to col-
lect and also dangerous for marine life.”
(Courtesy http://www.breitbart.com/envi-
ronment)

Related
The great Pacific garbage patch is

even trashier than we thought --the
ocean is flooded with plastic.

nearly half of the plastic found in

the great Pacific garbage patch—

an area of the ocean where plastic

tends to accumulate.(Courtesy The
Ocean Cleanup)

Plastic is everywhere, from our homes and
everyday lives all the way up to the illuso-
rily pristine Arctic. The oceans are no ex-
ception—our high seas are accumulating
plastic just as fast as we can push it out
into the world.

In a new paper in Scientific Reports, re-
searchers found that the infamous great Pa-
cific garbage patch contains 16 times more
plastic than previous estimates showed,
and it seems to be increasing over time.
The great Pacific garbage patch is one of
six areas of the ocean known to accumu-
late plastic, located in the north Pacific
Ocean. While there is a lot of plastic there,
the debris aren’t clumped together like
some floating landfill. Instead, the plastics
(many of them broken down into teeny
tiny pieces) are distributed widely across
an area of about 617,000 square miles.
This particular study didn’t just trawl the
zone with screens to measure the damage.

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch now consumes a whopping 600,000 square ;niles of the Pacific Ocean.

do aerial surveys of the patch. Part of the
reason that this survey found so much
more plastic than others was that it took
into account ‘megaplastics’ instead of just
f

“We did some research a few years back
trying to assess how much plastic is float-
ing on the ocean, and we found that using
those methods we’re giving a bias to small
debris,” says Laurent Lebreton, lead study
author and oceanographer at The Ocean
Cleanup. But ships also reported larger
bits of plastic, so Lebreton and colleagues
decided to look for those using aerial tech-
niques.

The Ocean Cleanup is a foundation fo-
cused on removing debris from the oceans.
They plan to deploy technology to scoop
up manufactured debris, a plan that drew-
criticism when announced. The group an-

Pacific this year.

But for now, the trash is still out there. And
the birds-eye view helps give researchers
an idea of what that debris actually is.

These larger pieces of plastic, like bottles,
lids, and fishing nets, are all far denser
than tiny particles of plastic. As a result,
they add a lot to the total debris estimates.
The authors suggest that somewhere be-
tween 45,000 and 129,000 tons of plastic
are floating within this particular patch of
ocean.

By weight, the larger plastics (two inches
or more) make up most of that total. Mi-
croplastics were vastly more numerous—
but being tiny, didn’t contribute nearly as
much to the weight. Nearly half the gar-
bage came in the form of fishing nets.
Plastic nets can continue to catch fish and
other marine life long after they are aban-
doned to the sea. This is called ghost fish-
ing, and becomes a larger problem with

Plastic concentrations in the
oceans have increased over time.
(Courtesy The Ocean Cleanup)

“One thing that has been increasing over
time, really, is plastic consumption on a
global scale,” Lebreton says. “We are us-
ing more and more plastic in our societies.
I think without the help of proper waste
management infrastructures, we can ex-
pect more and more plastic to be released
into the environment in general, and down
the line into the marine environment.”
*And there’s still plastic that hasn’t been
tracked down yet.

Though the study found a lot more debris
than previous estimates, it still doesn’t
account for a lot of the plastic that makes
its way out to the ocean only to disappear.
Debris can sink into the sea or degrade, but
researchers are still trying to make a grand
accounting of all the trash we’re pushing
offshore.

“The challenge with microplastics in par-
ticular is that it really is not feasible to
clean them up,” White said. “Reducing the
waste stream is the only current means to
slow the inputs of plastic to our ocean.”

They also flew planes from California to ticipates launching trash collectors in the  every net or trap that is tossed overboard. ~ (Courtesy https://www.popsci.com)
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