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Trump says Russia, China playing ‘currency
devaluation game’

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump accused Russia and
China on Monday of devaluing their
currencies while the United States raises
interest rates.

“Russia and China are playing the Cur-
rency Devaluation game as the U.S. keeps
raising interest rates. Not acceptable!”
Trump said in a Twitter post.

Trump’s tweet referred to what he sees as
unfair trading advantages: If a country’s
currency is artificially low, its exports are
more competitive. Higher U.S. interest
rates would generally increase the value
of the dollar, making U.S. exports more
expensive.

Since Trump took office in January 2017,
the dollar has weakened substantially
against most currencies, including the
Chinese yuan and, until the United States
imposed sanctions on Russia in the last
few weeks, the ruble.

Against the yuan, the dollar has fallen by
8.6 percent since Jan. 20, 2017, while it
has appreciated 4.5 percent against the
ruble. Until the United States announced
sanctions on Russian oligarchs earlier this
month, however, the dollar had weakened
by nearly 4 percent against the Russian
currency. That gain was entirely erased by
a two-day drop of 8.4 percent in the ruble
on April 9 and 10.

More widely, the U.S. dollar index,
which measures the greenback’s
value against a basket
of major trading partner

. . U.S.
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Trump became president.
. Trump
The U.S. Treasury, in holds
a semiannual report on
R . . tax cut
Friday, again refrained .
. . discus-
from naming any major L
. sion in
trading partners as .
currency manipulators Hialeah,
y P Florida

The report came as the

Trump administration

pursues potential tariffs,

negotiations and other restrictions to
try to cut a massive trade deficit with
China.

The report did not mention Trump’s
recent threats to impose billions of
dollars worth of tariffs on Chinese
goods over Beijing’s intellectual
property practices, or pending Trea-
sury restrictions on Chinese invest-
ment in the United States.

White House spokeswoman Sarah
Sanders later told reporters aboard
Air Force One on a trip by the presi-
dent to Miami that China is on a U.S.
Treasury Department watch list for
being potentially labeled a currency
manipulator.
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Holiday Price May Very!

2938 W Sam Houston Pkwy S
Houston, TX 77042
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HOUSTON —It’s Miller Outdoor
Theatre’s 95th Anniversary Season and
there will be activities marking this
special occasion throughout the year!
Since 1923, Miller Outdoor Theatre in
Hermann Park has been one of Hous-
ton’s most beloved cultural treasures, a
gathering place for the community and
the site of thousands of memorable free
performances.

Miller is unique in the United States,
offering an eight month season of pro-
fessional, artistically-excellent and cul-
turally diverse entertainment complete-
ly FREE of charge to the public. This
is the largest "always free" program of
its kind in the country and it attracts
hundreds of thousands each season.
From daytime programs especially for
young children to family friendly eve-
ning performances of classical music,
jazz, ethnic music and dance, ballet,
Shakespeare, musical theatre, popular
concert artists, films and more, this is

Westheimer

Sushi Rolls
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Houston’s best entertainment value.

HAYA Band: The Migration

April 20 at 8 p.m.
http://milleroutdoortheatre.com/
files/3127/HAYA

Band performs Migration, a calm sam-
pling of traditional and contemporary
Chinese music.

Founded in 2006, HAYA Band is an
award-winning world music collective
representing a new era in folk music.
The group has won many accolades,
including from the China Music Awards
(Best World Music Performance) and the
Chinese Media Awards. Lead singer Dai-
ging Tana was recently voted “The Most
Beautiful Voice in China.”

MIGRATION is about searching for
one’s own spiritual home, experiencing
the beauty of life itself, and returning to
a simplistic, survivalist lifestyle. HAYA
Band’s “Migration” Concert employs

innovative musical language alongside
classic traditional songs, fusing a variety of
musical elements such as chants, the Mon-
golian horsehead fiddle, plucked string
instruments, throat singing, and shaman
drums. Their music is refined and capti-
vating. Their shows have a distinct “cere-
monious” feel. Migration provides us with a
path for escape from this fast-paced modern
world, a contemporary migration to another
realm, one surrounded by the wonders of
nature and life.

This is a ticketed event for the covered
seating area. Free tickets are available (4 per
person over age 16 while they last) at the
Miller Outdoor Theatre box office the day of
the performance between the hours of 10:30
a.m. -1p.m. If tickets remain at 1p.m., the box
office will re-open one hour before show time
to distribute the remaining tickets. As always,
open seating on the hill. The show goes on
rain or shine.

Presented by Miller Outdoor Theatre
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2018 Houston Barbecue Festival sends out happy

smoke signals

By Greg Morago

A strong breeze whipped through the sixth annual
Houston Barbecue Festival, but that only meant the air
was full of wood smoke and that every corner of the
event was touched by the aroma of smoked meat. Not
a bad thing.

More than 2,000 people attended the festival held Sun-
day at the Humble Civic Center with both indoor and
outdoor tents featuring barbecue from two dozen area
pitmasters and barbecue joints.

The lines were long, naturally, for brisket from

Killen’s Barbecue in Pearland; for CorkScrew BBQ
from Spring; Louie Mueller Barbecue from Taylor;
and Truth Barbecue from Brenham. It was a chance
for participating barbecue joints to promote their
smoked-meat staples (ribs, brisket, sausage and tur-
key) while also showing off created impulses.

A few examples of the latter: Gatlin's BBQ’s Cuban

sandwich and bao buns filled with char siu pork;
Thai green curry boudin and Thai peanut butter
pork belly burnt ends from Blood Bros. Barbecue;
Pizzitola’s slow-smoked cabbage with sausage and
bacon as well as sage and garlic flavored turkey
breast; El Burro & the Bull’s smoked pork cochinita
pibil on blue corn tostadas with smoked avocado
gazpacho; The Pit Room’s whole hog with braised
collard greens and spicy brown mustard on grilled
sourdough; and smoked shoulder clod on a bolillo
bun with Asian slaw and spicy mayo from Pinker-
ton’s Barbecue.

Desserts also proved to be impressive and popular
with festival-goers this year. Feges BBQ created a
PB&] cake that went fast; Tin Roof had cinnamon
roll bread pudding; Spring Creek Barbecue’s banana
pudding put smiles on many faces; and Pinker-
ton’s served up bread pudding with smoked cream
cheese icing and wild blueberry reduction.
Pitmasters used the festival to create good will and
extend brand loyalty within the growing barbecue
landscape in Houston.

Pedestrian struck,

A pedestrian on train tracks north of
downtown Houston was struck and
killed by a train Monday afternoon,
authorities said.

Houston police were called out to the
Amtrak station in the 900 block of
Washington Avenue shortly before
3:30 p.m. They discovered a pedestri-
an on the tracks had been struck and
killed.

It is not immediately clear if an Am-
trak train was involved. The tracks are
operated by Union Pacific, according
to Texas Department of Transporta-
tion records.

The rail line runs underneath the
University of Houston Downtown less
than a mile away from the Amtrak
station.

No other information was available.
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Attendees sign a photo of Evan Thomas, one of the players killed in the bus
crash carrying the Humboldt Broncos Junior A hockey team o |l

Adult film actress Stephanie Clifford, also known as Stormy Daniels, speaks to media along with lawyer
Michael Avenatti outside federal court in Manhattan

- -

Eva Longoria speaks on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles U.S. President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer Michael Cohen leaves federal court in

Manhattan
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Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim looks on during a news conference in Mexico City

Izmir

Saudi man takes photos of Iran-aligned Houthi drones in Khobar

INTERVIEW-UK campaigner eyes final push with ‘gender-
FILE PHOTO: Ortega, nanny accused of killing Lucia and Leo  |ess’ passports hearing

Krim, arrives for hearing at Manhattan Supreme Court in New

York
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The International Association of Business
Communicators Houston announced today
that it will grant this year’s “Executive
Communicator of the Year” award to Har-
ris County Judge Ed Emmett, for serving
as “the voice of calm and reason in times of
crisis” during hurricanes lke and Harvey.
IABC Houston, whose more than 150
members include public relations and com-
munication professionals from Fortune
500 companies, communications agencies,
nonprofit organizations and government,
will present Emmett with the award at a
gala on June 14.

“Throughout the course of Hurricane Ike
in September 2008 and then Hurricane
Harvey last year, (Emmett) exemplified
the commitment to serve as the voice of
calm and reason in times of crisis,” the
IABC said in its news release. “Pledging to
provide accurate, up-to-date information,
Judge Emmett and his staff conducted reg-
ular news conferences and briefed local,
national and international journalists from
a broad range of newspaper, radio, Internet
and television outlets.”

Emmett said he was proud to accept the
award on behalf of a large team of county
officials, first responders and others who
were part of a massive response to both
disasters.

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett
addressing online social media and
email messages that had been cir-
culating about Hurricane Harvey
during the storm event.

“l greatly appreciate IABC Houston for
honoring me with this award,” said Em-
mett. “Emergency response presents
numerous challenges, but none more im-
portant than communicating quickly and
clearly to the public what is happening and
how they can best protect themselves and
their neighbors. This award rightly belongs
to the hundreds of people who work so
hard to protect the public in times of di-
saster.” (Courtesy Joe Stinebaker /IABC )

Related

The Political Career of Harris
County Judge Ed Emmett

International Association of Business Communicators Houston

Names Judge Emmett as “Executive Communicator of the Year”

In Recognition of His Leadership During Crisis
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Edward Martin Emmett, known as Ed Em-
mett (born August 14, 1949),[1] has been
since 2007 the administrative county judge
of Harris County, Texas. From 1979 to
1987, he was a Republican member of the
Texas House of Representatives, first from
District 78 from 1979 to 1983 and then
newly numbered District 127 from 1983
until 1987.

After a twenty-year hiatus from politics,
he was elected as county judge to head the
five-member Harris County Commission-
ers Court, based in Houston. Harris is the
largest county by population in Texas.

Background

Emmett graduated in 1967 from Bellaire
High School. In 1971, he received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics from
Rice University in Houston. In 1974, he
earned his Master of Public Affairs degree
from the University of Texas at Austin.
Emmett and his wife, Gwendolyn O. Em-
mett, have four children.

Political life

In 1978 at the age of twenty-nine, Emmett
was elected to the first of his four terms in
the state House. That year Bill Clements
was elected as the first Republican gov-
ernor of Texas since Reconstruction, hav-
ing narrowly defeated the Democrat John
Luke Hill, a former attorney

Judge Emmett shown receiving the

2016 President’'s Award from the

National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. (Photo/David Keith )

general and Texas Supreme Court justice.
By the time Emmett left the House, Cle-
ments returned for his second non-consec-
utive term as governor when he waged a
successful comeback against the man who
had defeated him in 1982, then Attorney
General Mark White. Since the late 20th
century, conservative white voters have
increasingly shifted from the Democratic
Party into the Republican Party, supporting
more candidates at the local and state as
well as presidential level.

During his state legislative tenure, Emmett
chaired the House Energy Committee and
sat as well on the Transportation Commit-
tee. In 1989, U.S. President George Her-
bert Walker Bush nominated Emmett to
serve on the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, an appointment that he held for

three years. In 1995, the remaining func-
tions of the ICC were transferred to the
Surface Transportation Board. Emmett
was unanimously confirmed by the United
States Senate.

Emmett was first appointed county judge
by the commissioners court in 2007 to
fill the nearly full four-year term left by
the resignation of his predecessor, Robert
Eckels, also a transportation planner and a
former member of the state House. In his
capacity as county judge, Emmett is also
the director of the Harris County Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency Man-
agement. He is the chairman of the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Transportation Policy
Council and the county Juvenile Board.

Judge Emmett receives the North
Houston Association’s 2009
North Star Award from former
Harris County Judge and state
Senator Jon Lindsay, the president
of the North Houston Association.

In 2008, Emmett defeated fellow Repub-
lican Charles Bacarisse, the former Harris
County district clerk, in the primary elec-
tion to complete the last two years of the
term that Eckels vacated. He went on to

defeat Democrat David Mincberg in the
2008 general election and won a full term
in 2010 by defeating former Houston City
Council member Gordon Quan. Emmett
ran again in the general election held on
November 4, 2014, when he defeated an-
other Democrat, Ahmed Robert Hassan, a
real estate and mortgage broker.

Early in the 2014 campaign, Emmett, who
had no intraparty rival, donated $90,000
from his own campaign funds to engi-
neer-turned-lawyer Paul Simpson, who in
the primary unseated Jared Woodfill, the
12-year chairman of the Harris County Re-
publican Party. Woodfill carried the back-
ing of former chairman Gary M. Polland,
State Senator Dan Patrick, the new lieu-
tenant governor, and Paul Bettencourt, the
former Harris County tax assessor-collec-
tor and Patrick’s

Judge Emmett presents Houston

Dynamo President and General
Manager Oliver Luck with a Harris
County Proclamation.

successor in the District 7 seat in the state
Senate. Emmett, however, claims that
Woodfill in 2012 took personal credit for
the establishment of “victory centers”
when the sites were the work of Emmett
and the state Republican party. Simpson
supporters claimed that Woodfill had been
lackluster in campaign fundraising and
had accented “social issues” as chairman,
including a lawsuit against the mayor of
Houston, Annise Parker, regarding benefits
for same-sex couples working for the city.
Emmett has been awarded numerous
awards in his career, including being
named Transportation Person of the Year
by Transportation Clubs International in
2005, receiving the Presidential “Call to
Service” Award from president George W.
Bush in 2008, and receiving the 2009 Dis-
tinguished Public Service Award from the
LBJ School of Public Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Texas. (Courtesy Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia)
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Health officials say chopped romaine let-
tuce from the Yuma, Arizona growing re-
gion is the likely source of the current E.
coli outbreak that has now sickened people
in 11 states, and they’re warning consum-
ers across the country to avoid eating let-
tuce that may have been contaminated.
According to the latest update from the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, so far there have been 35 cases of
illness, 22 of which led to hospitalizations.
Three people have developed a severe com-
plication -- a type of kidney failure called
hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) which
can be life-threatening. The outbreak in-
volves a particularly dangerous strain of
the bacteria known as Shiga toxin-produc-
ing E. coli O157:H7.

“Information collected to date indicates
that chopped romaine lettuce from the
Yuma, Arizona growing region could be
contaminated with E. coli O157:H7 and
could make people sick,” the CDC said in
a statement.

No common grower, supplier, or distribu-
tor has been identified yet. State and local
public health investigators continue inter-
viewing ill people to determine what they
ate and how they might have been exposed.
So far, cases of illness from this outbreak
have been reported in Connecticut, Idaho,
[llinois, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
and Washington.

o5

Bundled Romaine lettuce (left pho-
to) and when chopped for bagged
salads.

Romaine Lettuce Warning

To keep yourself and your family safe, the
CDC recommends avoiding any romaine
lettuce products that could be contaminat-
ed. It issued a wide-ranging caution, not
limited to any specific brand or retailer:

CDC Says Romaine Lettuce Likely
Source Of E. Coli Outbreak

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

¥ - .

Colonies of E. coli bacteria seen in a microscopic image.
(Photo/ CDC Via Reuters)

“Consumers anywhere in the United States
who have store-bought chopped romaine
lettuce at home, in-
cluding salads and [
salad mixes contain-
ing chopped romaine
lettuce, should not
eat it and should
throw it away, even if
some of it was eaten &
and no one has gotten
sick. If you do not
know if the lettuce is
romaine, do not eat it |
and throw it away.”
In addition, before
buying romaine let-
tuce at a grocery
store or ordering it
at a restaurant, check
to see if it came from F&s
the Yuma, Arizona
growing region. If
you cannot confirm it isn’t from Yuma, do
not purchase it.

The CDC urged restaurants and retailers
to ask their suppliers about the source of
their chopped romaine lettuce, and not to
sell any chopped romaine lettuce, including
salads and salad mixes containing it, from
the Yuma, Arizona growing region.
Officials note this outbreak is not related
to another recent multi-state outbreak also
linked to leafy greens, which involved

e

a different DNA fingerprint of E. coli
O157:H7 bacteria.

Romaine Lettuce

Symptoms of E. coli

Symptoms of an E. coli infection include
diarrhea, which can be bloody, severe
stomach cramps and vomiting. It typically
takes an average of three to four days to get
sick after eating contaminated food, and
the illness usually clears up within a week.
However, sometimes it can linger lon-
ger and serious complications can devel-

op. Signs of hemolytic uremic syndrome
(HUS) include fever, abdominal pain, pale
skin tone, fatigue and irritability, unex-
plained bruises or bleeding from the nose
and mouth, and decreased urination. These
complications are more common in young
children under 5, older adults, and people
with weakened immune systems.

Anyone experiencing these symptoms
should seek medical care immediate-
ly. (Courtesy https://www.cbsnews.com/
news)

Related

Health Advisory From The
Centers For Disease Control

Multistate Outbreak of E. coli
0157:H7 Infections Linked to
Chopped Romaine Lettuce

Highlights

Information collected to date indicates that
chopped romaine lettuce from the Yuma,
Arizona growing region could be contam-
inated with E. coli O157:H7 and could
make people sick.

At this time, no common grower, supplier,
distributor, or brand has been identified.
Advice to Consumers:

Consumers anywhere in the United States
who have store-bought chopped romaine
lettuce at home, including salads and salad
mixes containing chopped romaine lettuce,
should not eat it and should throw it away,
even if some of it was eaten and no one has
gotten sick. If you do not know if the let-
tuce is romaine, do not eat it and throw it

away.
Before purchasing romaine lettuce at a
grocery store or eating it at a restaurant,
consumers should confirm with the store
or restaurant that it is not chopped romaine
lettuce from the Yuma, Arizona growing
region. If you cannot confirm the source of
the romaine lettuce, do not buy it or eat it.
Advice to Restaurants and Retailers:
Restaurants and retailers should not serve
or sell any chopped romaine lettuce, in-
cluding salads and salad mixes containing
chopped romaine lettuce, from the Yuma,
Arizona growing region.

Restaurants and retailers should ask their
suppliers about the source of their chopped
romaine lettuce.
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Table showing the number of ill people arranged
by state of residence

State Neo. Peopie

Connecticut 2
Idang 8
ninois 1
Michigan 1
Missouri 1
New Jersey 7
New Yark 2
Chia 2
Pennsylvania 9
Virginia 1
‘Washington 1
Total 35

CDC, public health and regulatory offi-
cials in several states, and the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration are investigating
a multistate outbreak of Shiga toxin-pro-
ducing Escherichia coli O157:H7 (E. coli
0157:H7) infections.

Thirty-five people infected with the out-
break strain of E. coli O157:H7 have been
reported from 11 states.

Twenty-two people have been hospitalized,
including three people who have developed
a type of kidney failure called hemolytic
uremic syndrome.

No deaths have been reported.

This investigation is ongoing, and CDC
will provide updates when more informa-
tion is available. (Courtesy https://www.
cdc.gov/ecoli/2018)
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